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AN ARGUMENT, &c. 



I AM very sensible vrhsX a ureakness and presumption 
it 18 to reason against the general humour and disposition 
«f the world. I remember it was, with great justice, and 
a due regard to the freedom both of the public and the 
press, forbidden, upon several penalties, to write, or dis- 
course, or lay wagers against the union, even before it 
was confirmed by parliament ; because that was looked 
upon as a design to oppose the current of the people, 
which, beside the folly of it, is a manifest breach of thn 
fundamental law, that makes this majority of opinion the 
voice of God. In like manner, and for the very same 
reasons, it may perhaps be neither safe nor prudent, to 
aigue against the abolishing of Christianity, at a junc- 
ture, when ajl parties appear so unanimously determined 
upon the point, as we cannot but allow from their actions, 
their discourses, and their writings. However, I know 
not how, whether from the affectation of singularity, or 
the perverseness of human nature, but so it unhappily 
falls out, that I cannot be entirely of this opinion. Nay, 
though I were sure an order were issued for my imme- 
diate prosecution by the attorney-general, I should still 
confess, that in the present posture of our affairs, at home 
or abroad, I do not yet see the absolute necessity of ex- 
tirpating the christian religion fh)m among us. 

This perhaps may appear too great a paradox, even 
for our wise and paradoxical age to endure ; there- 
fore I shall handle it with all tenderness, and with the 
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4 AN ARGUMENT AGAINST 

utmost deference to that great and profouiid majoritj, 
whkh is of another sentimeot 

And yet the curious may please to observe, how much 
the genius of a nation is liable to alter in half an age : I 
have heard it aflirmed fnr certain, by some very old peo- 
ple, that the contrary opinion was, even in their memo- 
ries, as much in vog^e^ as the other is now; and that a 
project for the abolidiing of Christianity, would then have 
appeared as singular, and been thought as absurd, as it 
would be, at this time, to write or discourse in its defence. 

Therefore I freely own, that all appearances are 
against me. The system of the gospel, a^er the fate of 
other systems, is generally antiquated and exploded ; and 
the mass or body of the common people, among whom it 
seems to have had its latest credit, are now grown as 
miich ashamed of it as their betters; opinions, like 
fashions, always descending from those of quality to the 
middle soil, and thence to the vulgar, where at length 
they are dropped and vanish. 

But here I would not be mistaken, and must therefore 
be so bold as to borrow a distinction from the writers on 
the other side, when they make a difference between no- 
minal, and real trinitanaDS. I hope no reader imagines 
me so weak to stand up in the defence of real chi-istianity, 
sucli as used, in primitive times (if we may believe the 
authors of those ages) to Iiave an influence upon men's 
belief and actions : to offer at the restoring of that, would 
indeed be a wild project ; it would be to dig up founda- 
tions : to destroy at one blow all the ^nt, and half the 
learning of the kingdom : to break the entire frame and 
constitution of things ; to ruin trade, extinguish arts and 
sciences, with the professors of tliem : in sliort, to turn our 
couils, exchanges, and shops, into deserts ; apd would be 
full as absui*d as tlie proposal of Horace, where he ad-? 
vises the Remans, all in a body, to leave their city, and 
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ABOLISHING CHBISTIATaTY. B 

setk anew seat in sone remote part of the worid, bj wqr 
of cure for the ciMniption of their maimen. 

ThereftNre» I think this cantion was in itself altogether 
unnecessaiy f whJdi I have inserted only to prevent aB 
possibility of cavilling) since eveiy candid reader wifl 
easily understand my discourse to be intended only in 
defence of ncmiiDal Christianity ; the other, having been 
tat some time wholly laid aside by general consent, as 
utterly inconsistent with our present schemes of wealth 
sodpowar. 

. But why we should therefore cast off the name and 
title (^ diriMians, dthougfa the general opinion and reso- 
lution be so violent for it, I confess I cannot (with sub- 
mission) aj^^hend, nor is the consequence necessaiy. 
However, since the undertakers propose such wonderftil 
advantages to the nation by this project, and advance 
many plausiUe objections against the system of Chris- 
tianity, I shall briefly con«der the strength of both, fidrly 
allow them their greatest weight, and oflfer such answers 
as I think most reasonable. After which, I will beg 
leave to show what inconveniences may possibly happen 
by such an innovation, in the present posture of our af- 
fairs. 

First, one great advantage {proposed by the ab^ishing 
sf chrbtianity, is, that it would very much enlarge and 
establi^ liberty of conscience, that great bulwark of our 
nation, and of the protestant religion ; which is still too 
much limited by priestcraft; notwithstanding all the 
good intentions of the legislature, as we have lately found 
by a severe instance. For it is con^dently reported, that 
two young gentlemen of real hopes, bright wit, and pra- 
found judgment, who, upon a thorough examination of 
causes and effects, and by the mere force of natural 
abilities, without the least tincture of learning, having 
made a discovery, that there was no God, and generously 
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conmninkatli^ their thoughts for the good of the pul^^ 
were some time ago^ by an unparalleled severity, and 
upon I know not what obsolete law, broke for l^asphemy. 
And as it has been wisely observed, if persecution once 
begins, no man dive knows how far it may reach, or 
where it witt end. 

In answer to all which, with deference to wiser judg^ 
ments, I think this rather shows the necessity of a nomi^ 
nal i*eligion among us. Great wits love to be free with 
the highest objects ; and if they cannot be allowed a God 
to revile or renounce, they will speak evil of dignities^ 
abuse the governBfient, ami reflect upon the ministry; 
whieh I am sure few will deny to be of much more per* 
niclous consequence, according to the saying of Tiberiuts 
deanim cffensa diis cwfut. As to the particular fact re- 
lated, I think it is not fair to argue from one instance, 
perhaps another cannot be produced : yet (to the comftfft 
of all those who may be apprehensive of pers^cutioB) 
l^asphemy, we know, fe freely spoken a million of ttee» 
ia every coffee-house and tavern, or wherever else good 
company meet. It must be allowed indeed, thai to break 
an English freebom officer wily for blasphemy, waa, to 
speak the gentlest of such an action, a very high strain 
of absolute power. little can be said in excuse for the 
general ; perhaps he was afraid it might give oitoce to 
the allies, among whom, for aught we know, it may be 
the custom of the country to believe a God. But if he 
argued, as some have done, upon a mistaken principle^ 
that an officer who is guilty of speaking blasphemy, may 
some time or other proceed so far as to raise a mutiny, 
the consequence is by no means to be admitted ? for 
surely the commander of an Engli^ army is likely to be 
but ill obeyed, whose soldiers fear and reverence him as 
little as they do a Deity. ' 
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Ilkfiurtli^ol99ctedi^|daei the^Mfel ^on, tkat 
k abides Am totke belief of ^hiofB loo diffiouH for 
freethiqton, and such who have diaken off the prejiit* 
dices that usa9ity €liBg to a cQufined educaUon. To 
wMeh I auswar, tbM meo sho«ld be captious how the/ 
raise objecttoofi, which reflect upon the wiadam of tho 
aatioe. Is not every body freely aUoved to believe 
nhaterer he (leases, and to poUish his belief to tha 
world whenever he thiaks fit, especially if it serves to 
9tieBgih«i the party whidi is in the right ? Would any 
isd^Eereat foreign^ who should read the trumpery lale> 
fy written by Aigyll,* Tindal,t Toland4 Coward,? and 
ktty more, imagine the go^l lo be our rule of iaith« 
ai^ conirmed by partiam^ts? Does any man either 
bdieve, or say he believes, or desire to have it thought 
thai he says he brieves one syllable of the matter ? 
And is any man worse receivad upon that score, or doea 
he find his want of nominal faith a disadvantage to hiov 
in the pursuit of any civil or military en^loyment? 

* John Asj^l, an ingenions writer fluid eminent lawyer, diedl 
Mov. 10, 1138, aged upwards of fourscore. In 1696, he wrote a trev 
^ise, entitlad, ** An Argument, proving, that according tt> the Cove^ 
nant of Eternal Life, revealed in the Scriptures, Man may be trans- 
lated from hence into that Eternal Life, without passing through 
Death, altboHgh the Human Nature of Christ could not thus be 
translated till he had passed through Death." This publication 
was the alleged cause of his being expelled the house of commons in 
1707; though it is more probable, that the desperate state of his af- 
lairs wu the r«ai motive. After his expulsion, he became more em- 
barrassed in his circumstances, and spent the last thirty years of hit 
life in prison. During this time, he published a multitude of small 
tracts, most of which were well received. N. 

f TindalH writings were blasphemous and atheistical. H. 

\ ToLand published some deistical books. H. 

j Coward asserted the mortality of thf soul, and alleged the sea^ 
^ it to be in the blood. H. 
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What if tbere be an ^d donnaiit statute or two sfsub^S 
bkn, are they net now obBofete to a degree, that Epeoft 
and Dudley themKlves, if they were now alive, wouW 
fipd it imposubk to put them in executioa? 

It is likewise ui^ged, that there are, by conqputadou, 
in this kii^;doat above ten thousand parsons, whose re- 
renues, added te those of my lords the bishops, woul^ 
suilice to maintain at least two humhed young gentf^ 
men of wit and pleasure, and freethinking, enemies ta 
priestcrali, narrow principles, pedantry, and pre^dieesf 
who might be an ornament to ^ court and town : and 
then again, so great a number of able [bodied] divinflft 
might be a recruit to our fleet and armies. This indeed 
appears to be a consideration of some weight : but th^ 
on the other side^ several tlungs deserve to be considered 
likewise : as first, whether it may not be thought necessar 
fy, that in certain tracts c^ country, like what we c^ 
parishes, there shall be one man at least of abilities t# 
read and write. Then it seems a wrong computatioiv 
that the revenues of the church Uiroughout this island^ 
would be large en^i^h to maintain two hundred young 
gentlemen, or even half that number, after the present re* 
fined way of living ; that is, to allow each of them such 
a rent, as, in the modern form of speech, would make them 
easy. But still tiiere is in this project a greater mischief 
behind ; and we ought to beware of the woman's folly* 
who killed the hen, that every morning laid her a golden 
egg. For, pray what would become of die race of men in 
the next age, if we had nothing to trust to beside the 
scrofulous, consumptive productions, furnished by our 
men of wit and pleasure, when, having squandered awa^ 
Uieir vigour, health, and estates, they are forced by some 
disagreeable marriage, to piece up dieir broken fortunes, 
and entail rottenness and politeness on their posterity ? 
Wow, here are ten thousand persons reduced, by the ^ 
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ABOLISHING CHRISTIANITY. 9 

^pe^tilatiefls of Henrir the eighth, to the aecesntj of a low 
diet, and moderate exercise, who are the only great re- 
stm^^TB of our breed, without which the nation would, m 
an age <nr two, become one great luMpital. 

Another advantage proposed by the abolishing of 
Christianity, is, the clear gain of one day in seven, which 
18 now enthely lost, and consequently the kingdom onie 
fevaith less considerable in trade, business, and pleasure^ 
beade the loss to the public of so many stately structures, 
B0W in the hands of the clergy, which might be converted 
into play-houses, market-houses, exchanges, common dor- 
mitories, and oth^ puUic edifices. 
' I h<^ I le^U be forgiven a hard word, if I call this a 
perfect cavil. I readily own there has been an old cus- 
tmn, time out ci mind, for people to assemble In the 
churches every Sunday, and that shops are still frequent- 
ly shut, in order, as it is conceived, to preserve the me- 
mojry of that ancient practice ; but how this can prove a 
hindrance to busincEs or pleasure, is hard to imagine. 
What if the men of pleasure are force<^ one day in the 
week, to game at home instead of the chocolate-houses? 
are not th^ taverns and coffee-houses open? can there 
be a more convenient season for taking a <k)se of physic ? 
are fewer claps got upon Sundays than other days ? is 
not that the chief day for traders to sum up the accounts 
of the week, and for lawyers to prepare their briefe? 
ButI would fain know, how it cim be pretended, that the 
churches are misapplied ? where are more appointments 
and rendezvouses of gallantry ? where more care to ap- 
pear in the foremost box, with greater advantage of 
dress? where .more meetings for business? where more 
bargains driven of all sorts ? and where so many conve* 
mences or mcitements to sleep ? 

There is one advantage, greater than any of the fore- 
going, proposed by the abolishing of Christianity ; that 
A 2 
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10 AN ARGUMENT AGAINST 

It will utteiiy extinguish parties among us, by removing 
tbose factious distinctions of High and Low-Church, of 
Whig and Tory, Presbyterian and Churdi of England, 
which are now so many grievous clogs upon puWic pro- 
ceedings, and are apt to dispose men to prefer the gratify- 
ing of themselves, or depressing of their adversaries, be- 
fore the most important interest of the state, 

I confess, if it were certain, that so great an advantage 
would redound to the nation by this expedient, I would 
submit, and be silent : but will any man say, that if the 
words nharing^ drinking^ cheoHng, ^^^9 sUaHngt were 
by act of parlisonent, ejected out of the English tongue 
and dictionaries, we should all awake next morning 
chaste and temperate, honest and just, and lovers of 
truth i Is this a fair consequence ? or if the physicians 
would forbid us to pronounce the word/Mur, gout^ rkeumor 
tism, and si&ne, would that expedient serve, like so many 
talismans, to destroy the diseases themselves ? are party 
mxd factum rooted in men's hearts no deeper than phrases 
borrowed from religion, w founded upon no firmer prin> 
eiples ? and is our language so pocHr, that we cannot fiod 
other terms to express them ? are emn/^ pridty anfOrice, and 
ambition such ill oomenclators, that they cannot iumi^ 
•filiations for their owners ? wiU not ha^dukes, and mor 
malukes^ mandarma, vodpaishaws^ or any other words 
formed at pleasure, serve to distii^ish those who are ia 
the ministry, from others, who would be in it if they 
could ? What, for Instance, is easier than to vary the 
form of.6peech, and instead of the word Church, make it 
a question in politics, whether the Monument be in dan^ 
ger ? because religion was nearest at hand to fiimish ft 
few convenient phrases, is our invention so barren, we 
can fiad no other? suppose, for argument sake, that the^ 
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r<^ faTO«n^ i(4ar^«rAa,'^ the Wb%8 M^ 
tbe Txkamm Vakntim\ -would not Margaritums^ T^f* 
MmSf md ValegOmcms be very tolerable markB of cUb- 
tincti«a? th? Prasini and VeniU, two mont viruleiit fiM> 
tioiH in lUlj, began (if I remember right) by a dtsdnc* 
tiou of colours in ribands ; and we might contend with 
«8 good a grace about the dignity c^ die t4ue and the 
if^€G»j which would serve as properly to divide the 
court, the pa^diaioent, and the kingdom, between them, 
as any terms of art whatsoever borrowed from religloQ* 
And tberefoore I think there is little force in this objec- 
tion against Christianity, or prospect df so great an ad- 
vantage, as is proposed in the aboiidiing of it. 

It is a^gajUi objected, as a very absurd ridiculous cos^ 
torn, that a set of men should be suffered, mudi less em*- 
ployed and hired, to bawl <me day in seven against the 
lawftiUiesB of those methods most in use, toward the pur-^ 
suit of greatness, riches» and pleasure, which are the 
constant (Hractice of all men alive on the other six. Bat 
this objectioi^ is, I think, a little unworthy of so refined 
an age as ours. liCt us argue this matter calmly : 1 1^ 
peal to the breast of any polite freethinker, whether, in 
the pursuit of gratifying a predominant passion, he has 
not always felt a wonderful incitement, by reflecting It 
W9y9 a thing ibrbidden : and therefore we see, in order 
to cultivate this taste, the wisdom of the nation has ta* 
keq special care, that the ladies should be furnished 
with prohibited silks, and the mfen, with prohibited wine» 
And indeed it w^re to be wished, that some other prohi- 
Ut^fms were (promoted, in order to improve the pleasures 
of th^ town ; which, for want of such expedients, begin 
ali^eadyy as I am told, to flag and grow languid, giving 
way daily to cruel inroads from the spleen. 

* Italian singers, then in TO^e. Margarita was afterwards mar* 
HedtoDr.Pepincli. H. 
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12 AN ARGUMENT AOAIlfeT 

It is likewise proposed as a great advantage to the 
public, that if we once discard the ff^^stem of the Gospel, 
all religion will of course be banished for ever ; and con- 
sequently, along with it, those giievoufr prejudices of 
education, which, under the names of virtue^ conscience^ 
honour^ justice^ and the like, are so apt to disturb the 
peace of human minds, and the notions whereof are so 
hard to be eradicated, by right reason, or freetbiiddi^ 
sometimes during the whole course of pur lives. 

Here first I observe, how difficult it is to get rid of a 
phrase, which the world is once grown fond o( though 
the occasion that first produced it, be entirely taken away. 
For several years past, if a man had but an ill-favoured 
nose, the deep thinkers of the age would, some way or 
other, contrfve to impute the cause to the prejudice of 
his education. From' this fountain were said to be de- 
rived all our foolish notions of justice, piety, love of 
our country ; all our opinions of God, or a future state^ 
Heaven, Hell, and the like : and there might formerly 
perhaps have been some pretence for this diarge. But 
so effectual care has been since taken to remove those 
prejudices, by an entire change in the methods of edu- 
cation, that (with honour I mention it to our polite iur 
Dovators) the young gentlemen, who are now on the 
scene, seem to have not the least tincture of those infu- 
sions, or string of those weeds ; and, by consequence, the 
reason for abolishing nominal Christianity upon thai 
pretext, is wholly ceased. 

For the rest, it may perhaps admit a controveivy^ 
whether the banishing of all notions of relig^n whatso- 
ever, would be convenient for the vulgar. Not that I am 
^ the least of opinion with those, who hold religion to 
have been the invention of politicians, to keep the lower 
part of the world in awe, by the fear of invisible ponders ; 
unless maukifid were then very diflferent to what it iff 
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mw: for I look upon the maai or body of our people 
bere in England, to be as freethinker!^ that is to si^, as 
fltswieh unbeBeyers, as any of the highest rank. But I 
conceiye some scattered notions about a superior power, 
to be of smgular use for the common peqple, as fiimUH 
iDg excellent materials to keep diildren quiet when they 
grow peevlBh, and providing tc^ics of amusement, io a 
tedkms winteir ni^t 

Lastly, it is proposed, as a singular advantage, tiuit 
&e aboliihin^ of Christianity will very much contribute 
to the unitii^ of IVotestants by enlarging the terms of 
communion, so as to' take in all sorts of dissenters, who 
are now shut out of the pale Upon account of a few cere- 
titonies, which all sides confess to be things indifferent: 
tfiat dHs alone will effectually answer the great ends of a 
sdieme for ccnnprehension, by opening a laige noble gate, 
at which all bo<Bes may enter ; whereas the chaffering 
with dissenters and dodgii^ about this w the other 
ceremony, is but lOLe opening a few wickets, and leaving 
them at jar, by which no more than one can get in at a 
time, and thi^ not widiout stooping, and sideHf^ and 
flqueeaag his body. 

To all this I answer, that there is one dailing inclina- 
tioQ of mankind, which usuaUy affects to be a retainer 
to religion, though she be neither its parent, its god- 
mother, dir its ineDd ; I mean the spirit of opposition, 
that lived loag before Christianity and can eanly sidxdst 
without it Let us, for instance, examine wherein the 
oppoKtion of sectaries among us consists ; we shall find 
Cbristianky to have no share in it at all. Does the 
Gospel any where prescribe a starched squeezed coun- 
tenance, a stiff formal gait, a singularity of manners and 
hafoit, or any affected modes of speech, different from 
Ae reasonable part of mankind ? Yet, if Christianity 
dM not lend its name to stand in the gap, and to omfOoy 
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or diTert diese huneinn, th^ hhisI of oeeeirity be m^. 
iacootraveiitiQBatotfaelavsQlthelsnd, lusd distuibaace 
of the publie peace. Tbeore ig a poitioa rf eotbraami 
iMdfDed to eveiy natioB, whlci^ if it has d«I firaper eb^ 
jecta to work on, will bunt out, and aet all in a flane» 
If tke quiet of a atale can be bought, by outy fliQfi^S 
meo a few eeremoniea to deymtr, it is ^ purchase no wis^ 
man would refuse. Let the mastiiTa ansuae th^mfdvea 
about a dieep's skiu stuffed with baj^ provided it wiB 
keep then from worrjiog the Ooek. The imtatutlou o( 
cooyeuts abroad, seesas, in one point, a straia of gveat 
witdom; there being few inregularitiea iu human pas* 
sbua, that maj not have recoui'se to vent (heEiiselYes io 
some of those orders, which c^e so many retreats U»! the> 
^speculative, the melandioly, the proud, the sdlent, tbe 
politic, and the morose, to spend themselves aud evapo!^ 
rate the noxious particks ; fcir each of whom,, we, in thia 
island, are forced to provide a several sect of religion, Uh 
keep them quiet ; and whenever Chdstiamty shsJl be 
abdished the l^klature must find some other expedient 
to employ and entertain them. For what imports it how 
large a gate you open, if there will be always left ft 
number, who place a pride and a merit in re&uiog to en- 
ter? 

Having thus considered the most important objectioo» 
against Christianity, and tbe cluef advantaged proposed 
by tbe abolishing thereof; I shall now with equal defer- 
eooe and submisskm to wiser judgments, as before, pro- 
ceed to mention a few inconveniences that may ha^pen^ 
if the Gospel should be repealed, which perhaps the pro- 
jectors may have not sufficiently considered. 

And first, I am very sensible liow muclk the gentlem«fr 
«l wit and pleasure are apt to murmur, and be chiAe^ 
at tl^ sight of so many daggled-tail parsons, whohappeOf 
t^ M ia tlieir w^y^ and ofiend their eyes ; but at th^ same; 
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tkne, these wise i«faniien do not coDsidw, wbtt an td- 
Tantage and feficity itis^ for great wits to be alw^ pro^ 
prided with objects of scom vmd contempt, la order to ex- 
et^dse nd improve tiidr talents, and diiieit their spleen 
from folHng on eadb other, or on themselves ; espedaUj 
when aU Mb may be done, withoiit the kast knaginaUo 
danger Co tiieir persons^ 

And to urge another aigument ci a poraUd natare r 
if Chifetianity were imce aboKdied, how eouid the free* 
linkers, the strong reascmen^ and the men of I»lefo^nd 
leaming, be able to find another subfeet, ao citoilatedhi 
on poh^ whereon todisph^ thdr abilities? what won* 
derful productions of wit should we be deprived of, fi^om 
those, whose genius, by €<mtinual practice, has been 
whdiy turned upon raillery and hivectives against ^nA^ 
gion, and would therefore never be able to shine or dis* 
tinguish themselves, upon any oth^r sulijectf we are 
daily complaining of the great decline of wit among us,. 
mnd would we take away the greatest, perhaps die onljf 
topic we have left? who would ever have su^oeied 
Asgyll for a wit, or Toland for a pbllosopber, if the in^ 
exhaustible stock of Christianity had not been at hand, 
to provide them with materials ? what other subject 
through all art (»r nature, could have produced Tindal 
for a profound author, or furnished him with readers ? 
It is the wise choice oi the subject, that alone adomo 
and distinguishes the writer.* For, had a hundred suek 
pens as these been employed on the side of religion^ 

• ** This passage,'' says Dr. Johason^ " deserves to be selected,.^ 
WDd he has atcordifi^y giv^n it at (uXl length in bis Lifi^ of Swift ^ 
lidding, ** the reasonableness of a Test is not hard to be proved, but 
lierhaps it must be allgwed^ that the jfroper Test has not been* 
ehosen." N. 
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diey woald haV€ immediately iMiik hH0 saeBce and 

Nor do I think it wh^ty grouiKUesB, or my fean ^ 
together imaginary, that the dboUehiiig Chrktiaiiity may 
perhaps bring the church into danger^ or at least put the 
senate to the trouUe of another securii^ vote. I dedve 
I may not be mistaken ; I am for from presuming to 
affirm, m think, thi^ the church is in danger at present, 
m as things now stand; but we know not how somi it 
may be so, when the Christian reli^n is repealed. As 
plausible as this project seems, there may be a dangerous 
design lurking under it NotMng can be m<»e noto- 
rious, than that the Athdsta, Deists, Socinians, Ai^itri- 
nitarians, and other subdirisions of Freethmkers, are 
persons of little zeal for the- present ecclenastical estar 
bKshment : their declared opinion is for repealing the sa- 
cramental test : they are yerj indifferent with regard to 
ceremonies; nor do tliey hold the ^9 dmmnn d" episco- 
pacy : therefore this may be intended as one politic step 
toward altering the constitution of the Church en^al^^- 
ed, and setting up Presl^ery in the stead, which I leame 
to be farther con^dered by those at the helm. 

In the last place, I think nothing can be m<Nre plain, 
dian that by this expedient, we shall run into the evil 
we, chiefly pretend to avoid : and that the abolishment oi 
the Christian reBgion, will be the readiest course we 
can take to introduce popery. And I am the more in- 
clined to this opinion, because we know it has been the 
constant practice of the Jesuits, to send over emissaries, 
with instructions to personate themselves members oFthe 
several prevailing sects among us. So it is reccnrded, 
that they have at sundry times appeared in the disgidse 
of Presbyterians, Anabaptists, Independents, and 
Quakers, according as any of these were most in credit ; 
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10, onee the kMoa hu beeo taken up of explodkig re- 
l^km, the popMi imtrioDaries ba^e not been wanting to 
nix with ^ Freetkinken; among whom Toland, the 
f^xti, oraek of the antichriitians, Is an Irish priest, the 
son ^ an* Irish prieet And the most learned and inge- 
nons author <tf a book, called "" The Bights of the 
Christlatt Church," was in a proper juncture reconciled 
to the RoiniiA faith, whose true son, as appears by a 
Inukfar^d passages in his treaUse, he stiU continues. Per- 
haps I c<Mild add some others to the number; but the 
fact k beyond dispute, and the reasoning they proceed- 
ed bj is right : for, supposing Christianity to be ex- 
tii^uished, the people will never be at ease till they find 
out some other method of worship ; which will as infalli- 
bly produce superstiticm, as suporstition will end in Po- 
pery, 

And therefore, if notwithstanding all I have said, it 
still be tho^gl^ necessary to have a bill brought in 
for rq)^ding Christianity, I would humbly offer an 
amendment, that instead of the word Christianity, may 
be put reli^on in general ; which, I concdve, will much 
better answer all the good ends pn^posed by the pro- 
jeetcwB of it For, as long as we leave in being a God 
and his providence, wi^ all the necessary consequences, 
whidi curious and inquisitive' men will be apt to di-aw 
from such premises, we do not strike at the root of the 
evil, though we should ever so effectually annihilate the 
present schone of the Gospel: for, of what use is free- 
dom of thought, if it will not produce freedom of ac- 
tion ? which is the sole end, how remote soever in ap- 
pearance, of all objections against Christianity; and 
therefore, the FreeUiinkers consider it as a sort of edi- 
fice, wherein all the parts have such a mutual depend- 
ence on each other, that if you happen to pull out one 
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flkgle nail) the wkole &brie amst &U t9 tke grouiuL 
Thk was hapfiUj exfHressed bj hki, wlio had heard of 
a text brou^ for proof of the trinityi, nhich io ao an* 
dent manuscript wto diflfeiently read ; he theraipon is^ 
mediately took the hint, and bf a sudden dedttetloti of 
a long smites^* most logicallj concluded; ^ Why, if i( 
be as you say, I may safely whore and drink on, and 
defy the parson." From which, and many the like 
mstances easy to be pisoduced, I think notUi^ can be 
more manifest, than that the quarrel is not against any 
particular points of hard d^eslion in the Christian ^s* 
tern, but against religion in general; which, by laying 
restraMs on human nature, is supposed the great faiemy 
to the freedom of thought and action. 

Upon the whole, if it shall still he thou^t fer the be- 
nefit of church and state, that Christianity be aboUshed, 
I conceive, however, it may be more oonvenient todeier 
the execution to a time of peace ; and i^t venture, iis^ 
this coiQuncture, to disoblige our idlies, who^ as it falla 
out, are all Christians, and many of them, by th^ prejih 
dices of thehr educatiou, so b%oted^ as to place asort oi 
pride in the appellation. If upon being rejected by 
diem, we are to trust to an alliance with the Turk, we 
diall find ouiselves imich deceived : for, as he is too re* 
mote, and generally engaged in war with tl^e Peroan em* 
peror, so his people w^dbe more scandalkaed atourin-t 
fidelity, than our Christian ndghbours. For the Turks 
are not only strict observers of religious worsh^ but„ 
what is wcnrse, believe a God; which is more than is re- 
quired of US) even while we preserve the name of 
Christians. 

* A MriUs differs from a s^Uogism, k ihzi it takes only the mioOK. 
propoeition. An example of this figure may W seem in the History 
^ John Bull, vol XXUh N. 
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To conclade: Trhaterer tome may tiiink of the great 
advantages to trade by this farourite scheme, I do very 
much apprehend, that in six months time after the act is 
passed for the extirpation of the Gospel, the Bank and 
East-India stock may fall at least one per cent. And 
dnce that is fifty times more, than ever the wisdom of 
our age thought fit to venture, for tlie preservation of 
Christianity, there is no reason ure should be at so great 
a loss, merely for the sake of destroying \%. 
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Id the Miscellanies, pabHshed by Morphew, mlTll, fhefoUowing 
'^^"ertiseftcitt^evideiit}/ dictated by Dr. Swift« is piefiied: 

** The following Letter is supposed by some judicious persons to 
be of the^ame author, and. if their covertures be right, it will be 
of nodisadvantatgeto him to have it revived, conndering the time 
when it was writ, the persons then, at the^helm, and the designs in 
agitation, against which this paper so boldly appeared. I have 
^>cfeii aasured that the suspicion wiiidi the -supposed author lay under 
for writing this Letter, absolutely ruined him with the late Minify 
try. . I have taken leave ffi o^iit aliosit & ¥H^ which was purely per- 
sonal, and of no use to the subject." 
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A LETTER, &cj- 



-Sn^ DtthUn^ Dec. 4, I70S. 

I RB^feiWD yoiur letter, vfaerdn ymi (eU ne of 
the fltrrage r^»ieeentati«iB tmide ai va on jowr side <oF 
iSbe water. T^ iastaiice yoa are pleased to meatioB 
lutkat e€tibe jNred^^^terian mbaQOBry, wfao, aeeerdiog to 
foor i^rase has beeti lately peraeeoted at Drof^beda for 
te religion : Itoft it is easy to ofeeerve, how mightj in- 
ttobious some people have beea for three or four 
years past, to Inad jl)ORt stories of the hard^ips, the 
merits, the Bomber, and the power of the presbjterians 
hi Ireland; to raise formidable ideas of the dangers 
of popery there, and to transiiHt all for Engiand, im- 
prefixed by great addkioiMi, and with i^edal care to 
have, them inseited, wkh oommeats, in those infielfflom 
weekiy papers, that iafest yoar cbflfee-hoascs. So when 
thedcime eaactbg a sacramental test was put in exe- 
cution. It was given OBt in England, that half the justices 
of peace' through this kugdom, had laid down thehr com- 
misaons: whereas, upon examination, the whole num- 
ber was found to amouirt only to a dozen or thirteen, 
and tiiose generally <^ the lowest rate in fortune and 
understanding, and some «f them superminuated. So, 
wlien the earl of PemlHroite was in Ireland, an^ the pas- 
Uament sitting, a foimal story was very gravely carried 
to his excellency, by some zealous members, of a priest 
nevAy arrived from abroad to the north-west parts of 
Ireland, who had publicly preached to his people, to 
fall a murdering the protestants ; which, though invented 
•to serve an end ^y were then upon, and are still dri- 
ving aty was presently handed over, and printed ^ith 
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fitoewd remarks by jour worthy scribblen. In like 
nanner* the account of that person, who was lately es- 
pelled our umvernty for reflecting oh the memory of 
King William: what a dust it raised, and how foully it 
was related, is fresh enough in memory. Neither would 
pec^le be convinced, till the university was at the pains 
of [Hiblishing a Latin paper to justify themselves. And 
to mention no nK»re, this story of the persecution a$ 
Brogheda, how it has been spread and aggravated, what 
consequences have been drawn from it, and what re- 
proaches fixed (m those who have least deserved tliem, 
we are already informed. Now if the end of all this 
proceeding Ivere a secret and mystery, I should not pre- 
tend to give it an interpretation $ but sufficient care hag 
been taken to eiq>lain it, first, by addresses artificially 
(if not illegadly) procured, to show the miserable state 
of the diiraenters in Ireland by reason of the sacramen- 
tal test, and to desire the queen's intercession, that it 
mij^t be repealed. Then, it is manifest, that our Speak- 
er,^ when he was last year in England, sdicited in per-^ 
son several members of both houses to have it repealed 
by an act there j though it be a matter purely national, 
that cannot possibly interfere with the trade and inte- 
rest of England ; and though he himself a[^ared for^ 
merly the most zealous of all men, against die injustice 
of binding a nation by laws, to which they do not con^ 
sent* And lastly, those weekly libellers, whenever they 
gpt a tale by the end, relating to Ireland, without once 
troubling their thoughts about the truth, always end it 

* Alan Broderiek, Esq. was appointed by King William solicitor- 
general of Ireland, in which post he was continued hy Queen Anne ; 
was chosen speaker in 1703 ; attorney-general in 1707 ; chief justice 
•f the queen*6 bench in 1700; Jord chancellor, Sept. 90, 1714 ; created 
baron Broderick, April 13, 171^ ; viacoiiBt Middkton, Aug. 5^ 1717. 
He died Aug. 29, 1728. N. 
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Iritli an apfdk^tioQ againsi the sacrameotal test, imd the 
abflx^te necesBxtj there is of repealing it in both kiog- 
doms. I know it may be reckoned a weakness to say 
U17 tiling of such trifles, as are below a serious man's 
notice ; much less would I dispai-age the understanding 
of any party, to think they would choose the vilest and 
mo^igncnrant among mankind, to employ them for the 
aasertors of a cause. I shall odly say, that the scanda^ 
Wi liberty those wretdies take, would hardly be al- 
lowed, if it w»*e not mingled with opinions that some 
men would-be glad to advance. Besides, how insipid 
soever those papars are, they seem to be levelled to the 
understandings of a great mimber; they are grown a 
liecesssffy part in colfee-house furniture, and some time 
<H^ other may happen to be read by customers of all ranks 
for curiosity and amusement, because they lie always in 
the way. One of these authors (the fellow that wps 
pill(Nried, I have forgot his name*) is indeed so grave, 
sententious, dogmatical a itigue, that there is no enduring 
him; the Observatorf is much the bi-iaker of the two, 
and I think farther gone of late in lies and impudence 
than his presbyterian brother. The reason why I men- 
tion him, is, to have an occasion of letting you know, 
that you have not dealt so gaUantly with us, as we did 
with you in a parallel case: last year a paper was 
brought here from England, called " A Dialogue be- 
tween the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mr. Higgins, 
which we ordered to be burnt by the common hangman, 
as it well deserved, though we have no more to do with 
his grace of Cantei'bury,t than you have with the arch» 

• Daniel Defoe. H. 

f Mr. John Tutchin. H. 

X Dr. Thomas Tenisoa. H. 



VOL. IV. 



Digitized by Google 



26 A LETTER CONCERNING 

bishop of DubliQ f^ nor can you love and reverence your 
prelate ttiore than we do em's, whom you tamely suffer 
to be abused openly, and by name, by that paltry rascal 
of an Observator; and lately upon an affair wherein he 
bad no concern ; I mean the business of the missionary 
of Drogheda, wherein our Excellent primate was enga- 
ged, and did nothing but according to law and discre- 
tion.' But because the lord archbishop of Dublin has 
been upon several occasions, of late yeai-s, misrepresent- 
ed in England, I would willingly set you right in his 
character.! For his great sufferings and eminent ser- 
vices, he was by the late king promoted to the see of 
Derry. About the same time he wrote a book to justify 
the revolution, wherein was an account of King James's 
proceedings in Ireland; and the late Archbishop TUlot- 
son recommended it to the king, as the most serviceable 
treatise, that could have been published at such a junc- 
ture. And as his grace set out upon those principles, 
he has proceeded so ever since, as a loyal subject to the 
queen, entirely for the succession in the protestant line, 

* Dr. William King. H. 

+ It is very remarkable that this character was omitted in the 
Irish edition of 1735, said to have been dictated, or strictly revised 
by the Dean himself; and Mr. Pope, who has been accused of 
garbling the writings he was entrusted with, appears here at least a 
faithful editor, and the author himself to be the garbler. Lord Or- 
rery informs us, that Dr. King, when bishop of Derry, hindered 
Dr. Swift from being made dean of Derry. So that, considerini; 
the violence of Swift's fesentments, it may seem harder to ac- 
count for his inserting this encomium, than for his leaving it oiit. 
But he was then, probably, a stranger to the ill office of his back 
friend, till he was initiated into the par^ to which he afterwardi 
adhered) and to which Dr. Boulter owed his advancement to the 
Primacy, in 1719, in opposition to Dr. King. Whatever induced 
Swift to efface this character, the public, once in possession of it, 
will not contentedly part witli it. It is too precious a morsel to be 
lost. And if authors (as they have a right) sliall castrate themselves, 
they must not think to appear to the world with the same spirit as 
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4ttid for ever excluding the Pretender; and though a 
firm friend to the church, jet i^ith indulgence toward 
dissenters, as appears firom his conduct at Deny, where 
he was settled for many years among the most vinilent 
of the sect, yet upon his removal to Dublin, they parted 
from him with tears in their eyes, and universal acknow- 
ledgments of his wisdom and goodness. Fiur therest, 
it must be owned, he does not busy himself by enticing 
deep into any party, but rather spends his time in acts oi 
hospitality and charity, in building of churches, repairing 
Us palace, in introducing and (Nreferring the worthiest 
persons he can find, without other regards : in short, in 
the practice of all virtues, that can become a public (nt 
private life. This and more, if possible, is ^e to so 
excellent a person, who may be justly reckoned among 
the greatest and most learned {Hrelates of this age, how- 
.ever his character may be defiled by such mean and 
dirty hands, as those of the Observator, or such as em- 
ploy him. 

I now come to answer the other part of your letter, 
and shall give you my opinion freely about repealing the 
sacramental test ; only whereas you desire my thou^ts 
as a friend, and not as I am a member of parliament, I 
must assure you they are exactly the ss^ne in both capa- 
cities. 

I must begin by tellii^ you we are generally surprised 
at your wonderful kindness to us on this occasion, in be- 
ing so very industrious to teach us to see our interests in 
a point, where we are so unable to see it ourselves. 
TMs has given us some suspicion ; and though in my own 
particular I am hugely bent to believe, that whenever 
you concern youi-selves in our affairs, it is certainly finr 
our good, yet I have the misfortune to be something sin- 
gular in this belief; and therefore I never attea^)t to jus- 
tify it, but content myself to possess my own opinion in 
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fniviite, for fear of eQcounterii^ men of more wit of 
irords, tbaii I have to spare. 

We at this distance, who see nothing of the spring of 
actions, are forced, by mere conjecture, to assign two rea- 
sons for your desiring us to repeal the sacramental test ; 
one is, because you are said to imagine it will be a step 
toward the like good work in England. The other more 
Immediate, that it will open a way for rewarding several 
persons, who hare well deserred Upon a great occasion, 
hat who aare now unqualified thrcmgh that impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, especially English ; 
but I remember there is in some of Mr. Cowley's love 
'rerses a strain, that I tliought extraordinary at fifteeo, 
«DLd have often since imagined it to be spoken by Ire^ 
land. 

" Forbid it Heaven, my life Phooid be 
Weigh'di with her least conveaiency.*' 

In shorty whatever advantage you propose to yourselves 
bf repealing #ie sacramental test, speak it out plamly, it 
is the best argument you can use, for we value your inter- 
est much more than our own ; if your little finger be sore, 
luid you think a poultice made of our vitals will give it 
way ease, spefik thet word, and it shall be done : the in- 
terest of our whole kingdom is at any time ready to 
fitrtke to that of yi^ur poorest fishing towns ; it is hard 
you wfll tiot accept our services, unless we believe at 
liie satne time, th^ you are only consulting our profit, 
ftud giving us marks of your love. If there be a fire at 
some distance, and I immediately blow up my house be- 
fore there be occasion, because you are a man of quality, 
ftfid apprehend some danger to a comer of your stable ; 
yet why should you require me to attend next morning 
Ht your levee, with my humble thanks for the favour you 
■ ' -me? 
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If ire mig^ be alkmed to judge for ooiselvei, we had 
i^buodaoce of benefit by the sacramental test, and foresee 
a number of mischie& would be the consequence of re- 
pealing it ; and we conceive the objections made against 
it by the dissenters, are of no manner of force. They 
tell us (^ their merits in the late war in Ireland, and how 
cheeriully they engaged for the safety of the nation ; thai 
if they had thought they had been fighting only other 
people's quarrels, perhaps it might have cooled their 
zeal ; and that for the future they shall sit down quietly, 
and let us do our work ourselves ; nay, that it i» neces- 
sary they should do so, since they cannot take up arms 
under the penalty of high treason. 

Now sijqpposing them to have done their duty, as I be- 
lieve they did, (and not to trouble them about the fly eu 
the wheel) I thought liberty, property, and religion, had 
been the three subjects of the quarrel ,• and have not all 
thpse been unply secured to them? had they at that 
time a mentid reservation for power and employments f 
ttod must these two articles be added henceforward io 
our national quarrels? It is grown a mighty conceit 
WRoog some men, to melt down the phrase of a churek 
establkhed by law, into ^at of the religion of the magic* 
irate ; of which appellation it is eaner to find the reason 
than the sense : if by the magutrate they mean the 
prince, the expression unhides a falsehood; for when 
King James was f^ince, the established ch|urch was the 
same it is now. If by the same word Aey mean the te- 
gyiature, we deshre n6 fiiore. Be that as it will, we of 
this kingdom believe the church of Ireland to be the ^a* 
tkmal church, and the only one estabMdied by law, and 
are willing by the same law to give a toleration to dis- 
senters; but if once we repeal oiur sacramental test, and 
grant a tderation, or sui^end the execution of the penal 
Isws, J do not see how we can be said to have aiiy estd- 
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billed clnirdi remaining ; or rather, why there \dil not 
be as many established churches, as there are sects of 
dissenters. No, say they, yours will still be the nation*- 
al church, because your bishops and clei-gy are maintadn- 
ed by the public ; but, that I suppose will be of no long 
duration, and it would be very unjust it should, because^ 
to speak in Tindal's phrase, it is not reasonable that re-' 
venues should be annexed to one opinion, more than an- 
other, when all are equally lawful ; and it is the same 
author^s maxim, that no freebom subject ought to pay 
for maintaining speculations he does not believe. But 
why should any man, upon account of opinions he can- 
not help, be deprived of the opportunity of serving his 
queen and country ? Their zeal is commendable, and 
when employments go a begging for want of hands, they 
shall be sure to have the refusal, only upon conditioo 
they will not pretend to them upon maxims, which eqosl- 
ly include atheists, turks, jews, infidels, and heretics; or, 
which is still more dangerous, even papists themselveif: 
the former you allow, the other you deny ; because these 
last own a foreign power, and therefore must be ^ut out. 
But there is no great weight in this ; for their rel]gi0& 
can suit with free states, with limited or absolute mon- 
archies, as well as a better; and the pope's power in 
France is but a shadow ; so that, upon this foot, thwe 
need be no great danger to the constitution, by admit- 
ting papists to employments. I will help you to enough 
of them who shall be ready to allow the pope as Iktle^ 
power here as you please ^ and the bare opinion of his 
being vicar of Christ, is but a speculative point, foe 
which no man, it seems, ought to be deprived of the ca^ 
pacity of serving his country. 

But, if you please, I will tell you the great objection 
we have against repealing this same sacramental test. It 
is, that we are verily persuaded, the consequence will bft 
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an entike aUemtioa of religion among i]b» in no great • 
compaflB of years. And pray, obBcarre how we reason 
here in Ireland upon this matter. 

We obsejTFe the Scots in our northern parts, to be a 
Inrave industrious people, extremely devoted to their re« 
ligion, and full of an undisturbed affection toward each 
other. Numbers of that noble nation, invited by the 
fertilitifis of the soil, are glad to exchange their bairen 
1»U8 of lioquabar, by a voyage of three hours, for our 
fruitful vales of Down and Antrim, so productive of that 
^in, which, at little trouble and less expense, finds 
diet and lodging for themselves and their cattle. These 
people, bytheur extreme parsimony, wonderful dexterity 
in dealing, and firm adherence to one another, soon grow 
into weahh from the smallest beginnings, never are root- 
ed out where they once fix, and increase daily by new 
8up{4ies : besides, when they are the superior number 
ia any tract of ground, they are not over patient of mix- 
lure ; bat such, whom they cannot assimilate, soon find 
it their interest to remove. I have done all in my pow- 
er, on some land of my own, to preserve two or three 
English fellows in their neighbouriiood, but found it im- 
possible, though one of them thought he had sufiiciently 
made his court l^ turning presbyterian. Add to all 
thk, that they bring along with them from Scotland a 
.most formidable notion of our church, which they look 
.upon at least three degrees worse than popery : and it is 
natural it should be so, since they come over fuU fraught 
with that spirit, which taught them to abolish episcop)i« 
;Cy at home. 

Thetf we proceed farther, and observe, that the gentle- 
men of employmeuts here make a very considerable 
number in the house of commons, and, have no 
other merit, but that of doing their duty in their sevml 
, stations; therefore, when the test is repealed, it wUl be 
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U^lfy^ MaiMiil^e they siwiaid give place to tb«e wte 
liave much greater senrices to plead. The cosiBiissioas. 
of the revenue are soon disp€«ed o( aoid the eoUeetmii 
ftod other officers thoughout tfak kiDgdonHy are geoeirally 
appointed by the commmAoaen, which gives them ^ 
mighty influence in every country. As imich may be 
said <tf the great ofilcers in the law $ and when this doot 
is open to let dia^enters into the commisBioiis of the peace^ 
to make them high gharifis, mayors of corporaiions^ •and 
officers of the army and militia^ I do not see bow it can. 
he otherwise, considering their industry and our supine- 
oess) but that they may, in a very few years, gfow to a 
majority in the house of commons, and consequently 
inake themselves the national religion, and have a ,fah* 
pretence to demand the revenues of the <^rch for their 
teachers. I know it will be objected, that if all this 
should happen as I describe, yet ihe presbyteriaa reHf 
gton could never be made the national by ad of par- 
liameot, because our bishops are so great a number la 
the house of lords ; and without a mijmty thare^ the 
church could not be abolished. But I have two very 
good expedients kur that, which I shall leave jim ta 
guess, and I d»*e swear oiur speaker here has oftea 
thought on, especially having en<kav(Mred at one of them 
so lately. To convince you that this design is not so 
ftnreign from some people's thoughts, I must let you know, 
that an honest bellwether <^ our house,''^ (you have him 
now in England, I wish you could keep him there) had 
the impudence some years ago, in parliament time, to 
shake my lord bishop of Kilaloof by his lawn sleeve, and 
tell him, in a threatening manner, '^ that he li^>ed to 

* Supposed to be Mr, Broderick. H. 

i Dr. LvMlsay, a(terward lord primate. H< 



Digitized by Google 



THE SACRAM£KTAL TEST. 93 

]h«tofleecbeda}s wiieo diecedKNiid iMtbe oaerf fab 
m6a[ ha die Idosdooi." 

Theie Jast lioeB periu^ yen tUidc a dkgreiBioo; 
t htge fa re to iietam : I hftye tdd jou the comequences 
ve fyMj redton upon, firon repealteg the sacntmental 
tcit, whldi, aHhoi^ the greatest otimber of such as ave 
kr do/kag k, are actadl j io do maoner of paki about k, 
sad TBuny ti diem eare not tireepenoe whether there be 
iffijr dnreh, or not, yet, beeauae they pretend to argue 
ftaiaecHiaetoiee, at well as policy abd interest, I tlrou^t 
H proper to understaod add answer them accordingly. 

Now, a«p, in answer to your question, whether, if any 
atlenpc i^ould be made here for repealing the sacra- 
vieoM test, it would be likely to succeed ? the number 
of professed dissenters in dds parliament was, as I re- 
n^tcniber, somethhig under a ddfisen, and I cannot call to 
mind above thirty others, who were e^qpeeted to fall in 
"^^ them. This is certain, Uiat the (Nresbyterian party, 
^«Hng wllii great industry mustared up their forces, 
did endearour one day, upon occasion of a hint in my 
lord Pembrok€^s speech, to ikitroduce a debate about ri^- 
P^aliog the test clause, when there appeared 9i least four 
to one odds against them ; and the ablest of (hose, who 
^ere reckoned the most staunch and thoroughpaced 
^h%siipon all other occasions, fell off with an abhor- 
rence at the first mention of this. 

I must desire you take notice, that the terms of Whig 
^ ''<wy, do not properly express the diflferent interests 
^Q our parliament. I remember, when I was last in 
%land, I told the king, "that the highest Tcndes we 
had with us would make tolerable Whigs there." This 
^a« certainly r^ht, and still in the general continues so, 
'^^^ you have sirjce admitted new characteristics, 
'^hich did not come within our definition. Whoever 
"^ws a true veneration for the glorious memory of king 
b2 
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WiMam, as oui great deliverar from popery and filawy; 
whoever is firmly loyal to our present queen, with an 
utter abhorrence and detestadon of the Pretender; who- 
eyer approves the succesaim to die crown in tiie house 
of Hanover, and is for preserving the doctrine and difi- 
cipUne of the church <rf England, wiA an indulgoice for 
scrupulous consciences; such a man we think acts upon 
right prindples, and may be justly aUowed a wWg ; and 
I believe there are not six membersonour house of com- 
- mons, who may not fairly come under this descariptioii* 
So that the parties among us are made up, on^ ade, of 
moderate whigs^ and on the other of presbyterians and 
their abettois ; by which last I mean such, who can eqa^- 
ly go to a church or conventicle, or such who aie indHPer- 
ent to all religion in general ; or lastly, 8U<^ who affect to 
bear a personal rancoiur toward the cla^ : these last 
are a set of men not of our own growth, their principles 
at least have beeii imported of late years ; yet this wfaole 
party put togethar, will s^arce,^! am confident^ amount 
to above fifty men in. parliament, wluoh can hardly be 
worked up into a majority of three hundred. 

As to the hpuse of Lords, the difficulty there is con- 
ceived at least as great as in ours. So many of our tem- 
poral peers live in England, that the bishops are geoorak 
ly pretty qear a jwzr of thehouse, and we reckon they will 
be all to a man against repealing the test; and yet theij: 
lordships aie generally thought as good whigs upon our 
principles, as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a few 
lay l<»rds, who appear to have no.great devotion for epifr- 
c<^>aey ; and peAaps one or two more, with whom car- 
tain powerful motives might be used, for removing any 
difiiculty whatsoever; but these are, in no sort, a ouok 
ber to carry any point against a coojonctionof tlie resfc 
and the whole bench of bishops. 
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Besides, the whole hody of our clergy is utterly 
agaifist repealing the test, though they are ehthrely de- 
rated to her mi^y, and hardly one in a hundred, tirho 
we not very good wfaigs, in our acceptation of the word. 
And I must let you know tlmt we of Ireland are not jet 
coBi^ up to other fdks' refinements, for we generally love 
and esteem our elagy, and think they deserve it ; nay, 
we are apt to lay some weight upon their opinion, and 
would not willingly disoblige them, at least unless it 
were upon some greater point of interert than this. And 
teir judgment in the present affkir is the more to be 
regarded, because they are the last persons who will be 
^i^ted \3f it : this makes us think them impartial, and 
ftat their concern is only for religion, and the interest of 
the kingdom. Because the act, which repeals the test, 
'will only qualSy a layman for an employment, but not 
a presbyterian or anabaptist preacher, for a church^liv- 
ing. Now I nmst take le^re to inform you, that several 
members of our house, and myself among the rest, know- 
ing some time ag6 what was upon the anvU, went to all 
the clergy we knew of any distinction, and desdred their 
judgment in tlie matter; wherein we found a most won- 
derful agreement, there being but one divine that we could 
hear of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of a con- 
trarj^ sentiment; wherein he afterward stood alone in 
the convocation, very little to his credit, though as he 
hoped very much to his interest 

I will now consider a little the arguments offered to 
i^w the advantages, or rather the necessity of repealing 
the test in Ireland. We are told the popish interest is 
hare so formidabte, that all hands should be joined to 
keep it under; that the only names of dl^inction among 
us ought to be those of protestant and papist; apd that 
this ^p^dient is the only means to unite all protestant^ 
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upon oae cooham bottom. All which b octlAig tmt 
BibrepreseiitadMi and mkiake. 

If we were under any real ^s«r of the pi^islf ia tUi 
kiQgdoiiK k wodd be hard to thhik ua ao stupid, ais not 
to he etffisify appreheBsire with others, siaee we aie 
Hkelj to be the greatest, and ftiore {mmedliEte sufiRarecs^ 
but OQ the coDtratj, we hM^ vBpon tfaeai tobtaHc igtUwi 
as ioconsideraMe, as die womee and chHdren* Their 
laada are letoost eotireij taken from diem, and they an 
ireiidered Inciq^aMeof purdiasing any more, and for the 
little that remaihs, provision is mack by the late aci 
against popery, diat H will daily crumble away: to pre- 
vest whidi, some of the most eoMid^cable among thrns 
are abeady tmmed pvotestants, lUid tlo in all pvdlt^tbi^ 
wiH lAany more. Then the popish piiests are all r^ 
gistered, and wkhout pemussion (which I hope wOl not 
be gi-anted) they can have no suoceseors; so diat the 
protestant cl^y will find it perhaps no dflfioult matt^^ 
to bring g^at numbers orer to the ehmrch; and hi the 
mean time tte common people^ wtthout leaders, without 
disci^ine, or natural courage, being little better thaai 
hewers of wood, and drawers of water, are out of 9S 
capacity of dolz^ any ndsdde^ if they were eW ai» 
weM inclined. Keitber are th^ at idl lik^ to join, ^ 
any coasider^le Bumbers, with an invader, havh^ f t mmd 
«> ill success when they were much more numerous aoA 
powerfiil ; when they had a prtowe of their own reifgioi^ 
to head them, had been trdned for some years under a 
pofMi deputy, and received such mi^ty aids from tfa» 
French kii^.* 

As to that atgument used CDrrepealhig the test, that ii 
will unito all protestaals i^dnst die common ememy; I 

^ fia the reign of Kiog Jamef U. and HU aOfer $fae battle of tl|e 
Icpeiaiseo. B. 
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wvndber bf iiiiat i^^ore dMee geotiaraett «|Nmk, wIm^ are 
{iletsed «• adrmioe it : «ypwp> ia opdcr to waeme the 
Meadel^brtweeii jou sod 1116, a law ihoald pass, Dial 
i mcut iiaire half your efMe; da 70U diiiik tint wmM 
iMu^advaBcetliettiuoalKtweftt lis? or siqipaee I dme 
my fioatsDe eqnaijr betwaeo nj owo eyick^n and a 
ataiq|er> wfaoail take into my- protoctioa: wUltliat be 
a taethod to ufiUe diem ? it 10 ao odd way of waibiog 
forties to defMrive a majmty of part d their aoctent 
r^t, bjrcoiifeifiiig koQ aiMstioo, idio had nererai^ 
fi|^ at aU, afid tbetefinre oaooot be said to suflfer anj 
ksseriDgarjr, If it be reftieed them. Keiths Is it yeiy 
dear, how iar some peof^ mtoj iti-etdi the term of com- 
noQ eaeBBfjr* fi^w maoy are theie of those that eaU 
theaiselvesprotiestai^ who loc^apon our worship ta^ be 
idolatraufl, as wefi as titat of the papistsy azid witli 
^at eharitj, put (Nrelaey and pop^y togetimy as terns 
coQT^'dlile ? 

And therefore there is one small doubt* I would be 
wfflingly satisfied id, before I agree to the repeaUnig of 
tte test; that is, whether these sacrae protestants, when 
i^y hffre, by their dexteri^, made diemsdves the na^ 
tional reMgien, aad disposed'Hlie c^reh Terenues among 
^leir pastors or themsel^Fe^ wHl be so kind to idlow us 
i^ffisenters, I do not say a share in employment, but a 
bxe tfAtanLi^m by law ? t^ reasim of my doubt i% be«- 
canse I have been so very idle, as to read dbove fifty 
l^mphlets, written by as many presbyterian diviaes, 
loudly dSsekiming ^is iM toleratioii; some of ibem 



♦ Tlie arrangement of these words, IrvouM hBnUlingly saHsfied in^ 
bccvMomsoch ahotiblmaatiscliMtgreeable totheear; asmallohaoge 
will iiiakethewof4tnia8iao«tbl7,a8tbii»-^*i would wiUiogly b#^ 



Digitized by Google 



^ A LETTER CONCERNING 

calliBg it (I know not haw i^operiy) t ragiof popoy, 
and all agreeing it was to estdbli^ iniquity by a law. 
Now I would be glad to know, when and wheie thdr 
flUCcessoTB have renounced diis doctrine, ami before what 
witnesses. Because, oMtfalnks I should be loath, to see 
ray poor titular bishop mpatf&ms^ seized on by mistake 
in the dark for a Jesuit; or be ibcced mymM to keep a 
diapkdn disguised like my butler^ and steal to prayers 
in a back room, as my grandfather used in those times^ 
when the church oi En^^and was malignant. 

But this IB ripping up old quarrels long forgot; pope^ 
ry is nowthe cranmon eneo^, agiinst which we must all 
unite : I have been tired in history with the peipetual 
folly €i those states, who call in fwe^sners to assist them 
against a connnon enemy : but the mischief was, these 
allies would never be brought to allow, that the common 
enemy wasquite subdued* And they bad reason; for 
it proved at last, that one part of the common enemy was 
those who called them in^ and so the allies became at 
kngth the masters. 

It is agreed amei^ naturalists^ that a limi is a larger, 
a stronger, and more dangerous enemy than a catf yet 
if a man were to have hincholce, either a lion at his 
foot, bound fast with three or four chains, his teeth drawn 
out, and his daws pared to the quick, or an angry cat 
in ftdl liberty at his throat; he would take no long ikm% 
to determine. 

I have been sometimes admiring the wonderful sigoifi* 
eam^ of that word p^rsecutioo, and what various inter- 
pretations it has accpiired even within my memory. 
When I was a boy, I often heard the presbyterians com- 
plain, that they were not permitted to, serve God in 
their own way: they said they did not repine at our 
employments, but thought that all men who live peace- 
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ai^, oD^hlto have Ubarty^ of omsei^oe, and leave to 
assemble. That impediment being removed at the re- 
vc^tioO) they soon learned to swallow the sacramental 
test, and began to take very large steps, wherein aU wh6 
offered to oppose them, were called men of a persecute 
kig spirit. DiudBg the time the hill against occasional 
cooliMrmity was on fi>ot, persecutien was every day rtti^ 
hi our eaiB, and now at last the sacram^tal test itself 
has the same name. Where then is this matter likely to 
end, when the obtaining of one request, is only used 
as astep to demand another ? a lover is ever comj^in- 
log ef cruelty, while any thing is denied him ; when 
tiie lady ceases to be cruel, she is from the next mo- 
ment at his mercy : so persecution, it se^ns, is every 
thmg, that will not leave it in men's powarto persecute 
ethers. 

Thore is one aigoment ofi^fed agamst a sacramental 
test, k^asort of men, who are content to be styled of the 
church of England, who perhaps attend its service in the 
morning, and go with their wives to a conventicle in the 
i^itamaoB, confessing they hear very good doctrine in 
boUi. These men are much offended, that so holy an 
institution, as that of the Lord's Supper, i^UHtld be made 
subservient to such mm'cenary purposes as the getth^ of 
an employments Now it seems^ the law, concluding all 
H^n to be menribars of ihaX churdi where they receive 
ihe sacrament ; and supposing all men to live lyLe chrie- 
liam (espeeidly those .who are Uvhave employments) did 
imagine they received the sacrament in course about 
four times a year ; and therefore only desired it might 
af^ar by Certificate to the public, that such, who took 
an o0ice, were members of tl^ church estaUkhed, by 
doing their ordinary duty. However, lest we should 
offend them, we have often desired they would deal can- 
didly with us: for, if the matter stuck only there, we 

Digitized by Google 



40 A letHeb concbrnin» 

vcndd propose it ia purltfuoeot, thai every -nao, wh» 
lakes an employateot, dumld, instead of receinog the 
sacramei^ be obliged to sweur, that he ia a mend^er of 
Ihe church of Ireland bj law ei^ablished» with ^'mo» 
pacy, and so forth; and as they do now in Scatlaad, tp 
be true to the kirk. But when we drive them thus btpt 
they always retire to the main body rf the aiguiaeiit, 
■ige the hardship that ra^ should be. deprived the 
Mberty of serving their queen and country, on account of 
their conscience; and, in short* have recourse to the 
aoQunoa style of their half bcethreo. Now, whether &ia 
be a sincere way of aigwng, I will appeal to any othei^ 
jodgment but theirs. 

There is another topic of claaKMur seaiewhat paraHei 
to the fore^MBg: it seems by the test dauae, the miHtej' 
officers are obliged to receive the sacrament, as wdl as 
the civil. Andit is a matter of seme pattence, to hear 
the dissenters declaiming upon this occasion: they erf 
Ihey are disarmed, they we used like papists; when as 
enemy appears athoaie,or from abroad, they Bwst sit sftitt 
and see t^ir throats cut, or be hanged fcr hi^ treaaoA 
if they offer to defend themselves. Miserable cen^lko I 
weHal dilemma! it is happy for us all, that the Pretender 
was not apfnrised erf this paanve presbyteiian prmci|^ 
else he would have infellifcdy landed in our nortbem 
parts, and ftnuid them aU sat down in their formalities^ 
as the Gauls did ^e Roman senetocs, ledady to die with 
hoiiour in their caiyngs. Sometimes to appease thehr in- 
dignation, we venture to give them hopes, that insudi a 
ease, the gov^rnmei^ will perfai^Moonnive, ami hmxlly be 
so severe to hang them for defending it, agaiust the letter 
of the kw ; to which they reac^ answer, that they will 
not lie at our mercy, but let us fi^t our battles ourselves* 
Sometimes we offer to get an act, by which, upon all 
popish insurrections at home, or popish iovasioQ from 
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thoad, the fvferaaient sbidl be empoweted to gram 
Busfions to «U protesiaste -whatsoever, without tint per* 
secutk^ circmnttance of obMgii^ them to lay their 
prayers, whea tbej receive the sacrament : bat they ab> 
boralltboagfatsctf occasioaalcoBunisBioiM; they wiH not 
do our ^rttc^ery, and we reap the benefit : k is not worth 
their widle to i%ht fr^ am f(,^>ci# ; and they had rather* 
lose their estates, liberies, region, md lives^ than the 
pleuitre of govemk^. 

But to bring this c^scoiuie toward a conclusion : if tho 
iisie&tero wiH be satisfied with such a toleration by law, 
•8 has been grairted them in £ii^;iaBd, I bdieve the ma^ 
joniy of both bouses will fail readily in with it; fiurther 
it wiU be hard to persuade this house of commons, and 
perh^ nnicfa teffder the next. For, to say the tnitl^ 
we make a mi^ty difi^arnoce here between sujQ^kig 
thistles to grow amoQg us, and wearing them far porfea 
We are AiUy convinced ki our coosoieoces, that we shall 
idways tolerate them ; but not quite so fiiUy, that they 
vill always titoate tis, whenit comes to thdr fum; ami 
v^ are tlu» wajcHrity, and we are in possession. 

He who argues in defence of a law iA force, not antp- 
mated er obsolete^ but lately eitaoled, is certainly on the 
Mifer sidei aod may he aMowed to point out the dflmgcm ha 
coaeeives to foresee in the abrogation ef it. 

Foi^ a th(e consequences of repealing this clause ^ould 
at 8mne time or other enaUe the presbyteiiana to work 
themselvef up into the national church : instead of imiting 
Ittotestant^ it would sow et^nal diviuons among then» 
Fiiat» their own sects, which now lie donnant, woold ^ 

* Had rathai^^iB a bad aBgrammaticml phnuK, cMpt into iititiat 
from vulgar speech. It should be always, nmUd rather. The word, 
ralker^ stands in the place o^— more willingly; and would any one 
•ay, * they had more willingly lose their estates.^ Wo certainly » Ijt 
dKNild be, * they nwdd oiore wilUi^lyi* &c, 8. 
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godn at cufig again with eadi other about power and {»«- 
fernient ; and the dissenting episcopals, perhaps di8Co&« 
tented to such a degree, as upon some fair unhappy oc^ 
casion, would be able to shake the firmest loyalty, which 
none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conjecture, from some 
late proceedings, at what a rate this faction is likely to 
drive, wherever it gets the whip and the seat. They 
have already set up courts of spiritual judicature in open 
contempt of the laws: they send missionaries every- 
where, without being invited, in order to convert the 
church of England folks to Christianity. They are as 
vigilant as I know who, to attend persons on their death- 
beds, and for purposes much alike. And what practices 
such principles as these (with many other that might be 
invidious to mention) may spawn when they are laid out 
to the sun, you may determine at leisure. 

Lastly, Whether we are so entirely sure of thehr loy alty 
upon the present foot of government, as you may imagine, 
Iheir detractors make a question, which however does, I 
think, by no means affect the body of dissenters ; but the 
instance produced is, of some among their leading teachers 
in the nor^ who having refused the abjuration oath, yet 
continue their preachuig, and have abundance d* fol- 
lowers. The particulars are out of my head; but the 
feet is notorious enough, and I believe has been pub- 
liriied; I think it a pity it has not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, sir/ my own ofnnion, as 
well as that of a great maj<nity in both houses here, re- 
lating to this weighty affair: upon whi<^I am confident 
you may securely reckon. I will leave you to make 
what use of it you please. 

I am, with great respect, sh-, 

Toursi &c. 
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These Remarks, though left unfiiashed hj the Deay, 
and hut the slight prolusions c^ his sti-ength, show how 
sincere, how able a champion he was of religion and the 
church.* W. B. 

* Dr. Matthew Tiadal^f born about 1637, became a commoDer of 
Lincoln College, Oxford, in 1652 ; removed to Exeter College in IflW; 
and was elected fellow of All Souls in 1676. In the reign of James 
II. be declared himself a Roman Catholic, but afterward renounced 
that religion. He greatly distinguished himself by two lamoM 
works : First **the Rights of the Christian Church asserted,*' in 1706. 
This book, as was expected, made a great noise, and met with maDj 
answerers ; among others, it exercised the pen of Dr. Swift, in these 
Jodicioas Remarks. Dr. Tindal published a defence of it in 1700: 
which, with the book itself, the house of commons ordered^to be bnmt 
V the hangman, March 25, 1710. The other famous workjof Dr. 
Tindal was, ** Christianity as old as the Creation,*' published in 
, 1730. The first was written against the Church, this against Reve 
lation; so that, if this author's principles and designs had taken place, 
his plan would have been completed by the destruction of both. 
Beside these two important works, he wrote a great number of 
smaller pieces on civil and religious liberty. He died in August, 
1733 ; and though he was about 73 years of age when he published 
his ** Christianity as old as the Creation," yet he left a second v^ 
lume of that work in manuscript, by way of reply to all his answer- 
ers ; the publication of which was prevented by Bp. Gibson. He was 
indisputably a man of great reasoning powers, and very sufficient 
learning; and Christians might have wished with reason, tbathe had 
employed his talents to a better purpose. N. 

f ** Who virtue and the church alike disowns, 
*' 7)4nks thi« ^ut words, and that but bricks and stopes.^^ 
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Before I enter upon a particular examinatioD 6i 
4& treatise, it will be convenient to do two things : 

First, To give some account of the author, together 
■rih the motives that miglit probably engage him in such 
a work. And, 

Secondly, Tojdiscover the nature and tendency, in ge» 
neral, of the work itself. 

The first of these, although it has been objected against* 

seems h^hly reasonable, especially in books that instil 

pernicious principles. For, although a book is not in- 

trindcally much better or worse, according to tlie stature 

or comple^don of the author, yet when it happens to 

make a noise, we are apt, and curious, as in other noisea» 

to look about from whence it comes. But, however, 

ftere is something more in the matter. 

If a theological subject be well handled by a layman, 

J it is better received than if it came from a divine :* and 

I that for reasons obvious enough, which, although of lit- 

J tk weight in themselves, will ever have a great deal with 

, mankind. 

But when books are written witli ill intentions, to ad- 
I vance dangerous opinions, or destroy foundations ; it may 

)be then of real use to know from what quarter they come^ 
and go a good way toward their confutation. For in 
stance, if any man should write a book against tlic lawful- 

* • The excellent treatise c^ IVlr. West on the Resurrection, that of 
LordLyttdton on the converaon of St Paol, and the Ck)njecturefl 
OB the New Testament bj Mr. Bowyer, waiaflford remarkable proofs 
ofthif obeenration. N. 
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nesB of punishing felony with death ; and upon ioqairy, 
the author should be found in Newgate, under condenmA- 
tion for robbing a house ; his arguments would, not Teiy 
unjustly, lose much of their force, from the circumstances 
he lay under. So, when Milton writ Ins book of divorces, it 
was presently rejected as an occasional treatise ; because 
every body knew he had a shrew for Ms wife. Neither 
can there be any reason imagined why he might not> 
after he was blind, have writ another up(m the danger 
and inconvenience of eyes. But it is a piece of logic 
which will hardly pass on the world, that because one 
man has a sore nose, therefore all the town should put 
plasters upon theirs. So, if this treatise about the rights 
of the church should prove to be the work of a man 
steady in his principles, of exact morals, and profound 
learnings a true lover of his country, and a hater of 
Christianity, as what he really believes to be a cheat upon 
mankind, whom he would undeceive purely for their 
good ; it might be apt to check unwary men, even of 
good dispositions toward religion. But, if it be found 
the production of a man soured with age and misfortunes^ 
together with the consciousness of past miscaniages $ of 
one, who, in hopes of preferment, was reconciled to the 
popish religion ; of one, wholly prostitute in life and 
principles, and only an enemy to religion, because it cou- 
denms them : In this case, and this last I find is the uni- 
versal opinion, he is likely to have few proselytes, be- 
side those, who, from a sense of their vicious lives, re- 
quire to be perpetually supplied by such amusements as 
fliis ; which serve to flatter their wishes, and debase their 
understandings. 

I know there are some who would fain have it, that 
this discourse was written by a club of freethinker^ 
among idiom the supposed author only came in for a 
share. But, sure, we cannot judge so meanly of an j 
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puly, witbout affhmtisg the dignity of mgnkiiid. If 
ihis be 90, and if here be the product of all their quotas 
and contributions, we must needs allow, that freethinking 
is a most confined and limited talent. It-is true, indeed^ 
the whole discourse seems to be a motley, inccmsistent 
composition, made up of various shreds of equal finen^i^ 
although of different colours. It is a bundle of incohe- 
leot maxims and assertions, that frequently destroy one 
another. But still there is the same flatness of thought 
and style ; the same weak advances toward wit and raille- 
ry; the same petulancy and pertness of spirit ; the same 
train of superficial reading; the same threadbare quota- 
tion; the same affectation of forming general rules upon 
false and scanty premises. And, lastly, the same vapid ve- 
Bom ^nkled over the whole ; which like the dying im* 
potent bite of a trodden benumbed snake, may be nau- 
seous and offensive, but cannot be very dangerous. 

And, indeed, I am so fai* from thinking this libel to be 
bora of several fathers, that it has been the wonder of 
several others, as well as myself how it was possible for 
any man, who appears to have gone the common circle 
of academical education ; who has taken so universal a 
liberty, and has so entirely laid aside all regards, not only 
(tf Christianity, but common truth and justice ; one who 
is dead to all sense of i^ame, and seems to be past the 
getting or losing of a reputation, should, with so many ad- 
vantages, and upon so unlimited a subject, come out with 
ao poor, so jejune a production. Should we pity, or be 
amazed at so perverse a talent, which, instead of qualify- 
iog an author to give a new turn to old matter, disposes 
him quite^ contrary to talk in an old beaten trivial man- 
ner upon topics wholly new ? to make so many sallies 

* Tbig is not jrrammar— it should be the adverb instead of the 
»4jpctive, " quite contrarvvise.*^ S. 
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Ifito pedantry withbut a call, upoh a sutject th^ mo^ 
■lieo, and in the Teiy moments he is dedaiming against k 
and in an age^ to<s where it is so violently exploded, es- 
pecially among those readers be proposes to entertain ^ 

I know it will be said, that this is only to Ulk in the com- 
mon style d* an answerer ; but I have not so little policy. 
If there were any hope of reputation or merit from such 
llctmy, I diould be apt, like others, to cry up the cour 
rage and conduct of an enemy. Whereas to detect the 
weakness, the malice, the sophistry, the falsehood, the i^- 
nonmce of such a writar, requires little more than to rank 
his perfec^ns in such an order, and place them in sudi 
a Hght, that the commonest leader may form a jud^ 
ment o( them. 

It may still be a wonder how so heavy a book, written 
upon a subject in appearance so little instructive at di- 
verting, should survive to three editions, and consequent*- 
Yf find a better reception than is usual with such bulky 
spiritless volumes; and this, in an ag6 that pretends so 
soon to be nauseated with what is tedious and dull. To 
which I can only return, that, as burning a book by tiie 
common hangman, is a known expedient to make it seU ; 
so, to write a book that deserves such treatment, is 
another : and a third, perhaps asdfectual as either, is t» 
ply an insipid, worthless tiract, with grave and learr i 
answers, as Dr. Hickes, Dr. Potter, and Mr. Wottoa 
have done. Such performances, however coromendaUe, 
have glanced a reputation upon the piece ; which owes 
its life to the strei^h of diose hands and weapons that 
were raised to destroy it; like flinging a mountain upos 
a worm, which instead of being bruised, by the advan- 
tage of its Httlenese, lodges under it unhurt. 

But neither is this all. For the sid>ject, as unpro- 
mifflng as it seems at first view, is no less than that of 
T •.«««4%,„ ♦q fjpee mea's minds from the bondage of reli- 
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gioQ; and thia, not by Htde faints and hj piecemeal, 
i^ier the manner of those little atheistical tracts that steal 
into the world, but in a thorough wholesale manner; by 
making religion, church, Christianity, with all theit con- 
conittmts, a. perfect contrivance of the civil power. It 
is an imputation often charged on this sort of men, that, 
by thdr invectives against religion, they can possibly 
propose no other end than that of fortifying themselves 
and othere agakist the reproaches of a vicious fife : it be- 
ing necessaiy for men of libertine practices, to embrace 
libertine principles, or else they cannot act in consistence 
with any reason, or preserve any peace of mind. Whethei; 
such authors have this design (whereof I think they have 
never gone about to acquit themselves) thus much is 
certain ; that no other use is made of such writings : 
^Neither did I ever hear this author's book justified by 
any person, either wh% or tory, except sudi who are of 
that profl%ate character. And I believe, whoever ex- 
amines it, will be of the same opinion ; although indeed 
such wretches are so numerous, that it seems rather sui^ 
prising, why the book has had no more editions,' than 
why it should have so many. 

Having thus endeavoured to satisfy the curious with 
some account of this author's character, let us examine 
what might probably be the motives to engage him in 
sudi a w<nrk. I shall say nothing of the principal, which 
is a sum of money ; because that is not a mark to dis- 
tinguish him from any other trader with the press, f 
will say nothiog of revenge and mafice, from resentment 
of the ind^nities and contempt he has undergone for 
has crime of apostacy. To this passion he has thought 
fit to sacrifice order, propriety, discretion, and common 
sense, as may be seen in every page of his book ; but I 
am deceived, if there were not a third motive as power- 
ful as the other two ; and that is vanity. About the lat- 

TOL. IV. C 
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ter end of King James's reign, he bad almost finisfaed a* 
learned discourse in defence of the church of Rome, and 
to justify his conversion; all which, upon the Revolu- 
tion, was quite out of season. Having thus prostituted 
his reputatioi^ «3d at once mined his hopei^ he had no 
cou^ left, but to lE^w his ^ite against rdigion in 
general; the false pretensions to which had proved so 
destructive to lus credit and fortune : and at the same 
time, loath to employ the speculations of so many jem to 
no purpose ; by an easy turn, the same arguments he had 
made use of to advance popery, were full as properly 
leveled by him agamst Christianity itself; like the 
image, which, while it was new and handsome, was wmr- 
shi{^ed for a saint; and when it came to be old and 
brd^en, was still good enou^ to make a tolerable deviL 
And therefore, every reader will observe, that the ar> 
guments fcnr popery are much the strongest of any in his 
book, as I shall farther remariL when I find them in my 
way. 

There is one circumstance in his title page, whidi I 
take to be not amiss, where he calls his book, ^ Part the 
First? This is a project to fright away answerers, and 
make the poor advocates for religion believe, he still 
keeps farther vengeance in petto. It must be allowed, 
he has not wholly lost time while he was of the Romidi 
communion. This very trick he learned fixun his old 
father the pope ; wliose custom it is to lift up his hand 
and threaten to fulminate, when he never meant to shoot 
his bolts ; because the princes of Christendom had learn- 
ed the secret to avoid on despise them. Dr. Hkkes knew 
this very well, and therefcnre, in his answer to this '* Book 
of Rights," whi^re a second partis threatened, like a rash 
person he desperately cries, " Let it come." But I, 
who have too much phlegm to {nx)voke angry wits of bis 
jSlaadard, must tell the author, that the doctor plays the 



Digitized by Google 



OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. « 

¥ag, 9s if he were sure it ware all grimace. For my 
part, I declare, if lie writes a second part, I win not 
write another answer ; or if I do, it shall be polished 
before the other part comes out. 

There may have been another motive, akfaoagh it be 
hardly credible, both for publiafaing this work, and- 
threatening a second part : it is soon cooeeiTed how far 
the sense of a man's vanity will transport lum. This 
man mu^ have somewhere heard, that dangerous ene- 
mies banre been often bribed to silence with money w 
preferment : And therefiore to ^w how formidable he is, 
he has published his first essay ; and in hopes of Mre to 
be quiet, has frighted us with his design of anoth^. 
What must Uie clergy do in these unhappy circum- 
stances ? If they should bestow this man bread ^lou^ 
to stop hk mouth, it will but open those of a hunchred 
more, who are every whit as wdl qualified to rail as he. 
And truly, when I compare the former enemies to 
Christianity, such as Socinus, Hobbes, and Spinosa, with 
such of their successors, as Toland, Asgyll, Coward, 
Gildon, this author of the Rights, and some others; the 
church appears to me Uke the sick dd Hon in the fable, 
who, after having his person outraged by the buU, the 
ekf^ant, the horse, and the bear, took nothing * so much 
to heart as to find himself at last insulted by the wgora 
of an ass. 

I will now add a few wcnrds, to ^ve the readersome 
general noticm of the natiure and tendency of the work 
itself. . 

I tlunk I may assert without the least pardality, that 
it is a treatise wholly devoid of wit or learning, under 
the most violent and weak endeavours and pretences to 
both. That it is replenished throughout witii bold, rude, 
in^probable falsehoods, and gross misinterprelatipos; 
aad supported by the most impudent sophistry, and talse 
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logic, Iha^re aay where observed. To this he has 
added a paltry, ti^idfttioBal emit of jiriestrid mid {nriest* 
G»fi| wi^oHt reasoD or pretext as he t^Hes it And 
when he rails at those doctrines kt popery (which no 
protestai^ was ever 8U[qposed to beHeve) he leads the 
reader, howeves, bj the hand, to nialte applicatioi» 
afaiDst the E^l^ clergy ; and then he never f aik ta 
triumph) as if he had made a very shrewd and notaUe 
strc^e. And because the eourt and kingdom seem dis- 
posed to moderadon with r^ard to dissenters, more per- 
haps t^ui ia agreeable to the hot unreasonable temper of 
some mistaken: men among us; therefore, under tbc 
dieter of thai popular opiniou, he ridicules zA that is 
sound in reli^on^ eve& Chilstiamty itself under the 
names^of jacoblte^ tackers, high church, and other terms 
of factious' jarg«m« All whi<^, if it were to be first 
. rased from his bodk (adjust so much of nothing to the 
purpose) bow little would remain' to give the trouble of 
an answer ! T^ i^i^hich let me add, that the spirit or ge- 
nina, which animates die whefe, is plainly perceivled to 
be nothing else but the abortive malice of an oldne^ect- 
ed mas, who has- long lain under the extremes of 
dbloquy, poverty, and contempt, that have soured las 
temper, and made him fearless. But where is the merit 
(^ beioi^bold) ta a msn that k secure of impunity to his 
person, and is past apprehension of any thing else ? He 
tiiat haa neither reputation nor bread, has very little to 
lose, and has therefore as little to fear. And as it is 
usually said, "Whoever values not his own life, is 
master of another man's ;-' so there is something like it 
in r^ulatiou: He that is wholly lest to ail regards of 
trutli or modesty) inay scatter so much calumny and 
scandal, that seme part may perhiqps be ta^en up before 
it fall to the ground; becuise the Ui talent of the w<nld 
iasuch, that those who will be at jpains enough to inform 
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themselves in amaMom itory, will talce nooe at atlto 
he undeceived, nay, Trill be apt with some reluctance to 
admit a favourable tnttii. 

To expostulate/ tkeref<»re, with tiiis andior far doteg 
mischief to reiigion, is to strew his bed with roses; he 
w31 reply in triuin[A, that this wa6 his design ; and I am 
loath to mortify Mm, by asserting he has done none at all. 
For I never yet saw so poor an atheistical sc]^)ble, which 
would not serve as a twig for sinking libertines to eatdi 
at. It nnist be allowed in their behalf, Aat the feith of 
ChristiaDs is not as a grain of mustard seed in compari- 
son of theirs, which can remove such mountains of ab- 
smrdities, and submit with so entire a resignation to such 
qiesdes. If these men had any ^are of that reason they 
pretend to, they would retire into ChristiaRity, merely to 
give it ease. And therefore men cain never be confirmed 
in such doctrines, until they are confirmed in their vices ; 
which last, as we have already observed, is the principal 
deaga of this, and all other writers, against revealed 
religion. 

I am now opening the book which I propose to ex- 
amine; an employment, as it is entirely new to me, so 
it is that to which, of all others, I have naturally the 
greatest antipathy. And indeed, who can dwell upon a 
tedious piece of insipid thinking, and false reasoning, 
80 long as I am likely to do, without faring the infec- 
tion? 

But, before I plunge into the depths of the book it- 
self I must be Ibrced to wade through the shallows of a 
ieng preface. 

This preface, large as we see it, is only made up of 
such supernumerary aiguments against an independent 
power in the church, as he could not, without nauseous 
repetition, scatter into the body of his book : and it is 
detached, like a forlorn hope, to blunt the enemy's sword 
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that intends to attack Mm. Now, I think, it will be easy 
to prove, tiiat l^e opinion of imperivm in imperio, in the 
sense he charges it upon the clergy of England, is what 
no one divine of any reputation, and very few at all, did 
ever maintain ; and that their univeraal sentiment in this 
matter is such, as few protestants did ever dispute. But 
if the author of Ae Regale, or two or three more ob- 
scure writers, have carried any points farther than Scrip- 
ture and reason will allow (which is more than I know, or 
diall trouble myself to inqun^) the clergy of England is 
no more answarable for those, than the laity is for all the 
folly and impertinence of this treatise. And therefore, 
that people may not be amused, or think this man is some- 
what, that he has advanced or defended any oppressed 
truths, or overthrown any growing dangerous errors, I 
will set in as clear a light as I can, what I conceive to 
be held by the established clergy, and all reasonable 
protestants, in this matter. 

Eveiy body knows and tdTows, that in all' government 
there is an absolute, unlimited, legislative power ; which 
is originally in the body of the people, although, by 
custom, conquest, usurpation, or other accidents, some- 
times fallen into the hands of one, or a few. This in 
England is placed in the three estates (otherwise called 
the two houses of parliament) in conjunction with the 
king. And whatever they please to enact, or to repeal 
in the settled forms, whether it be ecclesiastical or civil, 
immediately becomes law, or nullity. Their decrees 
may be against equity, truth, reason, and religion, but 
they are not against law : because law is the will of tte 
supreme legislature,*and that is themselves. And there 
is no manner of doubt but the same authority, whenever 
it pleases, may abolish Christianity, and set up the Jew- 
ish, Mahometan, or heathen religion. In short, they may 
do any thing within the con^ass of human power. And 
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therefore, wbo will dispute that the same law, whk& de- 
priyed the church not only of laud^ nois^plied to super- 
stitious uses, but even the tithes and glebes (the ancient 
and necessary support of parish priests) may take away . 
all the rest, whenever the lawgivers please, and make the 
priesthood as primitive, as this writer, or others of his 
stamp, can desire ? 

But as the su[Nreme power can certainly do ten thou- 
sand things more than it ought, so there are several things 
which some people may think it can do, although it 
really cannot. For it unfortunately happens, that edicts 
which cannot be executed, will not alter, the nature of 
things. So, if a king and pailiament should please to 
enact, that a woman who has been a month married, is 
virgo intacta^ would that actually restore her to her 
primitive state ? If the supreme power ghould resolve 
a corporal of dragoons to be a doctor of divinity, law, or 
physic, few, I .believe, would trust their souls, fortunes, 
or bodies, to his direction; because that power is neither 
fit to judge or teach those qualifications which are abso- 
lutely necessary to the several professions. Put the case, 
that walking on the slack rope were the only talent re- 
quired by an act of parliament for making a man a 
bishop ; no doubt, when a man had done his feat of acti- 
vity in form, he might sit in the house of lords, put on 
his robes and his rochet, go down to his palace, receive 
and spend his rents ; but it requires very little Chris- 
tianity to believe this tiunbler to be one whit more a 
bishop than he was before, because the law of God has 
otherwise decreed ; which law, although a nation may 
refuse to receive, it cannot alter in its own nature. 

And here lies the mistake of this superficial man, who 
is not able to distinguish between what the civil power 
can hinder, and what it can do. " If the parliament can 
annul ecclesiastical laws, they must be able to make 
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tliem, gioce, 00 greater |)«w^ IB re<]piired £^ one tban tb^ 
.other." Sc^ preface, p. "8. Tbk coosequeoi^e he re- 
peatB aboye t^renty times, and always iu the wrong. He 
jtfiects to form a few words into the shape and size of a 
masdm, then tries it bj his ear, and according as he lilLes 
the sound or cadeiice, {pronounces it true. Cannot T 
stand over a man with a great pole, and hinder him fran 
making a watch, although I am not able to make one 
myself? If I have strength enough to knock a man ou 
the head, does it follow I can raise him to life again ? 
The parliament may condemn all the Gredc and Romau 
authors ; can it therefore create new ones in their stead ? 
. Tb^ may msi^e laws, indeed, and call them canon and 
ecclesiastical laws, and oblige all men to observe them 
under pain of high treason. And so may I, who love as 
well as any man to have in my own family the power in 
the last resort, take a turnip, then tie a string to it, and 
call it a watch, and turn away all my servants jf they 
refuse to call it so too. 

For my own part, I must confess that this opinion of 
the ind^ndent power of the church, or imperivm in 
imperio, wherewith this writer raises such a dust, is what 
I sever imagined to be of any consequence, never once 
heard disputed among divines, nor remember to have 
read, otherwise than as a scheme in .one or two authors 
of middle rank, but with very little weight laid on it. 
And I dare believe, there is hardly one divine in ten 
that ^ver once diought of this matter. Tet to see a laige 
swelling volume written only to encounter this doctrine, 
ivhat could one think less, than that the whole body of 
the clergy were perpetually tiring the press and the pul- 
pit with nothing else ? 

I remember some years ago a vntuoso writ i small tiact 
about worms, proved them to be in more places than was 
generally (^served, and made some discoveries b^ 
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glasses. Thig havipg met Tvith some reception, pre* 
sently tli^ pocnr man's head was lull of nothing but 
worms; all we eat and driuk, all the whole eon^ence 
of human bodies, and those of eveiy iAhtt anfanal, the 
Terj air we breadicd, in short, all nature throughout was 
nothing but worms: and, by that 8}rsteni, he solved all 
difficulties, and from thence all causes in philosophy. 
Thus it has fared with our author, and his independent 
power. The attack against occasional conformity, the 
scarcity of coffee, the invasion of Scotland, the loss of 
kerseys and narrow cloths, the death of King William^ 
the author's tiuming papist for preferment, the loss of the 
battle of Almanza, with ten thousand other misfortunes, 
are all owing to this imperium in imperio. 

It will be therefore necessary to set this matter in a 
clear fight, by inquiring whether the clergy have any 
power independent of the civil, and of what nature it is. 

Whenever the christian religion was embraced by the 
dvil power in any nation, there is no doubt but tlie magis- 
trates and Semites were fiilly instructed in the rudiments 
of it Besides, the christians wei*e so numerous, and 
their worship ?o open before the conversioo of princes,, 
that their cfiscipline, as well as doctrine, could not be a 
secret : they saw plainly a subordination of ecclesiastics, 
Mshqps, priests, and deacons; that these had certain 
powers and employments different from the laity; that 
the bishops were consecrated, and set apart for that office 
by those of their o«rn order; that the presbyters and dea- 
cons were differently set apart, always by the bishops : 
that none but the ecclesiastics presumed to pray or preach 
to places set apait foac God's worship, or to administer the; 
Lord's supper; that all questions, relating either to dis-^ 
dpline or doctrine, were determined in ecclesiasUcal con- 
ventions. These and the like doctrines and practices,, 
being most of dicm cUrectly proved, and the rest, by vei-y 
c 2 
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fair coDsequence, deduced from the words of our Saviour 
and his apostles, were certainty re<^ived as a divine law, 
bj every prince or state which admitted the christian re- 
ligion : and consequently, what they could not justly 
alter afterwaid, any more than the common laws of na- 
ture. And therefore, although the supreme power can 
hinder the clergy or church from making any new canons, 
or executing the old; from consecrating bishops, or re- 
fuse those that they do consecrate ; or, in short, from pet- 
forming any ecclesiastical office, as they may from eating, 
drinking, and sleeping; yet they cannot themselves per-- 
form those offices, which aie assigned to the clergy by our 
Saviour and his apostles; or, if they do, it is not ac- 
cording to the divine* institution, and consequently, null 
and void. Our Saviour tells us, " His kingdom is not of 
tliis world ;" and therefore, to be sure, the world is not of 
liis kingdom; nor can ever please him by interfering in 
the administration of it, since he has appointed ministers 
x)f his own, and has empowered and instructed them foe 
that purpose : so that I believe the clergy, who, as he 
sap, are good at distinguishing, would think it reasona- 
ble to distinguish between their power, and the liberty 
of exercising this power.. The former they claim im- 
miediately from Christ ; and the latter, from the permis- 
sion, connivance, or authority of the civil government ; 
with which the clergy's power, according to the solution 
I have given, cannot possibly interfere. 

But, this writer, setting up to form ^ system upon stale, 
scanty topics, and a nairow circle of thought, falls into a 
thousand absurdities. And for a farther help, he has a 
talent of rattling out phrases, which seem to have sense, 
but have none at all ; the usual fate of those who are ig- 
norant of the force and compass of words, without which, 
it is impossible for a man to write either pertinently, or 
intelligibly, upon the most obvious subjects. 
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So in the be^oiog of his preface, page 4, he says, 
"The dmidi of England, being established by tcts of 
pwliament, is a perfect creature of the civil power ; I 
meao the polity and discipline of it, and it is Uiat which 
makes all the contention ; for as to the doctrines expres- 
^ 10 the articles, I do not find hi^ church to be in any 
mauner of pain ; but they who lay claim to most ortho- 
^oxy can distinguish themsehres out of them." It is ob- 
servable in this author, that his style is naturally harsh 
aod ungrateful to the ear, aqd his expressions mean and 
trivial; but whenever he goes about to polirii aperiod, you 
may be certain of some gross defect in propriety or mean- 
iog : so, the lines just quoted, seem to run easily over the 
tongue ; and upon examination, they are perfect nonsense 
and blunder : to speak in his own borrowed phrase, what 
is contained in the idea of establi^ed ? Surely, not ex- 
istence. Does establishment give being to a thing ? He 
might have said the same thing of Christianity in gene- 
ral, or the existence of God, since both are confirmed by 
acts of parliament But, the best is behind : for, in the 
next line, having named the church half a dozen times 
before, he now says, he means only the polity and di9^ 
cipline of. it ; as if, having spoken in praise of the art 
of phydc, a man should explain himself, that he meant 
only the institution of a college of physicians into a 
president and fellows. And it nIll appear, that this 
author, however versed in the practice, has grossly 
transgressed the rules of nonsense (whose property it is 
neither to affirm no^ deny) ^ce every visible assertion 
gathered firom those few lines k absolutely false : fw, 
where was the necesnty of excepting the doctrines ex- 
pressed in the articles, since these are equally creatures 
of the civil power, having been established by acts of par- 
liament as well as the others ? But, the church of Eng- 
land is ao creature of the civil power, either as to its poli- 
c 3 
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t^ ordoctnnes. TJie foadasieBtok of boftk wfirededu- 
ced from Cbmt and big apofUeB, andihe ioskmotiaDS ol 
^e purest and earliest agea, aad were veceived ^«iidi hj 
those priocei or states v^o emlNraced Christiaoiiy, what* 
ever pnideatial additioos haye been made to the fonser 
by human laws, which alooeean be justly silteved ^ cu^ 
qulled by them. 

What I have already said, would, I think, be » effi- 
cient answer to his whole pr^ace, and indeed to tte 
^eatest part of his book, w^ch is whoHy tiuraed jupiM) 
battering down a aari of independent powar in the der- 
gf^l which few or none of them ever claimed or defen^- 
led. But there being obtain pecutianties in tbi^ pre&cet 
ihat very much set off the wit, the learioi^ the mUkity, 
reasoning, and dncerlty of the author ; I shall take notice 
of some of them as I pass. 

But here, I hope, it will not be expected, ihat I 
should bestow remarks upon ev&ry passage in this book*, 
tluit is liable to exertion hr i^oraace, falsehood, dul* 
ix/ess, or malice. Where he is so insipid, that nothing can 
be struck out for the reader'9 ent^tainaient, I shall ob» 
fusfve ijorace's rule : 

QiKT 4efp^e$ traeMa mUscert po^se^ rtimquMsJ^ 

Upon whiek account I ^all say nothing of thai great 
instance of his candour and ^dgment in relatiou io Br. 
Stilln^fie^ wIm) (happening t« lie uidder his dii^pteaayat 
upon the ^t^ test of mpmnm m vnpm^J is h^ d^urcb 
and Jacobite, took the oaths of ^^ance to save him 
fym the ga}l«ws,f and subscribed the aitiGles oidy to 

^^ Artful ht kaowf each cireuiBfitaBce ta leave, 
IQiich will not gr^tfi ^nd ojnaament receive." - Frai)cis. 
i* Page 5, he quotes Bi«hop StiIIingfleet*s vindication of the do«- 
''im» olte Tiriai^, where ^« bidiof) lays, that a aiaa night he ^ 
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top Uificfeniieat: vliNjew ^e ditraetar of di»t pre- 
late is HDiTanalty knotrn to have been, directly the re- 
verie of what tliit initer gives hka. 

But, before he cao attempt to roia this dasmable opi- 
lofm of two independent powerp, be tells us, page 6, *^ U 
will be Dficessary to show vrhat is ccnutaiaed in the idea 
of goTaroneiat " Kow, it fa to be uadanirtood, that ^lis re- 
faed vi^of speaidi^ was iotrodueed l^ Mr. Locke ; after 
nhom the authmr linps as fast as he k sMe. All the for- 
mer phiksof^evs io die wodd, from the age of fioerates 
U) oun, woHld have IgDonmUy put the question, Quid tst 
hnperium ? But oow, k ae^ns, we must vaiy our phrase : 
»id since our modem improirement of human undarstand- 
i^, instead of deskriag a philosopher to describe or define 
a mouse-trap, or tell me whe^t it is ; I must gravely ael:, 
what is contained in the idea of a mouse-trap ? but then 
to observe how deeply this new way 4if putting questions 
to a man's self makes him ent^ into the nature of tldngs; 
his inresent business is to show us, what Is contslncd in 
the idea of goFernment. The company knows nothing 
of the matter, and would gladly be in^nictod; which 1^ 
does in the following wcnrds, p. 6. 

*^ It would be in Tain lor onie intelligent being to pre- 
tend to set ruks to the actlo{i$ of another, if he had It 
not in his power to rewfurd the comf^iance with, or punish 
tlie deviations from his rules, by some good, or «vil, 
which is not the natural consequence of those actions; 
naee the fiwbidding men to do or forbear an action, on 
t)ie accotti^ of that convetnence mr inconvenience whkh 



ry right in tlie belief of an article, thoiij^h miitakeik in tiie ^tplieatioo 
«A k. UpoB whick TiQ<lal obserres; ** These men treat the artielf 8 
«8 they do the oath of allegiance, which, they say, obliges them not 
actually to assist the government, but to do nothing against it j that 
v\ Ddtking that would bring tiiem to the galloiws J' OrigimK 
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atteods ity whether be who farhids it idll gt bo, can be 
no DKNre than advice." 

I shall not often draw such iong qttotfttions as this, 
which I could not forbear to offer as a specimen of the 
prqiriety and parspicuity of this authcn-'s style. And 
indeed, what a light breaks out upon us all, as soon as 
we have read these woitis t how thoroughly are we in- 
structed in the whole nature of government ! what mighty 
truths are here discovered ; and how clearly conveyed 
to our understanding 1 and therefore, let us melt this re- 
fined jargon into the old style for the improvement of 
such who are not enough conversant in the new. 

If the author were one who used to talk like one oi 
us, he would have spoke in this manner : '' I think it ne- 
cessary to give a Ml' and perfect definition of govern- 
ment, such as will show the nature and all the fNrq)erties 
of it; and my definition is thus : One man will never cure 
another of stealing- hcnrses, merely by 'minding him of 
the pains he has taken, the c<^d he has got> and the shoe- 
leathei? he has lost, in stealing that horse ; nay, to warn 
him, that the hcurse may kick or fling him, xxt cost him 
more than he is worth in hay and oats, can be no mcnre 
than advice. For, the gallows is not the natural effect 
of robbing on the highway, as heat is of fire; and there- 
t(ke, if you will govern a man, you must find out some 
other way of punishment than what he will inflict upon 
himself." 

Or, if this will not do, let us try it in another case 
(which I instanced before) and in' his own terms. Sup- 
pose he had thought it necessary (and I think it was as 
much so as the other) to show us what is contained in 
the idea of a mouse-trap, he must have proceeded in 
these terms : " It would be in vain for an intelligent be- 
ing to set rules for hindering a mouse from eating his 
cheese, unless he can inflict upon that mouse some pun- 
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isbfflent, wUdi is not the aatnral ooDseqoence of eating^ 
the cheese. For, to teU her, it may lie heavy od her 
stomach, that she will grow too big to get back into her 
hole, and the like, can be no OHMre than advice ; there- 
fore, we most find out some way of puniflliing her, wMch 
has more inconveniences than she will ever suffer by the 
mere eating of cheese." After this, who is so slow of 
understanding, as not to have in Ins mind a full and com* 
plete idea of a mouse-trap ? Well. — The Freethinkers 
may talk what they please of pedantry, and capt, and 
jaigon oi schoolmen, and insignificant terms in the wri- 
tings of the clergy, if ever the most perplexed and per- 
plexing follower of Aristotle, irom Scotus to Suarezy, 
could be a match for this authw ! 

But the strei^th of his ai^ument is equal to the clear 
ness of bb definitions. For, having most ignorantly di 
.vided govammeut into three piffts,^ whereof the first con- 
tains the other two; he atten^its to prove that ike cler- 
gy possess none of these by a divine right. And he 
aigues thus, p. vii. ^ As to a legidative power, if that be- 
longs to the cleigy by divine ri^t, it must be w^en they 
are assembled in convocation ; but the 25th Hen. YIII. 
c. 19. is a bar to any mch divine right, because that act 
makes it no less than a praemunire for them, so much as 
to meet without the King's writ, &c." So that the force 
of his argument lies here ; if the clergy had a divine 
right, it is taken away by 25 Henry VIII. And as 
ridiculous as this argument is, the preface and book are 
founded upon it 

Another argument against the legidative pow^ in the 
clei^ of England is, p. viii, that Tacitus tells us, that 
in great affairs, the Germans consulted the whole body 
of the people : " De niinoribus rebus principes consul- 
tant, de majoribus omnes : Ita tamen, ut ea quoque, quo- 
rum penes plebem arbitrium est, apud j^ndpe&pertrac- 
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tentur."* Upon wWch Tindal observes tfius: "De 
majoiibus omnes,'' was a fundamental among our ances- 
tors long befwe tfeey anrived in Great Britain, and mat- 
ters of religion were ever redtoned among their majora.t 
Now it is plain, that our ancestors, the Saxons, came 
fr«om Germany : It is likewise plain that religion was 
always reckoned by the heathens among their majora ; 
and it is plain the whole body of the people could not be 
the clergy, and therefore the clergy of England have no 
legislative power. 

Thirdly, p. fac, They haveiio legidative power, be- 
cause Mr. Wadbington, in his " Observations on the Ec- 
denastici^ Jurisdiction of the Kings of England, shows 
from undeniable authorities, that in the time of William 
the Conqueror, and iseverai of his successors, diese were 
DO laws enacted concerning religion, imt by the great 
council of the kingdom.** I hope likewise, Mr. Wash- 
ington observes, thii this great council of the kingdom, as 
appears by undeniable authorities, was sometimes entire- 
ly composed of bidiops and clergy, and called the parlia- 
ment, and often consulted upon affairs of state, as well 
as church, as it is agreed by twenty writers of those 
ages ; and tf Mr. Wa^ington says otherwise, he is an au- 
thor just fit to be quoted by beaux. 

Fourthly. — But it is endless to pursue tUs matter any 
farther ; hi that it is plain, the clei'gy have no divine 
r^ht to make laws ; because Henry VIII, Edward VI, 
and Ctueen Elizabeth^ with their parliaments, will not al- 
low it them. Now, without examining what divine right 
the clergy have, or how far it extends ; is it any sort of 
proof that I have no ri^t because a stronger power will 
not let me exercise it ? or, does all that this author says 

* Tacittis de Moribus et PopuUs Gennaniae. 
it 6et prdaee, p. y^, tani ix. . 

I 
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through hit iMre&ce> or .book Usd^ wSatWBty 6dier wqift #f 
ai^g;uine&t hut this, w what he ^deduoes die tme way ? 

Bat Jus ai^^uMi^ and 6^miim» are yet nore np- 
portable, than the gtoBmcM of hktprical jreHuaiLi» which 
ace scattered so plentifully in his bocA, that it woidd be 
tedious to enumerate, or to diow the fraud and igooranoe 
of them. I beg the reader's leave to take notice ^of one 
herejustinmy way ; andthejratb^sbecatneldesigofor 
the fiiture to let hundreds oi them piwis witbeui fin-Aer 
notice. " When," says he, p. x. " by the ahnKslupg af 
the pc^'s power, things were b-ougfit hadk to tbdr an- 
cient channel, the parliament's n^^t in jBiaking ecdesiat- 
tical laws revived of couKse." What can possiUy be 
meant by this " ancient charntd ?" Why^ the dianoel 
that things ran in before Uie pope had any power in Eng- 
land :^that is to say, before Austin the monk converted 
£]]|;laad : before whidb time, it seems, the parliMnf t 
hkl a ri^tto make eccleuastioal laws^ And whatpar- 
liameot could tUs be? Why the lords spiskual and tem- 
IKHral, and the4K>8^aaoDs,mot at Westouoster. 

I camaot hese iotbe»i xefsnmog the folly imd pedaa- 
trf^dsome lawyers, wJiose apkaions this poor>are«tuie 
bUmUy follows, andrendesB yet .more absurd by his com- 
ments. The knowledge ti ^OHf oonstitutioQ can be only 
attained by consulting the earliest iEn§^ histories, «f 
which those gentlemen seem utterly ignorant, farther 
than a quotation or index. They would fain derive our 
government as now constituted, from antiquity : And be- 
cause they have seen Tacitus quoted for his majoribus 
omnes: »ad have read of the Goths military institution 
in thdr pn^^ss and ciHiqujests, they presently dream of 
a parliament. Had then- readiisig i^ached so far, they 
might have deduced it much more fauiy i^rom Aristotle 
andPolybius; who both diatinotly name the con^KMEBtiaD 
of rex^ smiares, apofmhifi ; and 4thelatter,.8B 1 1 
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particulurlj, wkb the highest approbation. The princes 
in the Saxon Heptardiy did indeed call their nobles 
sometimes together upon weighty aflftdrs, as most other 
prinees of the world have done in all ages. But, tbey 
made war and peace, and raised monej, bj their own au- 
thoritj : they gave or mended laws by their charters, am} 
they raised armies by their tenures. . Besides, some of 
those kingdoms fell in by conquests, before England was 
reduced under one head, andtherefOTe could pretend no 
rights, but by the concessions of the conqueror. 

Earths, which is more material, upon the admission 
of Christianity, great quantities of landwere acquired by 
the clergy, so that the gres^ council of the nation was of- 
ten entiraly (ji churchmen, and ever a considerable part. 
But our [»eseot consdtution is an artificial thing, not 
fairly to be traced, in my opinion, beyond Henry I. Since 
which time it has in every age admitted several altera- 
tions ; and differs now as much, even from what it was 
then, as almost any two species of government descr9)ed 
by Aristotle. And it would be mu^ more reasonable 
to affirm, that the government of Rome continued the 
same under Justinian, as it was in the time of Scipio, be- 
cause the senate and consuls still remained, although the 
power of both had been, for several hundred years, trans- 
ferred to the emper<Mrs. 



REMABKS ON THE PREFACE. 

Page iv. V. ^^ If men of opposite sentiments can sub- 
scribe the same articles, they are as much at liberty as 
if there were none." May not a man subscribe the 
whole articles, because he differs from another in the ex- 
plication of one? how many oaths are prescribed, that 
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loeo may differ in the e^qfdkatkm of some part of them ? 

Pagevi. "Ictea of Government." A canting pe- 
dantic way, learned from Locke; and how prettily he 
abows it. Instance — 

Pagevii. " 25 Hen. VIII. c. 19, is a bar to any such 
divine right [of a legidative power in the Clergy."] 
Absurd to aigue against the clergy's divine right, be- 
cause of the statute of Hemy VIII. How does that 
destroy divine right ? The sottish way of arguing ; 
from what the parliament can do ; from their power, &c. 

Page viii. " If the parliament did not think they had 
a plenitiide of power in this matter, they would not 
liaye damned all the canons of 1640." What does he 
mean ? A grave divine could not answer all his play- 
bouse and AlsoHa* cant, &c. He has read Hudibras, 
and many plays. 

Ps^ viii. " If the parliament can amiul ecclesiastical 
lavs, they must be able to make them." Distinguish, 
and show the nlliness, &c. 

IMd. All that he says against the discipline, he 
might say the salne against the doctrine, nay, against 
the belief of a God, viz. That the legislature might 
forbid, it. The church forms and contrives canons; 
and the civil power, which is compulsive, confirms 



Page ix. " There were no laws enacted but by the 
great council of the kingdom." And that was very often, 
chiefly, only bishops. 

Ibid. '' Laws settled by parliament to punish the 
clergy." What laws were those ? 

* A ludicrous name for White Friars^ which waa formerly a privi- 
leged place, and coDBequently a receptacle for iharpers. N. 
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Pige X. " The pe^e are boiiod to no laws bsi of 
their own choosing." It is fraudulent ; for they may 
consent to what others dioose^ and so people oAea do. 

Page xlv. paragraph 6. '' The deigy ^ae not sup- 
posed to have any divine legislature, because that mugt 
be superior to all worldly pow^ ; and then the clergy 
might as well forbid the parliament to meet but when and 
where they please, dx." No such consecjpience at all. 
They have a power exclusive from aU others. Ordain- 
ed to act as clergy, but not govern in civil aflfairs; nor 
act without leave of the civil power. 

Page XXV. ** The parliament suspected the kvie of 
power natural to dmrchmeu." Truly, so is the love ei 
pudding, and most other things desirable ia ^hs life ; 
and in that they are like the laity, as in all other tinigB 
that arenot good. And therefore, they are heldsot in 
esteem for what they are like in, but for ihek vktuea. 
The true way to abuse them with effect, is to tetius some 
foults of theirs, that other men have not, ornotso much 
of as they, &c. Might not any man speak fuM «8 
l)ed of senates^ diets, and parliameatfli as he can do 
about councils; and as bad of princes, as he does cf 
bishops ? 

Page xxxi.. "" They nug^ as well hare made CtatA^ 
nals Campegi and de Chinudiii, bishops of Salisbury 
and Worcester, as have enacted that their several sees 
and bashoprics were utterly void." No. The le^^a- 
ture might determine who should not be a bishop there, 
but not make a bishop. 

Ibid. ♦' Were not a great luunber deprived by par- 
liament upon tlie Restoration ?^ Does he mean predby^ 
ters ? What signifies that ? 

Ibid. ** Have they not trusted this power with our 
princes ?" Why aye. But that argues not right, but 
power. Have they not cut off a king's head? Ac 
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Tbe ehureh rnuit do tbe best tbey caD, if oot what they 
iroold. 

Pa^ xxxri. ** If titliefl a(hd first-firuits are paid to 
spiritHal persons a« such, the king or queen is the most 
t^tazl pcTWB, &e." As if the first-fruits, &c. were 
paid to the king, as tithes to a spiritual person. 

Page^]dMi "^Kiog Charies 11. thou^t fit that die 
biflbeps in Scotland diioold hold their bishoprics during 
will and pleaanre ; I do not find that high church com- 
plained of this as an encroachment, &c." I^o ; but as a 
fernicious counsel of Lord' Loch. 

Page xliv. " The common law judges have a power 
to determine, whether a man has a legal right to the sa^ 
erameot.*' They peetend it, but what we complain of as 
a most abominable hardship, «&c. 

Page xlv. "Giving men ^is blindly to the Devil, is 
an extraordinary piece of com^aisance to a lay chan- 
c^or.'' He Is som^hing in the right ; and therefore it 
iaa pity th^re are any ; and I hope the church will pro- 
vide against i^. But, if the sentence be just, it is not the 
person, bat the contempt. And if the author attacks a 
man (m the highway, and takes but two pence, he shall be 
seat to the galb^B^ more ternblie to him than the devil, 
for his contempt of the law, &c. Therefore he need not 
eofflplain of being sent to HeU. 

Page Ixiv. Mr. Lesley may carry things too far, as it 
is natoral^ becaiue the other extreme is so great But 
what be saya of the king's losses, since the 'church lands 
were given away, is too great a truth, &c. 

Page Ixxvi. ** To which I have nothing to plead, ex- 
cept the zeal I have for the church of England." You 
will see some pages farther, what he means by the 
Gburch ; but it is not fair, not to begin with telling us 
what is contained in the idea of a church, &c. 
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Page Ixxxiii. " They will not be angry with me for 
tbiokhig better of the church than they do, &c.** No, 
but they will differ from you : because the worse the 
queen is pleased, you think her better. I believe the 
church wDl not concern themselves much about your 
opinion of them, &c. 

Page Ixxxiv. ^ But the popi^, eastern, presbytman^ 
and Jacobite clergy, &c." This is like a general par- 
don, with such exceptions as make it useless, if we com* 
pute it, &c.. 

Page Ixxxvii. " Misapplying of the word chujrch, &c.** 
This is cavilling. No doubt his project is for ea^empt- 
ing the people ; but that is not what in common speech 
we usually mean by the diuich. Beatdes, who does not 
know that distinction ? 

Ibid. " Constantly apply the same ideas to thenj." 
This is, in old English, meaning the same thing. 

Page Ixxxix. ^ Demonstrates I could have no design 
but the pnnnoting of truth, &x." Yes, several designs, 
as money, spleen, atheism, &c« What? will any man 
tliink truth was his design, and not money and malice ? 
Does he expect the house will go into a committee for a 
bill to bring things to his scheme, to 'confound every 
thing ?&c. 

Some deny Tindal to be the author, and produce sto- 
ries of his dulness and stupidity. But what is lliere in 
all this book, that the dullest man in England might not 
write, if he were angry and bold enough, and had no i-e- 
gard to truth ? 
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RIMAAKS UPON THS BOOK, &C. 

Page 4. "Whether Lewis XIV. has such a power 
over Philip V. ?" He speaks here of the unlimited, un- 
controllable authmty of fathers. A very foolish ques- 
tion; and his discourse hitherto, of govemment, weak 
and trivial, and liable to objections. 

Ibid. " Whom he is to coi^ider not as his own, but 
the Almighty's w<M:kmandiip." A veij likelj considera- 
tion for the ideas of the state of nature. A very wrong 
deductian of paternal goyemment ; but that is notliing to 
the dispute, &c. 

Page 12. *' And as such might jusUy be punished by 
every one in the state of nature." False; he does not 
seem to understand the state of nature, although he has 
horrowed it from Hobbes, &c 

Page 14 "Merdly speculative points, and other in- 
^Mferent things, &c" And why are speculative opinions 
Eo lugiguificaBt ? do not men proceed in their practice 
according to their speculations ? so, if the author were a 
chaocellin-, and one of his speculations were, that the 
poorer the clergy the better, would not diat be of great 
tte, if a cause came before him of tithes or church- 
lands? 

Ibid. ^ Which can oafy he known by examining 
whether men had any power in the state oi nature over 
their own, or others actions, in these matters." No, 
that is a wrong method, unless where religion has not 
been revealed ; in natural religiwi, &c. 

Ibid. " Nothing at first sight can be more obvious, 
than that ia all religious matters, none could make over 
the right of judging for himself, since that would cause 
his religion to be absolutely at the disposal of another." 



d by Google 



72 J^BIABXS UPON THE RIOHTS 

At his rate of arguing (I thiok I do not misrepresent 
him, and I believe he will not deny the consequence) a 
man may profess heathenism, mahometanism, &c. gain as 
many proselytes as he can; and they may have their a&- 
sembliesy and the magistrate ought to protect diem, pro- 
vided ihey do not disturb the state : and they may enjoy 
M secidar preferments, be lords chancellors, judges, &c. 
But there are some opinions in several religions, which, 
although they do not directly make men rebel, yet lead to 
it Nay, we might have temples for idols, &c. A thou- 
sand such absurdities follow from his general notions, and 
ill-digested schemes And we see in the Old Testament, 
that kings were reckoned good or ill, as they suffered or 
hindere^l image-worship and idolatry,, &c. which was 
limiting conscience. 

Page 15. '*Men may form what clubs, cdmpanies, 
(NT meetings they think fit, &c. which the magistrate, as 
long as the public sustains no damage, cannot hinder, 
&!c." This is false ; although the public sustain no 
damage, they will forbid clubs where they think danger 
may happen. 

Page 16. " The magistrate is as much obliged to pro- 
tect them in the way they choose of worshipping him, as 
in any other indifferent matter." 

Page IT. "The magistrate to treat all his subjects 
alike, how much soever they differ from him or one an- 
other in these matters." This shows, that although they 
be Turks, Jews, or heathens, it is so. But we are sure 
Christianity is the only true religion, <fec. and therefore 
it should be the magistrate'*s chief care to propagate it ; 
and that God should be worshipped in that form, that 
those who are the teachers think most proper, Szc 

Page 18. " So that persecution is the most compre- 
hensive of all crimes, &c." But he has not told us what 
is Uicluded in the idea of persecution. State it right. 
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Ibid. '< But here it maj be demanded, if a man's 
conscience make him do such acts, «&c." This does oot 
answer the above objection : For, if the public be not 
distuited with atheistical principles preached, nor im- 
moralities, all is well. So that still men may be Jews, 
Turks, &c. 

Page 22. " The same reason which obliges them to 
make statutes of mortmain, and other laws, against the 
people's giving estates to the clergy, will equally hold 
for their taking them away when given." A great secu- 
rity for property ! WiU this hold to any other society in 
the state, as merchants, &c. or only to ecclesiastics ? A 
petty project : forming general schemes requires a deep- 
er head than this man's 

Ibid. ^ But the good of the society being the only 
reason of the magbtrate's having any power over menV 
properties, I cannot see why he shoidd deprive his sub- 
jects of any part thereof, for the maintenance of such 
opinions as have no tendency that way, &c." Here is 
a paragraph (vide also infra) which has a great deal in it 
The meaning is, that no man ought to pay tithes, who 
does not believe what the minister preaches. But how 
came they by this property ? When they purchased the 
land, they paid only for so much ; and the tithes were 
exempted. It is an older title than any man's estate is; 
and if it were taken away to-morrow, it could not, with* 
out a new law, belong to the owners of the other nine 
parts, any more than impropriations do. 

Ibid. " For the maintenance of such opinions, as no 
ways contribute to the public good." By such opinions 
as the public receive no advantage by, he must mean 
Christianity. 

Page 23. " Who by reason of such articles are di- 
vided into diflferent sects." A pretty cause of sects ! &c 

VOL. IV. D 
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Page 24. " So the same reason, as often as it occurs, 
Trill oblige him to leave that church." This is an ex- 
cuse for his turning papist. 

Ibid. •* Unless you suppose diurches l&e traps, easy 
to admit one ; but when once he is in, there he must al- 
ways stick, either for the pleasure or profit of the trap^ 
jgetters." Remairik his wit. 

Page 29. " Nothing can be more absurd than main- 
taining there must be two independent powers in the 
same society, &c." This abondnably absurd ; s^ow it. 

Page 33. " The whole hierarchy as built on it, must 
necessarily fall to the ground, and great will be the fall 
of this spiritual Babylon." I will do him justice, and 
take notice when he is witty, &c. 

Page 36. " For if there may be two such [indepen* 
dent powepsj in every society on earth, why may there 
not be more than one in Heaven .^" A delicate conse- 
quence. 

Page 37. "Without having the less, he could not 
have the greater, in which that is contained." Sophis* 
tical; instance wherein. 

Page 42. ** Some since, subtler than the Jews, hare 
managed commutations more to their own advantage, by^ 
enriching themselves, and beggaring, if fame be not a liar, 
many an honest dissenter." It is fair to produce wit^ 
iiesses, is she a liar or not ? The report is almost imr 
possible. Conunutations were contrived for roguish 
registers, and proctors, and lay chancellors, but not for 
the clergy. 

Page 43. " Kings and people, who (as the Indians 
do the Devil) adored the pope out of fear.^' I am 
in doubt, whether I shaU allow that for wit or not, 4ix. 
Liookyou, in these cases, preface it ihm : Jff^ one may use"* 
mi old saying. 
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Page 44. " One reason why iht cler^ make what 
thej call schism, to be «o heinom a sin.^ There it is 
now; because he has changed churches, he rkficHies 
ficbigm ; as Milton wrote for dirorces, because he had 
to ffl wife. For ten pages on, we must give the true 
Answer, that makes all these arguments of no use. 

Page 60. ^ It pos^Uy will be said, I have all thk 
while been doing these gentlemen a great deal of wrong." 
To do him justice, he sets forth the objections of his ad- 
versaries with great strength, and much to thdr adran- 
ti^. No doubt those are the very objections we would 
offer. 

Page 68. " Their executioner.** He is fond of this 
word in many places, yet there is nothing in it farther 
diao it is the name for the hangman, <fec. 

Page 69. " Since they exclude both from having any 
thing in the ordering of church matters." Another part 
of his scheme : for, by this, the people ought to execute 
ecclesiastical offices without distinction, for he brings the 
other opinion as an absurd one. 

Page 72. ** They claim a judicial power, ftnd by virtue 
6f it, the government of the church, and thereby (pardon 
^ expression) become traitors both to God and man." 
Who does he desire to pardon him ? or is this meant of 
the English clergy ? so it seems. Does he desire them to 
pardon him ? they do it as christians. Does he desire the 
government to do it ? but then how can they make ex* 
amples ? He says, the clergy do so, &c. so he means all. 

Page 74. " I would gladly know what they mean by 
giving the Holy Ghost." Explain what is really meant 
by giving the Holy Ghost, like a king empowering an 
ambassador.''^ 

Page 79. " The popish clergy make very bold witli 
the Three Persons of the Trinity." Why then, don't 

* See Hooker'f Ecdeiiastical Polity^ Book r. lec. 77. 
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mix them ;< but ve see wh<Hn this glances on most. As 
to the Cangi de iUre^ and Nolo qnscopari, not so absurd : 
and if omitted, why changed. 

Page 78- " But not to digress." — ^Pray does he call 
scurrility upon tiie clargy, a digression ? The apology 
needless, &c. 

Ibid " A clergyman, it is said, is God's ambassador.'' 
But you know an ambassador may have a secretary, &c 

Ibid. *f Call their pulpit speeches the word of God." 
That is a mistake. 

Page 79. " Such persons to represent him." Are not 
they that own his power, fitter to represent him than 
others ? Would the author be a fitter person ? 

Ibid. " Pujffed up with intolerable pride and inso- 
lence." Not at all; for where is the pride to be em- 
ployed by a prince, whom so few own, and whose being 
is disputed by such as this author ? 

Ibid. " Perhaps fix>m a poor servitor, &c. to be a 
prime minister in God's kingdom." That is right. God 
takes notice of the difference between poor servitors, &c. 
Extremely foolish — shew it. The argument lies strong- 
ly against the apostles, poor fishermen ; and St. Paul, a 
tent maker. So gross and idle ! 

Page 80. " The formality of laying hand over head 
on a man." A pun ; but an old one. I remember, when 
Swan made that pun first, he was severely checked for 
it. 

Ibid. " What more is required to give one a rights 
&c." Here show, what power is in the church, and what 
in the state, to make priests. 

Page 85. " To bring men into, and not tpm them 
out of the ordinary way of salvation." Yes; but as one 
rotten sheep does mischief — and do you think it reason- 
able, that such a one as this author should convei-se with 
Christians, and weak ones ? 
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Page 85. See his fine account of spirkual pamd^ 
meut 

Page 87. " The clergy affirm, that if they had nat 
the power to exclude men from the church, its unity 
could not be preserved." So to expel an ill member 
from a college, would be the way to divide the college; 
as in All-Souls, &c. Apply it to him. 
' Page 88. " I cannot see but it is contrary to the rules 
of charity, to exclude men from the diurch, &c." All 
this turns upon the falsest reasoning in the world. So, if 
a man be imprisoned for stealing a hone, he is hindered 
from other duties : And you might argue, that a man 
who does ill, ought to be more diligent in minding other 
duties, and not to be debarred from them. It is for con- 
tumacy and rebellion against that power in the church 
which the law has confirmed. So a man is outlawed for 
a trifle, upon contumacy. 

Page 02. ^' Obliging all by penal laws to receive the 
sacrament." This is false. 

Page 93. ** The want of which means can only hard- 
en a man in his impenitence." It is for his being harden- 
ed, that he is excluded. Suppose a son robs his father 
in the highway, and his father will not see him till he re- . 
stores the money, and owns his fault It is hard to deny 
him paying his duty in other things, &c. How absurd 
this! 

Page 95. " And that only they had a right to give 
it." Another part of his scheme, that the people have 
a right to give the sacrament. See more of it, p. f35 and 
137. 

• Page 96. " Made familiar to such practices by the 
heathen priests." Well ; and this shows the necessity 
of it for peace sake. A silly objection of this and other 
enemies to religion, to think to disgrace it by applying 
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heatheniim, which oiAy concerns the polUkal part^ 
whereiD they were as wise as others, and might gire, 
rules. lostaoee, in some, &c* 

Page 08. ^How differentlj from this do the great 
{nretenders to primitive practice act, &c." This a re* 
markable passage. Does he condenm or allow this mys- 
terious way? It seems Uie first; and therefore tiiese 
words are a little turned, but infiallibly stood in the first 
draught as a great argument for popery. 

Page 10b. " They dress them up in a Sanbenito.'^ 
So, now we are to answer for the Inquisition. One 
thing is, that he makes the fieiUien guilty of asserting 
most of the corruptions about the power of priests. 

Page 104. *'Some priestii assume to themselves an 
arbitrary power of excluding men from the Lord's Sup 
per." His scheme ; that any body may administer the 
sacraments, women, or children, «ix. 

Page 108. " One no more than another can be reekr 
oned a priest." See his scheme. Here he disgraces 
what the law enacts, about the manner of coosecratiog, 
*c. 

Page 118. " Churches serve to worse purposes thw 
bear-gardens." Thb from Hudibras. 

Page 119. " In the time of that wise heathen Am- 
mianus Marcellinus.*' Here he runs down all Christiai»' 
ij in general. 

Page 1 20. "I shall, in the following part of my dis- 
course, show that this docUrine is so far from serviiig 
the ends of religion, that, 1. It prevents the s|Mnea^ 
of the Gospel, &c." This independent power in the 
«hurch is like the worms; beii^ the cause of all diseases* 

Page 124. " How easily could the Roman emperors 
have destroyed the church ?" Just as if he bad sai4 
bow easily could Herod kill Christ while a child, &€. 
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Page 125* ^ The people were set against bishops bj 
reason of their tyranny." Wrong; for the bishops 
were no tyrants : their power was swallowed up by the 
pcqpes, and the people desired they should have more. 
It was the regulars that tyraouised and formed priestcraft 
He is ignorant 

Page 139. "He is not bound by the laws of. Christ 
to leave his (nends in oi-der be baptized, «&€•" This di- 
rectly against the Gospel. One would think him an 
emissary, by his preaching schism. 

Page 142. " Tbea will the communion of saints be 
practicable, to which the principles of all parties, the 
occasional conformists only excepted, stand in direct op- 
position, &c." So that all are wrong but they. The 
Scripture is fully against schism, Tindal promotes it, 
^d places in it all the present and future happiness of 
man. 

Page 144. All he has hitherto s^d on this matter, 
with a very little turn, were arguments for popery : for 
it is certain, that religion had share in very few wai's for 
many hiuidred years before the Reformation, because 
they were all of a mind. It is the ambition of rebels 
preaching upon the discontents of sectaries, that they are 
iK>t supreme, which has caused wars for religion. He is 
imstaken altogether. His little narrow understanding 
and want of learning. 

Page 145. " Though some say the high-fliers lives 
might serve for a very good rule, if men would act 
quite contiary to them." Is he one of those some ? 
Beside the new turn of wit, &c.' all the clergy in Eng- 
land come under his notion of high-fliers, as he states 
it. 

Page 147. " None of them (churchmen) could be 
brought to acknowledge it lawful upon any account 
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whatever, to exclude the Duke of York." This accoantr 
lalde in fajcL 

Ibid. " And the body politie, whether ecclesiasticaV 
or civH, must be dealt with after the same manner as the 
body natural." What, because it is called a body, and 
is a simile, must it hold in all circumstances ? 

Page 148. " We find all wise legislators have had 
regard to the tempers, inclinations, and prejudices, &c.^ 
This paragraph false. — It was directly contrary in seve- 
ral, asZ^urgus, ^c. 

Page 152. " All the skill of the prelatists is not 
able to discover the least distinction between bishop 
and presbyter." Yet, God knows, this hath been dcMSB 
many a time. 

Page 158. "The epistle to the Philippians is direct- 
ed to the bishops and deacons; I mean in due order a^ 
ter the people, viz. to the saints, with their bishq)s and 
deacons." I hope he would aigue from another place, 
that the people precede the king, because of these 
words: " Ye shidl be destroyed, both you and your 
king." 

Page 161. " The pope and other great church dons." 
I suppose he means bishops: but I wish he would 
explain himself, and not be so very witty in the midst 
of an argument ; it is like two mediums : not fair in dis- 
puting. 

Page 167. " Clemens Romanus blames the people; 
not for assuming a power, but for making a wrong use of 
it, &c." His great error all along is, that he does not 
distinguish between a power, and a liberty of exercising 
that power, &c. I would appeal to any man, whether 
the clergy have not too little power, since a book like his^ 
that unsettles foundations, and would destroy all, goes 
unpunished, Sic 
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Page 171. '' By this or some such method the hi 
shops obtained their power over their fellow presbytors, 
and both over the peq>le. The whole tenour of the 
Gospel directly ctHitrary to it." Then it is not an allow- 
able means : This carries it so far as to spoil his owti 
system ; it is a sin to have bishops as we have them. 

Page 1 72. '* The preservation of peace and unity, 
9aad not any divine right, was the reason of establishing 
a superiority of one of the presbyters over the rest. 
Otherwise there would, as they say, have been as many 
schismatics as presbyters. No great compliment to the 
clergy of those days. Why so ? It is the natural effect 
of a worse independency, which he, keeps such a clat- 
ter about ; an independency of churches on each othei^ 
which must naturally create schism. 

Page 183. " How could the Christians have assert^ 
ed the disinterestedness of tliose who first preached 
the Gospel, particularly their having a right to the 
tenth part ?" Yes, that would have passed easy enough ; 
for they could not imagine teachers could live on air; 
and their heathen priests were much more unreasonable. 

Page 184 '' Men's suffering for such opinions is not 
sufficient to support the weight of them." This is a 
glance against Christianity. State the case of convert- 
ing infi^d^ls; the converters are supposed fewf the bulk 
of the priests must be of the converted country. It is 
their own people therefore they maintain. What pro- 
ject OT end can a few converters propose ? they can 
leave no pc^er to thek families, &c. State this, I say, 
at length, and give it a true turm Princes ^ve corpo- 
rations power to purchase lands. 

Page 187i " That it became an easy prey to the 
barbarous nations." Ignorance in Tindal. The em- 
pire long declined before Christianity was introduced.- 
This is a^ wrong cause, if ever there was one. 
D Z 
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Page 190. ^ It k the cleigy's interest to bave reli- 
gioa corrupted*" Ctuite the cootrarj ; prove it. How 
is it the interest of the English clergy to corrupt reli- 
gion ? The more justice and piety the people have, the 
better it is ibr them; for that urould prevent the penary 
of fanners^ and the of^ressioti of exacting covetous land- 
lords, dsc. That which h$s corrupted religion, is the 
l&erty unlimited of profeteing all opinions. Do not 
lawyers render law intricate by their speculations, &c* 
And physidans, &c* 

Page 209. " The aphit and temper of the clergy, t^c." 
What does this man think the clergy are made of ? 
Answer generally to what he says against councils in 
the ten pages before. Suppose I should bring quotations 
in thdr praise. 

Page 211. " As the clergy, though few in compari- 
mm of the laity, were the inventors of corruptions.'^ 
His scheme is, that the fewer and poorer the clergy the 
better^ and the contrary among the laity. A noble prin- 
ciple ; and delicate ccmsequences from it. 

Page 207. " Men are not always condemned for the 
aake of opinions, but opinions sometimes for the sake of 
men." And so, he hopes, that if his opinions are con* 
demne4 people wiU think it is a spite against him, a& 
having been always seandsdous. 

Page 210. '' The meanest layman as good a judge 
^asthe greatest priest, for the meanest man is as much in- 
terested in the truth of religion as the greatest {»*ie6t" 
As if one should say, the meanest sick man has as much 
inters in health as a phy^ian, therefore is as good a 
judge of physic as a physician. Sic. 

Ibid. ^ Had synods been composed of laymen, none 
•f those corruptions which tend to advance the interest 
of the deigy, &c." True. But the part the laity had 
la reforming, was little more than plundering. He should 
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umderstand that the nature of things is this, that the cler- 
gy are made of men, and without some encouragement 
" I they will not have the best, but the worst 

Page\215. " They who gave estates to, rather than 
they who took them from the clergy, were guilty of sa- 
crilege.*^ Then the people are the church, and the 
clergy not ; another part of his scheme. 

Page 219. " The clergy as they subsisted by the 
alms of the people, &c." This he would have stiH. 
Show the folly of it. Wot possible to show any civiti- 
zed nation ever did it. Who would be clergymen then ? 
, The absurdity appears by putting the case, that none 
were to be statesmen, lawyers, or physicians, but who 
were to subsist by alms. 

Page 222. " These subtle clergymen work their de- 
signs, who lately cut out such a tacking job for them^ 
.&c." He is mistaken — every body was for the bill al- 
most, though not for the tack. The bishop of Sarum 
was for it, as appears by his speech again&t it. But4t seems, 
the tacking is owing to metaphysical speculations. I won- 
der Aether is most perplexed, this author in his style, or 
the writings of our divines. In the judgment of all peo- 
pie, our divines have carried practical preaching and 
writing to the greatest perfection it ever arrived to ; 
which shows, that we may affirm in general, our clergy 
is excellent, although this or tliat man be faulty. As if 
an army be constantly victonous, regular, &c. we may 
say, it is an excellent, victorious army : But, Tindal, to 
disparage it, would say, such a serjeant ran away; 
such an ensign hid himself in a ditch ; nay one colonel 
> turned his back, tlierefore it is ^ corrupt, cowardly 
army, &c. 

Page 224. "They were as apprehensive of the 
works of Aristotle as some men are of the works of a late 
philosopher, which they are afraid will let too much 

©a 
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light into the world." Yet just such another ; only a 
commentator on Aristotle. People are likely to improve 
their understanding much with Locke. It is not his Hu- 
man Understanding, but other works, that people dislike^ 
although in that there are some dangerous tenets, as that 
of no innate ideas. 

Page 226. " Could they, like the popish priests, add 
to this a restraint on the press, then- business would be 
done." So it ought : For example, to hinder his book, 
because it is written to justify the vices and infidelity of 
the age. There can be no other design in it. For, is this 
a way or manner to do good ? railing does but provoke. 
The opinion of the whole parliament is, the clergy are 
too poor. 

Ibid. " When some nations could be no longer kept 
from prying into learning, this miserable gibberish of 
the schools was contrived." We have exploded school- 
men as much as he, and in some people's opinion too much, 
since the liberty of embracing any opinion is allowed ; 
they following Aristotle, who is doubtless the gi-eatest 
master of arguing in the world : But it has been a fashion 
of late years to explode Aristotle, and therefore this man 
lias fallen into it like others, for that reason, without un* 
derstanding him. Aristotle's poetry,^ rhetoric, and poli- 
tics, are admirable ; and therefor^ it is likely, so are his 
logics. 

Page 230. " In these freer countries, as the clergy 
have less power, so religion is better understood, and 
more useitil and excellent discourses are made on that 
subject, &c." Wot generally. HoHand not very fa- 
mous, Spain has been, a^nd France is. But it requires 
more knowledge than his, to form general rules, whloK 
people strain (when ignorant) to false deductions to make 
them out 
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Page 232. Chap. YII. That this hypothesis of aa 
independent power in any set of clergymen, makes all 
reformation unlawful, except where those who have this 
power do consent. The title of this chapter, a Truism. 

Page 234. '' If God has not placed mankind in res- 
pect to civil matters uoder an absolute power, but has 
permitted them in every society to act as they judge 
best for their own safety, &c." Bad parallels; bad po* 
htics; want of due distinction between teaching and go- 
vernment. The people may know when they are go 
veroed well, but not be wiser than their instructors. 
Show the difference. 

ibid. "If God has allowed the civil society these- 
{Hivileges, can we suppose he has less kindness for hm 
cburch, «fcc. ?" Here they are distinguished then, here 
it makes for him. It is a sort of turn of expression, 
which is scarce with him, and he contradicts himself to 
fidlowit 

Page 235. " This cursed hypothesis had, perhaps, 
never been thought on with relation to civils, had not 
the clergy (who have an inexhaustible magazine of op 
pressive doctrines) contrived first in ecclesiasticals, &c." . 
The seventh paragraph furious and false. Were there 
no tyrants before the clergy, &c. ? 

Page 23d. "Therefore in order to serve them, 
though t expect little thanks, &c." And why so? Will 
they not, as you say, follow their interest ? I thought 
you said so. He has three or four sprightly turns of this 
kind, that look as if he thought he had done wonders, 
and had put all the clergy in a ferment. Whereas, I do 
assure him, there are but two things wonderful in his 
book : First, how any man in a Christian country could 
have the boldness and wickedness to write it : And how 
say gavei-nment would neglect punishing the author qi^ 



Digitized by Google 



^0 BEMARES UPON THE EIGHTS 

it, if not as an enemy of rdigioQ, yet as a pr(^%ate 
tninqpet^ of sedition. These are hard wordsi got by 
reading his book. 

Ibid. " The l^ht of nature, as weU as the Go^l, 
obliges people to judge of themselves, &c. to avdd false 
prophets, seducers, <&c" The legislature can turn out 
a priest, and af^[)oint another ready-made, but not make 
•one ; as you discharge a physician, and may take a far- 
rier; but he is no physician, unless made as he ought to 
be. 

Ibid. *' Since no more pov er is required for the one 
than the other.*' That is, I dislike my physician, and 
ean tym him off, therefore I can make any man a phy- 
sdcian. Sue Cujus est dkstruere^ &c. Jest on it : There- 
fore, because he lays schemes for destroying the church, 
we must employ him to raise it again. See what daoger 
lies in applying maxims at random. So,, becausie it is 
the soldiers business to knock men on the head, it i^ 
Aeirs likewise to raise them to life, &c. 

Piige 237. ^' It can belong only to the people to ap- 
pdnt their own ecclesiastical officers." This won) 
'**• people" is so delicious in him, that I cannot tell what 
is included in the idea of the " people." Does he meaa 
the rabble or the legislature, &c. ? In this sense it may 
be true, that the legislature gives leaye to the bishops ta 
appoint, and they appoint themselves ; I mean, theexecii- 
tive power appoints, &c He shows \m ignorance in go- 
vernment. As to high church, he carties it a prodigious 
way, and indices, in the idea of it, more than otben^ 
win allow. 

Page 239^. " Though it be customary to admit none 
to the ministry who are not approved by the bishops or 
priests, &c." One of his principles to expose. 

IlMd. '^If every one has not an inherent right t0 
dioose his own guide^ then a man must be either of the 
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leWgkm of his guide, or, &c." That would make deli- 
Cite work in a nation : What would become of all our 
churches ? They must dwindle into conventicles Show 
what would be the consequence of this scheme, in seve- 
ral points. TMb great refmrmer, if his projects were re- 
duced to practice, how many thousiknd sects, and conse- 
quently tumults, &c. Men must be governed in specu- 
lations, at lea^ not su^ered to vent them, because opi- 
nions tend to actions, which are most governed by opi- 
nions, &C. If those who write for tlie church writ no bet- 
ter, they would succeed but scurvily. But to see whe- 
ther he be a good writer, let us see when he has publish- 
ed his second part 

Page 253. '' An excellent author in his preface to 
the account of Denmark." This man judges and writes 
ttiuch of a level. Molesworth's preface full of stale 
profligate topics. That author wrote his book in spite 
to a nation, as this does to religicm, and both perhaps oo 
poor personal piques. 

Ibid. ** By which means, and not by any difference 
in speculative matters, they are more rich and populous.'' 
As if ever any body thought that a difference in ^ecu^ 
latite opinions made men richer or poorer ; for exam- 
ple, &c. 

Page 258. " Play th)B DevU for God's sake." If this 
is meant for wit, I would be glad to observe it; but in 
such cases I first look whether there be common sense,^ 
&c 

Page 261. " Christendom has been the scene of per- 
petual wars, massacres,- &c." He does not consider that 
most religious wars have been caused by schisms, when 
the dissenting parties were ready to join with any amfai* 
tious discontented men. The national religion always 
^^^ires peace, eveu in her notions, for its interest 
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Page 270. " Some have taken the liberty to coxa- 
pare a high church priest in politics, to a monkey in a 
glass-shop, where, as he can do no good, so he never fail* 
of doing mischief enough." That is his modesty, it is 
lii8t)wn simile, and it rather fits a man that does so and 
so, meaning himsel£ Besides, the compar^n is foolish-t 
So it is TTith men, as with stags. 

Page 276. " Their interest obliges them directly to 
promote tyranny." The matter is, that Christianity is 
the fault which spoils the priests, for they wei:e like 
other men before they were jMiests. Among the Ro- 
mans, priests did not do so; for they had the greatest 
power during the republic. I wonder he did not j^ove 
^ey spoiled Nero. 

Page 277. "No princes have been more insupport- 
able, and done greater violence to the commonwealth, 
than those the clergy have honoured for saints and mair- 
t3nrs." For example in our country, the princes most 
celebrated by our clergy are, &c. d^. &c. And the quar- 
rels since the Conquest were nothing at all of the clergy^ 
but purely of families, &c. wherein the clergy only join- 
ed like other men. 

Page 279^. " After the reformation, I desire to know 
whether the conduct of theclergy was any ways altered for 
the better, &c." Monstrous misi-epresentation ! Does 
this mau'is spirit of declaiming let him forget all truth af 
fact, as here, &c ? Show it, or does he flatter himself, a 
time will come in future ages, that men will believe it on 
his word ? In short, between declaiming, between mi^ 
representing, and falseness, and charging popish things 
and independency huddled together, his whole book 19 
employed. 

Set forth at large the necessity of union in religion, 
and the disadvantage of the contrary, aud answer the 
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contrary in Holland, where they have no religion, and 
are the worst constituted government in the world to 
last. It is ignorance of causes and appearances which 
makes shallow people" judge so much to their advantage. 
They are governed by the administration and almost 
legislature of Holland through advantage of property, 
nor are they fit to be set in balance with a noWe king- 
dom, «&c. like a man that gets a hundred pounds a yeai* 
foy hard labour, and one that has it in land. 

Page 280. " It may be worth inquiring, whether the 
difference between the several sects in England, &c" A 
noble notion started, that union in the church must en* 
slave the kingdom ; reflect on it. This man has some- 
where heard, that it is a point of wit to advance para- 
doxes, and the bolder the better. But the wit lies in 
maintaining them^ which he neglects, and forms imagi- 
nary conclusions from them, as if they were true and 
unconte^ed. 

He adds, ^ That in the best constituted church, the 
greatest good which can be expected of the ecclesiastic^ 
ia, from their divisions." This is a maxim deduced from 
a gradation of false suppositions. If a man should turn 
the tables, and argue that all the debauchery, atheism, 
licentiousness, &c. of the times, were owing to the pover- 
ty of the clergy, &c. what woidd he say ? There have 
been more wars of religion since the ruin of the clergy, 
than be^e in England. A\\ the civil wars before were 
from other causes. 

Page 283. " Prayers are made in the loyal universi- 
ty of Oxford, to continue the throne free from .the con- 
tagion of schism. See Mather's Sermon on the 29th of 
May, 1705." Thus he ridicules tlie university, while 
be is eating thek bread. The whole university comes 
with the most loyal addresse?^ yet that goes for nothinf . 
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If one indificreet man drops an iodiacreei wcxrd, all miia^ 
answer £or it 

Page 286. ^< By aUowiog all, who hold do opinions 
prejudicial to the state, and contribute equally with their 
feUow'Subjects to its support, equal privileges in it." 
But who denies that of the dissenters ? The Cahinist 
.scheme, one would not think {nroper for monarchy^ 
Therefore^ they fell in with the Scotch, Geneva, and Hol- 
land ; and w^^n they had strength here, they putted 
down the monfldx^hy. But I will tell an opinion thej 
' hold prejudicial to the state in his opimon ; and that 1% 
that they are against toleration, of which if I do not show 
him ten times more instances icom their greatest writen^ 
than he can do of passive ol>e<tience among the clergy, I 
<have done. 

^ Does not ju^ice demand, that they who alike coii- 
kibute to the bmrden, should alike receive the advan- 
tage !" Here is anoth^ of his maxims closely put wkh- 
out c<msidering what exceptions may be made. The 
papists have contributed doubly (being so taxed) th^re* 
fiore by this rule they ou^t to have double advantage. 
Protection ia property, leave to trade and puxthaae, &c. 
are enough for a govenmient to give. Emp^oymeiHs in a 
state are a reward for these who entirely agree with it, 
Sx. For examptej a man who upon sdl occasions de- 
clared his opinion of a commimwealth to be preferaUe to 
a monarchy, would not ^ a fit man to have emj^y- 
ments; let him enjoy his opinion, but not be in a capa^ 
city of reducing it to [nradice, ^. 

Page 287. ^ There can be no alteration in the es- 
tablished mode of church discipline, which is not made 
In a legal way." Oh ! but there are several metho<b to 
compass dils legal way, by cunning, fectioB, industry. 
The common people, be knows, may be wrought upon bf 
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idests; these naj iajQueiKe tbefiebcdkm, aod to ^^ 
a verypeniicious law, andin alegal way ruin the atate; 
aa King Charles L began to be rained in a leg»l wajr, bj 
paflBing Inllfl, Ssc* 

Page 288. '^ As every thing u perseGution which puts 
a man in a worse condition than his neighbours." It ia 
hard to think sometimes whether this man is hired to write 
fwi or against dissenters, and the sects. This is their 
opimon, although they will not own it so roundly. Let 
this be brought to practice : Make a quaker lord chaa> 
cellor, who tUnks paying tithes unlawful. And bring 
other instances to shov that several employments afiect 
theeburch. 

Ibid. '< Great advantage which both church and 
state have got by the kindness already ^own to dissent- 
ers." L^ them then be thad^l fcnr that We humour 
chiidreu for their good sometimes, but too much may 
burt Observe that this 64th paragraph just contradicts 
the former. For, if we have advantage by kindness 
shown dksent^!B, then there is no necessity of bainsl^ 
nent, cnt death. 

Page 290. " Christ never designed the holy sacra- 
ment should be prostituted to serve a party. And that 
people shoidd be bribed by a place to receive unworthy- 
fy." Why, the buianess is, to be sure, that those who 
are employed, are of the national diurch ; and the way 
to hmw it, is, by receiving the sacrament, which all men 
ought to do in their own church; and if not, are headly 
f^Uxtmo&ce; and if they have those moral qualifica^ 
tions he motions, joined to religion, no fear of receiving 
HQWortbily. And for this there might be a remedy : To 
take an oath that they are of the same prineip]es» &c* 
far that is the end of receiving, and that it might be oo 
bribe, the bMl agiuast eceasienal confonoity would {pre- 
vent entirely. 
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Rnd. •'Preferring men not for their capacity, bat 
their zeal to the church." The misfortune is, that if we 
prefer dissenters to great posts, they will have an incli- 
nation to make themselves the national church, and so 
there will be perpetual struggling ; which case may be 
dangerous to the state. For, men are naturally wishing 
to get over others to their own opinion : witness this 
writer, who has published as singular and absurd notions 
as possible, yet has a mighty zeal to bring us over to 
them, &c. 

Page 292. Here are two pages of scurrilous faction, 
with a deal of reflections on great persons. Under the 
notion of high churchmen, he runs down all uniformity 
and church government. Here is the whole lower house 
of convocation, which represents the body of the clergy, 
and both universities, treated with rudeness, by an ob- 
scure, corrupt member, while he is eating their bread. 

Page 294. "The reason why the middle sort of 
people retain so much of their ancient virtue, &c is be- 
cause no such pernicious notions are the ingredients of 
their education ; which it is a sign are infinitely absun^ 
when so many of the gentry and nobility can, notwith- 
standing their prepossession, get clear of them." Now 
the very same argument lies against religion, morality; 
honour, and honesty ; which are, it seems, but prejudices 
of education, and too many get clear of them. The 
middle sort of people have oth^ things to mind than the 
factions of the age. He always assigns many causes, 
and sometimes with reason, since he makes imaginary ef- 
fects. He quarrels at power being lodged in the clergy : 
When there is no reasonaUe protestant, clergy or laity, 
who will not readily own the inconveniences by too great 
power and wealth in any one body of men, ecclesiastiQ^ 
or seculars : But, on that account to weed up the -wheat 
with the tares; to banish all religion, because it is capa- 
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He tf beiag cormpted: togiTeuDbounded Ikeiice to all 
sects, &C. — And if heresies had not been used with some 
Tiolence in the primitire age, we should have had» 
instead of true religion, the most c(»mi^t <me in the 
worid. 

Page 3 1 6. « The Dutch, and the rest of our presbj- 
tarian allies, &c." The Dutch will hardly thank him 
for this aj^llation. The French huguenots, and Ge- 
neva protestants themselves, and others, have lamented 
the want of episcopacy, and approved ours, &c. In 
this and the next paragraph, the author introduces the 
aiguments he formerly used, when he turned papist in 
King James's time ; and loath to lose them, he gives them 
a new turn; and they are the strongest in his book, at 
least have most artifice. 

Page 333. « 'Tis plain, all the power the bishops 
have, is derived from the people, &c." In general the 
distinction lies here. The permissive power of exercii- 
dng jurisdiction lies in the people, or legislature, or ad* 
ministrator of a kingdom ; but not of making him a bishop : 
as a physician that commences abroad, may be suffered 
to practise in London or be hindered ; but they have 
not the power of creating him a doctor, which is peculiar 
to a university. This is some allusion ; but the thing 
is plain, as it seems to me, and wants no si^bteriuge, 
&c. 

Page 338. " A journeyman bishop to ordain for him.*' 
Docs any man think, that writing at this rate does the 
author's cause any service ? is it his wit or his spleen 
that be cannot govern ? 

Page 3(54. " Can any have a right to an office, with- 
out having a right to do those things in which the office 
consists?" I answer, the ordination is valid. But a 
maa may prudeatially forbid to do some things: as a 
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elei^ymBii i6ay many withoatBcense or bans; the mar- 
riage is good; yet he is purashable ftw it. 

Page 368. « A choice made by pefsons m*o have no 
right to choose, is an error of the first concocfiott." Thirt 
baUered simile agami this is hard. I widi physbians 
had kept that a secret, it fies so reacfy for him to be wit- 
ty with. 

Page 370. " If prescription can make mere nullities 
to become good and valid, the laity may be capable rf 
aH manner of ecclesiastical power, &c." There is a 
difference; for, here the same way is kept, although 
there might be breaches ; but it is quite otherwise, if y<w 
alter the whole method from what it was first. We see 
bishops: there always were bishops: it is the old way 
still. So a family is still held the same, although we are 
not sure of the purity of every one of the race. 

Page 38a. ** It is said, that every nation is not a 
complete body politk within itself as to ecclesiastical 
But the whole church, say they, composes such a body, 
and Christ is the head of it. But Christ's headship 
makes Christians no more one body politic with respect 
to ecclesiasticals, dian to civils." Here we must show the 
reason and necessity of the church being a corporation 
all over the wotW ; to avoid heresies, and preserve fun- 
damentals, and hinder the corrupting of Scripture, &c. 
But there are no such necessities in government, to be 
the same every where, &c. It is something like the col- 
leges in a university ; they all are independent, yet join* 
cd, are one body. So a general council consisteth of 
many persons independent of one another, &c. 

However, there is such a thing as jus gentiunh ^' 
And he that is doctor of physic, or law, is so in any uni- 
versity in Europe, like the Respuhlica Literaria. Nor 
. to me does there seem any thing contradicting, or imjffo- 
per in this notion of the catholic churchy and for want of 
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wdk a comnmnioii, rel^kMi is so much comipted, ftod 
would be more, if there were not more conimunioD in thb 
than in civite. It is of no import to mankind how na- 
tkMB are gbvemed; bat the preaenring the purity of re- 
hpoa is beat held up by endeavouring to make it one 
body, orer the world. Something like as there h in 
trade. So to be able to communicate with idl christians we 
come amot^, is at least to be widied and dmed at, as 
imch as we can. 

Page 384. ** In a word, if the bishops are not sajHremey 
^" Here he reassumes his arguments for popery, that 
ftere cannot be a body politic of the church through the 
whole world, without a visible head to have recourse to. 
These were formerly writ to advance popery, and now 
to put an absurdity upon the hypothesis of a catholic 
church. As they say in Ireland, in King James's time 
diey built mass houses, which we make very good bams 
ot 

Page 388. ** Bishops are, und^ a premunire, obliged 
to c<H^rm and consecrate the person named in the congB 
i'iUreJ*^ This perhaps is complained of. He is per- 
fintted to do it. We sJlow the legidature may hinder, if 
ftey please : as they may turn out Christianity, if they 
thinkfit. 

Page 389. *^ It is the magistrate who empowen them 
(o do more for other bishops than they can for them- 
selves, since they cannot appoint their own successors." 
Yes they could, if the magistrate would let them. Here 
k an endless splutter, and a parcel of perplexed distinc* 
timis upon no occasion. All that the clergy pretend to, 
is aright of qualifying men for the ministry, something 
Bke what a university doth with degrees. This powar 
they claim from God, and that the civil power cannot do 
it as pleasing to God without them ; but they may choose 
whether they will suflfer it or not. A rdigion cannot be 
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crammed down a nation's throat against their will; but 
idien they receive a religion, it is supposed they receive 
it as their converters give it; and upon that foot, they 
cannot justly mingle theii- own methods, that contradict 
that religion, &c. 

Page 390. ** With us the bishops act only ministerial- 
ly, and by virt|ie of the r^al commission, by which the 
prince firmly enjoins and commands them to proceed in 
choosing, confirming, and consecrating, &c. Suppose we . 
held it unlawful to do so : How can we help it ? But 
does that make it rightful, if it be not so ? Suppose the 
author lived in a heathen country, where a law would be 
made to call Christianity idolatrous ; would that be a 
topic for him to prove it so by, &c. And why do the 
clergy incur a prerounire; to frighten them? Because 
the law understandeth, that if they refuse, the chosen can- 
not be a bishop. But, if the clergy had an order to do it 
otherwise than they have prescribed, they ought and 
would incur a hundred rather. 

Page 402. " I believe the catholic church, &c." 
Here he rsdicules the Apostle's Creed. Another part of 
his scheme. By what he says in these pages, it is cer- 
tain, his design is either to run down Christianity, or set up 
popery; the latter it is more chaiitable to think, and 
from his past life, highly probable. 

Page 405. " That which gave the papists so great 
advantage was, clergymen's tailing so very inconsistent 
with themselves, &c." State the difference here between 
our separation from Rome, and the dissenters from us, 
and show the falseness of what he says. I wish he would 
tell us what he leaves for a clergyman to do, if he may 
not instruct the people in religion, and if they should not 
receive his instructions. 

Page 411. "The restraint of the press a badge of 
popery." Why is that a badge of popery ? why not rcr 
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stram the press to those irho would ixM^omid rellgioii, as 
in civil Blatters? But this toucheth himself. He would 
starve perhaps, &c. Let him get some hooester tiveli- 
!KX)d then. It is plain, all his arguments against con* 
straint, &c, favour the papists as much as dissenters; for 
both have opinions that may affect the peace of the state. 
Page 413. ''Since this discourse, «&c." And must 
we have another volume on this one mbject of indepen- 
dency ! or, is it to fright us ? I am not of Dr. Hkkes's 
mind, Q»*U venge. I pity the readers, and the cleigy 
that must answer it, be it ev^ so insipid. Reflect on this 
sarcastic conclusion, &c. 
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PREDICTIONS 

FOB 

THE YEAR 1708: 

"WHCSBIM THE MOKTH, AVD THE DAT OF THE MONTH 
ABE SET DOWN, THE PEBSONS NAMED, AND THE 
6BSAT ACTIONS AND EVENTS OF NEXT TBAB 
^ PABTieULABLY BELATED, AS THEIT 

WILL COME TO PASS. 
i 

Written io prevent thepecpU of Englandfr&m being far- 
ther hnpased en hy vuigar abnanac-makers* 

9Y m4AC BICKERSTAFF, JS9l^ 
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Dr. Sirift, w1i£b he had wrktea tkese PredietioBs, being at n'lim 
what name to prefix to them, observed a sign over a house where a 
locksmith &w^U a^d fkind the naiii6 of Bickerstaff written under it . 
which, being a naUe somewhat tmoomnioii, he cb^se to call himself 
Isaac Bickerstaff The name was afterward adopted bF Mr. Steele, 
as author of the Tattler. This humorous tract was seriously burnt 
by the hiquisition in Pottagal, as the author was assured by Sir Paul 
Methuen, then ambassador at that court. IS. 



Digitized by Google 



PREDICTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1708; 



I Have considered the gross abuse of astrology in this 
kingdom, and upon debating the matter with myself, I 
could not possibly lay the fault upon the art,^ but upon 
those gross impostoi's, who set up to be the aitists. I 
know several learned men have contended, that the 
whole is a cheat; that it is absurd and ridiculous to 
imagine the stars can have any influence at all upon 
human actions^ thoughts, or indinallonfi; and whoever 
has not bent his studies that way, may be excused for 
thinking so, when he sees in hoAV wretched a manner that 
noble art is treated by a few mean illiterate tradei-s be- 
tween us and the stare ; who import a yearly stock of 
nonsense, lies, folly, and impertinence, which they oHer 
to the world as genuine from the planets, though they 
descend from no greater a height than their own brains. 
I intend, in a short time, to publish a large and ra*- 
tional defence of this art, and therefore shall say no more 
in its justification at present, than that it has been in all 
ages defended by many learned men, and among the rest 
by Socrates himself; whom I look upon as undoubtedly 
the wisest of uninspired mortals : to which, if we add, 
that Uiose who liave condemned this art, though other- 
wise learned, having been such as either did not apply 
their studies this way, or at least did not succeed in their 
applications, their testimony will not be of much weight 
to its disadvantage, since they are liable to the common 
objection, of condemning what they did not u|]derstan((. 
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Nor^ am I at all offendie^ or^ do I thinlL it an iojiu^ 
to the art, when I see the common dealeis in it, the sto- 
dents in astrology, the philomaths, and the rest of that 
tribe, treated by wise men with the utmost scorn and con- 
tempt ; but I rather wond^ when I olw^rve gentlemen 
in the country, nch enough to serve the nation in parlit> 
ment, pcnring in Fartridge^s almanac, to find out Uie 
events of the year, at home and abroad ; not daring to 
propose a hunting match, till Gadburytorhe have fixed 
the weather. 

I will allow either oi the two I have mentioned, or any 
other of the fraternity, to be not only astrologers, but 
conjurers too, if I do not produce a hundred instances in 
all their almanacs, to convince any reasonable man, that 
they do not so much asuiiderstandcommou grammar and 
syntax ; that tliey are not able to spell any word out of 
the usual road, nor, even in their prefaces, to write com- 
mon sense, or intelligible English. Then, for their ob- 
servations and predictions, they are such as will equally 
Suit any age or country in the world, " This riionth a 
certain great pei-son will be threatened with death or 
sickness." This the newspapers will tell them ; for there 
we find at the end of the year, that no month passes 



* In the use of these disjunctive particles, writers have been ybtt 
ihaccnrate, using the negative in one part of the sentence, and the 
affirmative in the other, as in the above instance. Nor am I at all 
ofifended, .or do I think,^ &c. It should be, * nor do I think,' &c« 
The affirmative should always be followed by an affirmative, the 
negative by a' Negative. It should be either^ or ; neithery nor. S. 

f John Gadbury^ who was bred a tailor at Oxford, was enabled, by 
the instructions of Lilly, to set up the trade of almanac making and 
fortune telling for himself. His pen was employed for many years 
on nativities, almanacs, and prodigies. He was living in 1690 ; and 
was thought to be alive for many years after his decease, as his name 
continued to be fixed to an almanac similar to that which was pubr 
lished in his lifetime. '' The Black Lif^ of John Gadbury*' watt 
written by Partridge. Nv 
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irkhaut the death of some petaoa of note; and it wouk) 
be hard if it should be otherwise, when there are lA least 
two thousand persons of note in this kingdom, many of 
tl^n old, and the almanac-maker has the Uberty erf* 
dioosing the sickliest season of the year, wh^re he may 
&S. his prediction. Again, '< this month an eminent cle& 
gyman will be preferred ;" g[ which there may be many 
bimdreds, half of them with one foot in the grave. Then^ 
*^ such a planet in such a house shows great madiitta- 
tions, plots, and conspiracies, that may in time be brought 
to light :'* after which, if we hear of any discovery, the 
astrologer gets the honour; if not, his predictions still 
"stand good. An.d at last, " God preserve King William 
from sdl his open and secret enemies, Amen." When if 
the king should happen to have died, the astrologer 
plainly foretold it; oUierwise it passes but for the pious 
ejaculation of a loyal subject : though it unluckily hap- 
pened in some of their almanacs, that poor King William 
wan prayed for many months after he was dead, because 
it fell out, that he died about the beginning of the year. 

To mention no more of their impertinent predictions^ 
what have we to do with their advertisements about 
" pills and drinks for the venereal disease ?" or their mu- 
tual quarrels, in verse and prose, of whig and tory, where- 
with the stars have little to do ? 

Having long observed and lamented these, and a hun- 
dred other abuses of this art, too tedious to repeat, I re- 
solved to proceed in a new way, which I doubt not will 
be to the general satisfaction of the kingdom : I can this 
year produce but a specimen of what I design for the fu- 
ture ; having employed most part of my time, in adjust- 
iDg aud correcting the calculations I made for some years 
past, because I would offer nothing to the world, of which 
I am not as fully satisfied, as that I am now alive. For 
these two last years I have not failed in above one or two 
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pKjriieKlarS) and Uic^e of no very great moment. I ex-^ .. 
a^y f(^et9M the miscarriage at Toulon, with all itspar- 
tkularg^ and the lo8§ of Adm]i:al Shovel,* though I was 
n^taken as iq the day, placing tliat article about thirty- 
six houis sooner than it happened ; but upon reviewing 
my schema, I quickly found the cause of that error, I 
likewise foretdd the battle of Almanzaf to the very day 
apd hoiur, with the loss on both sides, and the conse- 
quences thereof. All which I i^owed to some friends 
many months before they happened ; that is, I gave them 
papers sealed up^ to open at such a time, after which they 
were at liberty to read them ; and there they found my 
predictiwis true in every article, except one or two very- 
ridaute. . 

As for the few following predictions I now offer the 
world, I forbore to publish them^tiU I had perused tlie 
several ahnanacs for the year we aie now entered upon. 
I found them «lU in the usual strain, and I beg thef reader 
will coiii|)are their manner witli mine : and here I make 
bc4d to tell the woild, that I lay the whole credit of ray 
art upon the truth of tliese predictions ; and I will be 
content, that Partridge, and the rest of his clan, may hoot 
me for a cheat and impostor, if I fail in any single parti- 
cular of moment. I believe, any man who reads this 
paper, will look upon me to be at least a person of as 
much honesty and understanding, as a common maker of 
almanacs. I do not lurk in tl^e dark ; I am not wholly 
unknown in the world; I have set my name at length to 
be a mark of infamy to mankind, if tliey shall find I de- 
ceive them. * 

In one tlung I must desire to be forgiven, that I talk 
more sparingly of home affairs: as it would be impru- 
dence to discover secrets of state, so it might be danger- 

* Sir Cloudesly Shovel's fleet was wrecked Oct. 22, 1707. . N. 
f The battle of Ahnaqza was fought April 25, 1707, JV. 
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<ws. to my perwm ; bat io sm aBer mattew, and oicb as are 

not of pHblic consequcwe, I i^aB be very free : and the 

truth of my, conjectures will as much appear from these 

as the other. As for the most signal events abroad in 

France, Flanders, Italy, and Spain, I shall make no 

scruple to predict them in plain terms : some of them are 

of importance, and I hope I shall scldcmi mistake the 

day they ynAl happen ; therefore, I think good to hilbrm 

the reader, that I shall all along make use of the old style 

observed in England, which I desfre be wffl compare 

with that of the newspapers, at the time they relate the 

actions I mention. 

I miiisl add one word mcwe : I know it has been the 
qmiion of severalleamedpecsonsi who think well enou^ 
of the true art of astrdogy, that the stars do only iucBoe, 
and not force the actions or wills of men : and therefore, 
however I may proceed by right iiiles, yet I cannot in 
prudence, so confidently assure the events will folfanr ex- 
actly as I predict them. 

I hope I have maturely considered thk objecUon, 
which in some cases4s of no little, weight. F<^ example : 
a man may, by Uie influence of an overruling planet, be 
disposed or inclined to lu^ rage, or ayarice, and yet by 
the force of reason overcome that eVil influence ; and this 
was the case of Socrates : but the great events of the 
world, usually depending upon numbers of men, it cannot 
be expected they should all unite to cross tbcar incline' 
tions, for pursuing a general design, wherein Uiey unani- 
mously agree. Besides, the influence of Hne stars reaches 
to many actioqs and events, which are not any way in 
the power of reason ; as sickness, death, and wliat we 
commonly call accidents, with many more needless to ■- 
repeat. 

But now it is time to proceed to my predictions, wliicU 
fiiave begun tocaki^ateicom the tune that4he sun entem 
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lotoAHeg. Andthisitaketobeprop^d^begliBiDg 
of the natural year. I pursue them to die time that he 
enters I&ra, or somewhat more, which i» the busy pe^ 
riod of the year. The remainder I have not yet adjust- 
ed, upon account of several impediments needless here 
to mention : besides, I must remind the reader again, 
tlMit tibis is but a specimen of what I design in succeeding 
years to treat more at large, if I may have Uberty and 
encouragement. 

My first prediction fe but a trifle, yet I wfll mention 
ity to show how ignorant those sottish pretenders to as^ 
troiogy are in their own concerns : it relates to Partridge 
tfe almanac-maker ; I have consulted die star of his Ba- 
tivity by my own rules, and find he will infeffibly die 
upon the 29th of March next, about elevenr at night, of 
a raging fever ; therefore I advise him to consider of ife 
and settle his affairs in time. 

The month of April will be observable fov the deatft 
of many great persons. On the 4th will die the Cardinal 
de Noailles, archbishop of Paria: on the 11th the young 
Prince of A^turias, »on to the Duke of Aiijou : on the 
14th a great peer of this realm will die at his countiy 
houses on the 1 9th an old dayman of great feme for learia* 
ing : and on the 23d an eminent goldsmith in Lombard ^ 
street. I could mention others, both at home and abroad, 
tf I did not consider sudi events of veiy little use or in^ 
stnictionto the reader, or to the world. 
. As to ptiMic affairs : on the 7th of this month thef& 
win be an iBsurrection in Bauphine, occasioned by ^© 
oppressions of the people, which will. not be quieted rxt 
some months. 

On the 15th will be a violent storm on the aouth-eaw 
coast of France, which will destroy many of their ship^ 
ajcidsome in the very harbour. 

^he 19th wm be Ibmcoa for the levdt of a vhol^ 
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pTOTHace or kingdcHiH excepdag cne city, by which the 
affrars c^ a certain priace in die allimce wiU take abel* 
ter fiBM^. 

May, against common coBJectures, will be do veiy 
hasy nuH^ in Europe, but very signal for the death of 
the dauphin, which will happen on the 7th, after a diovt 
it of sickness and grierous torments with the straDguf|r. 
He diet less lamented 1^ the court tlnn the kingdom* 

On the 9th a mareschal of France will break his leg 
by a fall from his horse. I haye not been Me to disco- 
ver whether he will then die or not 

Ob the llth will begin a most important siege, winch 
die ejes of all Europe will be upon : I cannot be mort 
particular : for, in relating altaks that so neatly conc^rv 
die confederates, and consequent^ this kingdom, I am 
iOTced to confine myself, for several reasons very obvious 
to the reader. 

On the Idth news will arrire of a very surprfidng 
event, than which nothing can be more unexpected. 

On the 10th three noble ladies of thb kingdom wUI» 
against all expectation, prove with child, to the great joy 
rf their husbands. 

.«On die 23d » famous buflRMin ot the playhouse wiU 
die a ridiculous death, suitable to his vocation. 

June. This month will be distinguished at home, by 
the utter dii^rnng of those ridiculous deluded enthusb- 
asts, commonly called the prophets;"^ occasiODed ddei^ 

* About iMs thne there were some fingUeh-and French Jesuits from 
Borne, sent to Great Britain and Ireland, to divide and distract the 
people with enthusiaBtic principles of religion} in opposition to th6 
established Church. These called themselves French prophets, pre- 
tended to inspiration, and deioded many peofde out of their moiM^ 
as well as reason ; but were soon detected as impostors, and obliged 
to leave the kingdom upon their being found out to be Jesuits in diir 
guise. They occasioned several publications, in and about 1706, by 
Sir Bichard Bulkdey, Dr« Woodward, John Lacy, Esq. Mr. Bebtr 
E 3 
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by seeing the tteae «eiBe, iv^eiifmtnj of A^ i»«phee^s^ 
flfankl be fiilfiHed, and Uwd indingtfaeiittelTes deceived 
by contrary events. It is iodeed to be admired, how 
say deceiver can be so weak as to foretel tUogs near at 
^nd,, wben a very few mootlis must of necessiy discb- 
rer the imposture to all the world ; in this pomt less 
{jfdtn t tlum common ahmsiae^makers, who are so ivise 
to wander in generah^ and talk dubionslj, and leave to 
the reader the bttdness of mterpxeting. 

Qn the first of this month a French General will be 
killed by a random i^iot of a cannon4>all. 

On the tth a lire wMl break out in the suburbs of 
Fans, whidi will destroy ttoove a thousand houses ; and 
seems to be die fordxiding of what will h1^)pen, ta the 
linriNrise of aU Europe, about the end of the iblkmru^ 
opoath.. 

On the loth a gieat battle will be fought, which will 
begin ^t four of the clock in the afternoon ; and last till 
nine at night with ^eat obstinacy^ but no very deciuve 
event. I fibaU not name the place, for the reasons a^^resaid, 
but the commanders on eadi left wing will be kUled. — 
I see bonfires, and hear the noise of guns for a victory^ 
' Oiithe 14ththerewHlbeafdserep<Mrt<rfthe French 
kmg's death.« 

On the 20th Cardinal Portocar^ro will die of a dy&- 
«ptery, with suspidon of poison; but the report of hU 
intention to revdt to JBlng Charies will prove Mse. 

July. The 6th of this month, a certain general wlU, 
by aglerioos action, recover the reputation he lost by 
former misfortunes. 

. On the 12th a great commander will die a prisons in 
'itat, hands of his enemies. > 

Nicholson, and otlieri.~Dr. Berkeley, afterward hisbop of Chyae^ 
tew a Jesuit at Rome, who acknowledged himself to hav<jbeen one of . 
v^eie prophtts. N* 
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Frendi jewdt, giviiig fMM^ t» a great ferei^ gfooenl ; 
aod wbeo heis put to thetertnre, he wUlsriLe w^ftder- 
M diaooiRerlet. 

In fiJiert, this will prove a HMmth of |;reat acdan, if I 
might hvre liberty to r^ate the particiilank 

At home the deadi of ao oULfauioiia seaator wiUhi^ 
pen on the lirthat hk eouiiky house, wor&oiit wilbag^ 
aoddiseates. 

But that whieh viUmake ^tm Bioatb meiiMnahle to all 
pofitentj, is the death id the f lench King, Lewis the 
Fdertfioidi, ftftera week's ncfcnett at Madi, which will 
bappen oa the 2Mi, ahtut axii^lock m the eveoiog* It 
seems to be ao-eflbct of the gout in the stomach, £Dlkiwed 
by a flnx. And la tloee days afier Monneur Cbarail* 
lard wiU follow his master, dying suddeidy of an apo* 
ptery. 

In thismonth likewise an and>a8Bad<M: will die iahoa- 
don; but I Gtmaat assign die day. 

August. TheaiSuisof France will seem to ffiffer no 
change for a while under the Duke of Bmgundy's ad* 
ministrsrion ; but the genius that animated the whole 
maddae bdaggoaie^-will be the cause of migh^ turns 
and revolutions ii^ the following year. The new kmg 
makes yet Jktie change ekher in die ai«y or die minis- 
tiy; but the libels against his grandfulher, that 4y about 
his very court, give Um uoeaMoess. 

I see an express in mighty haste, with joy and wonder 
19 his iooks^ arrinngby breakof day on the 26tb oC thb 
month, having travelled in three days a prod^ous jour- 
ney by land and sea. In the evenii^ I hear bells and 
guns, amd see th^ biasing of a thousand bonfire$. 

Ayoungadniird ef'noUe Urth does likeiwise tbis^- 
wnth gain immortal honour by. a gceat JicbkvaneDt. , 
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The ftffidre of P<4tad are this nooii estirelj settkd : 
Augustus resins his pretffiiffloas, which he had agion ta- 
ken up for some time; Stmtislaus is peaceably possessed 
of the throoe; and the King of Sweden dedaies for the' 
mnperor. 

i' cannot omit one psolicular accident here at home ; 
that near the end of this month much rakchief will be 
done at Barthokmew fair, by the faU of a booth. 

September. This month begins with a very surprisii^ 
fit of frosty weather, whidi will last near twcdve days. 

The pope having long languished last month, thesweU- 
ings in his legs breaking, and the iesh mortifyii^) will 
dfeonthe 11th instant; and in three weeks time, after a> 
nughty contest, be succeeded by a cardinal of the impe- 
rial faction, but a native of Tuscany, who is now about 
sixty-one years- old*^ 

The French army now acts wholly on the defensive^ 
strongly fortified in their trenches : and the young French 
king sends overtures for a treaty of peace by the Buke 
of Mantua ; which, because it is a matter of state, that 
concerns us here at home, I shall speak no iBtrthar of. 

I shall add but one prediction more, and that in mysr 
tkal terms, which shall be included in a verse out o£ 
YiigU: 

Alter eritjam Tephys^ el aUera qnm vehat Argo 
Ddectos heroas. 

Upon the 2bih day of this month, the fidfiUing of thts^ 
prediction will be manifest to every body. 

This is the farthest I have proceeded in my cakula^ 
tions for the pr^ebt year. I do not pretend, that these 
are all the great events which- will- happen in this peri^ 
od, but that those I have set down will infallibly come to 
pas8% It wUr perhaps still be objedted, why I have not 
spoke more particularly of affairs at home, or of the suc- 
cess of our armies alnroad, which I nught, and could veiy 
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largely have doDe ; but those ip power have wlselj dk- 
couraged men from meddlhig m public coneerns, and I 
wasr^Kitved by no means to give the least offence. This 
I win venture to say, i^at it will be a glorious cam- 
paign for the allies, wherein the English forces, both by 
sea and land, still have their full share of honour : that her 
majesty Q«een Anne wfll continue in health and pros- 
peri^ : and that no ill accident will arrive to any in the 
chief mimstry. 

As to the particular events I have mentioned, the 
reader may judge by the fulfilling of them, whether I am 
on the level with common astrologers ; who with an old 
pritry cant, and a few pothooks for planets to amuse the 
vulgar, have in my opinion, too long been suffered- to a*- 
buse the wcnrld : but an honest physician ought not to 
be despised because there are sudi things as mounte- 
banks. I hope I have some share of reputation, which £ 
would not willingly forfeit for a frolic or humour : and I 
believe no gentleman who reads this paper, will look upon 
it to be of the same cast or mould with the common scrib- 
bles, that are every day hawked about. My fortune 
has placed me above the little regard of writing for a few 
pence, which I neither value or want f therefore let not 
wise men too hastily condemn this essay, intended for a 
good design, to c^tivate and improve an ancient art,. 
long in disgrace by having fallen into mean unskilful 
bands. A little time will deterndue whether I have de- 
ceived others or myself: and I think it no very unrea- 
lonable request, that men would please to suspend their 
judgments till then. I was once of the opinion with those, 
irho despise ^ predictions from the stars, tUl the year 

* ' Which I neither vahie, or want.' Here the disjunctive negatiyfr 
neiihevy is followed by the affirmative, or ; which is improper. It 
ibould'be, * which I neither value, vwr want* S. 
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1686$ aviMi^of quality showed nie written in his album? 
tjiat the most lesoooed astroiMNiier, Captain Halley, as- 
sured Mm he would never believe any thing of the stars 
influence, if there were not a great revolution in Ei^land 
in the year 1688. Since that time I began to have other 
thoughts, and after eighteen years dili^nt study and ap- 
plicatioD, I think J have no reason to repent of my pains. 
I shall detain the reader no longer, than to let him know 
that the account I design to give of next year's 
events, ^all take in the piindpal affairs that happen in 
Europe; and if I be denied the Uberty of offering it to 
my own country, I shall appeal to th^ learned world, by 
publishing It 1^ Latin, and giving order to have itprinted 
in HpUand. 



. * Album is the name of a paper book, in whk^h it wm usual for a 
man's friends to write down a sentence witli their names, to keep 
them in his remembrance ; it ig still common in some of the foreign 
universities. H. 
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AN ANSWER 

TO 

BICKERSTAFF. 

SOJW^ BE^LECTIONS UPON MR. BICKERSTAFF's PREDIC- 
TIONS FOR THE YEAR MDCCVIII. 

BY A PERSON OF QUALITY. 



1 Have not observed, for some years past, any in-* 
^iicant paper to have made more noise, or be more 
greedily bought, than that of these Predictions. The)r 
are the iw^onder of the common people, an amusement for 
the better sort^ and a jest only to the wise : jret, among 
Aese last, I have heard some very much in doubt, whe- 
ther the author meant to deceive others, or is deceived 
himself. Whoever he was, he seems to have with great 
art adjusted his paper both to please the rabble, and to en- 
tertain persons of condition. The writer is, without 
question, a gentleman of wit and leaiiiing, although the 
piece seems hastily written in a sudden frolic, with tlie 
scornful thought of the pleasure he will have, in putting 
^is great town into a wonderment about nothing : nor do 
I doubt but he, and his friends in the secret, laugh often 
and plentifully in a corner, to reflect how many hundred 
thousand fools they have already made. And he has 
them fast for some time : for so they are likely to continue 
until his prophecies begin to fail in Uie events. Nay, it 
is a great question whether the miscarnage of the two 
or three ^xfst, will so entirely undeceive people, as to 
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faioder them from expecting tbe accomplishment of tb^ 
rest. I doubt not but some thousands of these papers 
are carefully preserved by as many persons, to confront 
with the events, and try whether the astrologer exactly 
keeps the day and hour. And these I take to be Mr. 
BickerstaflTs choicest cullies, for whose sake chiefly he 
. writ his amusement. Meanwhile he has seven weeks 
good, during which time the world is to be kept in sus- 
pense r for it is so long before the almanao-maker is to 
die, which is the first prediction: and, if that fellow 
happens to be a splenetic visionary fop, or has any faith 
in his own ait, the prophecy may punctually come to 
pass, by very natural means. As a gentleman of my 
acquaintance, who was ifl used by a merc^ in town, 
wrote him a letter in an unknown hand, to give him no- 
tice that care had been taken to convey a slow poisQja 
into his drink, wliich would infallibly kill him in a 
month f after wliich, the man b^an in earnest to languidi* 
and decay, by the mere strength of imaginati<MD, and 
would certainly have died, if care had not been tak^^ 
to undeceive him, before the jest went too far. Th^ 
like effect upon Partridge would wonderfully raise Mr. 
BickerstafT's reputation for a fortnight long^, until we 
could hear from France, whether the Cardinal dc 
Noailles were dead m* alive upon the fourth of Apri!) 
which is the second of his predictions^ 

For a piece so carelessly written, the observations 
tipon astrology are reasonable and pertinent, the remark* 
just; and as the paper is partly designed, in my opiia«B» 
for a satire upon the credulity of the vulgar, and that 
idle itch of peeping into futurities, so it is no more than 
what we all of us deserve. And, since we must be 
teased with perpetual hawkers of strange and wo&derful 
things, I am glad to see a man of sense find leisure and 
kuoumrto takeupthe trade, fm: hisownand our divec- 
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fik». To speak in the town phrase, itis abite;. he has 
Mty had his jest, and m&j be satisfied. 

I very mueh apprOTe the serious air he gives Mm- 
sdf in Ins introduction and conclusion, which has gone 
fv to give some people, of no mean rank, an q>inion 
that the author believes hhnself. He tells us, ^ He 
phw5esthe whole crefit of his art on the truth of these 
preiHcUons, and will be content to be hooted by Partric^e 
and the rest for a cheat, if he fails in any one particu- 
lar;" with several other strains of the same kind, where- 
in I perfectly believe him ; and that he is very indifferent 
whether Uaac Bkkerstaff be a mark of infamy or not. 
Bat it seems, although he has joined an odd surname, to 
no very common Chrbtian one, that in this tege town 
there is a man found to own both the names, although, I 
believe, not the paper* 

I believe it is no small mortification to this gentleman 
astrologer, as well as his bookseller, to find their piece, 
which they sent out in a tderable print and paper, imme- 
diately sensed on by three or four interloping printCTs of 
Gmb-street, the title stuffed with an abstract of the whole 
matter, tc^ether with the standard epithets of strange 
and fvenderfid^ the price Inrougbt down a full half, whiclr 
was but a penny* in its [»ime, amd bawled about by 
Imwkers of the inferior class, with tlie concluding ca- 
dence of " a halfpenny a piece." But w addii Fhae* 
ton : and, to comfort him a little, this production of mine 
will have the same fate : to-morrow will my ears be 
grated by the little boys and wenches in straw hats; and 
I must a hundred times undergo the mortification to have 
my own work offered me to sale at an under value. 
Then, which is a great deal worse, my acquaintance in 
the cofifee-house will ad& me whether I have seen the 
*^ Answer to 'Squire Bickerstaff's Predictions," and 
whether I knew the puppy that writ it ; and how to keep^ 
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a.maii^s ooiioleBa&ce ia such a juiiehire, is so emy ^^omt 
of conduct Wheu, in this ease, ywL see a man sl^ 
either in praisiDg or coodenuiing, reacfy to tnm «ff the 
disoourse to another siidbject, standing as Mttk in.the li^t 
ap he can to hide his fohi^i^, pretending to sneeze, or 
take snu$ or go ojQT as if sudden business called him ; 
then f\j him close, observe his look nsorowly, see whe- 
ther his speech be constrained or affected, then charge 
him suddenly, or whisper and smile, and you will soon 
discover whether he be ^iUy. Although this seem not 
to Uie purpose I am discouiBing on, yet I thbk it to 
he so; for I am much deceived if I do not know the 
true author of ^ickeinitaff's Predictions, and dad not 
meet with him some day^ ago in a coi&e^houBe c^ Co- 
vent Garden. 

As to the matter of the Predictions themselves, I steal! 
, i)ot enter upon the examination of them ; but think it 
very incumbent upon tha learned Mr. Partadge to take 
them into hia considopation, and lay as many errora in 
astrology as possiUe to Mr. BickerstalT's account. He 
may justly, I think, challenge the 'squire to publisb Uie 
oalculation he has made of Partridge's nativity, by the 
<Hredit of which, he.so determioately pronoimces the time 
and the manner of his d^ath ; and Mr. Bickerstaff can 
do no less, in honour, than give Mr. Partridge the same 
advantage of cakuktiug. his, by sending him an ac? 
count of the time and place of his birth, with other 
particulars necessary for such a work. By which, 
no doubt, the lei^med world will be engaged in the dis- 
pute, and take part on each side^ according as they are 
inclined. 

I should likewise advise Mr. Partridge to inquire, 
why Mr. Bickerstaff does not so much as difer at one 
prediction to be fulfilled, untU two months after the 
time of puhMing his paper. This looks a little . sus- 
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^)i«ins, d» if heirvre desiroB» to keep the ifH)rM ia pky 
as long ashedec^nMy c^ld ; elae it were hard he could 
not vObrd usone preifiction between thb and the 20th of 
March ; wMeh is not so fii^itealii^s as we have even 
from Bfe. Partrl«^ and his brethren, who give us their 
predictions (such asthef are indeed) for eveiy month in 
Aeyear. 

Tttere is one passage in Mr. BlckerstaflTs paper, that 
se^ns to bo as high a stram <^ assurance as I have any 
'where met with. It is that prediction for the month of 
June, w*fkh rdates to the French prophets here in town ; 
wh^re fie tells us, " They will utterly disperse, by see- 
ing the time come, wherein their prophecies should be 
fuM^d, and then findipg themselves deceived by con- 
trstfy events.'* Upon wMdi he adds, with great reason, 
** his wonder how any deceiver can be so weak, to fore- 
tel tilings near at hand, when a very few months must 
^Bscover tfie imposture to all the world." Thfe is spo- 
ken with a great deal x^ affiected unooncernedness, as if 
he wouM have us diink himself to be not under the least 
appt^eheiesion, that the same in two months will be his 
own case. With respect to the gentleman, I do not re- 
member to have heard 6f so refined and pleasant a piece 
of impudence ; which I hope the author will not resent 
as an uncivil word, because I am sure I enter into his 
taste, and take it as he meant it. However, he half de- 
serves a reprimand, for writing with so much scorn and 
contempt for the understandings of ^e majority. 

For the month of July, he tells us " of a general, who, 
by a glorious action, will recover the reputatioahe lost 
by former misfortunes." This is commonly understood 
to be Lord Galloway ; who if he be already dead, assome 
newspapers have it, Mr. BickerstafF has made a trip. 
But this I do not much insist on ; for it is hard if another 
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i;eQeral cannot be found under the same drGmnstanc^ 
to whom this prediction may be as^eli appl^d. 

The French king's death is very punelualfy rdated^ 
4mtitwasiuifortui»le t^iMlDe'liun'die alMm^, where 
he never goes at that season of the jesr, as I observed 
myself during three years I passed in that kingdom : and, 
discoursing some months ago with Monsieur TaUud, 
about the French court, I find that king never goes to 
Marli for any time, but shout the seascm of hunting there, 
which is not till August. So that there was an unlucky 
slip of Mr. Bickerstaff, £»* wimt of foee^n educatkn. 

He concludes with resuming his promise, id pat^iduog 
entire predicticms for next year; of whidi the odier as- 
trologers need not be in very much pain. I suppose we 
shall have them much ^bout the same time wiUi '* The 
General History of Ears." I believe we have done 
with him for ever in this kind ; and though I am no as- 
trologer, may venture to prophesy that Isaac Bid^osti^ 
fsq. is now dead, and died jui^ at the time that ins pre- 
dictions were ready for the press : that he dropped out of 
the douds about nine days ago, and, in about four hours 
after, mounted up thither agaia like a vapour ; and will, 
one day or other, perhaps, descend a second time, when 
lie has some new, agreeable, or amusing whimsey to pass 
upon the town ; wherein, it is very probable, he will suc- 
ceed as often as he is disposed to try the es|>eriment ; that 
is, as long as he can {Hreserve a thorough contempt for his 
own time, and'other people's understandings, and is resolv- 
ed not to laugh cheaper than at the expense of a milUoD 
of people) 
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anr roRD, 

jLn obedience to jour lordship^'s conunanrls, ns well as 
to satisfy 1117 ^^^ curiosity, I hare some days past in- 
. quired ccmstantty alter Partridge the almanac-maker, of 
whom it was foretold in Mr; Bii^erstaff 's Predictions, 
published about a month ago, that he should die the 29th 
instant, about eleven at n^ht, of a raging fever. I had 
some sort of knowledge of him, when I was employed in 
the revenue, because he used every year to present me 
with his almanac, as he did other gentlemen, upon the 
score of some little gratuity we gave him. I saw him 

Digitized by Google 



120 AN ACCOWira O* 

locidentally once or twice about ten days befcte be <Sei 
and obeerved he begwi v^ mwcli to droop and languiflfa; 
tbough I bear. Ids friendiB did iK)t seem to at^rekaui him 
in any dangei; Aboulitpo or ttarfe.di«^s ago he grew 
ill, was oHifined first to his diand)er, and in a fiew heart 
rfier to his bed, wtere' Br. Case^*^ and Mrs. Kirieost 
w^e sent for to vi^ and to prescribe to Mm. Upon 
this intelligence, I sent thrice every day one sorvant or 
other to inquire after hisheid^; and yesterday, about 
four in the afternoon, word was brou^ me, ^ that he 
was past hopes :" upon which I prcvatted with nq^lf to 
go and see him, partly out <tf commiseratioD, and I con- 
fess, partly out of curiosity. He knew me very wefl^ 
seemed suiplsed at my comiesGetnlQq, and mad^ me com- 
pliments upon it, as well as he couM in the condidon he 
was. The people about him said, "he had bewi^or 
; some time deliijcuff;" but when I saw him, he had his 
understanciing as well as ever I knew^ and spoke stror^ 
and heartj', without any seeming uneasiness or coDstraSnt 

* John Case was many years a noted practitioner in physic and 
■astrology. He was looked upon as the successor of Lilly and of Saf- 
fold, and possessed the magical mbeiwils of both. He erased the 
verses of his predecessor from the sif^n-post, and substituted in their 
Btead this distich, by which he is said to have got more ths^ P^f • 
den did by all his works, 

♦• Within this place 

" Lives Doctor Case.'* 
Hb published, in 169Z, one of the most iNMfoiind* ^sttdogical pieeo 
the world ever saw, called, " The Angelical Guide, showing m^ 
and women their chance in this elementary life," in four books. The 
diagrams in this work would prdbably have puzzled Euclid^ though 
ke had fitudied astrologyi FEftm,U*e mmilikMii made of lAa by S*i$» 
he appears to have been living in 1708» Whm Tutchia published 1»« 
Observators, the doctor used frequently to advertise himself at the 
end of 4aiat papen N. . 

4 Macy Kis&euH, widow «f John Kirkus, son of Dr. Thomas Kir. 
lens, a collegiate .physician of Londqn, and sworn physician- in orv- 
nary, to King Charles II. was a constant advertiser in the Observa- 
tor, and *« dealt with all persons according to their abilities." t^- 
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Afierl had told fami ""hmriany I was ioteehsnm 
im wHAmatbotf dBcasBitaDoefl," aad bM aMDc adier 
eiiilities,8rateUetotheoceanmi,Ideriredldm '^toiett 
BK 6edf and iaafsfammufy^ mliBllMr the pie<Bctioii8 Mr. 
Bidkaortaff had yafaiUiediektii^ to his death, hadaot 
iio iMch afectcd and werted^on hii fawgjuatian,** He 
cenfiBBsed, «" he had often had it in hk head, bwl never 
with mudi ap{»r^eQiiMi, tUl aboat a ibctnii^ before; 
rinee which dae it had the perpetual pooieadeB of his 
wiad and dies^ts, and he did yei% bdieve was the 
tme natoral cause of his present distemper: ibr,^ aaid 
Wt "^ I am th«M|^ penmaded, and I ibkk I ha^ 
jery good reasoas, thai Mr. Biokenlaff spoke ahoge* 
ther bf gnm, and knew no more what w91 happen this 
year than IdidmyseU:" 

I told hkn, '^ his disoamie surprised me; and I woidd^ 
be glad he w^pe in a state of h^itth to be Me to tell ma 
wfa^ reason he had to beconrim^ of Mr. Bich^ntaff's 
Ignorance." fie replied, ^ I am a poor igmvantfcUow* 
teed to a mean trade, y^ I have sense enou^ to know, 
that all {»etences of foretelling hj astrology are deceits, 
for this manifest reascm; becnise the wise and the learn- 
ed, who can only judge whether there be vxy truth in 
this science, do all ttnudaKmsly agree to lau^ at and 
despke it; and none but the poor igncnrant vulgar ^e 
it any credit, and that only iqion the word of such ^ly 
wretdies as I and my fellows, who can hardly write or 
read." I then adced him, ^ why he had not calculated 
Us own nativity, to see wheth^ it agreed with Bkkdr- 
staff 'spredictioB?" At wUch he shook his bead, and said, 
^ Ohi sir, this is no time for jestii^, but for repaiitii^ 
those fodeiies. as I (k now from the very bottom of my 

• Would, is here imprq^crly used : it,<mght to be, * and I should 
be glad/ &c. 8. 

VOIi. IV. F 
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beart"— ^ Bj what I ean gaithar from jou^" said I, 
'' the obf^rvatioDS and piredktioDsyoii piloted with your 
almanacs, were mere imposkkMis on the people.'' He 
rq^lied, "^ if it were otherwise, I should have the lets to 
answer for. We have a oommon form for aU ^lose 
things; m to f<»«tdling the weatfiar^ we nev^ meddle 
with that, but leave it to ike prii^er,<who takes it out of 
zaj old almanac, as he thinks fit ; the rest was my ova 
invention, to make my almanw; sell, havii^ a wife to 
maintain, and no other way to get my faiead; for mend- 
ing old shoes is a pom: livelihood ; and," ttldedhe^s^ 
ing, '' I wish I may not have done more misddef by my 
phydc than my astrdogy ; though I had aome good re- 
ceipts from my grandmother, and my own compoeitioiis 
were such, as I thought could at least do no hurt" 

I had some other discourse with him, which now I 
cannot call to mind ; and I fear have already tired your 
l(»dship. I shall only add one cirounstance, that on bis 
desUhbed he declared himself a noncoufon;pist, and had 
a fanaUc preacher to be his s[»ritual guide. After half 
an how's conversation, I took my leave, being almost 
stifled by the closeness of the room. I imagined he 
could dot hold out long, and therefore withdrew to a lit- 
tle coffee-house hard by, leaving a servant at the house, 
with orders to come immediately and tell me, bs near as 
he could, the minute when Partridge should exjnre, 
which was not above two hours after; when looking upon 
my watdi, I found it to be above five minutes after seven ; 
by which it is clear that Mr. Bickerstalf waa mistaken 
^ almost four houi-s in his calculation. In the other ch- 
cumstances he was exact enough. But whether he has 
not been the cause of this poor man's death, as well as 
the predictor, may be very reasonably disputed.* How- 

• The words in thw eentence are ill arranged ; it would be better 
thus—* But whether he has not been the cause, as well as the predk- 
•^or, of this poor loau^s death, may very reasonabjy be disputed.' 15. 
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^fier, it BHist be ccmfessed, the matl^r is odd enough 
whether we should endeavour to account for it bjr chance, 
fH- the eflbct of imaginatioQ : for m j own part^ though I 
helieve no in«i has less faith in these matters, yet I shall 
wait with some impatience, and not without some expee- 
lation, the fulfiliii^ of Mr. Blckerstaff 'a second predic- 
tion, that the Cardinal de ^oailles is to die upon the 
fourth of April ; and if that should be veriiled as exactly 
ss this of poor Partridge, I must own I diould be wholly 
SDiprised, and at a loss, and should infallibly expect the 
iwcompMunent of aU Uie rest. 
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^SaUIRE BICKERSTAPF 
DETECTED » 

OB, THE 

ASTROLOGICAL IMPOSTOR CONVICTED: 

BY 

JOHN PARTRIDQE, 



STVDBMT IN PHT8IC AND AgTBOLOGY.^ 



It is hard, my dear eoantrym^ of these united ns^led^ 
it is very hard, that a Briton bom, a protestant astrolo* 
ger, a man of revolution principles, an assertor of tiie 
liberty and property of the peo(de, should ay out ib 
vain for justice against a Frendiman, a pi4[»st, and an 
illiterate {nretender to science, that would \Am^ my repor 
tation, most inhumanly bury me alive, and d^raud b^ 
nadve country of those services, whic^ in my double oh 
pacity I daily (^fer the piR)lic 

What great [wovocations I have recdved, let the im- 
partial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even in ray 
own defence, I now enter the lists against Cdsehood, ig- 
ncnrance, and envy : but I am exaggerated at length, to 
dn^ out tfak Gacua from the den of obscurity where be 

^lldf piece bttiog OB tiienuiie8iit|$eet,aadtiieociginal of it very 
rftre, we have thought fit to add it, though not written by the same 
hand, in tfett DabUa edition it b said to he written by the late H. 
RowB, Esq. which is a mistake: for the.Rererend Dr. Yalduv, 
preacher of BrjdeweU, Mr. Partrtdge^s near neighbour, drew it up 
for him. H. 
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larfa» detect him bjr die 1^ of those stars he has so 
inpudaitl^ traduced, asd Aow there is BOt a monster in 
tbe skies so pemidous and malevdent to mankiiid, as 
ao i^iMMraot (M^tender to j^sSc and astndogj. I diall 
sot directly 611 cm the many gross errcMn, nor expose 
tbe notm^ms absnr^Bties irf'this ptmndtote VbeJkr, tin I 
have let the learned woAi fcirly into theccmtroyersy de- 
poi^og, and then leave the uopr^udlced to judge of 
the merits and justice of my cause. 

It was toward the condosioii of the year 1707, whea 
so impudent pamfddet crept into the world, entitled, 
^redtaUma^ 4bc. hf Isaac Bkkerskff:, Esq. Among the 
BNtny arrogant assertitms laid down hy that lying spirit 
of divination, he was pleased to pitdi on the Cardinal 
^ NoaiBes and myself among many odier oninent and 
•ihstrious persons, that were to die within the ccHopaas 
of the ensMng year; and p^nea^ploii]^ fibces the moodi, 
^9 and homr <tf our deaths: ^is, I tfabk, is spcHrtiog 
^^ great msa, and pofe^ spkits, to the scandal of reli- 
1^ and reproach of power; and if wofvenag^ princes 
*^ astrologers must make diversian fisr the vulgar— why 
^ frrewell, say I, to all govatiments, ecclesiastical 
M civil. But, I thank my better stars, I am alive to 
^EKifront thn fake and audacious predictor,, and to make 
bun rue the hour he ever affironted a man of science and 
i^Kotment. The cardinal may take what measures he 
t^cases with him ; as Ids excellency is a forever, and a 
paplBt, he has no reason to rely on me for his justifica- 
tion; I shall only assure tibe* world he is alive ; but 

^he was bred to letters, and is master of a pen, liet him 
itte it in his own defence. In the mean time I shall pre- 
^t the public with a faithful narrative of the ungenerous 
^tmeat and hard usage I have received, from the vir- 
^fejt papers, and malicious practkes, of this pretended 
'Astrologer.. 
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Jk TRUE AND IMPARTIAL A^Cc6wT OF THE PBOCEED- 
n«GS OF ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, ESO. AGAINST HE. 

The 28th of March, tinno Damk 1 708, being the night 
this sliam prophet had' so impudently 'fixed for my iasl^' 
which made little impression on myself; but I cannot 
answer fcnr my whole family ; for my wife, with concent 
more than usual,* prevailed on me to take somewhat t6. 
gweat for a cold; and, betweea the hoilis of eight and 
nine, to go to bed : the maid, as. she was wanning iny^ 
bed, with a curiodty natural to^ young wenches, runs toi 
the window, and asks of one passing the street, who tfae^^ 
bell tolled for ? Dr. Partridge, says he, the femous al- 
manac-maker, who died sudd^y this evening: the 
poor girl, provoked, told him he lied like a rascal ; the 
other very sedately replied, the sexton had so infotmed* 
him ; and if false, he was ta blame for hnponi^ mpon 9k 
stranger. She asked a second, and a third, as they pass- 
ed, and every one was in the same ton^. ISTow, I do. 
not say these are accomplices to a certaia astrc^o^cal 
'squire, and that one BickerstafT might be sauntering 
thereabout, because I will assert nothing here, but what 
I dare attest for plain matter of fact. My wife at this 
fell into a violent disorder ; and I must own I was a Kt^ 
tie discomposed at the oddness of the accident. In the 
mean time one knocks at my door; Betty runs down, 
said opening, finds a sober grave person, who modf^jr 
inquires, if this was Dr. Partridge's ? she taldng him 
for some cautious city patient, that came at thM timefoi; 
privacy, shows him into the dining-toom. As soon as I 
could compose myself, I went to him^ and was surprised 
to find my gentlemto mounted on a table ivitb a two foot 
rule in hk hand, measuring my walls, ^ taking t|ie 
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dunensions oi the room. Pray, rir, says I, not to inter- 
rupt you, have you any hunness with me ? only, sir, re- 
plies lie, order the girl to bringme a better light, for this 
is but a very dim one. Sur, says I, my name is Partridge : 

! the doct<»r's brother, belike, cries he; the staircase, 

1 believe, and th^se two apartments hung in close mourn- 
wg^ will be sufficient, and only a strip of baize round 
tte other rooms. The doctor must needs die rich, he 
bid great dealings in his way for many yeai-s; if he hatl 
no family coat, you had as good use the escutcheons of 
the company, they are as showish, and will io<* as mag- 
nificent, as if he was descended from the blood-royal. 
With that I asOTmed a greater air of authojity, and de- 
Bttnded who employed him, or how he came there ? Why, 
I was sent, sir, by the company of undertakers, says he, 
«ad they were employed by the honest gentleman, who is 
«ecutor to the good doctor departed ; and our rascally 
PWter, I believe, is fallen fast asleep with the black cloth 
«Bd sconces, or he had been here, and we might have 
been tacking up by this time. Sir, says T, pray be ad- 
^8cd by a Mend, and make the best of your speed out 
rf my doors, for I hear my wife's voice, (which by the 
^7^ is pretty distinguishable) and in that corner of the 
worn stands a good cudgel, which somebody has felt be- 
fefe now ; if that l^ht in her hands, and she know the 
w^oess you come about, without consulting the stai-s, I 
^ assure you it will be employed very much to the 
detriment of your person. Sir, cries he, bowing with 
ISf^t civility, I perceive extreme grief for the loss of the 
^^'ctor disorders you a little at present, but early in the 
^"•oniing I will wait on you with all the necessary mate- 
^^. Now I mention no BickerstaiT; nor do I say, 
»^a cmtain Btar*gazii^ 'squire has been playing my ex- 
^^»tor before his time; but I leave the world to judge. 
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md he tha^ pate tlings aod thingi fidriy together, urill 
not be onicfa wide of the mark. 

Well, ODce more I got my doors closed, and prepared 
for bed in hopes of a little repose after so ^amny ni^Bg 
adyentares; just as I was putting out my Hgfat in otdGB 
to do it, another bounces as hard as he can knock ; I 
open tlie window, and ask who is there, and what he 
wants ? I am Ned the sexton, replies he, and come t* 
know whether the doctor left any orders for a fiineral 
sermon, and where he is to be laid, and whether his 
grave is to be plain or bricked ? Why, simdi, says I, 
you know me well enough ; you know I am not dead, aod 
how dare you affiront me after this manner ? Aiackaday, 
sir, replies the ieDow, why it is in print, and the whole 
town knows you are dead; why, there is Mr. White the 
joiner is but fitting screws to your coffin, he will be here 
with it in aninstant : he wasaiiraid you would have wanted 
it bef<nre this time. Sirrah, shrrah, says I, yousfaallknow 
to-nnnrrow to your cost, that I son aMve, and aUve Hkie 
to be. Why, it is strange sir, ssdd he, you i&ould make 
such a secret of your death to us that are your nei^ibous ; 
it looks as if you had a design to defraud Hhe church of 
its dues ; and let me tell you, for one that has lived so long 
by the heavens, that it is unhandsomely done. Hist^ hist, 
says another rogue that stood by him; away, doctiHr, into 
your flannel gear as fast as you can, for here is a whole 
pack of dismals coming to you with their black e<|ai- 
page, and how indecent will it look for you to stand 
frightening folks at your window, when you should have 
been in your coffin this three hours ? In i^rt, what 
with undertakers, embalmers, joiners, sextons, and yoor 
damned elegy hawkers upon a late practitioner in physic 
and astrology, I got not one wink of sleep that n%ht, 
nor scarce a moment's rest ever smce. Wow I doubt not 
but this villanous 'squire has the impudence to asBert, 
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that these are entlrelj strangen to Mm : he, good nan, 
Inows nothing of the matter, and honest Isaac Bicfcer- 
8ta£^ I warrant 7011, is more a man of honour, than to be 
an accomplice with a pack of rascals, that walk the 
streets on nights, and disturb good people in thehrbedsf 
but he is out, if he thinks the whole world is Mind ; finr 
Acre is one John Partridge can smell a knave as far as 
Orul>street,— although he lies in the most exalted garret; 
and writes himself 'sqiure : — but I will keep my temper, 
and proceed in the narration. 

I could not stir out of docfrs for the spaee of three 
months after this, but presently one comes up to mein the 
street ; Mr. Partridge, that c<^fin you was last buried in; 
I have not yet been paid for : doctor, cries another dog, 
how do you think people can Ure by making of graves for 
nothing ? next time you die, you may even toll out the befl 
yourself for Ned. A thnrd rogue tips me by the elbow, 
and wonders, how I have the conscience to sneak abroad 
without paying my funeral expenses. liord, says one, I 
durst have swore that was honest Dr. Partridge, my M! 
firieQd ; but, poor man, he is gone. I beg your pardon, si^ 
another, you look so like my old acquaintance, that I used^ 
to consult on someprivate occasions : but, alack, he is gone 

the way of all flesh Look, look, look, cries a thirdi' 

after a competent space of staring at me, would not one* 
think our neighbour the almanac-maker was crept out ot 
his grave, to take the other peep at the stai-s in this werld,^ 
and show how much he is im[Nroved in fortiHie tefiing, by 
having taken a journey to the other ? 

Nay, the very reader of our parish, a good^ sd^, 
discreet person, has sent two or three times for me to- 
eome and be buried decedtly, or send him suflicientrea* 
sons to the contrary; or, if I have been interred in- an;- 
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other parish, to produce my certificate as the act* re^ 
quires. Mj poor wife is run almost distracted, irlthbe^ 
iag called; widow Partridge, when she knows it is fake ; 
and once a term she is cited into the court to take out 
letters of administration. But. the greatest grieyance is, 
a paltry quack, that takes up my calling just under my 
nose, and inhisfNrinted directions with "N. B^-^^^ays, he 
lives in the house of the late ingenious Mr. John Par* 
tridge, an eminent practitioner in leather, phyoc, and 
astrology. 

But to show how far the wicked spirit of envy, ma- 
lice and resentment, can hurry some men, my nameleas 
old persecutor had pro\dded^e a monument at thestone- 
4Hitter^s, and would have erected* i(^ in the parish churchy 
and t})is piece of notorious and expensive villany had 
iu:tually succeeded, if I had not used my utmost interest 
with the vestry, where it #a8 carried at last but by two 
Voices, that l am alive. That stratagem failing, out 
eom^ a long sable elegy, bedecked with hourglasses, 
mattocks, sculls, spades, and skeletons, with, an epitaph 
asconfidenly written to abuse me and, my prctfessioo, as 
if I had been under ground these twenty years* 

And after such barbarous treatment as thiis can the 
world blame me, when I ask, what is become of the free- 
dom of an Englishman ? and where is the liberty and 
property, that my old glorious friend came over to assert ? 
we have drove popei^ out of the nation, and sent slave- 
9y to foreign climes. The arts only remain, in bondage, 
when a man of science and, character shall be openly in- 
jEplted in the midst of the many useful services he is 
4^fy. paying the public, , Was it ever heard, even.io 

* The statute of 30. Car. II. for burning in woQllen requires, that 
path shall be made of the compliance wlthtUs act, and a certificate 
hereof lodged with the miniates^of tile parish withia eij^kt days after 
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TuAey or Algiers, tbat a jatate astrologer was bantered 
out of his life by an igntHcant imposter, or bawled oat of 
the world by a pack of yillanous, deep-mouthed hawk- 
ers ? though I print almanacs, and publish advertise* 
meats : though I produce certificates under the ministers 
and churchwardens' hands 1 am alive, and attest the sam« 
on oath at quarter sessions, outcomes a full and true re- 
lation of the death and interment of John Partridge f truth 
is bore down, attestations neglected, the testimony of so- 
ber persons despised, and a man is looked upon by his 
ilei^ibours as if he had been seven years dead, and is 
buried alive in the midst of his friends and acquaint- 
ance* 

Now can any man of common sense think it consistent 
with the honour of my profession, and not much beneath 
the d%nity of a philosopher, to stand bawling before his 
own door ? — alive ! alive ! ho ! the famous Dr. Partiidge t 

no counterfeit, but all alive ! as if I had the twelve 

celestial mcmsters of the zodiac to show within, or was 
£wcedfor a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar-^ 
tbolomew fairs. Therefore, if her majesty would but 
graciously be pleased to think a hardship of this nature 
worthy her royal consideration, and the next parliament, 
in their great wisdom, cast but an eye toward the deplo- 
rable case of their old philomath, that annually bestows 
bis good wishes on them, I am sure there is one Isaac 
Bickerstaff, Esq. would soon be trussed up for his bloody 
predictions, and putting good subjects in teiTor of their 
lives : and that henceforward to murder a man by way 
of prophecy^ and bury him in a printed letter, either to- 
a lord or commoner, shall as legally entitle him to the 
present possesion of Tybura^ as if he robbed on the Ingh- 
way, or cut. your throat in bed. 

I shall demonstrate to the judicious, that France and 
Eome are at the bottom of this horrid conspiracy a^nst 
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me; aod Aat ealfnrit nfcfessid k a popUi emsmrf, 
has paid his visits to St Germain's, and is now in tlie 
ineaBUres of Lewis XIV. That, in attemptiii^ my re- 
putation, there is a general massacre of learning design- 
ed in these realms : and throngb my sides there is a 
wound ghren to all die protestant almaoaiHnakers in tibe 
uniren^. Vitat Rbgiica. 
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A 
VINDICATION 

OF 

ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Esq. 

▲OAINST 

WfiAT 18 OBJSCTIO TO mU BT MR. PARTRID6I IR Blg^ 
▲UUlfAC POB TBI niB8BllT TXAB 

1709, 
BT THB BAIO^ 

ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Esa. 

Mr. PAftTBiDam has been latelypleased to treat me af- 
ter a rery roii|^ maimer, in that which k called Ids Al« 
manacfiMr the present year: such usage is very indecent 
from One gentleman ta another, and does not at all con- 
tribute to the discovery oi truth, whith ought to be the 
great end in all disputes of the learned. To call a 
man a fool and villain, an impudent fellow, only for dif- 
fering from him in a pcdnt merely speculative, is, in my 
Immble opinion, a very imf»oper style for a person of Us 
education. I appeal to the learned world, whether, in 
my last year's predictioDs, I gave hitai the least (htovo- 
cation fiNrsuch unworthy treatment. Philosophers have 
differed in all ages; but the disoreetest among them have 
lAways differed as became philosophers. Scurrility and 
pasnon, in a controversy among scholars, is just so much 
of nothii^ to the purpose, and at best a tadt confession 
of a weak cause : my concern is not so much for my own 
reputation, as that of the republic of letters, which V 
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Partridge has endeavoured to wound tbrou^ mj side^ . 
Kmen of public spirit must be superciliously treated for 
their ingenious attempts, bow will true useful knowledge 
be ever advanced ? I wish Mr. Partridge knew the 
thoughts, which foreign universities have conceived of 
his ungenerous proceedings with me ; but I am too tender 
of his reputatioa to publish them to the workL That 
spirit of envy and pride, which blasts so many rising • 
geniuses in our nation, iff yet uidmown among professors 
abroad: the necessity of justifying myself will excuse 
my vanity, when I tell the reader, that I have near a 
hundred honorary letters from several parts of Europe 
(some as far as Muscovy) in praise of my performance. 
Beside several others, which, as I have been credibly in- 
f<Nrmed, were opened in the port-office, and never sent 
. me. . It IS true, the inquisition in Portugal was pleased 
to bum my predictions,"^ and condemn the authcw and the 
readers of them : but I hope at the same time, it wHl be. 
considered, in hiow deplorabk a state learning lies at 
present in that kii^dom : and with the profoundest ven- 
eration for crowned heads, I will j^^esume ta add, that it 
a little concerned his majesty of Portugsd to interpose 
Ms authority in behidf of a scholar and a gentleman, the^ 
subject of a nation, with which he is now in so striet an 
alliance. But the other kingdoms and states of Europe 
have treated me with mcnre- candour and generosity. If 
I had leave to print the Latin letters transmitted to me 
from foreign parts, they wo|ild fill a volume, and be a full 
defence against all that Mr. Partridge, or his accomplices' 
oi the Portugal inquisition, wffl be ever able to object^ 
who, by the way, are the only enemies my predictions' 
have ever met with at home w abroad. But I hope I. 
know better what is due to the honour of a leaiiied corses-^ 

•Tbiaiffect Scep.lOD. JSC, 
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pondence, in so tender a point. Yet some oi those illiu- 
trions persoor wOl perhaps excus^ me, for transcribing a 
passage or two in my vindication.^ The most learned 
Monsieur Leibnitz thu& addresses to roe his third letter : 
^ lUustrissimo BiekersUfffw astrologice instauraiori^^^ &c* 
Monsieur Le Clerc,. quoting my predictioi^ in a treatise 
hepublii^ed last year, is [leased to say, ^ Ita nuperrimi, 
BkkersUiffiusfnagnium iUudJngUm sidusJ^ Another great 
professor,- writing of me, has these words : ^ BickerstaffiuSy 
nobiUs JngbiSi asirohgarum huyusce sacuUfadU prin^ 
upsJ*^ Signior Magliabecchi, the great duke's famous 
library keeper, spends almost his whole letter in compli*- 
ments and praises. It is true, the renowned professcur of 
astronomy at Utrecht seema to differ from me in one ar- 
ticle ; but it U afler the modest mjemner that becomes* a 
pUIosopber ; as, pace UmH tni dixerim ; and page 55, he 
seems to lay the error upon the {printer, (as indeed it 
ought) asd says, velfarsan error typographic crnn aUoquin 
Kckerstqffius vir docHssimuSy Sic. 

If Mr. Partridge had followed these examples in the 
controversy between us, he iniglit have spared me the 
trouble of justHyiog myself in so public a manner. I be- 
heye no man is readier to own his errors than I, or more 
thankiiil to those who will please to inform him of them* 
But it seemsj. this gentleman,, instead of encouraging the 
progress of his own art, is pleased to look up<m all at- 
tempts of that kind, as an invasioD. of his province. He 
has been indeed so wise as to make no objection agsdnstb 
Ae truth of my predictions, except in one single point 
relating to himself: and to demonstrate how much men 
are Winded by their own partiality, I do solemnly assure 

• Tlie quotations here ituerted are in imitation of Dr. Bentley, ih^ 
tome part of t|ie fomous controyersy between, him and, Mr., Boyl«». 
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the reftder, that he is the only person, from whom I ever 
heard that objection offered; which considerati<m alone, 
I thipk, win take off all ito wei^t 

With my utmost endeavours I have not been able to 
trace above two objections ever made against the truth^ 
of my last year's prophecies i the first wa^ of a French^ 
man^ who was pleas^ to publish to the world, ^ that the 
Cardinal de Noailles was still alive, notwithstanding the 
pretended prophecy of Monneur Biquerstaffe :" but how 
ftr a Frenchman, a papist, and an enemy, is to be believ* 
ed in his own cause, against an English pvotestant, who 
is true to the government, I shall leave to the candid and 
impartial reader. 

The other objection, is die unhappy occasion of thia 
discourse, and relates to an article & my predictions, 
which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge to ha{^Q on 
March 29, 1 708. This he is pleased to contradict abso- 
lutely in the almanac he haa published for the present 
year, and in that ui^entlemiBaily manner (pardon the ex* 
pression) as I have above related. In that work he very 
roundly asserts^ that he "is not only now alive, but was 
likewise alive upon that very 29th of March, when I 
had fcNretold he diould die.'' This is the subject of die 
fHresent controverery between us : which I design to ban- 
die with all brevity, per^icuity, and calmness. In this 
dilute, I am sensible the eyes not only of England, but 
of all Europe, will be upon us : and the learned in every 
country will, I doubt not, take part on that side, where 
they find most appearance of reason and tnith. 

Without entering into criticisms of chronology about 
the hour of his death, I shall only prove that Mr. Par*^ 
tridge is not alive. And my.first argument is this : about 
a thousand gentlemen having, bought his almanacs for 
tills year, merely to find what he said against me, at 
every line Uiey read, they would lift up their eyes, and 
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erf OBt,betwtitri^aiidlaiigiitar, ** tliej vere awre bo 
man ative ever writ tsaA damned staff as tUi." Nel- 
tbef did I ever he^r tliat opinioD disputed: so tiat Mr. 
Partridge lies wider a iMlemma, eMier ^ ^sowtdng Us 
"almanac, or afiowing Mmself to be no man alive. Se- 
coD<fl/, Deadi is defined by all pbilosoplierB^ a separ*- 
tkm of the soul and bodj. Now it is certaia^ that die 
poor woman, who has best reason to know, has gone about 
for some time to everj alley in the nei^ibourbood, tad 
fm^m to the gossips, that her husband had neidier Mt 
nor eoul in him. Therefore, if an oainfenaed careus 
walks still s^ut, and is pleased to call itself Partridge, 
Mr. Bickerstaff does not think hknsdf any wi^ aaswer- 
id^ for that Neither had the said carcass any ligfal to 
beat the yoar boy, who h^^pened to pass l^ it In the 
l;treet, crjmg, ** afull and tree accemat of Dr. P art ri d g c ^s 
death," &c. 

ThktBy, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortsoies, aad 
recover stolen goods ; which all the parii^ sajs, he must 
do by conversing with the devil, and odier evil spirits : 
and no wise man will ever aHow, he could convene per- 
sonally with either, till alter he was deftd. 

Fourdily, I will plainly prove khn to be dead, out of 
lis own almanac for this year, and from the very passage 
which he prochices to make us think him alive. He 
there says, ^he is not only now aHFe, but was also aHve 
upon dmt very 20th of March, wUch I foretold he 
diould die on :" by this, he declares his opk^n, that a 
man may be alive now, who was not alive a twelvemcmth 
ago. And indeed, diere lies the sc^istiy df his aigu- 
ment. He dares not assert he was aUve ever since that 
29di of March, but that he <* is now alive, and was so cm 
thfett day :" I grant the latter; for he did not die till night, 
as appears by th^ printed accoiffit of hk death, in a Let- 
ter to a Lord; and whether he be dnce revived, I leave 
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the world to judge. Thb indeed is p^ectcavlUiiig, and 
I am adlmiiied to dwell any longer upon it 

ftftUj, I -will appeal to Mr. Partridge himself whe- 
ther it be probabte I could have heen so indkcreet, to 
begia mj predictions wkh the only falsehood ^at ever 
was pretended to be in them ? and this in an afiair at 
home, where I had so many oppcrtunitks to be exact ; 
and mist have given aich advantages against me to a 
person of Mr. Partridge^s wit and learning, who, if he 
could posBildy have raised one single objectimi moie 
against ^k truth of my prophecies, would hardly have 
spared me. 

And hare I must tale occasion to reprove the above- 
mentioned writor of the relation of Mr. Partrklge's deaitl^ 
in a Letter to a Lord ; who was {leased to tax me with 
a odstake of four whole hours in my calculation of that 
event. I must confess, this censure pronounce %ith an 
air of certainty, in a matter that so nearly concerned me, 
«id by a grave judicious author, moved me not a little* 
But though I was at that time out of town, yet several of 
my friends, whose curiosity had led them to be exactly 
informed (for as to my own part, having na doubt at all 
in the matter, I never once thought of it) assured me, I 
computed to something under half an hour; which (I 
speak my private (pinion) is an error of no very great 
magnitude, that men should raise a clamour about it. I 
rimQ only say, it would not be amiss, if that author would 
hencefiurth be more tender of other men's reputati<m aa 
well as his own. It is well there were no mere mktakes 
of that kind ; if there had, I presume he would have told 
me of them with as little ceremony. 

There is one objectimi against Mr. Partiri^'s death, 
which I have sometones met with, though indeed very 
lightly offered* that he still continues to write almaiuies, 
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&it thia u no DMHre than what is oonimoii to all of that 
prof€sdoD: Gadfomy, Poor Robin, Dove, Wifig, and 
aereral others, do jearly pijd)lish th^ afaDaaaee, thou^ 
ser<^td of them hai^e been dead since b^nre the revdii- 
tlae.. Now the natural reason of this I take to be, that 
n^ereaa it is the privilege of authcm to live after their 
death, alnian«<>makers are alone exduded; because 
their dissertations, treating onlj upon the minutes as thqr 
pMs, become useless as those go oil In coiraideration of 
wldch, time, -whose registers they are, gives than a lease 
in reversion, to continue their works after death. 

I should not have given the public, or myself, the 
troidsle of this vindication, if my name had not been 
made use of by several persons, to whom I never lent it ; 
one of which, a few daf s ago, was pleased to father oa 
me a new set of jn^edktions. But I tl^nk these are 
thiiigB too serious to be trifled with. It grieved me to 
the heart, when I saw my labours, which had cost me sa 
much thought and watching, bawled about by the com- 
nMm hawkers oi Oruh«treet, which X only intended for 
the weighty oonMderation of the gravest persons. This 
prejudiced the worid so much at first, that several of my 
j^ieods had the assurance to ask me whether I were in 
jest? to which I only answered coldly, "that the event 
wauM show.'' But it is the tiJent of our age and nation, 
to turn things of the greatest in^rtanee into ridiculje.^ 
When the end of the year had verified all my predic- 
tions, out comes Mr. Partridge's almanac, disputing the 
point of his death ; so that I am employed, like the gene- 
ral who was forced to kill his enemies twice over, whom 
a necromancer had raised to life. If Mr. Partridge have 
practised the same experiment upon himself, and be again 
alive, long may he continue so; that does not the least 
cdo^adiet my veracity: but I tfcink I have clearly 
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pf0red» If kvflsdHe deaoiMitn^ioD, thtt be died» at 
ftttbest, whhk hiJf an hoar ctf the time 1 1(^^ and 
not km hfoan aoootr, ag the aborF^nendoned oathar, in 
fab Letter to a Lord, has malicioiJKiy sngfuested, with de- 
tail to blast my creiitt, b7€ktr|^ ne with so gross a 
nMake. 
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FAMOUS PREDICTION 

OF 

MERLIN, 

THE BRITISH WIZARD. 



WRITTEN ABOVE A THOUSAND YEARS AOO, AND 
RBLATING TO TH^ TEAR 1709. 



WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES, BT T. N. PHII«OXATH. 



id a paper of Fredictioofv 
3 Isaac Bickerstafl^ Esq. but 
idicule the art of astrology, 
Bs Ignorant, or imposten. 
r. Partridge has leamedlj 
anac for that year, 
of this famous art, I have 
rid with the following pro- 
to be of the famous Merlin, 
years ago ; and the follow- 
ed years old, for it seems to 
9e:^ry the Seventh's reign, 
of Merlin's prophecies im* 
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printed at London hj JobAu Baukyns in the jear 1530, 
page 39. I set it down word for word in the old ortho- 
fr&phy, wad shall tiJ^e leave to subjoin a few esplanatorv 
notes. 

%Mn ano Em amnfn to nine, 

asOCaOte Gnu; tnttj^ ^oeiei ne !t?o?nu 
E^ com^ fbort^, 3lct imner/stonBt, 
JF^om 'Cotime of ^ofe to fmtn lonBe, 
Sn ^ttou C|n?ft(Ui, ^SiSot tfye ^o^ 
Co J^Mutnce, ^ etier ]^ tnajedio^u 
'C^en fl^K t|)e JF^i^lieUie^U ^ Bofl^ ; 
ii^oit ^laU srin ^errpjBi ma&e up t^ loSr* 
|>on0t ^Hmnele ^11 again mitor^e ; 
3nB l^o^ti»HiB( P^^B again (^ na^t* 
Sbm &oni t|^ C^te tn^^e BlolToniB feeb, 
filpe f ^ 0^ come, ann <dl iei toelr, 
ficnmui f^ naitnce (onue in t)oniie, 
ami it 01^ he me;t^;e in ob SnfipUmne* 
Ct)en oU) Inglonlie dfiXi he no mo^, 
9lnn no man (^ he fotie there&ce* 
<&eri?on ^ hahe 4;tee l^ehejsi aspa^ne, 
CiH l^49;^tnmse maltBt!) tfjem hut ttoa^ne* 
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EXPLAITATOBT NOTES. 

4Mim asm Ven. This line describes the jear vhea 
these ev^CDts shall ha^peo. Seven and ten make seven- 
teen, which I explain seventeen hundred, and this num- 
ber added to nine, makes the year we are now in ; for it 
ffiUf^ be understood of the natural year, which begins 
Ifae first of January. 

VMiStif BiHm t(Qf|(, d^c. The river Thames frozen 
twice ia Otte*7ear,so as men to walk on it, is a very sig- 
nal accident, whidi perhaps hath not fallen out for several 
hundred years before, and is the reason why some astro- 
logers have thought that this prophecy could never be 
fulfilled, because they imagined such a thing would nevei* 
happen in our climate. 

ftom Votnte of ^bUdU, &c. This is a plain designa- 
tion of the. Duke of Marlborough: one kind of stufi* 
used to fatten land is called marie, and every body knows 
that borough is a name for a town ; and this way of ex- 
pression is after the usual dark manner of old astrologi- 
cal predictions. 

Q^lien AaS ^ ftAt, &c. By the fish, is understood 
the dauphin of France, as their kings' eldest sons are 
called: it is here said, he shall lament the loss of the 
Duke of Burgundy, called the Bosse, which is an old 
English word for humpshoulder, or crookback, as that 
duke is known to be; and the prophecy seems to mean, 
that he should be overcome or slain. By the green 
berrys, in the next Hue, is meant the young Duke of 
Berry, the dauphin's third son, who shall not have 
valour or fortime enougli to supply the loss of his eldest 
brother. 

|>onge f^Hmmlt, i:c. By Symnele is meant tlie pre- 
tended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers to attempt any 
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Aiog agaiiwi England, shall miscaRy as he did before. 
Lambert SyiBiielett the Dune of aToupgman, iM^edin 
ear histories for persoos^iiig the sim (as I remember) of 
Edward the FoinUi. 

Sto CMiav3K9lA<&<7. I eaifiMt guess who is meant 
by Norway's (nride,^ perhaps the reader may, as well m 
the sense of the two following Ihies. 

9mim iBiW <^* Beaums, or, as the won! is dmt, 
realms, is the M name for kingdoms : and this is a 
very plain predidion of our happy union, wkh the fdi- 
dties thatdiall attend it. It isadded diat Old Eagiani 
shall be no more, and yet no man shafl be aexry for U» 
And indeed, properly speaking, Ekigland is now do wamfty 
for the whole island is one kingdom under the name of 
Britain. 

€^(rf0tt 4^ ^' This prediction, thoi^ somewhat 
obscure, is wonderfully adapt. Creryon is Mod to have 
been a king <3i Spain, whom Harcules dew. It was a 
fiction of the poets, that he had three heads, which the 
author says he shall have again : that is, Spdn shaH 
have three kings; which is now wonderftiHy verified; 
for beside the king of Portugal, which prqp»er]y is part 
of Spain, there are ndw two rivals for Spain, Chartesand 
Philip : but Charles being descended from the Count of 
Hapsburgh, founder of the Austrian family, i^all soon 
make those heads but two by overturning Philip, and 
driving Mm out of Spain. 

Some of these predictions are already frdfiBed ; and 
it is highly probable the rest may be in due toe; and I 
think, I have not forced the words by my expHcatioD 
into any other sense, than what they will naturally bear. 
If this be granted, I am sure it must be also allowed, that 
the author (whoever he were) was a person of extrai^- 

* Queen Anne. H. ^ 
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\mary sagttcitj; andthat astrology brought toiii€h parfeo- 
wa as this, Is by no means an art to be despised, whatever 
tfr. Bickerstajfl^ or oth^ meny gentlemen, are pleased to 
LbiDk. As to the tradition of these lines haTing been 
writ in the cnnginal by Merlin, I confess I lay not much 
Height upon it: but it is enough to justify their authori* 
ty, that the book whence I have transcribed them, was 
printed 170 years ago, as appears by the title-page. 
For the satisfiiction of any gentleman, who may be either 
doobtfiil of the truth, or curious to be inCnrmed, I shall 
^ve order to have the very book sent to the printer of 
this paper, with directions to let any body see it tbK^ 
pleaseski because I believe it is pretty scarce. 
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PROJECT 

FOR 

The advancement of religion 

AND TUB 

REFORMATION OF MANNERS. 

O ! siqms VQlei impiat 

Codes et rdbiem ioUen dm/earn: 
Si qwtrti pater urbium 

SubscrUn Matuii, ind4tmUam audeat 
Rejircmare Uceniiam,* Hox* 3 Od. zxiv; 2^. 

BY A PERSON OP atJALITl^. 

WRITTEN IN THE TIAR 1700. 



« ** Oh ! tiiat some Patriot, Mte ^d good^ 
Would stop this impious thirst of dvU Uood, 
And joy on statues to hehold 
Ht8 name, the fother of the state, enroll'd !*^ 

FnAziavi 
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*' Wai*8 Coffee-house, April 20, 1709. This week being sacred to 
holy thing!, and no public diversions allowed, there has been taken 
noUce of even here a little Treatise, called, * A Project for the Ad- 
vaacmnent of Religion ; dedicated to tiie Countess of Bebkilst.* 
The title was so uncommon, and promised so peculiar a way of 
thinking, that every man here has read it, and as many as hate 
done so have approved it It is written with the spirit of one who 
has seen the world enough to undervalue it with good-breeding. The 
author must certainly be a man of wisdom as well as piely, and have 
spent much time in the exercise of both. The real causes of the de> 
cay of the interest of religion are set forth in a clear and lively man^ 
ner, without unseasonable passions; and the wh(^e air of the book, 
as to the language, the sentiments, and the reasonings, shows it was 
written by one whose virtue rits easy about him, and to whom vice 
is thoroughly contemptible. It was said by on^ in company, alluding 
to that knowledge of the world this author seems to have, the man 
writes much like -a gentleman, and goes to heaven with a very good 
mien.*' Tattlxb, No. 5.— H. 

** The Gentleman I here intended was dr. Swift : this kind of maa 
1 thought him at that time. We have not met of late j but I hope he 
deserves this character still.'* Steele's Apology, p. 49. N. 

**To this Prqject, which is formed with great purity of intention, 
and displayed with sprightliness and elegance, it can only be object- 
ed, that, like many projects, it is, if not generally impracticable, yet 
evidently hopeless, as it supposes more zeal, concord, and perseve- 
' nttce, than a view of mankind givet reason for expecting.'* Johnson. 
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TO TUB 

COUNTESS OF BERKELEY.^ 

JMLY intenticm of prefixing your ladyship's name) is no^^ 
after the common form, to desire your protection of the 
fdllo^ng papers ; ivliich I take to be a very unreasona^ 
Ifc request ; since by being inscribed to your ladyship, 
^Hmgh -without your knowledge, and from a concealed 
band, you cannot recommend tliem without some suspi- 
won of partiality. My real design is, I confess, the 
^ry s^me I' have often detested in most dedications $ 
that of publishing yoiu: praises to the world ; not upon 
the subject of your noble birth, for I know others as no- 
We ; or of the greatness of your fortune, for I know others 
far greater ; or of that beautiful race (the images of their 
parents) which call you mother ; for even this may per- 
haps have been equalled in some other age or country. 
Besides, none of these advantages do derive any accom- 
plishments to the owners, but serve at best only to adorn 
what they really possess. What I intend is, your piety, 
troth, good sense, and good nature, affability, and charity; 
wherein I wish your ladyship had many equals, or any 
superiors; and I wish I could say, I knew them too, for 
then your ladyship might have had a chance to escape 
this address. In the mean time, I think it highly ne- 
cessary, for the interest of virtue and religion, that the 

« Elizabeth, daughter of Baptist Noel, Viscount Campden, and 
tuter to Edward ^arl of Gainsborough. To the kindness of this 
lady, it if not unlikely that Swift was indebted for his benejce». 
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whole kiDgdom should be informed in some parts of joor 
character: for instsmce, that the easiest and politest 
conversation, joined with the truest piety, may be observ-* 
ed in your ladyship, in as great perfection, as they were 
ever seen apart, in any other persons. That by your 
[Hudence and management undier several disadvantages^ 
you have preserved the lustre of that most noble faioily, 
into which you are grafted, and whidi the unmeasurabk^ 
proCiiaion of ancestors, for many generationiB, had toe mm^ 
eclipsed. Then, how happily you perfonn every office, 
of life, to which Providence has called you : in the edu- 
cation of those two incomparable daught er, whose coo- 
ihict is so universally admired ; in every duty of a pru- 
dent, complying, affectionate wife; in that care which 
descends to the meanest of your domestics ; and lastfy, 
in that endless bounty to the poor, and discretbn where 
to distribute it. I insist on my opioion, that it is of im^ - 
portance for the public to know this and a great deal 
more of your ladyship ; yet whoever goes about to infonOt 
them diall, instead of finding credit,^ perhaps be censured 
for a flatterer. To avoid so usual a reproach, I declare * 
this to be no dedication, but merely an introducticm to a 
proposal for the advancement of religion and morals, by 
tracing, however imperfectly, some few lineaments in th^ 
character of a lady, who has spent aU her life in.tbt 
l^ractice and promotion of Ixjjh, 
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AmOI^O all the schemes <^ered (o the public io this 
firaje^iog age, I have observed, with some displeasure, 
timt there have never been any for the improvement of 
Tdlgion and morals : which, beside the piety of the de- 
sign, from the consequence of such a reformation in a fii- 
Uire Hfe, would be the best natural means for advancing 
Ae public felicity of the state, as weU as the present hap- 
pmesB of every individual. For, as much as faith and ^ 
merality are declined among us, I am ahogeth^ confi- 
doQit, they might in a short tune, and with no very great 
trouble, be raised to as high a perfection as numbers are 
capaMe of receiving. Indeed, the method is so easy and, 
obvious, and some present opportunities so good, that in 
Qcder to have this project reduced to practice, there seems 
to want^ nothing more than to put those in mind, who by 
their honour, duty, and interest, are chiefly concerned. 

But because it is idle to propose remedies, before we 
»e assured of the disease, or to be in fear, till we are con- 
vkieed otihe danger; I shall first show in general, that 
the nation is extremely corrupted in religion and mo* 
rak ; and then I will offer a short scheme for the reforraa- 
tioD of both. 

As to the first, I know it is reckoned bat a form of 
speech, when divines complain of the wickedness of the 
age : however, I believe upon a fair comparison with 
other times and countries, it would be found an undoubt* 
edtrath.. 

* ' There Beems to want nothing more,' is a bad expresnon ; better 
&U8— * nothing more seems wanting than to^* &c. S 
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For first, ta deliver nothing but plain matter <^ 
fai6i without exaggeration or satire, I suppose it will be 
granted tiiat hardly one in a hundred among our people 
of quality or gentry, appears to act by any principle ol 
i^li^on; that great numbers of them do entirely discard 
it, and are ready to own their disbelief of all revelation in 
ordinary discourse. JN'or is the case much better among 
the vulgar, especially in great towns, where the profane* 
Bess and ignorance of handicraftsmen, small tradet% 
servants, and the like, are to a degree veiy hard to be 
imagined gi-eater.* Then, it is observed abroad, that no 
race of mortals have so little sense of reli^on, as th& 
English soldiers ; to confirm which, I have been often 
told by great officers of the army, that in the whole com- 
pass of then* acquaintance, they could not recollect three 
of tlieir profession, who seemed to regard, or believe, ooe. 
syllable of the Gospel : and the same at least may be 
affirmed of the fleet. The consequences of all which 
upon the actions of men are equally manifest. Thej^t 
never go about, as in former times, to hide or palliate 
their vices, but expose them freely to view, like any; 
other common occurrences oflife, without the least re^ 
proach from the world, or themselves. For instancy 
any man will tell you he intends to be drunk this eve^ 
ing, or was so last night, with as little ceremony or scru^ 
pie, as he would tell you the time of the day. He will 
let you know he is going to a wench, or that he has got 
die venereal disease, with as much indifferency, as he 
would a piece of public news. He wDl swear, curse, or 
blaspheme, without the least passion or provocation. And 
though all regard for reputation is not quite laid as}de in 
the other sex, it is however at so low an ebb, that very 

* This is a bad arrangement ; better thai—* are to a degree i^eat^' 
er tiian can eaiUy be vnagined.* 8, 
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tew among them seem to think virtue and couduct of ab- 
solate necessity for preserving it. If this be not so, 
how comes it to pass, that Avomen of tainted reputations, 
find the same countenance and i-eceptiou in all public 
places, with those of the nicest vhtue, who pay and re- 
ceive visits from them, without any manner of scruple ? 
irhich jproceeding, as it is not very old among us, so I take 
it to be of most pernicious consequence : it looks like a 
€ort of compounding between virtue and vice, as if a wo- 
man were allowed to be vicious, provided she be not a 
profligate; as if there were a certain point, where gal- 
lantry ends, and infamy begins ; or that a bundled crimi- 
nal amours, wei*e not as pardonable as half a score. 

Beside those corruptions already mentioned, it would 
be endless to enumerate such as arise from the excess of 
play or gammg: the cheats, tlie quarrels, the oaths, and 
blasphemies, among the men ; among the women, the neg. 
lect of household affau's, the unlimited freedoms, the un- 
decent passion, and lastly, the known inlet to all lewdness, 
when after an ill run, the person must answer the defects 
of the purse, the rule on such occasions holding tine in 
play, as it does in law ; qitod non hahet in crumena^ luat 
in corpore. 

But all these are trifles in comparison, if life step into 
dther scenes, and consider the fraud and cozenage of tra» 
diog men and shop-keepers ; that insatiable gulf of in- 
justice and oppression, the law; the open traific for all. 
civil and military employments, (I wish it rested there''^) 
widiout the least regard to merit or qualifications ; the 
corrupt management of men in office ; the many det^ta- 
ble abuses in choosing those who represent the people f 
with the management of interest and factions among, the 

• Perhaps the author ioteodcd to intimate thatit extended to i^ 
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representatives : to which 1 must be bold to add, the J^ 
nprance of some of the lower clergy; the mean servile 
temper of others ; the pert pragmaticd demeanour of seve- 
ral young stagers in divinity, upon their first produciug 
themselves into the world ; with many other circumstances, 
needless, or rather invidious to mention ; which faffing 
in with the corruptions already related, have, however 
nnjustly, almost rendered the whole order contemptible. 

This is a short view ofthe general depravities amonf 
qs, without entering into particulars, which would be an 
endless labour, JN'ow, as universal and deep-rooted as 
tjiesc appear.tQ.be, I am utterly deceived, if an effectual 
remedy might not be applied to most of them; neithet 
am I at present upon a wild speculative project, but such 
a (me as may be easily put in execution.. 

For, while the prerogative of giving all employmen^^ 
continues in the crown, either immediately, or by subor* 
djination, it is in the power of the prince to make piety 
and virtue become the fashion of the age^if, at the same 
thne, he would make them necessary qualifications for 
favour and preferment*. 

B is clear from present expeiience, thact the bare ex- 
ample of the best prince will not have any mighty influ- 
CQCC, where the age is very corrupt. For, when was there 
ever a better prince on the throne than the present 
^ueen? I do not talk of her talent for government, h«f 
love of the people, or any other qualities that are purely 
regal ; but her piety, charity,. temperance, conjugal lovc^ 
and whatever other virtues do best adpm a private tfef 
wherein without question or flattery,, she has no supe* 
rior : yet neither will it be satire or peevish invective to 
affirm, that infidelity and vice are not much diminisbeA 
since her coming to the crown, nor will, in all pi-obability^ 
tlU more effectual remedies be provid^d^^ 
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Tims human natiae seems to lie wader the disadvan- 
tage, that the example alone of a vicious prince will in 
time corrupt an age; but the example of a good one, will 
not be mificientto reform it without farther endeavours. 
Princes must therefore suppty this defect by a vigorous 
exercise of that authority, which the law has left them : 
by making it every man's interest and honour, to cultivate 
religion and virtue; by rendering vice a disgrace, and 
the certain ruin to preferment or (nretensions : all whicK 
they should first attempt in their own courts and families. 
For instance, might not the queen's domestics of the mid- 
<fle and lower sort, be obliged, upon penalty of suspension 
at loss of their employments, to a constant weekly at- 
tendance at least on the service of the diurch; to a decent 
behaviour in it f to receive die saerament four times 
in the year; to avoid swearing and iireligious pro> 
&ne discourses ; and to the appearance, at least, of tem- 
perance and chastity; might not the care of all this be 
ebmmitted to the strict inspection of proper officers? 
might not those of higher rank, and nearer access to her 
majesty's parson, receive her own commands to the same 
purpose, and be countenanced, or disfavoured, according^ 
as they obey ? might not the queen lay her injunctions on 
tke bishops, and othar great men of undoubted piety, to^ 
make diligent inquiry, and give her notice, if any person 
about her should happen to be of libertuie principles or 
morals ? might not alt those, who enter upon any office 
in her majesty's femity, be obliged to take an oath paral- 
lel with that against simony, wliich is administered to the 
clergy ; it is not to be doubted, but that if these, or the 
like proceedings,, were duly observed, morality and reli* 
gioQ would soon become fashionable court virtues, and 
be taken up as the only methods to get or keep employ-- 
meats there; which alone would have mighty influence 
mgfm, many of the nohiUty and principal gentry.. 
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But, if the Hke methods were pinsued ag &r as poem- 
ble, with r^ard to those who are in the great employ- 
ments of state, it is hard to conceive how general a refor- 
mation they might in time produce among us. For, if 
piety and virtue were once reckoned qualifications ne- 
cessary to preferment, every man thus endowed, when 
put into great stations, would readily imitate the queen's 
example, in the distribution of aH offices in h» di^[)06al; 
espedally if any apparent transgression, through favour 
or partiality, would be imputed to him for a misdemean- 
oiff, by which he must certainly forfeit his i^vour and 
station : and there being such great numbers in employ- 
ment, scattered through every town and county in this 
kingdom, if all these were exemplary in the conduct of 
their lives, things would soon take a new face, and rdi- 
gion receive a mighty encouragement : nor would the 
public weal be less advanced ; since of niqe offices in ten 
that are ill executed, the defect is not in capacity or un- 
derstanding, but in common honesty. I know no em- 
ployment, for which piety disqualifies any man ; and if 
it did, I doubt the objection would not be very seasona- 
bly offered at present : because, it is perhaps too just a 
reflection, that in the disposal of places, the question 
whether a perspn be fit for what he is recommended to, is 
generally the last that is thought on or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that something parsdlel to the 
office of censors anciently in Rome, would be of mighty 
use among us, and could be easily limited from runmng 
into any exorbitances. The Romans understood Mberty 
at least as well as we, were. as jealous of it, and upon 
every occasion as bold as8ertora« Yet I do not remember 
to have read any ^eat c<^pLaint of the abuses in that of- 
fice among them ; but many admirable.efifeets of it are left 
upon record. There are several pconiicious vices frequent ^ 
^«d notpricma atnong us, that escape or elude the ponUir 
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meat of any law we have y6t invented, or have had no 
law at an against them ; such as atheism, ^^lunkemieasy 
firsHid, avarice) and several others ; which, by this imd- 
tutioD^ wisely r^ulated, might be much reformed. Sup- 
pose, for instance, that itinerary commissioners were ap-- 
pointed to inspect every where throughout the kingdom, 
into the conduct at least of men in office, with respect to ! 
their morals and religion, as well as their abilities ; to re- 
ceive the c(miplaints and informations, th^ should, be of- 
fered against them, and make their report here upon oatb. 
tolhe court or the ministry, who should reward or punish 
acccnrdingly. I avoid entering into the particular of this, 
or any other scheme, which coming from a private hand, 
m%ht be liable to many defects^ but would soon be d^est- 
ed by the wisdom of the nation : and surely, sis: thousand 
pounds a year would not be illiaid out, among as many 
commissioners duly qualifiiod, who in three diviAons> 
should'be peramally obligedto take their yearly ckcuit^ 
for that purpose. 

But this is beside my present design, which was <mly 
to show what degree of reformation is in the power of the 
queen, without the interposition of the legislature; hoA* 
which her majesty is, without question, obUged in con- 
science to endeavour by her authority as much as she 
does by her f»*actice. 

It will be easily granted, that the example of this ffeai 
town has a mi^ty influence^ over^ the whole kingdom;: 
and it is as manifest, that the town ia equally influenced' 
by the court, and the ministry, and those who by their 
employments, or their hopes, depend upoo them. ISoWy 
if under so excellent a princess as the present queeiv we 
would suppose a fflanily strictly regulated, as I have^ 
above prc^^Kised; a ministry^ where every singli^ person, 
wiaof dlstinguislied piety ; if we should suppose all great 
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ofioeB'Of state and law filled afterthe same maDQ^, ao^ 
viA aach ai were equally difigent in choosiog persons^ 
wbe^ in their seyeral sabordiBaticms, would be oUiged to 
feUow the examines of their superiors, uuder the penalty 
of loss of £Bivour and place ; will uot every body granti- 
that the empire of vice and irreli^on would be soon de«- 
stroyed in this great metvc^Kdis, and receive a terriUe 
lAom tiir^u^ die whole iidand^ wludi has so great an in* 
tercourse with it, and so much affects to fdlow its 
fadooBs? 

For, if relJ^oQ were onee understood tfi be the neces- 
sary step to fitvour and preferment, can it be imagined* 
that any man- would(q[>enly offend against it, who had the^ 
least regard Cw his reputation or hk fortune ? there k no- 
quality so contrary to any nature, which men cannot 
affidct, and pot on upon occasion,in order to serve.an iur 
t^rest; or gratify a prevailing passion. The proudest 
maa will personate bumility^the mctrosest learn to flattar, 
the lamest will be sedulous anil active,, where he is ia 
ptosuit of what he has much, at heart r. how ready there- 
fore would most men be. ta step^ into the paths of virtue 
aiuLiHety, if they infaUiUy led to favour and fortune ! 

If swearing and profaneness, scandalous and avowed 
lewdness,, exeesuv^ gaming and intemperance, were a lit- 
tle discountenanced in the array, I cannot readily see 
what ill oonsequences eouM he c^prehended. If gentle- 
men of that pcofession, wese at least oUiged to son^ ex- 
teraal decorum-ia, their conduct, or even if a profligate 
life and character were not a means of advancement, and 
the appearance of piety a most infallible hinderance, it is* 
iflnposKil^ the conruptioBs there should be so universal 
and exorbitant. I have been assured by several great 
oftcerSythatQO troops abroad are spilldisdplinedastbe^ 
£m^$ which caonot well be otherwisei wUle the coub- 
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moD sdklieTs huve perpeCnaBf b^ore tbeir eyes die 
Tidous exaiqile ot their leaden; aod it Is baidly poiii* 
ble for those to coroBdt ai^ crime, wheseof these ace not 
iBfinitely more guilty, and with less temptatioiu 

It is' commonly charged upon the geatleiiieQ of the 
army, that the beastly Tice of ^rinklDg to excess, has 
been lately, from their esample, restoied among us; 
which for some years befcNre was ahnoirt dropped In Eng- 
land. But, whoever the introducen wore, they have 
succeeded to a miracle ; many of the young nobifity and 
gen^ are already become great ^!0ficieBt8, and are un^ 
der no manner of concern to bide thenr talent, but are 
got beyond all sense of diame, or fear of re]^reach. 

This might soon, be remedied, if the queen wouki thin^L 
fit to declare, that no young p^cson of quidity wIm^kh 
ever, who was notoriously addicted te that, or any othei^ 
vice, should be capable of her favour^ <Hr even admitted 
into her presence; with positive, command to her rnxoB^ 
ters, and others in gseat office,, to treat them in the same* 
manner; after which, all men,^who had any regard ks, 
their reputation, or any prospect of preferment, would 
avoid their commerce. This would quifiUy make that 
vice so acands^lous, (bat those who coidd not subdue, 
would at least endeavour to disguise it. 

By the like methods, a stc^ might be put to that 
KUiniHu practice of deep gaming; and the reason why it 
prevails, so much, is, because a treatment, dire^y ^^99^ 
site, in every point, is made use of to promote it: by 
which means, the laws enacted a^^dnst diis abuse 9sti 
whQlly ebided. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of strict disca^ne* 
in the univovities, has been of pernicious consequence ta 
the youth of this nation, who are thare almost left ea** 
tk^y to th^ own management, especially those i 
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them of bcitter quality and fortune ? who, because they* 
are not under a^neeetiBity rf making learning their mam- 
tenance, are easily allowed lo pass their time, and take 
their degrees, with littleor no improvement; than which 
there cannot well be a greater absurdity. For, if no ad- 
vancement of knowledge can be had from those places, 
the time there iqpent is at best uttei'ly lost, because every 
ornamental part of education is better taught elsewhere ; 
and, as for keeping youths out of harm's way, I doubt, 
where so many of them are got together, at fall liberty of 
doing what they please, it will not answer the end. But» 
whatever abuses, corruptions, or deviations from statutes, 
have crept into the universities th-ough neglect, or lengtb 
ef time, they might in a great degree be reformed, by 
strict injunctions from court (upon each particular) to the 
Visiters and heads of houses; beside the peculiar authority 
the queen may have in several colleges, whereof her pre- 
decesscnrs were the founders. And among other regula- 
tihns, it would be very convenient to prevent the excess 
^ diinking; with Uiat scurvy custom among Ae lads, 
and parent ctf the former vice, the taking' of tobacco, 
where it is not absolutely necessary in point of health. 

From the univecsities, the young nobility and others of 
great fortunes, are sent for early up to town, for fear of 
contracting any airs c^ pedantry, by a college education- 
Many of the younger gentry retire to the inns of court; 
where ibey sore wholly left to thebr own discretion. And. 
die c<Hi8equenoe of thi9 remissness in education appears,! 
by obso^ving that nine in ten of those, who lise in the 
church or the court, the law, or the army, are youi^ei^ 
brothers, or new men, whose nanrow fortunes have forced, 
them upon industry «id application*^ 

As for the inns of court, unless we suppose them to- 
lie imich d^eoerated, thqr must needs be the worst in- 
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sttei^fid sennimnes iq ai^ chrutimn CMintiy; twt wb»* 
tiber they may be oonrected wi^ant iBterpontiaD <^ the 
kgifliato:^ I have not skill enouf^ to detennte6» 
However, it is certaki, that all wise natloas have agiced 
in the neoesdtj of a strict educatfon, whidi coadsted^ 
UDxxag other ^ufigs^ in tlie ohservance of moral duties 
espeeiadly justice, temperaw^ and chastity, as well m 
Ae kQ&Hriedge of arts, and bodily exerdses : but idl 
these among us are laughed out of doors. 

Without the least intention to offend tfae€lei|*y> I 
cannot but think, that through a mistaken n<rtion and 
practice, diey prevent themseives^from doing much«er« 
vice, which otherwise might lie in their power, tordl|}oft 
and virtue: I mean, by ai&ctiag so much to convene 
with^ eadi other, and caring so little to mii^ with tbe^ 
kdty. Th^ have their particular clubs, and pBtkolar 
co^Ede houses, where they generally appear in cfaisien : a 
^ngle divine dares hardly show his person among moft- 
bersof fine gentlemen ; or if he happein to fall into su^ 
«ompany» he is dlent and suspicious, in coniinua! qpp^.- 
hen^ that some pert man x»fpkasuiejboiild break an* 
munannerly jest, and render him ridiculous. If ow I 
lake this behaviour of the dergy to be just as^reasonable, 
as if the physicians should agree to spend their time in- 
minting one another, or their several apothecaries, and^ 
leave their patients to shift for themselves. In my hum^ - 
Ue (^nion, the clergy's business lies entirely among the^ 
laity; neither is there, perhaps, a more effectual way to^ 
forward the salvation of men's souls, than for spiritual 
persoDS to ms^e themselves as agreeable as they can, in 
the conversations of the worid; for which a learned edu- 
cation gives them great advantage, if they would please 
to improve and apply it. It so happens, that the men 
of [Measure, who never go to church, nor use themselves 
tt^read books of devotion, form iheir ideas of the deigj 
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from a few poor stioHen the^ (Aen observe in the 8trtet% 
w sneaking out of some penNm of quality's house, wlwre 
thejaie faired by the lady at ten sfaHMogsa nonth : while 
those of better figure and parts, do sdkl<»n appear to cor* 
leet these notions; And let some reasoners think wfaat^ 
tbej please, it is certain that men must be brou^t to- 
Citfeem. and love the clergy, before they can be persuaded 
to be in feye with religion. No maa values the beat 
medidne, if admlnisiered by a [^ysidan, whose penson 
he hales or despmes. If the clei^ were as forward to 
a^iear in all companies, as other gentlemen, and would 
a little study the arts of cottversati<»i to make themselves 
agreeaUe, they might be welcome at every party where 
diere was the least r^ard for pc^eoess or good sense; 
and. consequently prevent a thousand vicious or pro&ne 
dbcourses, as weM aa 'actions ; neiifaer woidd men of 
understanding complain, that a clergyman was a cen- 
steiBt upon the company, because they could not ^ak 
Uai^ih^ny, or obscene jests before him. While the 
people are so ^stons of tte oleics ambition, as to abhor 
att tbouriite of t h e ret u ra of e c de siast ic djsc^line amoi^ 
^ ihsmy I d6.not see any other method left for men of that 
function to take» in order to reform the world, than by 
unng all honest arts to make themselves accq[>table to^ 
the laity. This, no doubt, is part of that wisdom of the 
serpent^ which the »ithor of cbrktianity directs, and is 
the very method used by St Faul^ who became all thii^ 
to all men, to the Jews a Jew, and a Greek to the 
Greeks. 

How to remedy these inconveniences, may be a matter 
of some difficulty; since the clergy seem to be of an 
opinion, that this humour of sequestering themsdves iff 
a part of their duty ; nay, as I remember, they have 
been told so by some of their bishops in their pastoral 
letters, narticulsgrly by one among them of peat merit 
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«id cbtinctiop,^ who yet, io Us own praetiee, has aH Ur 
lifetime taken a cousne directly contrary. But I an^ 
deceived, if an awkward diaiiiij and lear of MI usage 
frmn the laity, havenot a greater share inthisBiistalna 
conduct, than their own inclinations: howeyei, if the 
oirtward profession of religicm and vktue were once in 
practice and countenance at court, as well as unong allb 
men in office, or who have any hopes or dependence for 
preferment, a good treatment of the deigy would be the 
necessary consequence of sudi a reformadon; and they^ 
would soon he wise enough to see Aeir own duty and itt- 
t^rest in qualifying themselves for lay-conversadon^ 
when once they were out of fear of being choked by: 
ribaldry or prdiuieness. 

There is one farther cbcumstance upon this occaslott, 
which I know not whether it will be very orthodox to. 
mention : the clergy are the only set of men among us, 
who constantly wear a distioet hal»t from others: the 
consequence of which (not in reason bat in fistct) is thiS|. 
that as long as any scandalous persons appear iii tiliat: 
diess, k wUl conUnue in some d^ree a gaieral-inarirof 
contempt. Whoever happens to see a scoundrel in a gown,, 
reeling home at midnight, (a sight neither unfreqiieni 
nor miraculous) is apt to entertain an ill idea of the whde 
order, and at the same time to be extremely comforted in 
his own vices. Some remedy nnght be put to this, if 
tho^e straggling gentlemen, who come up to town to sedk 
their fortunes, were fairly dismissed to the West-Indies^ 
where there is work enough, and where some bettor pro« 
vision ^ould be made for thjem, than I doubt there is at 
present. Or, what if no person were alkmed to wear the 
habit, who had not some preferment in the church, or at 
Isast some temporal fortune, suffident to keep him out (^ 

% Supposed to be IXr. Bura^t, bipbop of Saluiburf .. 9., 
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oeoteBpir thougb, in my opinion, it were infinitely- bet- 
ter. If tJt the clergy (except the bishopB) were permitted 
to appear like other men of the graver sort, unless itt 
thoae seaBonawhen they sore doing the business of their 
fbiictlon. 

There is one abuse in this town, which wonderfully 
doBtribiites to the promotion of vice ; that such men are 
often put into the commisinon of the peace, whose interest- 
it is, that virtue should be utterly banished from among 
us; wharoatetahi, <»r at least enrich themselves, by en-^ 
oauragmg the grossest Unmoralities ; to whom all the 
bswdsof the ward pay contribution, for shelter and pro- 
tection from the laws. Thus these worthy magistrates, 
instead of lessening enormities, are the occasion of just 
twice as much ddbauchery as there would be without 
them. For those infamous women arer forced upon 
doubliiig their work and industry, to answer double 
diflrges, of paying the justice, and supporting themselves. 
like Uiieves who escape the gallows, and are let out to 
steal, in ortler to discharge the jailor's fees. 

it is ndC to be questioned, but the queen and ministry 
mi^ (^oily redress this abominable grievance, by en- 
laiging the number of justices of the peace ; by endea^- 
vooring to choose men of virtuous principles; by admits 
ting none who have not considerable fortunes ; perhaps, 
by receiving into the number some of the most eminent 
clergy: then, by forcing all of them, upon severe pe- 
nalties, to act when there is occasion, and not permitting 
Miy who are oiBFered, to refuse the commissipn ; but in 
these two last cases, which ai'e very material, I doubt' 
there will be need of the legislature. 

The reformation of the stage is entirely in the power 
of the queen; »id in the consequences it has upon the 
minds of the younger people, does very well deserve the 
strictest' care. JSeside the nndeceot and pro&oe pas- 
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lages ; beside the p^^tual iuiukig iato ndfeule tbe 
yery fuoction of the priesthood, with other iir^gularitic^ 
in most modem comedies, which hare been ofteD oi> 
jected to them; it is worth observing^ the disfacHwilive 
justice of the authors, which is constantly applied to the 
puoisbmentof virta^ and the reward, of vice; d]Eeeti]r 
iqpposite to the rules of their best critics, as well as.lo thr 
practice of dramatic poets, in all other agas aiidcfliii»- 
tries. For example, a country sqwe, wIm. is rqire- 
•ented with no other vice but that c€ bemg a doKo, said 
having the provincial accent upon his toi:^;ne, wbieh Is 
neither a fault, nor in his power to remedy, must be «od> 
demned to marry a cast wendi or a cracked diambctf^ 
maid. On the othmr side, a rakebell of th^ town, wKinie 
chariLcter is set off with no other accomplidimeDt, but 
excesrive prodigality, pro&neness, intemperaneey and 
lust, is rewarded with a lady of great jGNrtune to lepair 
his own, which his vices had almost ruined* And as in 
t tragedy, the hero is represented to have obtaiaedinaay 
victories in order to raise his character in the minds of 
the spectators ; so the hero of a comedy b rc(>i«aeattd 
to have been victorious in all his intrigues for the same 
reason. I do not remember, that our Fqglish poistsever 
suffered a crimmal amour to succeed iq^n the stage,. tiM 
the reign of Kiog Charles the Second. Ever since th^ 
time, the alderman is made a cuckold, the dekidfd ^obgin 
is debauched, and adultery and fornicatioD.mc^ supposed 
to be committed behind the scenes, as part of the action* 
These and many more corruptioos of the theatre, pecifc> 
liar to our age and tmtion, need continue no longar, thafi 
vl^ the court is content to connive at or nq;lect them. 

* * It is^worth observing,' &c. — This arrangement pcrplexei the 
<RMe, and is ungrammatical ; it js easil7 amended thus—* the distri- 
^tive juftice tif the autbars^ worth obferviog, which is c«DstaDt]7/ 
fcc. 8. 
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Buiely a pennoD would not be 81 employed onsome ineb 
frf'wit, learning, and virtue, who might have power tb 
^rike out everjr tensive or unbecoming passage, imft 
playaalreadj written, as well as those that may be oifer* 
led to the stage for the future. By which, and other>i6e 
T^^lations, die theatre might become a very innocent and 
-Qteftd diversion, instead of being a scandal and re- 
{HToaeh to our religion and country* 

The (Hroposals I have lutherto made for thfe ftdvance- 
meDt of i«l%ion and morality, are such as come witUn 
reach of the administration; such as a pious active 
prince, with a steady resolution, might soon bring to ef- 
fect ICeitfaer am I aware of any objections to be raised 
■gainst what I have advanced : unless it should be 
thought, that making religion a necessary step to intet- 
€si and favomr might increase hypocrisy among us : and 
I reaiMly tdieve it would. But if one in twenty should 
•be.biought over to true piety by this, or the like me- 
thods, and the other nineteen be only hypocrites, the ad- 
Tantage would still be great. Besides, hypocrisy is 
onieh more eligible than open infidelity and vice ; it 
wears the livery of reli^on ; it acknowledges her autho- 
riiy, and is cautious of giving scandal. Kay, a long 
continued disguise is too great a constraint upon human 
nature, especially an English disposition: men would 
feave off their vices out of mere weariness, rather than 
undergo the toil and hazard, and pa^aps the expense, <tf 
practisiDg them perpetually in private. And I believe it 
Is dien with religion, as it is with love; which, ^ 
iBUch dissembling, at last grows real. 
. All other projects to this great end have proved M- 
therto ineffectuaL Laws against immorality have not 
been executed, and proclamations occasionally issued 
out to enforce them are wholly unregarded, as things of 
form. Religious societies, though begun with excellent 
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int^itkii, and fa7penoos of trae piety, are said, I koow 
not whether truly or not, to hare dwindled mto ft^tkNiB 
tMm^ and grown atrade to enrich little knavish inform- 
cis of the meanest rank, such as common constid^es, and 
knken shopkeepers. 

And ^at some efifectual attempt should be made 
toward such a reformation, is parfaaps more neceasary 
than people c^Hnmonly ap|»ehend; because the ruin of 
astate is genially preceded by a unirersal degenenu^ 
of manuers, and contempt of religion; i^ieh is entirety 
surcase at present. 

Diis te ndnaremy qudgmsy imperas.* 

Hon. 3 Od. vL 5. 

Keitherls tUs a matter to be deferred till amcNrecon* 
▼enienttiQie oS peace and leisure; because a reftnrmation 
la men's felth and nK»ra]s, n the best natural, as well as 
teHpous n^ans, to bring the war to a good conclusion* 
^) if men in trust performed their duty fw consdenee 
«te, aflyra would not suffer through fraud, falsdiood, and 
Kf^ect, as they now perpetually do. And if they be* 
Kevea God, and his proTidence, and acted according^', 
^ mi^t reasonably hqpe for his divine aasiatance, iu 
i(^ just a cause as ours* 

Korcould the msjesty of the ^iglish crown appear, 
ttpenai^oocafllon,in a greater his^ eith^to f<«e]gnaPB 
or sidigects, than by an administration, which producing 
*u& great eflfects, would discover so much powar. And 
power being the natural appetite of princes, a limited 
iBouarch cannot so well gratify it in anything, as a strict 
QLecation nS the laws. 



• " That you the Power Divine obey, 
Boondlea on earth extends your sway.** Frimcis> 
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BtMnA, aH partiei^ wmdd be fU^^ to.^ese wUh ii 
faod aworkastiMSifordidbroiriixeput^kn: neither ii 
^y expedient move likely to tmile Aem. Fordiemoflt 
TioleDt party mea I haveev^ obs^rred, aresoch, «&ki 
tbe conduct of tbeir liyes bave discov^ered lca»t aesse of 
religiesormoralitj; and wIieB:all8iicb«felaidaade,iit 
least tboae among tbein^ aasballbe found incMiig^^^ 
nill.be a matter perbapatrf no great dtfkult^ toracofr- 
CBe th^ ffstfi^ 

The many eonuptiona at present in ef«iy biaadi af 
business are almost inconceivable, I bave faeaid it 
computed by skilful persons, that of six milli<ms raised 
every year for die service of the piddle, one tlurd, at 
least, is sunk and intercepted through the several classes 
end subordinations of artful men in office, before the je- 
tttaindfar is aj^lied to tbe proper U8e& This is anaeci- 
dental ill effect of our freedom. And -while such bcb 
are in trust, ¥dio have no check from iritl&i, nor ai^ 
views but toward their interest, diere is nonth^'feooa 
against them, but the certaii^ of beiog banged upoa 
^ fust discovery, by the arbitrary will of an untfmited 
monarch, or his vizier. Amxoig us, the ^y danger to 
be apprehended is, the loss of an employment; and Aat 
danger is to be eluded a thousand ways. Besides, when 
fraud is great, it furnishes weapons to defend itself: and 
at worst, if the crimes be so flagrant, tliat a man kkid 
andeoutof perfect lAame, (which rarely happens) he r^ 
tires loaded with tbe spcnb of thenaUon; et JruitMr dUi 
imUs, I could name a commisaon, where several per* 
aons, outof a sabiy of five hundred pounds, without 
•ther visible revenues, have always lived at ike rate of 

^ * It should be at least ' those* among them * who* shaU be ibani 
lacorrigible j or, * such* among them * as* shall be found, Ac j ♦ wbi** 
being the propet relative to * thoie' and * ag,' to * lucb.' S. 
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two tbousand and laidoiit forty or filfy thousand upon 
pnrcliafles of lai^ or aoBuities. A Imndred other in- 
stenees of the same kiod might eadly be produced. 
What remedy therefore can be found agahit such griev- 
aoces, in a constitution Glie ours, imt to bring religion 
mto countenance, and encourage those, vfao from the 
h^ of future rcfward, and dread of future punisbment, 
witt be mbvedto act vith justice and ii^egrity ? 

This is not to be accomplished any other way, than 
bf introducing religion, asmudi as possible, to be the turn 
andfii^on of the age; which only lies in the power of 
the administration ; the prince widi utmost strictness re- 
gulating the court, the ministry, and other persons in 
great employment ; and these, by their example and au- 
thority, reforming all who have dependence on them. 

It is certain, that a reformation successfiilly carried • 
OB in this great town, would in time spread itself over 
the whole kingdom ; since most of the considerable youth 
psfis here that season of their lives, wherein the strongest ~ 
impressions are made, in otdsac to improve their educa- 
te or advance their fortune; and those among them, 
who retui-n into their several counties, are sure to be 
follewed and imitated, as the greatest patterns of wit 
ftod good breeding. 

And if things were once hi this train, that is, if virtue 
aod rdigion were established as the necessaiy titles to 
reputation and {»:efennent; and if vice and infidelity 
were not only loaden with infamy, but made the infalli- 
ble ruin of all men's pretensions ; our duty, by becoming 
(Hit interest, would take root in our njitures, and mix 
with the very genius of our people; so that it would not 
be easy for the example of one wicked pi-ince, to bring 
mback to our former corruptions. 
' I have confined myself (as it is before observed) to 
Oiose methods for the advancement of piety, whkh are 

VOL. IV. H 
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iottv^ power of a pckioe, Ifaaited fik€ om^lifarslikt 
faE ec tt t ion of the laiVB already ia foiteb And tlut is 
eooui^ for a pnyect, that canes witbout an^ nane or 
recommeodatioa; I doubt, a gceat deal more, tbaa i^ 
eaddeoly be reduced into pi^aetice. Though if aoy 4k- 
position should appear toward so good a work, it is cer- 
tain, that the aaustance of the legislatiye power woaU 
be necessaij to make it wore coiaplete. I wiUinstaoce 
onlj aiew particulars. 

In order to reform the vices of this town, whid^ u 
we have said, has so mightj an influence on the whole 
kingdom, it would be very instnunental to have a law 
made, that all taverns and ak-hauses should be M\g^ , 
to dismiss their coa^any by twdve at night, and fbut 
up their doors; and that no woman should be suffiered 
(0 enter any tavern or ale-house, upon any pr^teace 
whatsoever. It is easy to conceive, what a. number of 
m consequences such a law would prevent,* the mn- 
chiefe of quarrels, a^d lewdness, and thefts, and midnight 
brawls, the diseases of intemperance and veneiy, and a 
thousand other evils needless to mention. IS^or would it 
be amiss, if the masters of tliose public. houses were 
obliged, upon the severest penalties, to give only a pro- 
portioned quantity of drink to every company; ^nd 
when he found his guests disordered with excess, to re- 
fuse them any more. 

I believe there is haidly a nation in Christendow, 
where all kind of fraud is practised in so unroeasursblc 
a degree as with us. The lawyer, the tradesman, the 
mechanic, have found so many arts to deceive in their 
several callings, that they far outgrow the common pni- 
dence of mai^kind, which is in no sort able to fence 
against tliem. Keitlier could tlie legislature in ^J 
thing more consult the public good, tlian by pit)vidiDg 
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i^iae efiectojd r^DV^dj ag«iii8t tyt^^^ 
j6afle% deaenret gieater punl^iiDeiit, tkan msaj crises 
that are cfl^ital mnoog ui. The Tuiteery who by oiz- 
i^gr pcnsoD with hk wioaa, deatroyi mtfre Uvea tinm any 
oie diseaae ia Uie bW of nMortali^ ; the lawy^, who 
^emi94eB you to a puicbase, which he knows is mssrtgtt- 
jtd fw more than the worth, to the ruin of you and 
your family ; the gcddsmitk or scrivener, who takes all 
yma iortune to dispose of, when he has beforehand' re- 
served to break the £rih>wingdi^, do surely deserve Hm 
gallows, much better than the wretch who is cnrried 
dnther for stealing a horse. 

It cannot easily be answered to €od or man, why a 
law is not made for Hmking the pMSs; at kast so far as 
to prevent the publishiag of such pernicious books, as 
under pretence of fireethinkinf endeavour to overthrow 
those tenets in religion, which have been held inviolal:^ 
l^hoost in all ages, by every aect that pretend to be cfaris- 
tian; and cannot, therefore, with ai^ colour of reason, be 
called points in contonover^, or matters of speculalion, as 
tome would pretend. The doctrine of the Trinity, the 
divimty^of Christ, the immortality d the soul, and even 
the truth of all revdation, are daily exploded and de- 
nied in bodb openly printed ; though it is to be sup- 
posed, neither party will avow such princ^les, or own 
the supporting of them to be any way necessary to thdr 
fiervke. 

It would be endless to s^ down every corruption or 
defect, which requires a remedy from the legislative 
P<nrer. , Senates we likely to bavculittle regard for any 
F^qposals, that come from without doors | though, under 
^ due sense of my own inabilities, I am ftdly convinced 
th&t the unbiassed thoughts of an honest and wise man, 
employed on the good of his country, may be better di- 
fS^s^ than the results of a multitude, where faction and 
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lo l er ot ioo often prevnU^ » a siogle-guide may direct 
tlM yfvy lietter tl^ui five hundred, w^ havje coutraiy 
▼ie VB, or look asquktt, or shut their eyes. 

I fihall therefore mention bat one more particular, 
which i Uiink the paiUameot ought to take under ccNosi- 
denitiooi irhetheritbeuotashametoourcouotcj, anda 
acandal to Christianity, that in mai^ towns, where there 
k a prodigious increase in the number of houses and in- 
habitants, 80 little care should be taken kit the building 
of churches, that five partain six of the people are e^so- 
lutdy hindered from hearing divine service ? particular^ 
hero in London,* where a single minister, with one or 
two Boory curates, has the care sometimes of above twenty 
thousand souls incumbent on him; a neglect of religion 
so ignoraimous, in my opinion, that it can hardly be 
equalled in any civUiaed age orcountiy. 

But, to leave these «aiy imaginations of introducii^ 
new laws for the amendment of mankind ; what I prioci- 
paUy msiston, is a due execution of the old, which lies 
wholly hi the crown, jemd in the authority thence do- 
rived : I return ther^ore to my former assertion, that if 
stations of power, Inst, profit, and honour, were con- 
stantly made the rewards of virtue and piety, such an 
administration must i^eds have a mighty influence x>n the 
faith and morals of the whole kingdom; and men joi 
great abilities would then endeavour to excel in the du- 
ties of a religious life, in order to qualify tfaemsdves Ux 
puMic service. I may posnbly be wrong in some of the 
means I prescribe toward this end ; but that is no mate- 
rial objection against the design itself. Let those who 
are at the helm contrive it better, which perhaps ^ey 

* This paragraph is known to have given the first hint to certaio 
l^elates, particularly to Bishop Atterbuiy, in the Earl of Oxford's 
ministry, to procure a fund for building fifty new churches io Lon- 
don. H. 
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mftj eanty do. Every body will agree, that the AietBe 
is mamiest, as irell as dangerous; that some femedy i» 
necessary, and that none yet appllad has been effectual; 
which is a sufficient excuse for any roan, who widies well 
to his country, to offer his thoughts, when he can have bo 
other end m view but the publk good. The present 
queen is a princess of as many wid great virtues as ever 
fiHed a throne : how would it brighten her diaracter to* 
the present and after ages, if she would ex^ her utmost 
authority, to instil some share of those virtues into her 
people, which they are too degenerate to learn only iirom 
bcr'cxample !* and, be it spoke with all the veneration 
pofisibie for so excellent a sovereign, her best eadeavown 
in this weighrty affair are a most iii^)ortant part of her 
duty, as well as of her interest, and her honour. 

But it mast be confessed, that a* thii^ are now, ev«y 
man thinks he has laid in a sufficient stock of merit, and 
may pretend to any employment, provided be has been 
Umd and frequent in decladng hnnsdf hearty for the go- 
▼ermnent It is true, he is a manof pleasure, and a fire^ 

• li it not itraoige that to elegant a writer as the author of the 
"Obaervations on Lord Orrery *s Remarks,'' should exemplify the 
correctness of Swift's style from as mkicky a passage as he could 
have selected ? It it this : " How would it brighten her charactcrto 
the present and after ages if she (the qneen) would exert her utmost 
authority, to instil some share of those virtues into her people, which 
they are too degenerate to learn only from her example !" Witih 
which sentence Dr. Delany is so enamoured, that ** whoever," he 
says, addressing himself to Lord Orrery, shaU attempt to contract, 
«r make it clearer, or more correct, will quickly subscribe to your 
judgment of " Swift.** Tp Lord Orrery's judgment I will rfea^y 
subscribe; and yet will pretend to make this passage clearer, by re- 
■Hiving the word ojilt to the end of it. As it stands now, it is ambi- 
guous, and at first view you might think it signifies unless, wisr ; to» 
degmtraU to Uam imUisJrom her example; only then the conclusion 
of the sentence would contradict the beginning of it. Read then 
^^h they are too def^enerate to Uamfrom her example only. W. Bf 
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tMaker; that is, in other vords, be is profligate in his 
morals, and a despis^r of religion; but in point of partyv 
he is one to be confided in ; he is an asserter of liberty 
and property ; he rattles it out against popery and arM- 
(rary power, and priestcraft and high churdi. It J? 
enough : he is a person fiiHy qualified for any employ- 
ment, in the court or the navy, the law or the reirenue; 
yhere he will be sure to leave no arts untried, of bribery, 
fraud, injustice, oppression, that he can practise with any 
hope of impunity. No wonder such men are true to a 
government, whei-e liberty runs high, whei-e property, 
however attained, is so well secured, and where the ad- 
ministration is at least so gentle : it is impossible they 
could choose any other constitution, without changing to 
their loss. 

Fidelity to a present establishment is indeed the priD^ 
cipal means to defend it from a foreign enemy, but with* 
out other qualifications will not prevent corruptions from 
widiin ; and states are more often ruined by these Aan 
the other. 

To conclude : whether the pi'oposals I have offered 
toward a reformation be such as are most prudent and 
convenient, may probably- be a question ; but it is none 
at all, whether some reformation be absolutely necessaiy ; 
because the nature of things is such, that if abuses be oot 
remedied, they will cortdnly increase, nor ever stop, till 
A^y end in the subversion of a commonwealth. As there 
must always of necessity be some corruptions, so, in s 
w^I-instituted state, the executive power will be always 
contending against them by reducing things (as Machia^ 
vel speaks) to their first principles ; never letting abuses 
grow inveterate, or multiply so far, that It will be hard to 
find remedies, and perhaps impossible to apply them. 
As he, that would keep his house in repair^ must attend 
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emj little Ixreadi or flaw, and supply it immfcHatriyy 
efae time akioe will bring all to ndo; how nuicfa more 
the comiBOQ acddents of storms and rain? he must live 
in perpetual danger of ida house fidliiig about his ears; 
aed will find kcheiqper to throw it ^te down, and bofld 
it again fixHn die ground, perhaps upon a new ibonda^ 
tion, or at le^st in a new form, which may neither be so 
safe, nor so conve^nt as the old. 
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OP BIS XXCELLEKCT * 

THOMAS EABL OP WHARTON, 

LOKD LIEUTENANT OP IRELAND. 

^ITH AN ACCOUNT f»P SOJUX 8XALLER FACTS DURh^6r 

HI8 GOTBRNMENT, WHICH WILL HOT BE PUT n«R> 

THE ARTICLES OF IMPSACUMSNT. 

First printed in 1710, 
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Ill a ecmfidential letter to Stella, dated, Nov. 25, 1710, Dr. Swift' 
saySf ^ Here is a damned UbeUous pamphlet come out against Lord 
Wharton, giving the character first, and then telling some of his 
actions : the character is ver7 well, but the fiu^ indifferent It 
has be«D «ent ]^4aKns to ser^ral gcstleaKn*s lodginffSy ««d I had 
one or two of them ; but nobody knows the author or printer.** 
This is a proof how cautious the Dean was in acknowledging his po- 
litieal productions, even to his nearfest friends. In a wbee^iieatlet- 
ter, dated Dec. 23; he adds, ^ The character is here reckoned admi- 
rable ', but most of the fkcts are trifles, h was first printed private^, 
here ; and then some-bold cur ventured to do it public^, and sold 
two thousand in two days f who tiie author Is, must remain unc^tahi. 
Do you pretend to know, hnpudence ! how dsrst yoa Ihink so !'* See 
Archbis£iop King^s remarks on this character, in a letter to Dr. Swift, 
dated Jan. 9^ 1710. it would be do unprofitable employment to com- 
pare this character of the ear!, with the deservedly celebrated ^ 
lineatioD of P<9e. N. 
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SHORt CHARACTER 

OF 

THOMAS EARL OF WHARTOIT, 



London^ August 30, 1710. 

The kiQgdsm of Irdaod being governed by deputa- 
fioii feon hence, its annals, rince the Ei^HiAi establirii- 
meiit, are luoally digested under the heads of the several 
gs^amm: but the affiiks and events of that island, for 
some yean past, have been dthei^ so insigoificant, tvr so 
annexed to those of England, that they have not furnish- 
ed .matter of Jny great importance to history. The 
share c^ htmonr, which gei^asen from thence have, had 
by their conduct and employments in the army, turns all 
to the artidse of this kingdom; the rest, which rdates to 
pd^es, or the artof gorermnent, is&conslderaMe to the 
iast degree, however it may be represented at court by 
those who preside there, and would value themsdves 
vipoo every step they make toward finishing the slavery 
of tlmt people,, as if it were gaining a m%hty point to ^e 
advasti^ of England. 

GeneraUy speaking, the times whidi affind most plen- 
ty, matter for sttncy, are those wherein a man would 
least choose to live; sudi as, the various events and rt- 
wlkitiom (tf war, the intrigues of aniined faction^ or the 
violence of a prevailing one : and lastly, the axtntrary 
uniawiul acts of oppressing governors. In the war, Txe- 
kmi has no shave but in subordination to us ; the same 
BB^ be said of tbeNr Mictions, which at present ate bat 
H 3 
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imperfect tranflcripts of oius: but, tbe €ikd m^ject fimr 
hktoiy, which is arUtrfuy power and ompreMiOD, as ki» 
that by wfakh &e people <k Ireland have, for soraetimey. 
been distinguished from all her majesty's sBJbjects^ so, be* 
ing now at its gr^rtest h^ht under "his exceBeocy 
Thomas Earl of Wharton ; a diort account of his govenK 
ment may be df jsome use or enterlaatoaent to tiie 
present age, though I hope it will be inoredible to the 
next. 

And because the relatbn I am going to make may be 
judged rather a history of his excellency, than of his 
gorernment, I must here declare &at I have not die least 
view to his person in any part of it. I hav^e had the 
honour of rauth conversation with his lordship, and am 

* thoroughly convinced hoir indiifexent he is to appltoae, 
and how insensik^ of reproach r which is nol an huaiour 
put on to serve* a turn, or keep a countenance, nor ari»>^ 
ing from the consciousness of innocence, or any grao" 
deur of mind, but the mere miaflfected bent of ins na- 
ture. 

He is widiout the sense of shame, oar gbry, as some 
men are wEhout the sense of smellkigf and therefeie, a 
good4iame to him, b no more than a precious ointment 
would be to these. Whoever; for the sake of otton^. 
were to describe the natiure of a serpent; a wol^ a enh 

"codile, or a fox, mast be understood to d»^ i^ wMout 
any personal love or hatred for the anaaak tfaemsehroB. 
hi the same manner, his excellency is one whom f 
neither personally love nor hate, i see him at court, at 
his own house, and somedmes at nune, for I haveilie 
honour of His visits; and when these papers are poUie, 
it is odds, but he will tell me, as he once did upoD a tito 
occasion, " that he is damnably mauled ;^' and then, widi 
the eanest transition in the world, ask about the weath^* 

\W timfi of the day : so that I entor OQ the wcnk with J 
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dbeerfUbesg, becsue I am one neMifr %^ maku lite 
aagiy, oar ttiywsylmrl IdBrqmtatkmf apHcfaolhtp- 
.jMMW aadseoimtylQ wliif^lib czcdlen^ lnsairif«d» 
aad iHddHio philoBO{rfier before faim cooM reaeh. 

I iatend to execnte tliiiperfonnaiioeybyifstl^vioga 
dmraeler of ^ mstdkixf^ and Ihen relatfaig sone hc^ 
imhagbis govefon^]^ iii belaad^ wUdi wffi aeire to 
coi^ibniiiU 

I know Terj well that nea'a characters are best learn- 
ed from Aeir attSons; bat theae being confined to hbr 
admtnifltiation ia that kiogdom, his charaeter mi^, per* 
bapsi ti^e in aoraethii^ more, winch the fimowness of 
the time, or the scene, has not ^y en him opportuaity ta 
exeit. 

ntofMM Earl {^Wharkm, ford lieutenant of ireknd^ 
by tbe fiaroc^of a wondeiiul constitution, has some yeaia 
past his grand diouu^eric, without any vif^e effects of 
old s^ dther on his body or bis mind; andin i^iite at 
ai^ofBtimi^l prostiti^ioo to those vices^ which usually 
wear out both. His behayiour is in all the forms of a 
young m^o at fire-and-twenty^ Whether he walks or 
whiles, or swears, or talks bawdy, or calls names^ he 
acqpiits M^iself in each beyond a templar of three years 
4m4i^' Withtbesame grace, and in the same style, he 
wiU ratde his coachman in the midst of the street, where 
bo ia governs of the kingdom; and all this is without 
Q^maa^etiee,. because it ia in his diaracter, and what eve» 
ry M^ ciqpects. Heaeems to be but an ill dissen^ler, 
and aaiU Uar, although they are the two talents he most 
practises, and moat vahies himsdf upon. The ends he 
bui gabled by fying, appear to be more owing to the 
fra^nency, than the art of ^m ; his lies being some- 
.tees deH»ted in aahour,ofteaina day, and always ia 
a week. S^^Ib them freely in mixed companies, al> 
IbNi^ hendwa faaU of those that hear him to be hia^ 
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nebttlief leave faim. HesweMni tdk&mfy he hve^ 
jttdwflltenre 3riii; and four bade is ao flaoner t«Ried, 
hat he t^s those about Mm, fan am a 4o§ afida fSBesL 
He foes oanstaotfy to ytrsftn^ in tiie ferns <tf Usplace, 
aai wfll talk bawd^aad bl asp h e m y at tho clmftiL^m. 
He is a presbjieiiaii in poiitkB, and an «didst teisM- 
gioa; but he chooses at present to whore with a pa|dit 
In his commeice widi maidchid his genend lule is, to eo- 
deaTonrtoimpeittoiitheiriiiiderBlaiidli^ fernhiBhiie 
Irasbutone rece^ a cosipodtion of lies md«adn; sad 
thishe c^pBes kidifferaiitij to afrodioyer of Inty M- 
Msg^ anda pchry canasdlar; by which the easjraodtile 
honest are <^n eidier deceived or asnused, and<^r 
way he gakishb pnnt HowiH opeofy take awaj your 
enidoyneat toniay, because you are b<^ of his part]^; 
to4iienrawhe witiaseetor sendfiaryou, astf ootMi^lt 
all had jmned^Iay his hands widi umh mmmsmm 
your diaidders, «idwi^ the greatest ease and fainffidf- 
ty, tett you, Oiat Uie IftCtion are driving at soraefhieg in 
the houses that you must be sure to attend, soidiospesk 
to aM your friends to be there, sJthOi^ he knows at die 
same thiie,^t you and your fiends are againsthitoia 
the very peiat he mentions : and hvwever absurd, ri^lea- 
lous, and gross this may appear, he has often ibundit 
HMcessful : some men haviog sueh ao awiwtfd bariifiil- 
-oesB, they know not liow to refese CD a sudden; andiefe- 
ry BNtn having something to fear, whhii ofiftn^hfe^to 
themfiomdrivuig thii^ to extremes with pemons tt 
power, whatever pBovoca^onathey may have recdvei 
He has simk his ^artoneby ^ideavourh^ toiuin'ODe 
klBgd(«i,^ and has raised it by gomg i^bi dieruia of 
anothenf Widi jt fsod ntttoral undefstamttng, a gitH 
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in i^eidyffg, Aod n» III taste of wk, Ik ift g«i«ral- 
I7 the wotst compankm io the world; his Ihoiights bekig 
nlniiy tidken up between vke aadpoJitiGB,«o that bawd^ 
pcfiBOiaMM, andbuaineis, fiti up his whole coavenatioa. 
To gnUfy luiwi^iQ Uie two tot, he nuJLes uaeof suit- 
able fsFoor^fiB, whose uAeaato leadb do higher than to 
^QteitaBi him with all the lewdness thatpasaea in town. 
Aslbr bosiaess, he is said to be very dexterous -at 4haA 
part of it which turns upon intrigue ; and he seans to 
have trantrfeired those tai^ats of his jouth for intriguing 
wM women into pid>iic s^bm. For, as some vainyouag 
liellowa to^nake^ » giJlai^ appear of conseipence, wiH 
dMose to venture their necks by cSmbii^ up a wa& or 
window at inidnighl to a eonunon wend^ where they^ 
might as freely have gen^ in at the door, and at ooair 
day ; so his exeeBen^, eMier to ke^ himBelf in prac- 
tice, or advance the faaie of his polkks, aBffecIs &e mm$ 
-abacure, troid^leaome, and wincUng pa^ even in the 
mrt comiBon aflSurs, those which would be brought aboii^ 
asiv^inUieiNrdinary^wniSy or would follow of course 
whediar he intervened or not. 

lie bears the gaUantriesof bis lady wkh the iacMfer^ 
eoce of a stoic, and thinks them well fecompeased, by a 
tetum of iMIdren to support his family, without the fa- 
^jgaesof being a fiftther. 

He has three predominant passions, which you wifl 
seldim find united in the same laan, as arising from dif- 
ferent di^ositioas of mind, and naturally ^warting e^A 
other: theaeare love of power, love of money, and kve 
«f pleasure; they ride him sometimes by turns, some- 
.times all togeUier. Since he weat into Ireland, he seems 
moBt dispo^ to the second, uid hasmet with great sut- 
jum; having gained by his go^^emmaoit, of under two 
i^eais, five-aod4»rty thousand pounds by the most fa^- 
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roaatMe computaitlom lialf intlie regolur way, and half 
in the prudenliaL 

He iras never yet known to refitse, or keep a proiafai^' 
as I remember he tdd a lady, but with ao esccepUon to 
the proBMse he thenniade (which was to get her a pea» 
sion :) yet he broke even that, and, I confers, deoeii^ed ua 
both. But here I desire to distinguish between a pr^ 
Buse and a bargain ; for he will be sure to keep thelattai^ 
when he has the feirest offer. 

Thua much for his exedleney's character: I shall 
now proceed to his actions, onfy duriqg^the tioie he waa 
gOYemor of Ireland, whidi were transmitted to me by as 
^amioent peysou in bunness there^ who bad all oppcnrtnni- 
ties of being tyell informed, and whose en^ployment did 
not lie at his excellency's mercy. 

This intelUgeoce being made ixp of several £BM^tsiIlde^ 
pendent of eadi other; I shadl hardly be able to seli^ 
them in due order of time, my coixespondent omitting 
that circumstance, and transmitting them to me as thej 
came into his meraoiy ; so that the gentlemen, of thai 
kingdom now in town, I hope, will piurdon me any slips I 
shall make in that or any other kind, whii^I ke^ ex-^ 
actly to the truthb. , , 

TlM>mas Proby, Esq. chimigeon general of Ireland, a 
person universally esteemed, and whom I have former* 
ly seen here, had built a country house, half a mile firom^ 
Dublin, acyoining to the park. In a comer of the purkf. 
just under his house, he was much annoyed with a dog- 
kennel which belonged to the govemmeot; upon which 
he applied to Thomas Earl of Pembroke, then lord lieu** 
tenanf, and to the eoimnisuoners of the revenue, for a 
lease of about five acres of that pact of the park. IDs ^ 
petitipn was referred to the lord treasurer h^ and sent, 
back for a report which was in his favour, and the bar- 
gain so hard,^ that the lord treasurer struck off some parl^ 
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of die reat He Ind a lease f^ranted Mm, for which he 
was to build another keonel, provide ice jearlj for the 
gOfftKtameniy and paj a certain rent : the land might be 
worth about thirty diillings an acre. . His excellency^ 
soon after his anrival in Ireland, was told of this lease, 
and by his absolute authority, commanded Mr. Froby to 
surrender up the land; which he was forced to do, after 
ill the expense he had been at, or else must have ex- 
pected to loose his employment ; at the same time he is 
under an obligation to pay his rent, and I think he doe» 
it to diis day. There are several drcumstances in this 
story which I have foigot, having not been sent to me 
with the rest; but I had it from a gentleman of that 
kingdom, who some time ago was here. 

Upon his excellency's being declared lord lieutenant,^ 
diere came over, to make his court, one Dr. Lloyd, fel- 
low of Trinity college, Dublin, noted in that kii^d<»B for 
being the only clergyman that declared for taking off 
tke aacramental test, as he did openly in their convocar 
tlD«» of iHiich he was a member. The merit of this, and 
woe oth^ principles suitable to it, recommended by 
Tom Brodeilck, so far injgratiated him with his excel- 
lency, that being provided of a pr(^r chaplain already* 
he to^ him however into a great degree of favour : the 
doctor attended his excellency to Ireland ; and obsarving 
a cast wench in the fiamily to be in much confidence with 
my iady, he thought, by addressing there, to have a 
^KRrt open passage to preferment. He met with great 
success in his amour; and walking one day with his mis- 
tress after my lord and lady in the Castle-garden, my 
lady said to his excellency, '^ What do you think? we 
are going to lose poor Foydy," a name of fondness they 
usually gave her. ^ How do you mean ?" said my loid, 
Why the doctor behind us is resolved to take her from 
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US.*' « Is he by G— ? Why then (G— d d— inn me) 
he shali have the first bishopric that fafls.*** 

The doctor, thus encouraged, grew a most violet 
lover, returned vith his excdtency for England, and 
soon after the bishopric of Cork Iklling void, to show he 
meant fair, he married his damsel publicly here in Ldnr 
don, and his excellency as honourably engaged his crcdR 
to get him the bishopric; but the matter was reckoned 
so infamous, that both the archbkhops here, especially 
his grace of York, interposed with the queen, to hindet 
so great a scandal to die church ; and Dr. Brown, pro* 
vost of Dublin college, being then in town, her majesty 
was pleased to nominate him ; so that Dr. Lloyd was 
forced to sit down with a moderate deanery in the north- 
ern parts of that kingdom, and die additional comfort d 
a sweet lady, who brought this her first husband no other 
pordon dian a couple of oHve branches for his tables 
fliough she herself hardly knows by what hand they 
were planted. 

The qu^cn reserves aft the great employments of Ir«- 
hffld to be given by herse!f, though often by -die recwtf- 
mendation of die ehi^ governor, according to his credit 
at court. The provostship of Dublin college is of thfe 
Dumber, which was now vacant, upon the promotion <rf 
Dr. Brown. Dr. Benjamin Pratt, a fellow of that col- 
lege, and chaplain to the house of commons of that king- 
dom, as weU as domestic chaplain to the Duke of 0^ 
mond, was at that time here, in attendance upon the 
duke. He is a gentleman of good bhth and fortune in . 
Ireland, and lived here in a very decent figure : he is a 
person of wit atid leamidg, has travelled and conversed 

• ft WM tOB^entl^ reported, as a conceit of his excellency, that, 
talking apon tb^ mluect, he once said, with great pleasure, that he 
hoped to make his whore a hishop. Original NqH, 
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la the best eompany, and was very much esteemed 
among us here when I had the pleasute of his acquaint- 
ance : but he had the original sin of being a reputed tory, 
and a dependent on the Buke of Ormond ; however, h^ 
had many friends among &e bishops, and other nobility, 
to recommend him to the tpieen. At the same time 
there was another fellow of that college, one Dr. Hall, 
who had the advantage of Pratt in point of senicnity. 
This gentleman had very little introduced himself into 
the world, but Rved retired, though otherwise said to be 
an exceEent person, and very deserving for his learning 
and sense. He had beeti recommended from Ireland by 
several persons J and his excellency, who had never be-"^ 
fore seen or thought of him, after having tried to injure 
the college by recommending persons from this side, at 
last set up HaH, with all imaginable zeal, against Pratti 
I tell this story the more ckcumstantially, because it is 
tffirmed by his excellency's friends, that he never made 
more use of his court skiH than at this time, to hinder Ik*. 
Fratt from the provostship ; not oidy from the personal 
hatred he had to the man, on account of his patron and 
principles, but that he might return to Ireland with some 
ytde opinion of Ms credit at cotirt, which had mightily 
suffered by many disappointments, especially the last, of 
his chaplain Dr. Lloyd. It would be incredible to re- 
late the many artifices he used to Uiis end, of which the 
doctor had daily intelligence, and would ftiirly tell his 
excellency sp at his levees ; who sometimes could not 
conceal his surprise, and then would promise, with half a 
dozen oaths, never to concern himself one way or other; 
these were broke eveiy day, and eveiy day detected. 
One morning, after some expostulation between the doc- 
tor and his excellency, and a few additional oaths that he 
would never oppose him more : his excellency went im- 
mediately to the Bishop of Ely, and prevailed on him to. 
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go to the queen from Mni, and let her majegtj kiiov^ that 
lie never could consent, as long as he lived, that Dr. 
Pratt should be provost; vhich the bishop barely com- 
plied vilh, and delivered his message, though at the same 
time he did the doctor all the good cd&ceR he could. The 
next daj the doctor was again with his excellency, and 
gave him thanks for so open a proceeding; the alTair was 
now past dissembling, and his excellency owned he dii 
not oppose him directly, but confessed he did it collate^ 
ally. The doctor, a little warmed, said, ^Na, my knx^ 
you mean directly you did not, but indirectly you did.** 
I'he conclusion was, that the queea named Uie doctor is 
the place : and as a farther mortification, ^ist upon tht 
day of his excellency's departure for Irdand. 

But here I must desire the reader's pardon, if I caiF 
not digest the following facts in so good a manner as I 
intended : because it is thou|^t expedient, for some rea- 
sons, that the world should* be hiformed of hb exceHeik» 
cy's merits as soon as posuble. I will diardbre only 
transcribe the several passages as they were sent me fioa 
Dublin, without either coirecting the style, or add^ any 
remarks of my own. As they are, they may serve fa^ 
hints to any pei^son who may hereafter have a mind to 
write memoirs of his excellency's life. 



Digitized by Google 



THOMAS EARL OF 1W«ART0N. 180 



4 RELATION OF SEVERAL FACTS, EXACTLT AS TRET 
IVERB TRANSMITTED TO MS FROM IRELAND ABOUT 
THREE MONTHS AGO, AND AT SEVERAL TIMES, FROM 
A PERSON OF aVALITT, AND IN EMPLOYBIENT THERlU 

THE Earl of Rochfwt^s lament of dragoons was 
mbarked for her majesty's s^rke abroad, ot the 27th 
of August, 1 709, aad left their horses behind them, which 
▼ere sabehted in order to. mount another regiment to fill 
op their room ; as the hcnrses of LieutenRnt General Har- 
nj*B r^iineat had formerly mounted a regiment raised 
tud fltill commanded by the Duke of Ormond ; on which 
^xxanoQ the dnke had her mRJesty's order only, for as 
much money as would supply the charge of the horses, 
®1 the regiment was raised, which was soon after, and 
4^0 it was put on the establishment as other regiments. 
But that which was to supply the Earl of Rochfort's, had 
JWt a commiaeion granted till the 29th of April, 1710,^ 
«Bd all the pay from the 27th of August to that time 
(being above 5700^) was taken under pretence of keep- 
ing the horses, buying new ones in the room of such as 
should be wanting or unserviceable, and for providmg 
accoutrements for the men and horses. As for the last 
use, those are always provided out of the funds. for pro- 
viding clothing, and the Duke of Ormond did so : as for 
horses wanting, they are very few, and the captains have 
orders to provide them another way; and the keeping 
the horses did not amount to 700Z. by the accounts laid 
before the committee of parliament: so there was at 
least 5000Z. charged to the nation, more than the actual 
charge could amount to. 
■ Mrs. Lloyd, at first coming over, expected the benefit 
I sf the box-money ; and accordingly talked of selling it for 
^Ut 200^ but at last was told she must expect but part 
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of it, and that the grocNUs <^ the chamber, aad otte 
ienrauta, would deierve a coodderatioii for their attend- 
ance. Accordingly, his excellency had it broi^ht to him 
every night, and to make it worth his receiving, m^ lady 
g^ve great encouragement to play ; so that, by a mode- 
rate computation, it. amounted to lOOOL of which asmaD 
^are was given to the grooms of the chamber, and the 
rest made a perquisite to his excellency : for Mrs. Lk^d 
having a husband, and a bishopiic promised ber^ tbe 
other pretensions were cut off. 

He met lieutenant General Langston in the court of 
requests, and presented a gentleman to him, saying) 
^ This is a particular Mend of mine ; he tells me he is a 
lieutenant in your raiment ; I nuist desure jou will take 
the first opportunity to give him a troop, and you will 
oblige me mightily." The lieutenant general answered 
" He had served very well, and had very good jaeten- 
sions to a troop^ and that he would give Mm the first 
that fell" With this the gentleman was mighty well 
satisfied, returned thanks, and withdrew. Upon which 
his excellency said immediately, ** I was forced to ^eak 
for him, as a great many of his inends have votes at 
elections ; but d — ^n him, he is a rogue, ther^ore take no 
care for him." 

He brought one May to the Duke of Ormond, and 
recommended him as a very honest gentleman, and de- 
sired liis grace would provide for him ; which his grace 
promised him. So May withdrew. As soon as he if as 
gone, his lordship immediately said to the duke : '^ That 
fellow is the greatest ixigue in Christendom." 

Colonel Coward having received pay for some time in 
two or three regiments, as captain, but never done any 
other service to the crown than eating and drinking i« 
the expedition to Cadiz under the Duke of Ormond* 
finduig he had not pretensions enough to rise, after be 
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Jud aol^the last empJoymeDt be bad, iqiptied to h» e^c- 
ceUencj, who represented bim in sucb a light, that he got 
aboTe OOOZ. as an arrear of halfpay, wMch be had no 
title to, aud a peoskin of. 10s. a daj ; but he reckoned 
this as much too little for bis waotsi as every bodj else 
did too much for his pretensioos^ gave ia a second peti- 
tioQ to the queen for a farther addiiion of 10^. a day; 
which being referred to bis excellency, he gave him a 
favourable report, by means whereof it is hoped, hk 
mmt TviU be still farther rewarded. 

He turned out the poor gatekeeper of Chapelizod gate, 
though he and his wife were each above sixty years 
old, without assigning any cause, and they are now 
starving. 

A^ for the business of the arsenal, it was the product 
x>f chanpe, and never so much as thought of by the per- 
Mm who of late have given so nmny good reasons for 
the building of it, till, upon inquiring into the . funds, 
they were found to hold out so well, that there was a ne- 
cessity of dcsti-oyiqg sixty or seventy thousand pounds, 
jPlber^ise his excellency, for that time, could hardly 
have had tlie credit of taxing the l^ingdonu Upon this 
occadon, many projects were proposed, all which at last 
|ave way to the proposal of a worthy pei-son, who had 
often peisuaded the nation to do itself a gieat deal of 
harm, by attempting to do itself a little good ; which 
was, that forty thousand arms should be provided for the 
militia, and ammunition in proportion, to be kept in four 
arsenals to be built for that puipose.: this was according- 
ly put into th^ heads of a blH, and then this woithy pa- 
triot, with his usual sincerity, declared he would not con- 
sent to the giving of money for any other use : as every 
body thought by the words he spoke, though afterward 
he sliowed them that this meaning was not to be known 
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hy Ae vulgar acceptation of urords; for he not ooly 
gave lu8 consent to the bill, but used all the art and in- 
dustry he was master ofc to have it pass; though thfe 
money was applied in it to the building of one arsenal 
only, and ammunition and other stwes proportionable, 
without one word of the militia. So the arsenal w«i 
conceived and Afterward formed in a proper manner ; 
but when it came to be brought forth, his excellency took 
it out (^ die hands that had formed it, as far as he could, 
and contrary to all precedents, put it out of the care <rf 
the ordnance board, who were properly to have takett 
care of the receipt and payment of the money withoat 
any farther charge to the public, and appointed hia se- 
cond secretary, Mr. Denton, to be paymaster, whose sa- 
lary was a charge of above five hundred pounds in the 
whole : dien, thinking this was too small a charge to put 
the public to for notlung, he made an establishment f€f 
that work, consisting of one superintendant at three 
pounds per week, eight overseers at seven poutids four 
shillings a week, tind sixteen assistants at seven pounds 
four shillings a week, making in all seventeen pounds 
ei^it shillings a week : and these were, for the greater 
part, persons who had no knowledge of such buriness; 
and their honesty was equal to theur knowledge, as it has 
since appeared by the notorious cheats and neglects that 
have been made out against them; insomuch that the 
work they have overseen, which, with their salaries, has 
cost near three thousand pounds, might have been done 
for less than eighteen hundred pounds, if it had been 
agreed for by the yard, which is the usual method, and 
was 80 proposed in the estimate : and thi^ is all a ce^ 
tainty, because all that has been done, is only removing 
earth, which has been exactly computed by the yard, 
and might have been so agreed for. 
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?hil^ Savage, Esq. as chancellor of the exchequer, 
itoanded fees of the commissioQerB of the revenue for 
ttaliog writs in the queen's business, and showed them 
lor it some sort of precedents; but they, not being well 
satisfied with them, wrote to Mr. South, one of the commis- 
nouers (then in Londcm,) to inquire the practice there. 
He sent them word upon inquiry, that fees were paid 
ttere upon the like cases ; so they adjudged it for him, 
a&d constantly paid him fees. If, therefore, there was a 
fiuilt, it must lie at their door, for he never offered to 
stop the business; yet his excellency knew so well how 
to choose an attorney and solicitor general, that when die 
case was referred to them, they gave it against the chan- 
ceOor, and said he had forfeited his place by it, and ought 
to refund die money, (being about two hundred pounds 
per annum ;J but never found any fault in the commis- 
doners, who adjudged the case for him, and might have 
refbaed him the money if they had thought fit 

Captain Hobert Fitzgerald, father to the present Earl 
of Kildare, had a grant from King Charles the Second, 
of the office of comptroller of the musters, during the 
lives of Captain Chambre Brabazon, now Earl of Meath, 
and George Fitzgerald, elder brother to the present Earl 
of Kildare; which the said Robert Fitzgerald enjoyed 
with a salary of three hundred pounds per annum; and 
after his death, his son Geprge enjoyed it ; till my Lord 
Galway did, by threats, compel him to surrender the 
said patent for a pension of two hundred pounds per 
ommm ; which he enjoyed during his life. Some time 
ago the present Earl of Kildare, as heir to his father and 
brother, looked upon himself to be injured by the sur- 
render of the said patent, which should have come to 
him, the Earl of Meath being still living: therefore, in 
order to right himself, did petition her majesty; whidi 
petition, as usual, was referred to the Earl of Wharton, 
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.then lopd lieutenant, ivlio being at that time in London, 
riBferred it according to the common method on such oc- 
casions, to the lord chancellor and Lieut. Gen. Ingoldsby, 
the then lords justices of this kingdom; who, for their in- 
formation, ordered the attorney general to inquire whe- 
ther the Earl of Kildare had my legal title to the said pa- 
tent, which he, in a full report, said he had : and they refer- 
red it to the deputy vice ti-easurer to inquire into the na- 
ture of the ofHce, and to.give them his opinion, whether 
he thought it was useful or necessary for her majesty's ser- 
vice. He gave in his report, and said he thought it both 
useful and necessary ; and, with more honesty than wit, 
gave flie following reasons : first, that the muster master 
general computed the pay of the wliole military list, 
which is above 200;000Z. per annum ; so liaving no check 
cto him, might commit mistakes, to the great prejudice of 
the crown : and, secondly, because he had himself found 
out devetal of those mistakes, which a comptioller might 
prevent. The lords justices approved of these reasons^ 
and so sent over their report to my lord lieutenant, that 
they thought the ofEce useful and necessary : but Colcmel 

P ^r, the must^ master general, dien being in London, 

and having given my lordpieiiteuant one thousand pounds 
for his consent to euycfy that office, after he had got her 
majesty's orders for a patent, thought a check upon his 
office would be a troublesom espy upon him ; solie plead- 
ed the. merit of his thousand pounds, and desired in 
consideration thereoT that his excellency trould free him 
from an office that would put it out of his power to 
wrong the crown ; and to strengthen his pretensions, put 
my lady in mind of what money he had lost to her at 
play ; who immediately, out of a gratefiil sense of bene- 
fits received, railed as much against the lords justices' re- 
port, as ever she had done against the tories; and toy 
lord lieutenant, prompted by the same virtue, made his 



Digitized by Google 



TfiOMAS EARL Ot WHARTON r&^ 

report, that there needed do comptroller to that of- 
fice, because he comptrolled it hih^If ; Trhkh (now bar- 
ing given his word ftff it) he will, beyond all doubt, eflfec- 
tuallj for the future : aHhough snfice, it has been plainly 
made appear, that for Want of some contrd on that office, 
her majesty has been ^n\)nged of many hundred poiuds 
by the roguery of a clerk, and that during the tiftie of 
his excellency's government ; of which there has b6en 
but a small part rehmded, and the rest has ncrt been in- 
quired after, lest it ^ould make it plainly ap()ear that a 
comptroller in that office is absohitely necessary. 

His excelleiicy being desiirdus, for a private reiison, to 
provide for the wortliless son of a wortliless father, who 
had lately sold his company, and of course all pretension 
to preferment in the army, took this opportunity : a cap- 
tain in the oldest regiment in the kingdom, being Worn 
olit with service, de^ed leftve to ^ell, which Was^ granted 
him ; and accordingly^ for a consideration agreed upon, 
he gave a resignation of his company to a person ap- 
pi-oved of by the comnifiaider 6f the regiment, who at the 
same time applied to his e:^celleiicy for Ifeave for another 
captain of his regiment, who is an engideer in lier ma- 
jesty's service in Spain, and absent by her majesty's li- 
cense : Ills excellency, hearing that, said they *m%ht give 
him a company in Spain, for he would dispose of his 
here; and so, notwithstanding a^ the commanders of the 
regiment could ulge, \e gave the company, which was 
regularly surrendered, to his worthy ffev'ourite'; aiid the 
other company, which was a disputable title, to the gcn- 
t^m^ who had paid his money for that which wais sur- 
rendered. 

Talking one morning, as Tie was dressing (at least a 
^ozen people present) of die debates in council about the 
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aflbir of Trim, he said the Loid Chief Justice Dolben,^ 
had laid down as law a thing for which a man ought to 
have his gown stripped of^ and' be whipped at the cart's 
a — e ; and, in less than a quarter of an hour, repeated the 
expression again : yet, some days after, sent Dr. Lambertf 
to assure his lordship he said no such thing. Some time 
after, while he was in England, he used his utmost efforts 
with the queen to turn him out, but could not : so when he 
came once again, he took an opportunity (when the 
judges were to wait on him) to say to them, particularly 
to Lord Chief Justice Delben, that perhaps some officious 
persons would spread stories that he had endeavoured to 
do some of them a prejudice in England, which he as^ 
suredthem he never had; but, on the contrary, would 
always, without distinction, show his regard according to 
merit; which the Lord Chief Justice Broderick was 
pleased to approve of, by saying, " t|iat was very 
honourable, that was very gracious ;" though he knew 
the contrary himself. * 

In England he bid Mr. Deering assure all his friends 
and acquaintance here, that they and every body with- 
out distinction, might depend on his favour, as they be> 
haved themselves ; with which Mi*. Deering was much 
pleased, and wrote over to his friends accordingly; andi 
as soon as hb back was turned, he jeeringly said, '^ D — n 
me, how easily he is bit !" 

When the Duke of Ormoud was in the government, he 
gave to Mr. Anderson Saunders the government of Wick- 
iow castle, which has no salary, but a perquisite of some 
land, worth about 12Z. fer anmtm^ which Mr. Saunders 
gave to the freeschool of the town ; but his excellency, 
not liking either the person or the use, without any cere- 

* Sir William Dolben, Bart lord chief justice of the common pleas, 
1714—1720. N. 
+ His principal chaplain. N. 
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monies, or reason given, superseded him, by giving ki 
commission for it to Jennings the horsecourser, who lies 
under several odious and scandalous reflections, particu- 
larly of very nan-owly escaping the gallows for coinii^. 
Some time after his excellency's landing the second 
time, he sent for Mr. Saunders among others, desiring 
t^eir good offices in the ensuing session, and that Mr. 
Saunders would not take amiss his giving that place to 
Jennings, for he assured him he did not know it belonged 
to him; which is highly probable, because men of his 
Imowledge usually give away things, without inquiring 
hoAv they are in their disposal. Mr. Saundei-s answered, 
** He was very glad to find what was done was not out of 
any particular displeasure to him ; because Mr. Whit- 
alied had said at Wicklow (by way of apology for what 
his excellency had done) that it was occasioned by Mr* 
Saunders's having it ; and seeing his excellency had no 
ill intention agaiost him, was glad he could tell his excel- 
lency it was not legally given away (for he had a cusUh 
Mam for the land out of the court of exchequer) so h^ 
excellency's commission to Jennings could do him no 
prejudice." 

. lieutenant General Echlin had pay on this establish- 
ment, as brigadier, till the middle of October, 1708, 
when he was removed from it by his excellency, because 
his r^ment went away at that time, and Lieutenant 
General Gorges was put in his room. Some time after^ 
Major General Rooke, considering the reason why Echlin 
was removed, concluded that Gorges could not come on 
till some time in February after, because his regiment 
also was out of the kingdom till that time; and that 
therefore he, being the eldest general officer that had no 
pay as such, was entitled to the brigadier's pay, from the 
time Echlin was removed till Gorges was qualified to re- 
ceive it, he having done the duty. His excellency, upoa 
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heanog the reason,, owned it to be a very good one, ai^t 
told him, if the mpney were^not paidio Gorges, heshouUL 
have it, so bid hitn go see;. which he did, and found it 
was: th^n his excellency told him he would,. refer hj^ 
case to a court pf general ofikers to giu^e their, opinion 
in it, which he said must; needs be in his favour, aod uypoa 
that grouod he, would find a way to: do him right : yet, 
when the general ojfficerssat, he sent for sev^al of thoa^ 
and made them give the case, against Rooke. 

When the prosecution against the dkseotiiig minister 
at Droghe.da was depending, one Stevens, a lawyej;ia 
this town (Dublin) sent his excellency, then in London, 
a petition, in the name of the said dissenting minister, in 
hehaJf of himself and others who lay under apysuch pror 
secution ; and in about a fortnight^s time his excellency 
sent over a letter, to the tlien lords justices, to give the 
attorney and solicitor general orders, to enter a nolle prg^ 
seqd to all such suits; whicli was done accordingly^; 
though he never so much as inquired into the merits of 
die cause, or referred the petition to any body, which U 
Q justice done to all men, let the case be. ever so light 
He said he had her majesty's orders for it : but they did 
not appear under her hand ; and it is generally affirmed . 
b|! never had any. 

That his excellency can descend to small gains, take 
this instance; there were 850/. ordered by her majesty* 
to buy new liveries for the state tounpiets, messengers, 
&c. but with, great industry he got them made cheaper by 
200Z. which he saved out of that sum ; and it is reported^ 
that his steward got a handsome consideration besides 
finojin the undertaker. 

The agent to his regiment, bemg so also to othew, 
bought a lieutenant's commission in a regiment of foot, 
for which he never was to do any duty; which Mrric^ 
ejeased his excellency so well, that he gave him leave tq^ 
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, bii7 a company, and would have had him keep both » 
but before his pleasure was koowD, the former was dis- 
posed of. 

The lord lieutenant has no power to remove, or put in 
a solicitor general, without the queen's letter, it being one 
of those employments excepted out of his commission; 
yet, because Sir Richard Levinge disobliged him bf 
voting according to his opinion, he removed him, and 
put in Mr. Forster,*" although he had no queen's letter for 
so doing; only a letter from Mr. Secretary Boyle, thai 
her majesty designed to remove him. 

The privy council in Ireland have a great share of the 
administration ; all things being carried by the consent of 
the majority, and they sign all orders and proclamations 
there, as welTas the chief governor. But his excellency 
d&Hked so great a share of power in any but himself; 
and when matters were debated in council otherwise thin 
he approved, he would stop them, and say, " Come, my 
Idrds, I' see how your opinions are, and thereibre I win ^ 
not take your votes," and so would put an end to the dis- 
pute. 

One of hiis chief favourites was a scandalous clergy- 
man, a constant companion of his pleasures, who appear- 
ed publicly with his excellency, but never in his habit^ 
and who was a hearer and sharer of all the lewd and blas- 
phemous discourses of his excellency and his cabal. Hb 
e:!^cellency presented this worthy divine to one of the 
bishops, with the following recommendation : " My Lord, 

Mr. is a very honest fellow, and has no fault, but 

that he is a little too immoral." He made thi^ man chap- 
lain to his regiment, though he had been so infamous, that 
a bishop in England refused to admit him to a living he had 

« Afterward retorder of Uie ci^ <if DoUin, aad lord chief joiticft 
oCthe ooomioo pleai. N. 
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been presented to, till the patron farced him to iiby 
law. 

His exceUency recommended the Earl of lochiquin 
to be one of the lords justices in his absence, and was 
jmuch mortified when he found lieutenant general In- 
^oldsby appointed, without any regard to his recom- 
mendation ; particularly because the usual salary of a 
lord justice, in the lord lieuteuant's absence, is 100/. per 
month, and he had bargained with the earl for 40Z. 

I will send 70U, in a packet or two, some particulars 
of his excellency's usage of the convocation ; of liis infar 
mous intrigues with Mrs. Coniugsby ; an account of bis 
arbitrary proceedings about the election of a magistrate 
in Trim ; his selling the place of a privy counsellor and 
commissioner of the revenue to Mr. Conolly ; his barba- 
rous injustice to Dean Jephson and poor Will Crow ; bis 
deciding a case at hazard to get my lady twenty guineas, 
but in so scandalous and unfair a manner, that the ar- 
rantest sharper would be ashamed of; the common custom 
of playing on Sunday in my lady's closet ; the partie 

quarrie .between her ladyship and Mrs. Fl d and 

two young fellows dining privately and frequently at 
Clontarf, where they used to go in a hackney-coach ; and 
his excellency's making no scruple of dining in a hedge 
tavern whenever he was invited; with some other passa- 
ges, which, I hope, you will put into some method, and 
correct the style, and publish as speedily as you can. 

Note, Mr. Savage, bende the prosecution about }m 
fees, was turned out of the council for giving his vote ifl 
parliament, in a case where his excellency's own friends 
were of the same opinion, tiU they were wheedled or 
threatened out of it by his exceUency. 

The particulars before mentioned I have not yet re- 
cdved. Whenever they iKNne, IsballpiriiriishtbeiiiDa 
second part. 

Digitized by Google 



A 

TRUE 

NARRATIVE 

OF WaXT PASSED 

AT THE EXAMINATION 

OF 

THE MARaUIS DE GUISCARD, 

AT THE COCKPIT, MARCH 8, 1710^11 J 
HIS STABBING MB. HARLEIT; 

^ND OfHSR PRECEDENT AND SUBSEQUENT F^CTS, 

RELATtNO TO THE LIFE OF THE SAID 

GUI8CARD. 

First printed /or John Morphen in 1711. 
WITH THE PREAMBLE TO THB PATENT 

FOR CREATING MR. HARLEY A PEER. 



Digitized by Google 



" Yesterday was sent me a narrative piihted, with alf 
tiie circumstances of Mr; Harley's stabbing. I bad not 
time to do it myself: so I sent my hints to the author of 
^e Atalantis;^ and she- has cooked it into a sixpenny 
pamphlet, in her own style ; only the first page i% 
liEFT AS I WASBEGiNNit^G IT. But I ^m afraid of dis- 
obliging Mr. Harley or Mr. St. John in one critical point 
about it, and so would not do it myself. It is worth your 
reading, for the circumstances are all true." Joiu-nal 
to Stella, April 16, 1711.-—" Guiscard, and what you will 
read in the Narrative, I ordered to be written." Ibid. 
April 28.— The facts ifr this Narrative are confirmed by 
several other passages in the Dean's works ; particularly 
in the Examiner, No. XXXIII, (in the fifth volume of tl)ifl 
collection,) and the share he had in it is ac^owledged ia 
« Memou^ relating to the Change in the Q,ueen's Minis- 
try," voL VI 5 and in the Jfoumal to Stella; Nov. 3, 1 7 1 1. 

♦ Mrs. Manley was also employed hy Dr. Swift, in ** A Learned 
Comment upon Dr. Hare*8 ezoeUent Sermon, preaciied befi>re tbe^ 
Dtike of Marlboroiigb, on the Surrender of Bouchain;" "A true 
Relation of the several Facts and Circumstances of the intended 
Riot and Tumult on Q. Elizabeth's Birthday ;♦♦ and in " A modest fil* 
quiry into the Reasons of the Joy expressed by a certain Set of PeO^ 
pie, upon the spreading a Report of her Majesty's Death ',** aad^ 
1rrot$ " A new. Vindication oC the Duke of Marlborough, &c.*' See 
Journal to SteUa, Nov. 3, 1711.->Be8ide these fdur tracts (which are 
all inserted in this edition,) she was supposed ib have written ^A^' 
Letter to the Examiner, concerning the Barrier Treaty vindicate* 
[by Dr. Hare;'»] and, "An Answer to Baron Bothmar'* Memo- 
rial i** from hints suggested by the Dean. N. 
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'j;H£R£ is nothing ree^eived with more pleasure ift^ 
faistprj, than the minute passages and circumstances of 
such facts as are extraordinary and surprising. We oS- 
tea lament to see an important accident nakedly told, 
stripped of Uiose particularities which are most entertaiih 
11^ and'iostructiye in such^relations* This defect is fre- 
quent in all liistorians, not through their own fault, but for 
want of information. For while facts are fresh in memory, 
nobody takes care to record them, as thinking it idle to. 
inform the world in what they know aheady ; and bj 
iMs means the accounts we have of them are only tradi* 
tiooal, the circumstances foxgotten> and perhaps supplied, 
with false ones, or formed upon pi-obabilities, according 
to the genius of the writer. 

But, beside the informing posterity on such occasions^ 
there b something due to the present age. People at a 
distance are curious and cono^ned to know the particu? 
laiB of great events, as well as those ia the metropolis ; 
and so are tha neighbouring nations. And the relations 
they receive are usually either very imperfect^ or« mis- 
represented on purpose by the prejudice of party in the 
relators. 

I shaH endeavour to avoid both these, errors ia the 
fact I am going to relate ; and, haying made use of spine 
good opportunities to be informed from the first handa • 
of iseveral passages not generally known, I hope it will 
1^ in my power to give some satisfaction to the public/ 
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About six years ago there came into England a FreDcli 
papist, the younger brother of a noble family in that 
kingdom, called Antoine de Guiscard, Abbot de Borlj, 
near the Cevennes in France. And as it is the usual 
custom for cadets of quality there to betake themselves 
to the army or the church, Guiscard chose the latter, 
and had an abby given him of a considerable revenue ; 
l>ut, heing of a vicious and profligate nature, he fell into 
the most horrible crimes that a man can commit. Amoag 
other instances, it is &aid, that he seduced a nun. It is 
likewise reported, {hat he and his younger brother, sus- 
•pecting their receiver had cheated, got the poor man 
■to their house, and put him to the torture to force a disr 
«overy from him. Beside keeping a serail in his abby, 
when be used to receive a sum together from his revenue 
his custom was to go to Thoulouse, and lavish it in all 
swts of excesses. A young lady of a good femily ^J^ 
fio unhappy to be prevailed on to her dishonour, by to 
brother. Monsieur de Guiscard was aftarward employ- 
jBd to steal her from' her father; but falling in love widi 
her himself, he carried her off from his rivsJ into Swit- 
z^land. Satiety not long after succeeding, he was so iu- 
Ibuman to poison the poor unfortunate lady. After Id* 
fliglit, he was hanged in effigy by the magistrates at tbe 
principal town in Rouergue, for his intended rebellioo. 
It is agreed on all hands, that upon account of his many 
enormities (but, as himself terms them in his Memoirs,* 
** private domestic concerns, and the crying injustice doBfi 
his family,") he withdrew to his own lands in the pro* 
vinoe of Roueigue, contiguous to that part of Languedoc 

* Published in 1707, under the following title r** Authentic Me- 
moirs, being Secret Transactions in the Southern Provinces of FrftBC^ 
to rescue that Nation fr<»i slavery. Dedicated to the Queen of 
Great Britain. By the Marquis de Guiscard, Lieutenant General 
of the Forces gone upon the present Descent.** The Dedication is 
dated Hague, May 10, 1705. N. 
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called The Ceveniies; where he endeayoured to raiee 
insurrections among the discontented people, of i»hich hct 
has publbhed a yery foolish account : but haying neither 
credit nor ability for such an undertaking, his success 
was answerable. He was foeced to fly into Switzer- 
land, without taking any measures for the safety of those 
pocH* wretdies myolyed with him, and who had been so 
unhappy to be wrought by his insinuations. Thirty of 
the Roman Catholic persuasion (seduced by Guiscard 
into the design of rebeUing for liberty, not religion) fell 
under the sentence of the magistrate,, and were broken 
upon the wheel ; though it is said, if Monsieur de Gui&- 
card, upon whom they depended for intelligence, had but 
delayed his flight only so long as to send notice to those 
gentlemen of the danger impending, they might all, or at 
least the greater nimiber of them, haye escaped as well 
as himself. 

The Marquis de Guiscard had an early, an undoubted, 
propensity to mischief and yillany, but without those fine 
parts useful in the cabinet : he had not capacity to con- 
duct a dedgn, though he might haye brain enough to form 
one ; was whoDy unacquainted with war, had neyer been 
in the army, a profligate abbot, who knew nothing of the 
solder. Yet this man. we find immediately made a colo- 
nel of a regiment of horse, and lieutenant general, with 
a pension, as it is said, from Holland, as well as from us. 
To do all this for one wholly ignorant of a camp, was 
foolisb as well as scandalous. 

Nor had adversity made any impression upon his man- 
ners. His behaviour here was expensive, luxurious, vi- 
cious; lavishing at play, and upon women, what was gi- 
ven him for his own support. Beside his contiaual good 
fwtune with other ladies, he kept two in constant pay, 
upon whom he made a profuse and regular expense : one 
of those creatures was married; whom that he mights 
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poss^ wiifli the greater ease, he procitred her ImAm 
lb be pressed, and sfcnt away into the service: a trate- 
enpi of that stiate cunning sometimes practised by ^t 
politidans (when they would disencumber themselves of 
an incommode J in affairs of the like eftieigency. 

At first there was none more caressed than our fwreign 
favoiiiite. A late minister seldom «aw a levee without 
him; tiiough wfe admit that is not always a proof of be- 
hig a fevourke of those to whom they make their court 
There are whotJrowd themselves whei-e ihey have done 
the most sensible injuries, and i^ain^t >rhom they have 
been guilty of the highest offence : but want of shame is 
tjihe part of an ill man's character : as another branch ifl, 
that he <^an submit to the meanest things. 

Monsieur de Guiscard had the misfortune' to sink off- 
der hisxhsuracter, even to those great men who at &t^ 
liad most indulged him. His pfiarts were too m^an te 
bfalance' or xiphoid him against a just coiitempt: he wte 
found a useless villain, whose inferior understanfflig 
could not answer expectation. Proving unserviceabte 
be was consequently discountenanced, dropped by o^ 
grees, and afterward totally neglected ; his pension IB 
paid, and himself reduced to extremity.* This put 
him upon making his peace witii France : 'a common 
|Nractice of siich villains ; whose only business being to 
support dn infamous life in fulness of luxury, they never 
weigh what stands between them and the end. 

The IVtarquis de Guiscard had no religion, knew no- 
hing of principles, 6t indeed hurtanfiy : bi-utish, bAi 
desperate, an engine fit for the blackest mischief; re- 
vengeful, busy to design, though full of incbnsfetencies, 
^d preposterous in his management : his Schemes iiQ' 

* At thi« period Giris^iml -derived a tempprary «upport from ft^ 
dulent dexterity at the billiard-table, a game in which he appeantb 
have excelled. N. 
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#pniedcable to any less rash and iDCoosiderate^ as may be 
seen at ]ai;ge in those his ill foitned .pix>ject8 of rebellion 
i^ainst his prince ; his aspect gloomj and forbidding, no 
false indication of the malignancy ivithin. Not could 
the evil in his nature be diverted by benefits. The 
present ministi^yy regarding him as a xaan of family, one 
-who had been caressed in England, though they liked 
neitlier his principles nor his practice, thought it against 
the, glory of the queen (who is the sanctuary of distres- 
sed foreigners) to let a gentleman of such birth want 
the supports of life ; and therefore entered upon measures 
to pay him four hundred pounds a year, as part of that 
pension which at first was .granted hino, and had been 
for some time disc<H)tinued. He could no longer with 
any pretence be a malecontent : but he would not fore- 
go his treacherous design, nor his desire to make his 
peace at home. Mr. Harl^ discovered his coirespon- 
deoce : he knew he had wrote three letters to France, 
with advice of our afiaks. This discoveiy was made a 
fortnight before Monsieur de Guiscard's seizure. Mri. 
Harley was willing to convict hkn under his own hand ; 
and accordingly took all necessary precaution, to have 
what letters he should wiite brought to the secretary's 
f^ce. In the mean time persons were employed, tliat 
should give an account of all his motions; such who 
played with him, drank with him, walked with him ; in 
a word, those who, under the pretence of diversion and 
iiiendsh^ should never lose sight of him, till that day, 
when he went to a merchant of his acquaintance to ^e 
>citj, and gave him a letter, with this request, " that he 
would be pleased to forward it, and let it be sent away 
with his own foreign letters." 

This letter was brought to Mr. Harley ; where he read 
Monsieur Guiscard's advice to the ministers of France, 
^ that they should invade England as soon as possible, 
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whether they sacceed or no; because the mlsdiief it 
would do 118 would foe kreparafole : it would disconcert 
kod divide us, ruin our credit, and do us a vast deni) rf 
hurt, &c." 

On the eighth of Mardi, the queen's inauguration 
day, Monsieur de Guiseardj between two and tiffee 
oVlock in the afternoon was seized, in the Mail, in 
St. James's park, by a warrant of high treason from Mr. 
Secretary St John, and carried by the queen's messeB' 
gers to the Cockpit. He seemed then to have taken his 
resolution, and to determine that his ruin should be fatal 
to those persons who occasioned it, by desiring leave to 
send for a glass oi sack, some bread and butter, and a 
knife, 'rtie woman of the cofifeehouse sent him all but 
the knife, which was accidentally omitted. He was 
brought into the clerk's room, and kept there till the 
cabinet council was assembled ; in that room he found a 
penknife, and took it away unperceived ; which, as it is 
supposed, he hid in his sleeve ; for there was none found 
in his podkets, which were searched before' his examina* 
tion. 

There were present, at the committee of cabinet coun- 
cil, the lord keeper, lord president,*" Duke of Ormond, 
Duke of Newcastle, Duke of Buckingham, Duke of 
Clueensberry, Earl Poulet, Lord Dartmouth, Mr. Har- 
ley, Mr. Secretary St. John. 

[Mr. Tilson, Mr. Hare, under-secretaries, sat at a table 
by themselves.] 

Monsieur de Guiscard being brought in to be examin- 
ed, Mr. Secretary St. John, whose business it was to in- 
terrogate him, asked him some questions about hisco^ 
responding witii France; and whether he had not sent 

* Laurence Hyde, Earl of Rodierter^ was appcrfnted lordpreddent 
in September 1710; and died May 2, 1711. N. 
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lettm (hither ? Monsieiir de Ouisc«trd denied itixrfd- 
tr: mean tiitte his colour came a^d went Earl Ponlet, 
heUxe he was brought in, had desired Mr. St. John to 
change places with Mr. Harley, that Guiscard's face 
Might be full in tlie %ht, and his countenance better per- 
^ived, in any alteration that inight happ^ at the ques- 
tions thiit i^uki be asked hitn. 

The presence of thait mignst assembly ; the obligil- 
tions the criminal had to some in particular, who had 
honoured him with their favour; and to all in general^ 
as they were rf the first rank among a people who had 
«e generously refuged him in his fnisfortones; his own 
gaik, and thread of being detected ; might wdl cause an 
emotion in the mind and face of the most resolved, most 
hardened person. He flushed and turned pale, the po«- 
tore of his feet restless and unassured, his hands in pet- 
peUud -motion, fumbling in his pocket; which some Of 
that noble assembly rejecting t)n, could yet w^U account 
ht, by remembering it was his usual manner : a 'French 
1^, which has been long since teceived in Ei^land, 
among some of our fine gentlemen, to a great degree of 
imitation. 

Gould one have looked into Guiscdrd's guiHy sou], 
how terrible at that moment had befen the prospect! hifl 
dread of conviction, his ingratitude, his treachery, his 
contempt or desire of death, his despair of Heaven, his 
love of his native country, his spirit of revenge, embroil- 
ed his thoughts, fermented his blood, roused his shame, 
iffid worked up 1^ resolution to a jntch of ^oing all the 
service to France, and mischief he could to England. 
I4ke falling Samson, to involve in Mi fate the strength 
of the enemy : yet he would make one push for life, and, 
till proof were produced, not give up a cause he could 
defiend so easily as by denying the crime be wascharged 
with; which he iad with an undaunted aastmooe, till 
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.Mr. SecrejUBXj aaked him, **' If be knew guch a gentle- 
man ?" namins the meiehant with whom he had left the 
letter? At thatt, Guiiciffd rolled his eyes, asBiired of hb 
tuiii, yet surprised aod shocked at the approach. The 
iMone questioo bdog repented, he answered, ^ Yes, what 
jof that ?" Beings pressed again to discover what he 
knew d his eorreflpondiBg with France, he contiDued 
obstinate in his pr^ended ignorance ; when Mr. Secre- 
t»7 St John produced his letter, and, with a fence of 
eloquence inseparable bdm what he speaks, represented 
to Mmineur de Guiscard the baseness, the blackness, of 
his crime; '^ to betray the queen, his benefactress ; Bri- 
tain, the country that had refuged, supported, trusted, 
honoured him by the command of her troops with such 
noble confidence, that made it double yiUany in him to 
be a villain ;'' ejshorting him, ^ yet to be sincere, and 
give up to their information what he knew, of the 
treacherous design he had fcurmed." 

Whilst the secretary's words were making an irresfat- 
ihle impreenen upon evary ndnd but his to whom th^ 
urere addressed; the criminal formed to hmoself the de- 
struction of those two dreadfiil enemies of France, Mr. 
Harley and Mi*. St. John. It seemed to him too hazard- 
ous to f^tempt the design at the full board ; not in regard 
of hirown ]^p(that was already devoted,) but lest they 
should not b^ both involved. It appeared reasonable to 
him, that i^ upon the pretence of discovery, he could get 
Mr. St. John to^ithdraw, Mr. Harley might posably be 
oi the party, and he have a chance to murder both be- 
fore they could be assisted. Accordingly, when he was 
pressed to discover, he desired to speak with Mr. St 
John apart The-seoretary told him, " That was im- 
practicable: he was before the whole committee as a 
crindnal : and what he had to say, must be said to all*' 
Upon Guiscard's persisting to qpeak,only to the secretaiy, 
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ibey w€nt to ring liie bi^ll, to call fo the measragen, to 
cany huQ aw^tj; which be oktoerving, cried out, ^ That 
jshar^l not one word! pa« tut fiM</'' and, stooping down 
said, '' J^m veuxi dxmc h Ui. Then haye at thee 1" so 
stabbed Mr. Hi^ley. RedoofaUng the stroke, the pen- 
Juufe brd&e, which he was not sensible erf*; but, rushing 
;on toward Mr. St John, overthrew the derks' ti^Ie that 
stogd between. Mr. St John saw -Mr. Harii^ fall; 
and oried out, '' The villain h&s kUtedMr. Harleyr 
.Then he gave him a wound, as did the Duke of Ormond 
and the Biike of Newcastle. B|r. St Jcto was resdv- 
cd to have killed hioi, but that he saw Mr. Harky got 
up and walking about, and heard £ftrl Foaiet cry out, 
/'not tokill Guiscard." The messengers laid hold df 
him, and tore his coat. He raged, he struggled, he 
overthrew several of them, with the strength of one des» 
perate or fra^tic^ till at last they gothimdowli, by pulling 
him backward by the cravat. iAe a Hon taken in the 
toil% he foamed, he grinned, his counteitance seemed de- 
fpoiled of Ihe a^ct^ any thing hum«^ ; bis ^es Ream- 
ed fire, despsor, and ftiry.^ He cried out to the Duke 
rof Ormond, whilst they ware iMwHpg him, an^ b^exe- 

«• ^ Iq one great A«}i>,^iperior to &ii age, 

The full extremes of Nature's force we find ; 
How heavenly virtue can exalt, or rage 
Infernal can degrade, the human mind. 

While the fierce monk does at his trial stand ; 

He ch«wi revenge, abjuring his oflfence ; 
Guile in his tdngue, and murder in his hand. 

He stabs his judge, to pr&ve his innocence. 

The guilty stroke, and torture of the steel 

Infixed, our dauntless Briton scarce perceives: 
"The wounds his country from his death must feel, 
The Patriot views j for these alone he grieves." 

Prior, Verses to Mr. Harlxt. 
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cratnOB moA his vavtng, ^My Lord Oraioii^, Pmr^ 
ntmai dfpidkex mma? Why do yoaocAdespatdi meT* 
The noble ^Mce made this ntemorable soidwer, ''Ce li&t 
fas Vt^Mr ies henOtUs gma ; t'M Vaffimr 4tm anOn. 
It itMl the werkof fettUemai; itisthe^Forkef fython.^' 
lietusbira^oiir eyes iiiMtiiwdetestatUe aa^object, to 
vobther not less sur^rii^iig, though of a^qidte dSfereoi 
jdod ; where we shall behold a gentlemati, arrived l^ 
long ppaetke to tine d^kult attainment <^ posseiisioghis 
soul m all conditioiis, in all accidents, whether <^^ (»r 
^eath, with moderatloD. This isthe man that may tnd^r 
be said to know himsetf, whOA even assassinatioii camnt 
smpxise; to whom the passions aie ia sueh obedience, 
they aerer contend for sway, nor -attei&ipft to throw \m 
kbm hk guard. Mr. HBrley, falliDg back in his chair by 
the redoubled stroke tlmt was ^ven him, and seeing thetti 
Iraisy about tidLiog Guisctu:^ by whom he imagkied 1^ 
self killed, did not call or cry for help ; but, getting up as 
well %rheoould~of himsc^ apj^d hk hufidkerchi^ to 
^ wound, to stop die blood, * and keep out the air, 
waHdi^ about the room tMl they had time to come to him, 
not«omplaiBiQg nor accuskig, noreQCouraging tbemto 
revenge him upon Giiiscard ; his countenance serene, un- 
altered ; so that, horn bis own beliaviour, all his friends, 

* Mods. Mesnager says, Mr. Harley was stabbed, " by tm scHSrat 
Francois, a French miscreant, at the council-board, where that 
wretch was brought to be examined ;** and adds, in a straio of na- 
tional vanity, "They may take notice in England, how good judgei 
w« are of men in France; and believe they have reason to be wary 
how they entertain any, whom the wisest prince on earth, than whom 
none sees farther into the merits of men, has determined to be worth- 
less, and Qot fit to be employed.** See minuted of the Negotiations 
of Mons. Mesnager at the court of England, during the four last 
Years of the reign of her late Majesty Queen Anne, containing many 
curious par^^iciilars of those Times; translated from the French iA 
1717, scud publi^ed a second time in 1736. N. 
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pifflieulaiiy hk tencfeifest, Mr. St Jofa% ]ibp6d be^i 
Imt dIgMy hurt WKen Budere, the smigeoii, searched 
Ae wound, Aey were sdl BurprlHed to &id it sodai^e^ 
ous; the petdunfe iras stnick aslant an4 butietd %idi« 
wound, which Mr. Harley Mfliself tookoui; wipie4 ci^- 
ed for the handle, and said, ^ tliey beian^ to me^" S^ 
ad^ed *' if the wound were BkHrta^ as be had itfaibrs to 
settle.'* Eren in our iBdedulous i^e, we mxf i&aa ^ 
escape a miracle : the blow was stntck exactly u/jpofa his 
b^astboae, wfaic^ br^ the knife ; hid it been an incb 
kiwer, it had toueh^ the dui^fkragma, mA att the w«M 
could not h«vesflFed his^Hfe : or anaiHfs breadth^ deepar» 
tt would have reached h>s heai^ I have heard it afirob 
ed, ''that, if one should attempt a Uioosaed tiaaes 9IL m 
imitation of Guiseard'a design, without falarage aj94 f<9l«e, 
not once in that thousand times woukl it be probably 
that a 1^ could escape the Uair, as l^« Itarkj's ba« 
diwe^" He had a double deliverance, firsi from the 
\mfe strihin^ upon ii» tveastbone, and then iraat.its 
l^reakJH^ there; he must eke haTe^infel^ify been nmih 
^ed by ^ repetition €i tte blow. NeiAer was tfaa 
«^« le» doabtfel j the contuiiQn wafr^ m we dan g gTiMM 
ti»n the wodnditsilf : dbout a week after, die braised 
Mood fell down, which hdd hia life hi 8Uipei«;e» He 
kad been ill for some time before, and was not as yet r^- 
(orered 

As soon as Mr. Hariey was dressed, he ordered the 
surgeon to' take care of Moos, de Guiscard ; and was 
Mmself carried home in a chair, fdftowed by the Imnen- 
tatiens and prayers of the people for his recovery, who 
attended him to his own door with their sighs and sor^ 
rows. 

The bold mar<|uis, thou^ subdiied, was stiU uptamed : 
his fury, despair, and desiie of instant dea:th, made him 
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lue hk eftnrto ta prevcfDt the good iDtentions of the ^or* 
geoB and* the asdstaQts. They were forced to keep him 
doTrn by strength* <^ hand, ^diilst his wounds were 
seardied and dressed ; after whith^ he was sent to New- 
gate, where he continued in the same violence of inind; 
He^ begged to d!^ he strove to die, by rubbing the plas- 
ters' fitnn hfe wounds ; to prevent which, there were pe^ 
sons |>ei))etually employed to wateh on each side the bed*'. 

If we read his sentiments in his own Memoirs, we may 
find they were always disposed to violeiice. Speakii^ 
to those whom he would draw into a confederacy tigaimt 
the king, ^ That it was better to dk once for all, than 
to die in a manner a4hoiisand times a d<iy, always at 
the nofftcy of men who n0AQ it their business to embitter 
their 1^, and make it insuppoarti^lc,** p. 8; — ^In another- 
place, *' How can we better spend some few anduficer^ 
tain days, whi<^ every moment are ended by some dis^ 
ease, by misfortune, or old age, than by maki£^ om* name 
famcntft and immortal ?" p. 14. — And thus, "^ Pufiillai^' 
mous mei^ who, fodr want of courage, dire not sit'tempt 
any ^ng at thehr peril, wi^ never see an end of thtir^ 
mis£sietiuie,*'.* p^iia^ 

These, befeg his avowed ienetis, may jrfvc us som*^ 
light into a ^e^;n so exe^crable, that it were sin to look 
into it with any other eyes but detestation. Mons. de 
Guiscard was to reconcile himself to France $ wbidr 
could not probably be done, but by something more no- 
torious tifian hk disaffection. Upon his deathbed esnmir 
nation, he told the lords, "' There was something horri- 
ble he had to tell th^n ! — ^for which he ought to be ioro 
in faeces !— something inconceivable! — ^xceedii^ «* 
barbarity I" — there he stopped, as if for breath, a rearf^' 
mation of spirits, or to recollect what he had to say 
Ai^er a irtiile, seeing he did not proceed, they remiderf 
him to^go ojh . He repeated those and many more such 
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espressions. Being pressed to proceed, he ^M into 
something very trifling, which he knew they knew al- 
ready ; said, " It was no matter— -contettt--coiiteiit — " 
meaning to die. 

Upon their examination of him in Newgate, he seemed 
to boast his resolution and per£ninance; had them 
^ judge what he was able to do in a good cause, had 
they thought fit to employ and trust him, since he could 
go so far in an ill one." The vai^ty of his nation kept 
him company to the last : he Tahied himself upon his 
intrepidity, his contempt of death, and thirst of honour, 
^c. The last time Uie lords were with him,- he desired 
Mr. St. John's hand, and said, ^ PaardemUy pardonneJ* 
Mf . Str ^ohn replied, " Je vmt^ pardonne — Dieu wur 
pardmnet^ — Guiscard repeating, " Content — content'*^ 
— he becsupe delirious. 

The roughnesrof his nature seems to have hindered 
him from encouraging^ that remorse which apjnroachiii^ 
death might occasion ; 'else we^hould doubtless have had 
^Bclosed the blackest «eene that any age has shown. It 
is v^ry well known the eager desire he had for tome 
time expressed to see the queen alone; the pretence of 
tbaUOvUence he so eamesUy importui^ was, ^ To get 
his pension assured."^' He wasdF i«t« ofibenfimnd ia tll6^ 
antichamber, and at the backstahv. He generally car- 
ried abottle of poison about him, supposed to answer the 
disappointment d some foreseen event This, compared 
with his owB* word8» and several letters from France and 
Hdland at that time mentioning it was expected they 
should hear of a cwp iP^dai en Angkterre^ makes it 
almost past dmibt that he did design to kill the queen; 
and, failing of hisattemf^ 4here, stabbed Mr. Harley, as 
fay his own confession he would have done, Mr. St John, 
be^^aui^ they were the two important lives that gave 
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^lead and aa^ish to that. nKmarGh, trho has so long aiul 
often been the tenor of others. 

The queen, all merciful and saintlike as she is, had 
herself the goodness (notwithstanding appearances were 
sigainst him, in the supposition of his horrible intentions 
to destroy her) to appoint two surgeons and two phy4- 
cians to attend him in Newgate, with whatever was be* 
fitting a man of family. This gracious treatment could 
depart only from a mind so conversant with Heaven, so 
near of kindred, as that of our pious queen ! 

Her cares apd prayers^ were the balm that healed Mr. 
Harley's wound. The honour that was done him by the 
address of parliament will never be forgotten; nor her 
majesty's gracious answer. It is remarkable, tbat, when 
U was iHXHight into the house of lords,t the whigs all 
went out, except one, who raised a weak objection, 
'' that Moosieiu* de Guiscard was not a papist convict^ 

!N^otwithstaadiDg the surgeons and physicians art and 
care, Monsieur de Guiscard died in Kewgate. His 
ifounds, of which he received fouj^ in the ibrepiart of his. 
k^J% were cured;; the fifth| was in hisbaok, which, the 
surgeons deppsed, wafi ^ot mortal The juiy gave in 
their verdict, " T^l^ hi& bruises M[eice the cause of bift 

* <^ Me&n time thy pain is gracious- Annans care ; 
Our queen, our saint, with sacrificing breath, 
Poftens thy anguish : ifi her poweifal pncyet ' 
1^ pleads tbty serrice, and forbids thy death; 

Great as i&ou art, thoii ean^ doBBod HO indre, 

A breast hewailM hy earth, jn-eserv^d by Heaven ! 
No higher can aspiring virtue soar : 
Enough to thee of grief and fame is given.** 
f It wfts a joint address of both houses ; but was first moved in tiie 
l^oafe of cdnunooB, March 9, and imokediafelysigrieedto bjr the lonle.'* 
Guiscard is called in it " a Ffench papist'* PC. 

X This wound Guiscard never discovered to the surgeons till it had 
festered to the most amazing d^ee. Two <]uart8 of old clotteA 
blood came out of his side two days before he died. N< 
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devdi,'^ It appeared, upon the eKamioatioD of Mr. Wil- 
cox, the queen's messeo^r, that it was he that wounded 
the marc]pii9 in the \mky and gave him those bniiaes of 
whi^ he died. Moaaieur de Guiflcard, in strugi^ing 
with WUeox, threw him against a window, which cwmA 
tita to Toid above a quart of blood the same night 

Sis resolution, or rather obstinacy, continued to the 
last : he would not peimH his wounds to be dressed, ner 
accepted of any nourishment but what was fercfsd upon 
faim : he made no [Nrofeasion of reli^n, bad no show <»f 
renKNTse or contrition, nor desared the assii^ailDe of a 
priest* He was priratdj interred,! by order flpom the 
court^-^^ mercy no nation but ours would have conferr^ed 
upon a spy, a traitor, and an assasan 4 

Is it not obvious to all England, what had been 9iyUr 
distress, in the confusion wherdn so long a nm of mismanr 
agement has plunged us, if Heaven had permitted t|ie 

* The autl^or of the " Political State'' (who oever /ailed catchi9g 
at every opportunity of abusing Dr. Swift) has severely reprehended 
this ** fiTarcative,*' though he has copied from it very liberally. The 
abov^ passage, in particular, he has ta)cea upon I4m to cenauref 
and asserts, that Guiscard desire^ Mr. Busiere to sejid for a priest ; 
who told him, "he was acquainted with none j his business was only 
Ip dress faim : and if he wanted a priest, he mdat apply hiniBQlC to 
-«theiB,''— It is apusmg^o^err^ w^ik wl?at dignity our aJu<^or main- 
tained l|is just nupcrionty over the swarm of scribblers who continu- 
ally infested him. They were treated by him, as tiiey deserved, 
wkh the mostMvsereign contempt. Of the writer of the f^ Pc^ijUe^l 
State,^' ^ ^ysy "One Boyer, a French dog, haa abused me li^ » 
pami^et (* Ab account of the State and Progress of the Present Nego- 
tiation of Peace,' &c.)^ and I have got him in a messenger's hands j 
the ^eoretaiy promises ne to Bwiage him. JLord tceasurer, told iQis 
last Aig^ 4ihat he had-the honour to be fbu^d with m^ in a pamphlet. 
I most make that rogue an example, for a warning to others." Jour- 
nal to Stella, Oct. 16, 1711. N. 

f He died in the 5«ty-Becond year of his age. N. 

i In the ^ Comitia PhHcdogica Academiae Oxonieosie, 1713, »• iHl 
pjt)se oration by H. Muxloe, A. B., under the titie of ** Furor Ouif- 
cardinus," lirhere-tiic circumstances of this horrid transaotiai are pro- 
perly enUrged upon. N. 
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knifeof abaid[>aroii8foreigBer to hare robbfd luof amiH' 
ister, whose conduct, wise, steadfast, vigorous, extikates 
oorai&iiB, and embroilt the eoemj?^ Does not tbe 
flourishing church of England owe him all things for 
delivarance from presbytery and atheirai ; a miracle 
less seasonable, than when she was assaulted by all tbe ^ 
force of Rome? Were he not a sincere worshipper at 
our increasiog altars, would iie not reduce rather thaa 
muJtSplj ?f Is not even our gracious^sovereign indebted 
to him for scattering those persons from about her, whose 
excessive tyranny strove to nun all those who aimed to -I 
come at the que^ but b7 them ? Does^ he not sacrifice 
his quiet to the gcibdtof Ids county, without eoriebioi 
his own family witli hw treasure, or decking himself with 
her honcHirs ; though she has none but what, with pride . 
and joy, she is ready to bestow upon him ? Was not his 
blood (even now devoted to the restless genius of France) 
spilt in dre^d of his pursuits and endeavours to reduce i 
thatmonarcb.toj;iuiniaiHty an^i^eason? Isnothismodesfr \ 
ty so excessive, that he conceals, froqi those persons who 
have treated him as a traitor, the extent of his^pofren 
lest he should seem to insult their disgrace ? Free from 
that false ddicacy which so oikeou makes people^uneasy 
at what either the mistaken or our enemies say of us^ 
bis actions have their foundation ;pn^d[id judgment, propr 
ped by a most extensive genius, unlimited foresight, and 
immoveable prudence. France record her RicheHeo^ - 
Mazarin, and Louvoiii: we talk with veneration of the 
Cedls. Butpogteri^ shall boast of Hariey, as a pro*- 
digy, in whom the spring is pure as the stream; not 

• This grtat mi&ister was, in-tfae followiiig year, is. danger oC 
iMiog his life by another scene of treachery; which is menttonedb]^ • 
Dr. Swift, in bis Journal to Stella, Nov. 15, 1712. N. 

f Alluding to his patroniBins the bill for buildine fifty new cSiird^ .• 
ekN. 
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trolled by .ingratitude or Sivarice, nor its beauty defor- 
med by the feature of any vice. The coming age wiH 
avy ours a minister of such accumulated irorth ; they 
will see and know how happy we were. Why then 
sboald we ourselves be wilfully blind, or wilfully igno- 
rant of it ? Is it not his distress, to be born among a peo- 
jrfe so divided ? Could he in any other country have fail- 
ed of universal love and veneration ? How long shall our 
diyisions make as the ^rt and proverb of the neighbour- 
ing nations? MondeurQuillet, by the purity of his Latin, 
has diflfused our character thfoughout thfe world? and 
vben the curious would be informed of the genius of the 
British people, the learned refer to him :* It is thought 
the most beautiful part of bis Callipaedia ; and, however. 
the ^irit of the author may have suftisred by the change,. 
I will present it*to the reader in the English translator's . 
] votds rf 

f " If then from Calais you design to land ' 

Oh England'^ vile, unhospitalde strand, 
I There )rou shall find a race of monstrous men, . 

i Where mangled princes strew the cyclops* den. 

A false, ungrateful, and rebclUoos brood, 
I N^w from a slaughter^ monarches sacred blood. 

They break alilaws, all ftindes they pursue. 

And foUov all religions but the true. 
I All there are priests, each differently prays, ■ 

' And. worshipis Heaven ten thousand d^rent if ay|. 

If by the mob the oanting ibol*s adinir'd, 

The brother*8 gi|ted,^and the.8aint inspired. 

Hence the fanatics rdve, and wildly storm. 

Convert by pistol, and by pike reform. 

Nor are th* enthusiasts so abhorrentgrown 

To holy ceremonious rites alone: 

* Lib; iir. ver. S-fl-25. It is but common justice to observe, with Mrl 
lUwe, that this character of our nation, was given in. the time of the 
^il-war ; which mftkesthe severe censure agree very well with those- 
days of confusion and viUany. N. 

t We have not scrupled to sxibstitate Mr. Rowe's translation, vk ; 
^ich the original has suffered less by the change. N. 
3 K,. 
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An EnslishmaB <m aU extremes' will mo, 
And by consent be wilfully undone. 
If an opinion thwart what ancients wrote, 
He catches it, and bosoms up the thought 
Alcides would his dub as soon resign, 
As he a darling heresy decHne. 

** Vet we mu^ do the sons of Ehgland right r 
Some stars shine through the horror of the night. 
For navigation, and for skill renownM 
In sailing the terraqueous globe around. 
To them no shore*s untried, no sea*s unknown. 
Where waves have mBrmur'd, and where windshaveblown. 
Typhis and Jason, who in Argo caibe, ^ 

Lay no pretensions to so just a fame, \ 

As Ca'endish, Willoughby, and Drake's immortal name/*^ 

Is it not time to Redeem our charactei*, that the trorld; 
in applauding our courage, nAy no longer object our di' 
visions ? Though we disagree in religion ; yet, for com- 
mon good, we should, methinks, be glad to unite io poli- 
tics. Our ceremonies maj differ, but our essentials are 
the same ; and to people of reason, one woidd imagine, 
there needed not much persuasion, to join in those ad- 
vantageous particulars, reputation and interest. 

Parties break their force against one another, do the 
work of our foes, are weakened by perpetual animosities, 
hate their . adversaiy at home much more strenuously 
than a foreign enemy, incapacitate themselves from doing 
all the injury they should to France, all the good they 
ought to England. Our piques md distastes for trifles 
have run us up to freniy ; the wcMid beholik the hatred 
and aversion among us as lunacy in our blood, incurable 
but by letting forth ; they fctfesee and long for a civil war, 
to reduce us to nuseyy and reason : tiiey flatter them* 
selves that our dissensions tend that way, and prophesy 
they can have no end but with our ruin. 

It is otirselves only can disappoint the hopes of om* 
enemies, and extricate ourselves. The very Mahometans 
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claim our pit7, for being misled by the grand impostor ; 
and shall a (ellow christian be hated ? Have we no ar- 
guments but bitterness and reproach ? must we continue 
as violent against our neighbour at home, as brave in the 
field abroad ? If we w^« not all Britons, or had differ- 
ent interests, something might be said for that eager de- 
j^re Q^ ruin, so con^icuous in the contending parties. 

fiow ridiculous it appears t<^ a reasonable man, who 
ifeflects ho# greatly our happy constitution is envied by 
our enemies, and how little valued and enjoyed^ by our* 
selves ! We boast of liberty, and yet do all we can to en- 
slave others to our opinions; meanwhile the comoKm io- 
terest of the island is lost or forgotten, in Ae desire o( 
gratifying our particular revenge and aversions. 

We have now a queen and ministry of consummate pie- 
ty^ prudence, and abilities, who know the tnie interest of 
En^and, and will pursue it. The church is delivered 
from oppression and fears ; religion secured, according 
to every £i^lidiman's heart's desire. What should we 
Beat consider, but the interest of the body politic ? 
Which way can thai be so effectually carried on, as by 
calmii^ our heats and animosities, by taking off the veil 
of prejudice 9^6 party which so long has blinded us; 
jto have every individual consider what would be for the 
^ood of the whole, and sincerely to give kito it? Were 
these measures faithfully pursued, France could never be 
4bnniM>le to ikigiand ; nor the protestanft tc^gion liere 
be under any aj^rehension from the resfless and encroach- 
ing sfnrit of the Roman. 
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PREAMBLE 

TO MR. HABLEY'S PATENT. 

The Reasons which induced her Majesty to create the^ 
Right Honourable JR^BURT Majbljjsy a Peer of Great 
Britain ; being a translation of the preamble to Ms. 
PaUnt, dated May 11,1711.* 

HVHATEVER favour may be merited from a just ' 
prince, by a man t)i6ro of an illastrious and very ancient 
family,! fitted by nature for aH great things, and by alF 
sorts of learning qualified f<flr greater ; constantly employ- 
ed in the study of state affairs, and with the greatest 
praise, and no small danger, exercising variety of offices 
in the government ; so much does our well-beloved and 
very faithful counsellor Rob^t Harley,:^ deserve at 
our handft: he, who ilQi three successive parliaments was 
unanimously chosen speaker ; and, at the same time that 
he filled the chair, was our principal secretary of state : 
in no wise unequal to either province. Places, so seem* 
ingly disagreeing, were easily reconciled by one wh6 < 
knew how with equa^ weight and address to moderate 

* First priotdl In. 4to, ia. Latki {md fla^UisI), hy TAmPi^Wi i» < 
1711. N. 

t This noble family is descended from the ancient house of the de • 
HtCrlais |n France. Their ^common ancestors were proftaUy a family 
of that name resident in Shropshire long before the conquest < N. 

X Robert Harlej, {Jsq. eldest son of Sir>Ed^nrard Harley^was bora . 
in London, Pec. j^, 1661. He was edu^ted at Shilton,^ a private 
school in Oicfordthire, remarkable for producinlTt 4t the same time, . 
a lord hifh treasurer <the. Earl of Oxford)^ a lord high chancellor- ; 
(Lord Harcourt)^ a lord chief juitke of the common pleas (Lord Tre- 
▼or), and ten members of the house of commons, who were aU con.-, • 
tcffi^rarie« as weU s^t school as io.parliaaieot N^ , 
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afid goTeni the minds of men : -one who could preserve 
tfte rights of the people, without infHnging the preroga- 
tive of the crown ; and who thoroughlj understood how 
well government could consist with liberty. This double 
task being performed; after some recite, he. bore the 
weight of our exchequ^ as chancellor, and thereby pre- 
vented the farther phmdering of the nation; and also 
provided for the settling of a new trade to the South . 
Seas ; and (by rescuing the put^c credit) so opportunely 
relieved the languishing condition of the treasury, as to 
deserve thanks irom-the parliament, blessings ttam the 
citizens, and from Us (who never separate our own inte- 
rests from the pnbHc) no small approbation. Therefore ' 
we decree to the man that has so emineiitly deserved of 
us and of all our subjects, those hooeun which were so « 
long since due to him and his family; being induced , 
thereto by our own good pleasure, and the suffirage of all , 
Gareat Britain ; fen: we take it as an admonition, that he 
should not in vain be, preserved, whom the states of our 
reahn have testified to be obnoxious to the hatred of.; 
^ked men, upon account of his mostfaithfiil services to^ 
us, and wtiom they have congratulated upon his escape 
&om the rage of a flagitious, pairicide. We ^gladly in- - 
dulge their wishes, thsut he, who.ecmies thus recommends 
^ to us by SQ homviirable a vote of both houses of par- . 
tiament, should have jiis seat among the peers, to many 
o( whom his family has been long alUed; and that he, . 
^ho is himself learned, and a patron of learning, should ^ 
^ppily take his tiUe from that city, where lettem^.sq^ 
lA?npudy flourish.-, Now know ye, 4^. 
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SOMB 

REMABKS UPON A PAMPHLET, 

ENTITLED, 

i^LSTTJBR TO THE S£V£N LORD&OF THE COMMITTEE* 
AJTO^TED TO EXAMINE GREGG. 

Mf TBI AUTJBO.H 0» THX BXAMUtn. 

First Prinied, m August, iniyjjor John MtnT^hm- 



* The committee consisted of thQ Dukfii of Devooihire, $omeri^ 
Ili Z^iwn ; tlie Earl of Wliarion ; Lord. Viaeoimt ToVDfllMBdf Lord 
Somen and Lord Halifax. Opegg wastried at the Old* Bailey, Jan. 
19,1707-8, and condemned for high treasQfl fcntwai not execute^ 
mi'April26»]7e8. N. 
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^ **'Thfe Examiner bat been down thismoBtlr,' and was rerrnUf* 
the five or six last papers ; but there is a pamphlet come out, io aosfrer 
to a letter to the seven lords who examined Gregg. The answer is 
by the real author of the Examiner, as I believe, for it is very well 
written.'* Journal to Stella, Aug. 24, 1711.— Even to this lad7,to 
whom he usually writes with unreserved confidence^ Dr. Swift bad 
not yet acknowledged himself to be. the author of the Examiner. 

A volume of tracts in the library of Isaac Reed, Esq. which for* 
merly belonged to Charlet Ford, Esq. the confidential friend of Swift* 
contains the following artikles, which Mr. Ford aHesta to be "all 
writ by Dr. Swift, now Dean of St Patrick*! :" 

1 Condnet of the Allies, 4th editioD. 

2 Remarks on the Barrier Treetr. 

3 Letter to the Lord Treasure. 

4 Advice to the Members of the October Ckib. 

5 Prior*8 Joomey to Paris. 

6 Letter to the Seven Lords of the Conmlttoe, &e. 

7 Letter 4o a Whig Ljord (Lord AflhbttxatlM»0 . 

8 Importance of the Guardian. 

9 Pref^e to4he Bishop of Sarom's Introd&c^on, &c. 

10 Abstract of GoOihs^- 

Only fbur of the above tracts were publidied in Dr. Hawkeswertb^' 
collection. The other six were, flrom internal evidence, first added 
tor the Bean*! Works by the present Editor. N. 
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Those who have given theroseltes the trouble to 
write against me, ei^r in single papers or pamphlets, 
(ad they are pretty numerous) do alh agree in^ disco^er- 
iog a violentrage, and at the same time affecting an air. 
of contempt toward their adversary ; which, in ray hum- 
ble opinion, are not very consistent : and therefore it is 
pfadn, that their fury is real and hearty, their contempt 
only personated. I have pretty well studied thfe mat- 
ter, and would caution writers of their standard, never 
to engage ilk that difficult attempt of despising ; which is 
a work' to be done in cold blood, and only by a superior 
geoius to one* a^ some (Hstance hen^di him. I can tru* 
ly fl^brm I'have had a very sincere contempt . fciff ^ 
maoy of those who have drawn their pens against me^ : 
yet I rath^ chose the cheap way of discovering it by 
ate ac e cod isegleet, than be. at tbe pains of new terms 
to express it : I have known a lady value herself upon a^ 
liattgfaty disdainful look, which very few understood 
and bofoody alive regarded. Those commonplace terms 
of infamous .salbbler, prostitute libeller^ and the like, 
tfarown abroad without propriety or (nt>vocation, do ill 
personate the true spirit of contempt, because they are 
such as the meanest writer, whenever he pleases, may 
sse toward the b^st. I remenober indeed a parish fool, 
who, with a great deal of defomuty, carried the most dis- 
dainful look I ever observed in any countenance : and 
it was the most prominent paH of his folly; but he was 
t^orooglily in earnest, which these writers are not : for 
tlioeiB.another thjng I would observe, that my antago- 
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ni«t8 are most of U^m so, in a literal sense; breathe real 
vengeance, and extend their threats to mj person, if they 
knew where to find it ; wherein they are so far from de- 
!|>ising, that I am sensible they do me too much honour. 
Tile author of the "Letter to the Seven Lords," takes 
upon liim the three characters of a d^iser, a threatener, 
^daTailer; and succeeds so weUki the t^o IM, tliat it 
luis made him miscarry in the first. It is no unwise pro* 
ceeding, which the writers of that side bav« taken i^, . 
to scatter tb^ menaces in eveiy paper they publish ; it 
may perhaps look absurd, ndiculous, and impudent, in 
people at mei^cy to assume such, a ntyle: but the dengi 
Is right, to endeavour persuading the world that it is th^ 
wJio are the injured party^ that they are thesufi^srerS) an4 
have a right to b^ angfy. 

However, there is one point, wherein ttese gent^yiet; 
seem to stretch this ll^ue expedient a little feolher thaii: 
it will all^w. I, who fqr several months undey^ndt to 
examine iota the late managemeat of piQQmftaqd tHbg^. 
vaa content sometimes tagive onl^ a few hiiiti of i^eiMm: 
matters, wbidx I had charity eooii^ ta wish viiglH h(^ 
buried for ever IB ^Mirliin if ]\r 7^ iSifiifn i ni' ^iif m" 
people had not forced tbem from Boe. One lUBtaBce 
lihereci^ among many, is the business (tf ^'I'^Si ^ tsa^ 
j(ect of a letter I am now eonsidermg* li this piece has 
been written by direction as I should be apt to sui^ct, 
jet, I am confident, they wouMnot harveus tlnnk so^ be- 
cause it is a sort of chaUeng^ to let the worid into te 
whole secret of Gregg's affair* But I suppose th^ are 
confident itis what I am not master of, whorcin it iaodds 
but they may be mistaken : for I believe the memoriab 
rf that transactioa are better j^reserved, than tbey seem 
ta be aware of, as perhaps may one day appear* 

This writer is (^nded, because I have said 00 ombj 
severe, things with appMcatioa to particutar 
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Hie Medley bas been ^en io the same story: if tbey 
eoDdemn k as a crime m general, I shaH not much object ; 
at leasl I wfA flUow it 8bealdH[)e done ^h truth and 
oaoUoB : bat, by irlial argument will they undektake to 
prove tiiat it is pardonable on one side, and not on die 
ether ? Sifice the late chan^ of ministry, I have obser- 
yed HMuiy of that party take up a new style, and teH us, 
^ Tliat this way of personal reflection ought nol to foe en- 
dured; ihey could not iqpprove of it; it was againrt 
charity^ and good manners." When the whigs were in 
^wer, they took special care to keep their adversarieis 
«leat^ then all kind ^falsehood and scurrffity was doing 
good service to ihe cause, and detecting evil principles. 
'Now, .that the iiftce of things is changed, and we have 
liberty to retort upon them, they are for cdling down 
fire from Heaven upon us , thoi^h, by a sort of indul- 
gence which they were strangers to, we allow diem equal 
liberty of the press with ourselves; and they even now 
mate greater use of it, against persons in the highest 
pqfwer mid cre^t, tlian we do against those who have 
been, discarded, for the most infamous abuse of both. 

Who encouraged and rewarded the Observator and 
Review, for many years together, in chargmg the whole 
body of the clergy with the most odious crimes and opi- 
nions ; in declaring all who took oaths to the government, 
and called themselves tories, to be worse than papists and 
jionjaroTs ; in exposing the universities, as seminaries of 
the most pernicious principles in chui-ch and state ; in 
defending the rebellion, and the murder of King Charles I, 
which they asserted to be altogether as. justifiable as the 
late revolution ? Is there a great man now in power, or 
in any credit with the queen, whom those worthy under- 
takers have not treated, by name, in the most ignominious 
manner ? Even since this great change of affairs, with 
l^at amazing licentiousness has the writer of the Medl^ 
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attacked every p^rsoo i>f the present mialfltry, the spedke^ 
of the house of conunons, and the wh<^e senate ! He hm 
turned into ridicule the results of the ccmncil and ihe par- 
liament, as well as the just and g^oerous ^ideavoiaB «f 
the latter, to paj the debts, and restore the credit of the 
nation, almostruined by the cormptiion and mana^meat 
of his own party. 

And i|re these the peofde who complain df personai 
reflections; who so confidently invoke the men in power 
(whom they have so highly obliged) to punish or silence 
me for reflecting on their exj^oded heroes? Is there 
no difference between men <:ho6en by the (nrince, reve* 
renoed by the people for their virtue, and others reject 
by both for the highest demerits ? Shall the Medley and 
faisbrotliers fly out with impunity against those who pf^ 
side at the helm ? and am I to be torn in [Heces, because 
I censure others, who, for endeavouring to s{^t the vessel 
against a rock, are put under the hatches ? 

I now proceed to the pamphlet which I intend to Con- 
sider. It is a letter written to seven great '^^lien, who 
were appointed -to examine Gregg in Kewgate. The 
writer tells their lordships, that the Examiner has chaig^ 
ed them with endeavouiing, by bribeiy and subornation 
of that criminal, to take away Mr. Harley's life. If there 
be any thing among the papers I have writ, which may 
be applied to these persons, it would have' become this 
author^to have cleared diem fiiUy from the accusatios, 
anci then he might at leisure have fallen upon me as a 
liar and misrepresenter ; but of that he has not oflered a 
syllable: the weight of his-chai^e lies here; that such 
an author as the Examiner, should presume, by certain 
innuendoes, to accuse any great persons of such -a^srine. 
My business, in those papers, was to represent facts; and 
I was as sparing as possible of reflecting upon particular 
persons : but the mischief is, that the readers have always 
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ioimd names to tally with those faets; and I know no 
reBied7 foff this. Asloi* lostaDceyiii the case h^e before 
OS. Aa under clerk in the secretarj^s office, of 6fty 
pomids a jear, is discovered to hold correspondence 
inth Prance, and ap|>rehended by his roaster's order, be- 
Ave be could have eppertumty to make his escape b^ 
the private wsuming of a certain person, a professed ene- 
my, to the secretary. The criminal is condemned to die. 
It is Coond, upon his trial, that he was a poor profligate fel- 
low : the secretary^ at that time, was under itie mortal ha- 
tred of a violent prevailing party, who dreaded him for his 
great • abilities, and his avowed design to break their de- 
structive measures. 

It was very well known, that a secretary of statehas little 
or no intercourse with the lower-clerks, but with the under 
aeoretaries, who are the more immediate mas^rs of those 
clerks, and are, and ought to be, as they then were, gen- 
tlemen of worth : however, it would pass well enough in 
the world, that Gregg was employed in Mr. Secretary 
Barley's office, and was consequently one of his clerks, 
which would be ground enough to build upon it what 
fuggestions they pleased. Then for the criminal, he was 
needy and vicious : he owed his death to the secretary's 
ivatchful pursuit of him, and would therefore probably 
incline to hearken to any offers that would save his life, 
gratify his revenge, and make him ea^y 4n his fortune : 
80 that, if a work of darkness were to be -done, it must be 
confessed, here were proper motives, and a proper instru- 
ment But ought we to suspect any persons of such a 
dkboUcal practice ? can all faith and honour and justice 
be thus violated by men ? questions proper for a pulpit, 
or well l^ecoming a philosopher : but what if it were, reg- 
nandi causd^ and tbat perhaps in a literal sense ? Is this 
an age of the world to tliiuk crimes improbable because 
ihey are great ? Perhaps it is ; but what shall we say to 
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some of thofle eiretiftuiUiiceft vfakh attetid^ Mb fisct? 
Vho gave rise to this report against Mr. Harley ? wifl 
any of his enemies confess, in cold blood, that Aey Ad 
•cither believe, suspect, or imagine, the secretary, and oirt 
of his under cledcs, to be joined in corresponding idth 
France ? Some of them, I shoald think, kneiv better ii/fcat 
belonged to such a correspondence, and how it oi^t to 
be managed. The nature of Oregg'^^rime was such, as 
to be best performed without any accomplices ataH; 
it was, to be a ispy here for the Fr^dch, and to tell them 
all he knew ; and it appears, by his letters, that he nevar 
had it in his power to let them into any thing of import 
tance. The copy of the queen's letter to the emperor, 
which*he sent to the enemy, and has made such a noise, i 
was only to desire that Prince Eugene might be employed 
to command in Spain ; which, for six weeks before, had 
been mentioned in alt the Oazettes of Europe. It was 
evident, from the matter of biis lettera, that no man of 
consequence could have any share in them. The whole af- 
fair had been examined in the catnnet twp months befi»e 
and tliere found and repOTted as only Affecting the person 
of Gregg, who, to supply Ms vices and his wants, was 
tempted to engage in that correspondence ; it is therefore 
hard to conceive, how that examination should be resu- 
med, after such a distance of time, with any fair or ho- 
nourable intention. Why were not Gregg^s examinations 
published, which were signed by his own hand, and had 
been taken in the cabinet two months before the com- 
mittee of the house was appointed to re-examine him ? 
why was he pressed so close, to cry out with hraror, 
" Good God I would you have me accuse Mr. Hftrley, 
when he is wholly innocent ?" why were all the answers 
returned to the queries sent him, immediately blmied ? I 
cannot, in my conscience, but think that the party was 
bound hi honoiu- to procure Gregg a pardon, whidi was 
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^opevify promised him ixpoa cooditieii of ttiakfaig an iti- 
genuous eoofeeeioii, unless thej had some other notioiis €t 
vrbBi is ingeoaous, ihznhiiamaDGSfy roeaot b^ that wocd. 
A coofeaBloQ may be aeverthekst iqgenuoos, fornot ao- 
sweriag ^b^ hopea or deaigng of thoee who take it: bat» 
tkfftigh the word was ptAMcly used, the definitioQ of it 
was resenred to private interpretatioo, and by a twpd- 
dous InmuMir e$ Ibrtone a most ^t^tions, thou^ re- 
pesliog vittaln, was hanged for Im yirtiie. It could not 
indeedeoDBist with any kind of prudence then in fashi^ 
to spare his fife; and thereby leave it in Us power, at any 
time, to detect th^ praetkes, ^iiidi he might afterward 
do At any tkne, with so mueh tumour to himself 

But I have die luck to be accused by this authw in 
Tory good c<m)pany; the two houses of parliament in 
general, and the speaker of the house of commons in paP' 
titular; whom he. tastes with falsehood and absurdity, as 
well as myself though in a more respectfid manner, and 
by a sort of irony. The whole kingdom had given the 
saihe interpretation that I had done, to some certain pas- 
sages in the address from both houses, upon the attempt of 
Oniscard ; friendb and enemies agreed in iqpplying the 
woh) faedon. But the speaker is much etearer; talks 
(ss I have mentioned in another place) of some unparal* 
I^'led s^tempts, and uses other terms that come pretty 
home to the point. As to what the parliament affirms^ 
this ai^hor i&akes it fiist as absurd and impracticable as 
he can ? and then pretends to yield, as pressed by so 
gi^eat an authority ; and explain^ their meaning into non- 
s^se, in c»rder to luring diem <^from reflecting upon his 
party. Then for the ^aker, this writer says, he is but 
ft ^ngk man ; and, because his speech was in words too 
dkeet to avoid,* he advises him to save his hcmour and 

* This ^rord is improperly used here, both in point of lease fluid 
Si'^mmar. It shoald be^too direct 4o be evaded, S. 
VOL.' IV. h 
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virtue, by owning asotedBm id speech ; and to wdte 
leflB GonecUy, rather thao mean malkloiisly. What an 
expedient this advocate has found to remove the load 
of an accusation ! Ke aosw^oi, '' The crime is honriUe; 
that great men ought not to^be thus.insoilently cfaaiged.'' 
I repfy^ ^ That the parlianient and speaker appefpr, k 
many points, to be <^ the same opinion."r-He lejoiitf, 
^ Tk9l he is pressed by too great an authoritj ; that 
perhaps those wise assemblies,^ and that bonourable gen- 
tleman (who besides is but a nngle man) may probab^ 
speak nonsense f they must either deliver, a soledsm, or 
be malicious; and, in good manners* he rather Akikai it 
may be the fwmCT," 

The writer of the letter, having thus despatched tbe 
Examine, falls iKxt upon a pap^ called Secret Traiisao 
lions, Sx. written, as he tdls us, by one Francis UoSam, 
and the ordinary of Newgate, persons whom I haye pot 
the honour to be known to (wliate ver my betters may he| 
nor have yet seen their productions: but, by what m 
cited from them in the letter, it should seem, they hx^ 
made some untoward observations; however, tbe same 
answer still serves : not a word to control what they say; 
only they are a couple of darbig^ insolent wretches, to re- 
flect upon the greatest and best men in England; an<i 
there is an end. I have no sort of regard for that same 
Hoffman, to whose character I am- a perfect stranger; 
but metbinks the ordinary of Newgate should be treated 
with more respect, considering what company he bai 
kept, and what visiters he may have had. Howerei^ I 
shall not enter into a point of controven^, whether toe 
lords were acquainted with the ordinary, or theordipsiT 
with the lords, since this author leaves it undecided. 
Only one thing I take to be a little hard. It is now eoo- 
fessed on all hands, that Mr. Harley was most unjustly 
-^ispected of joining with an under clerk, in corre^pOP"' 
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log with France ; the suspicion being in itself unreseon* 
i*ae, and -vtithout the lea^ probable groumis, wise men • 
b^D to consider what violent enemies that gentleman 
bad: they found the report most industriously spread ; . 
the wb^ in connnon dkconrse, discovering their wishes, 
that he might be found guilty : the management of tiife 
t^hole affkir was put into the hancb of such as, it is sup- 
posed, would at least not be swry to find more Uian they 
aqpeeted. The criminal's dying ^ech is unfintunately 
pabl^bled, whetrdn he th»iks God he was not tempted to 
save his life by falsely accusing his master; with more to 
the same purpose: from all this put t(^ether, it was no 
very unnatural conjecture, that there might have been 
some tamping. Now, I say, it is a Mttle hard, that 
Mr. Harley^s hicnds must not be allowed to have their 
suspicions, as well as his enemies r and this mithor, if he 
iolended to deal fairly, should have ^nt one paragrs^h 
m railhig at those who had the impudence and villany 
to suspect Mr. Hariey, and then proceeded in due 
method to A<deoA his committee of examiners : but that 
gentleman being, as this author says of the speaker, but 
a singl eman, I suppose his reputation and life were es- 
teemed but of little consequence. 

There is one state of the case in this letter, which I 
cannot well omit, because the autlnn', I suppose, conceives 
it to be extremely cunning and malicious ; that it cuts 
to Ae quick, smd is wonderfiilly severe upon Mr. Har- 
ley, without exposing the writer to any danger. I say 
this to gratify him, to let him know I. take his meaning, 
and discover his inclinations. His parallel case is this : 
*' Supposing Guiscard had been intimate with some great 
officer of state, and had been suspected to communicate 
hb mo^t seoret alTairs with that minister ;" then he asks, 
" Whether it would have been subornation, or seeking the 
Itfe and blood of that officer, in these great lords of the 
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council, if they hlul lianrowly exami&ed tlib «i&&r» iii- 
t|uired irifh all exactnan what he luiew of this great 
^Scer,vliat secrets he had iknpatrted to Mid, atid idietber 
he were privy to hfe correspoDding ?** &c. In ^s pa- 
rallel, Guiscard's case is BUi^x>sed to be the same w^ 
Gregg's: and that of the great officer, inth Ilfr. B^ey's. 
So tbatheirehelaysdownasati^og granted, that Gregg 
was intimate with Mr. Hffirley, and suspected td eoramtt- 
mcate his most secret afibirs to him. Now did ever sdiy 
rational man suspect, that Mr. Harley, first principal see* 
retary of state, was intimUte with an u^er clerk, or upon 

' the foot of having most secret tSejxs communicated to 
liim from such a counsellor, fi;om one in so in^^ior » 
station, whom perhaps he hardly knew by sight ? why 
was that report raised, but for the uses which were af- 
terwards made of it ? or, why should we wonder tteit 
they, who were so wicked as to be authors of % would 
be scrupulous In applying it to the only purpose for 
which it could be raised ? 

Hiiving thus conndered the main des^ (tf tMs letter) 
I shall make a few remariu upon some particular pasG»- 

' ges in it. 

First. Though it be of no consequence to this dispute, 
I cannot but observe a most evident fokehood, whidi he 
repeats three or four times in his letter, that I make thfe 
world believe I am set on work by great people. I re- 
member my^f to have several times affirmed the direct 
contrary, and so I do still; and if I durst tell him my 
name, -which he is ^o desirous to know, he would be con- 
vinced that I am of a temper to think no man great enough 
to set me on woik ; nay, I am content to own all the 
scurrilous titles he gives me^ if he be able to find one in- 
nuendo through all those papers that can any way fa- 
vour this calumny : the malice of which is nof intended 
«^in8t me, but the present ministry ; to make the worid 
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belieire, that idmtl hiive piddiibed is tiie utmost effbrt 
^ail they can say. or tbtokagtiast the last: whereasitis 
pothiag mote thui thecoomuMa observatioiis <^a |[Hrivate 
ln^Il, 4adiiciDg coDsequeoces aad ^ects fixw 
aod visiUe caiues. 

£te tells lis, irith greo^ pxopii^ of i^>eecb,^ that the 
aeinectkiids and their fitoids, are treated ak subveiters of 
tlie GoostkutkiD, and such as have been long endeavour- 
ing to destroy bodi ch^irch and state. This pi|ts me in 
BBdud of one, who fiist murdered a man* and afterward 
eiideaYoured to MU him : and therefore I here solemnly 
deny tite^i *to have been subverters of the constitution ; 
but that some peopte did their best endeavours, I confi- 
deiitty believe. 

Me tells me particularly, that I acquit Guiscard^ 
hf a bhiader, of a design against Mr. Hurley's life. I 
d^clas€ he injures mef for I look upon Guiscard to be 
Ml as guiHy of the design, as even Uiose were who tam- 
pered with the Imsiness of Gregg ; and both (to ayokl all 
HKvUBkig) as guilty as ever any man was that suffered 
,4eath by law. 

He calls the stabbing of Mr. Harley, a sore blow $ 
biitl suppose he meanshis recovery: that indeed was a 
soi'e blow to the interests of his party : but I take the 
buBUiess of Gr^ to have been a much sorer blow totheur 
ie|iiltation« 

This writer wonders how I should know their lord- 
^ps' hearts, because he hardly knows his own. I dc^ 
not well see the consequence of this : perhaps he never 
examki^ into his own heart ; perhaps it keeps^ no corres- 
pondence with Ins tongue or his pen : I hope, at least, 
it is a stranger to those foul terms he has strewed throu^ 
out his letter; odierwise I fear I know it too well : for 
0ut of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh. 
^But^ however, actions are jHretty good discoverers of the 
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heart, tbouf^ words are not} and w]H>^erhas oDce M- 
deaToured toiake away mjJIfe, if be has still the saix^ 
•r rather much:gi:ealar cause* :ivlnther it be a just one 
or not, and has nerer shown the least i^ of remexsef I 
may venture, without being a conjurer, to Imow ao BMidi 
of his heart, as to believe he wimld repeat his attempt^^if 
it were in his power. I nuist needs jquote, some £rilow- 
ing lines in the same page, which mre of an extiaoEc&aaxx 
kind, and seem to describe the blessed age we diooU 
live in, under tlie return of th^ lat^ administratien. ^ It 
is f ery well," says he, " that pec^le's, heads are to stand 
on their shoulders as long as the laWs will let t^£^ ; if it 
depended upon any thing besides, it may be yoinr iot^ 
ships' seven heads might be a& soon cut oif as (hat one 
gentlenian's, were you in power*'* Then he coiicludes 
the. paragraph with this charitable prayer^ is^ the ^rue 
moderation style, aini in Italic letter: " May. the head 
that has done tlue kingdom the^greatest mischief, faU tot, 
let it be whose it will !" The plain meaning of which is 
this : If tlie late minlstay were in power, they would aot 
just as the present miuistiy would if there were no Hw^ 
whidi perhaps may be true : but I know not any ministry 
upon earth that I durst confide m% witho^ law; and i^ 
at their coming in again, they d^iguto jvak^ theii: pow- 
er the law, they may as easily cut off seven heads as one. 
As for the head that has done the greatest mischief to 
the kingdom, I cannot consent it should fall, tiU he and 
I have settled the meaning of the word mischief. I^ei- 
ther do I much apj^rove this renewing an old fashion of 
^whipping off heads by a prayer ; it began from wiiat some 
of us tMnk an ill precedent. Then that unlimited clause, 
let It be whose it will, perplexes me not a little ; I wisli 
in compliance with an old form, he had excepted my lord 
inayor: otherwise, if it were to be determined by their vote, 
whose head it was that had done the greatest mischief; 
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irMcli way can We tell how fttr then- predecefsors' princi- 
fjleg ftiay have iBfluaiced theni ? God preseire Ae queen 
dnid beT ministers from siich undistingtt&^ing disposers of 
hesd^! 

fiis remarks tipon what the ordinary told Hoffman, 
are dngular enough. The wdinary's words arc, " That 
so many eddeaTours were used to corrupt Gregg's con- 
feeientce, drc. that he felt as much uneasiness lest Gregg 
shduld betray his master, as if it had been his own cdse." 
The author of the letter says to this, " That, for aught 
&e or^nary knew, he might confess what was exactly 
trtie of his master : and that therefore an indifferent per- 
son might as well be iiiseasy, for fear Gregg should dis- 
cover something of his miffiter, that would touch his life, 
and* yet mig^ have been true." But, if these were 
f^iHy the oi'diiiary's thoughts at that thne, they were 
honest and reasonable. He knew it was highly improba- 
Me that a person of Mr. Harley's character and station, 
'Should make use of such a confederate in treason : if he 
bdd suspected his loyalty, he could not have suspected 
lik understanding. And knowing how much Mr. Har- 
ley was feared and hated by the men in power, and ob- 
serving that resort to Gregg at unseasonable hours, and 
thkt dtrang^^HTon^ses were often made him by men of 
note; all this put together, might naturally incline the 
wdinary to think, the design coul4 be nothing else, but 
that Mr. Haiiey should be accused in spite of his inno- 
cence. 

This charge of subornation is, it seems, so extra- 
ordinary a crime, that the author challenges all the 
books in the new lord's library (because he hears it is 
the lai^est) to furnish us with an instance like it. What 
If this charge should be true? Then I, in my turn, 

.^ * It ought to be—* Tvhich yet might have been true. ♦ S^ 
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would diaileiige all the hmiks in another lon^B QWUTV 
whkh IS ten times larger (though p^haps not so often 
disturbed) to funifsh us inth aa instaiiee lil^ this, li'^ 
he so monstrous a thuig to accuse others of subonntiMi^ 
-what epithet is left to bestow upoo those who were roalfy 
guHtj of the crime itself? . I think it be j^d cootrov^ 
sy, that subornation was practised in the busioesftof 
Crregg. This manifestly af^)ears irom those few bt^l 
have mentioned : let the wh^ agree among them where 
to fix it* Kay, it is plain, by the great endeaTomn 
made to stifle his last speech, that they wcmld have sill)- 
orned the poor man ev^ after he was dead: andistliiB 
a matter now to be called in ^estaoo, much less to be 
denied ? * 

He compares the examination oi Guiscard with tbtt 
of Gregg; talks of several great persons who exaouoed 
the former in prison^ and promised him the queen's fla^ 
don, if he would make a full discovery. Then tfae«h 
th<Hr piUs the case, ^How wicked it would be to chufe 
these honourable counsellors with subcnming Guifoard ^ 
promises ot life, Six. to accuse the innocent, and betr^r 
his friends !" Does it any where appear, that thoee Bi- 
ble persons who ^nunined Guiscard, put leading qnf^- 
tions to him, or poin^d out where^ they would have him 
fix an accusation ? did they name some HMHrtal enemy rf 
their own, and then drop words of pardon and reward, if 
he would accuse him ? did Guiscard leave any p&p^ ^ 
hind him, to justify the innocence of some gres^ persoo 
whom he was tempted to accuse ? Yet perhaps I couW 
think of certain people, who were much nK»e likely ^ 
act in concert with Guiscard, than ever Mr. Harley was 
to be confederate with Gregg. I can imagine several 
who wished the penknife in Mr. Harley's heart, though 
Guiscard alone was desperate enough to attempt it^ Wbo 
w^re those, that by theurdis^iii^es, as well ok^onnffiOfflr 
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tiees diseoirered the&r joy wben tke blow was stiudE ? who 
were tliose, timt weot out, or stood silent, when the ad- 
^keas and congratolation weie voted? and who were 
IlKMe that refined so far, as to make Mr. Hariey confede* 
rale widi h]84>wn assaadn ? 

There is one pcnnt, which this author affirms more 
lliftfi once or twice in a trao^nt way, as if he would 
li«<re us suppose it a thing granted ; but is of such a 
we^it, that it w^nts nothing but truth to make the late 
(^nfuige of rainistrf a very useless and dangerous pro» 
oeeding: for, so it must be allowed, i( as he affimu^ 
^ ASkhs are still under the like muiagement, and nm«t 
be so, becmse there is no better ; ikni tUs set of men 
must take the same courses in their ministration, with 
^teir predecessors, or ten times worse; that tiienew 
servants go ^on in the old methods^ and give the same 
counsel imd advice, on the Mke occasions, widi the dd 
enes :'^ with more to the same purpose. A mftn maj^ 
-irfirm, without being of the cabinet, that every syllt^ 
^ ll& is absolutely fiftlse ; unless he means that money 
Isvt^ raised by partiament, and borrowed upou new 
fmrd^; that the Duke of M»%orongh stiH commaads the 
amy ; that we have a treasurer, keeper, president, and 
secretaries, as we had befwe; and that because the 
council meets much about the same times and places a» 
ftom^ly, therefore they give the same advke, and pur- 
sue the same measures* What does he think of finding 
i^inds to pay the old unprovided-for debt of tiie nayy^ 
and erecting a compai^ for the South Sea trade ? what 
does he think of Mr. Hill's e^Kpedition, to preserve our 
trade in the West Indies ? what, of the methods taken 
to mftke our allies pAy their quotas to the war, whicb 
w^ a thing so scandalously either neglected, connived 
sit, or encouraged ? what, of the care to retr^ch the ex- 
^[intaut expenses tf the Spanish war ? what, <tf those 
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many abuses and oomipdonfrat home, wfaicb have be^ 
00 nainowly inquired into, and ina good part redbwaKd?. 
EvDb, 80 deeplj radicated, mint require some tame to 
remedy them, and cannot bedlsetri^tiiiafewiMwathfe 
Besides, there are some circumstances known by A« 
names of honour, probity, good sense, greal capacity 
for bvsiness; as likewise, certain principles erf relipim 
and loyalty, the want, or possession of all which, wH 
make a mighty d^reoce even in the pursuit of. the 
same measures. There is also one characteristic, which 
wiU ever distinguish the late ministry from the {nresent ; 
that the former, sacrificing all other regards, to the in* 
crease of their wealth^and power, found thoae were oo^ 
otherwise to be preserved, but by continuance of the 
war; whereas the interests, as well as incliaaUops of the 
present, dispose them to make use of the first oi^portuoir 
ties,' for a safe and honourable peace* 

The writer goes on upon anothei^ parallel case, which 
is the m^dom way erf r^toing upon ft [»ince and min- 
istiy. He tells us, *' that the queen was brou^ to 
discard her <4d officers* through the multitude of comr 
plaints^ secret teanngs, and importunate damoursi of a 
rout of peofde, led by their priests, and spirited undi^r- 
hmui l^y . crafty emissaries." Would not any one who 
reads this,lmagine,^tl)at the whole rabble, with the cleigy 
at their h^ad, were if hii^ering in the queen's ear, or 
came, in disguise to desii^ a word with her majeslty, like 
the 9rn^. of the two kings of Brentford ? The unlnassed 
nskajprity of the nobility and gentry, of the kingdom, ftie 
. called, by this son of obscurity, a rout of peoj^e, and the 
clergy their leaders* We have often accused that party 
(or their evil talent of railing pei^tually against the 

* This is ungrammatical. iVb, is here an adjective, and cannot^ 
-with propriety, be connected with the adirerb, otAenvue— It shooNi 
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d«^, vy^ thej discovered at first witkout^aaj vm- 
ye reason or prov^oc^Ltioa, as conscioiis of the designs 
they had in riev, and tharefcnre wisely began by vilify- 
ing those whom they intended to destroy. I have 4>b- 
s^E^red foroicrly, thatthe party malice against the xkigy 
has beoi 60 Uind and IbmiBB, as to diarge them wkh 
o^oies wholly jboNQsiste^. I find they ure sUU m the 
same <M8ppsition, and that this writer has received di- 
re<^ion from bis «uperiai», to pnrsue ^e old stjle iqioa 
that article. Accordingly^ In the paragraph I am now 
upon, he refHresents that revmre^d body as leaden^ curies, 
and tools. First, he says, " that ro«t of secret teases^ 
(meanii^ the nolnlity and gentry of the ks^dom). were 
led by the priests." Then he assures us, ''that the 
queen will, in a year or tw(H begin to consider, who it 
was that cheated those poor priei^" And in case her 
majesty should have a mmd to Inring in the old ministry 
again, he comforts his party, " that ike priests are sel- 
dom w^^ing, to become the tools of ciuming managers.'' 
F-desire to know in what sense he would have us to un^ 
deritand, that these poor priests have been cheated. 
Are they cheated by a fand established for building fifty 
churches ? or by the ^leen's letter epipowering them to 
proceed on the business proper for a convocation ? i^at 
Gfte single advantage could they possibly lose by this 
diaOge ? They are still indeed dimsed every day m 
print, but it is by those who are without Uie power to 
hurt them ; the serpent has lost his i^ing, is trodden un* 
der foot, and its hissing is contemned. But he coi^ 
fidently affirms, ^ that, when it shall be thought fit to 
restore tlie old ministry, the priests wUl not be wantii^, 
to become the tools of their cunning managers.'' Thk 
I cannot by any means allow, unless they have some 
IMdden reserve pf cunning, which has never yei been 

.prQ4uced. The .cunnii^;est managers I eter ^oev 
L 3 
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naoDg them, wre, of all others, moat detested by tfce 
clei|y : neither do I rememb^ they haiFe been ever 
•«ble to make any of them tools, except by making thlwi 
bishops; erfen those few they were able td sediiee^ 
would not be their tools at a lower rate. 
. But, because this author, and others of hfs stahdttd,. 
effect to make use of that word toot, when they have 
t rohid to be shrewd and satirical ; I derfjre once for ^ 
to set them right A tool and an instrument, in the 
metaphorical sense, differ thus : the former is an engine 
in the hands of knaves ; ^ latter, in those of wise abd 
honest men. The greatest ministers are instruments' in 
the hands of princes, and so are princes themselves in 
the hands of God ; and in this sense, die clergy ^re 
ready i& be instruments of any good to the ]^nce^or 
people. But diat the clergy d England, tf oce the >e- 
formation, have at any time been the tools of a party^ 
is a calumny which history and ccmstant experience 
will immediately confote. Schismatic and fanatic 
preachers have indeed been perpetually employed Uimt^ 
way, witli good success ;- by the faction against King 
Charles I. to murdei^ their prince, and ruin the moiK 
archy ; by King James II. to Wng in popeiy : and ever 
since the revolution, to advance the unmeasuraUe a|K 
petite of powar aqd wcahh, among a set of profligate 
upstarts. But in all these three instances, the establish- 
ed clergy (except a very few, like tares among wheats 
and those generally soi^n by the enemy) were so far 
from being tools, that in the first, they were persecuted^ 
imprisoned, and deprived ; and in the two others, they 
were gi-eat .instruments, under God, for preserving our 
religion and liberty. 

In the same paragraph, which contains a project for 
turning out the present ninistry, and restoring the hist; 
^ owns, ^ih«t tht ^ueen is now served with more ebte* 
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i|iilou9 w«»^ more huorii^ ador«doii% anda more aeen- 
.iBgresii^ttioa to k^r win and pleasure^ ibm she was be- 
fore. Jkndiodeedjif this beoot tiue, her mirjeBty hm 
Ae wonst Kiek of any pnnoe io Cfaristeiidoiii. ^Rbe re- 
r&ae of tiiese {Enrages I take to be rude exi^esBioiis^ in- 
aoleiit ^ebayioar, aad a real oj^podtion toher majesty's 
inost jiHst and reasonable commands, wMch are the mUd- 
^st terms that the demeanoiirx^ some late p^sons toward 
tlieir prince, can deserre, in return of the highest farours 
that subjects eyer received, whereof a honored particur 
iars might be produced. Sa that» acemtlhig to our au- 
^iok's way of reasoning, I will put a parallel case in^ny 
turn. I havea servant to whom I am exceeding^ k^; 
1 reward him infinkely above his merit : be^de which, 
b% and his fao^ snap every thing they can lay thdr 
hands on : they will let none come nem* me, but thenv- 
selves and dependants ; they misrepresent my best bkiodat 
as my greatest enemies ; bendes, they are so saucy and: 
fiaalape^ there is no speakhig to them; so far from 
any respect, thikt they treat me as an in£^ior. At last 
i pluck up spirit, turn them all oui of doors, and take in- 
fiew ones; who are content with what I allow them, 
^ough I have less to spare than formeriy ; give me their 
best ^vice when I ask k, are constantly in the way, do 
what I' bid thein^ make a bow when they come fii and 
go mit, and always give me a respectliul answer. I sup- 
pose the writer of the letter would tell me that my pre* 
iBent domestics were indeed & little more civil, hut the 
former were better servants. 

There are two things wherewith this author is pecu* 
Karly angrj' : fii-st, at the licentious way of the scum oi 
nankind treating the greatest peers in the 'nation : se- 
condly^ that these hedge-writers (a f^&rase I unwillingly 
lend hSm, because it cost me some pains to invent) sel- 
Aoiftspealt: a WixA against any of the late ministry, but 
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the3r pfesently Ml to cosiplinieiit my lord treasmrer^ and 
others in great places. On the first, he brings but one in- 
stance : but I could produce fi good many hundred, mai 
does he think of the Obsenrator, the Reyiew, and die 
Medley ? in his own impartial judgment, may not they^ 
as foirly bid lor being the scum of mankind, as the Kx* 
aminer ? and have they not treated at least as vomy, and 
ahnost as great peers, in as infamous a manner? I grant 
indeed, that through the great defect iji truth, g^iius, 
learning, and commoo sense, among the Hbellers of that 
party, they being of no entertainment to the worid, after 
serving the present turn, were immediately Ibigoiten; 
But this we can remend)erin gross, that there was not ft 
great man in England, distinguished for his love to the mo* 
narchy or tlie church, who, under the appellations of to* 
ry, Jacobite, high-filer, and other cant words, was not 
represented as a public enemy, and loaden by name with 
all manner of obloquy. Nay, have they not even di£- 
tiui^ed the ashes, and endeavoured to blast the memcwies 
of the dead, and chiefly of those who lost their lives in 
the service of the monarchy and the church ? His other 
quarrel is at our flattering my lord treasurer, and other 
great persons in power. To which I shall only say, for 
every line written in praise of the present ministry, I 
will engage to furnish the author with three pages of the 
most fulsome panegyrics on the least deserving members 
of the last ; which is somewhat more than by the propor- 
tion of time, while they were in power, could fall to their 
share. Indeed, I am apt to think that the men of wit at 
least, will be more 4Bpanng in their incense of this kind 
for the future, and say no more of any great man, now at 
the helm, than they believe he deserves. Poems, dedi- 
cations, and other public encomiums, might be of use to 
those who were obliged to keepup ah unniitural spirit in 
the nation, by >aipply iiig it with art j and consequently the 
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mtbors deserved, njod somediaeg met, enjCQuragement aad 
reward. Bat diose ^at patriots bow at tbe head of af- 
^BoxB, are suffideatfy uipported by the uncompelled fa- 
TOBT of the queen, and the natural di^ositiou of the peo- 
ple. We can do them no service by our applauses, and 
tiicgrefaKe e^i^pect no paymenUi so that I IooJl upon this 
ktod of ^ock to have fallen at least ninety per cent since 
the great changes at court. 

lie puts a few questions^ whkh I am in scmie pain to 
aaswer. " Cannot," says he, « the successors be excel- 
lent men, unless the predecessors be villains ? cannot the 
queen change her minkt^ns, but they must presently be 
sueb as neither God nor man can endure ? do noblemen 
fail'firom all honour, virtue, and religion, because they 
are so unhaf^y as to fall from their prince's favour ?" I 
deske to s«y sometMng, in tbe first place, to this last 
qa€9ti<m ; which I answer in the negative. However, 
he will own, that ^' men should fall from their prince's fa- 
vour, wh^ they wte so unhappy as to faJl from a)l hon- 
our,, virtue^ and reli^^on ;" t^ughl must confess my be- 
lief at the same time, that some certain persons have late- 
ly foUen from favour, who could not, for a very manifest 
reason, be said, properly speaking, to fall from any of tbe 
other three. To his other questions I can only say, that 
theom38$ant language of the whig pamphleteers has been, 
d)is twelve-month past, to tell us, how dangerous a step 
it was to change die ministry at so ince a juncture; to 
shake our credit, disoblige our allies, and encourage 
the J^rench. Then this authmr tells us, that those dis- 
carded politicians were the greatest ministers we ever 
had : his brethren have said the same thing a hundred 
times. On the other side, the queen, upon long delibe- 
ration^ was resolved to part with them : the universal 
voice ^ the people was against them : her majesty is the 
iQOSt miM and gra<jous [nrinceu that ever reigned : we 
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iMTebcencoDstttilly vieloriiMU^ andaremin^; tte ti- 
dily iooridies aoder his perpetual lesees. If ilieae be 
tfae coDBeq^eoces of an able, faitMiI, diligent, and dndr 
fcl adffiiBijBtntiQo; of that astODiahiBg aacoess, he aaya 
Providenee has opowiied us with ; what eao be those tjf 
one directi^r contrairj ! Bbt, not to enter into a wi^ 
fidd at present, I faitfafiiRf promke the author ef^t^ 
letter, hig correspondents, his patrons, and his brc^Hffiii, 
that this niTStery of iniquitj AM be^veiy sfacnrtly^ laid 
open to the Tiew of the world r when the most ignoraift 
^and prejudiced reader will, I hope, be convinced, 1^ 
fects not to be controlled, how miseraMy this-pocnr Idadg- 
dom had been deluded to the very bnnk of destnietiffis. 
He would have it, that the peof^ of England have 
lost thdr senses ; are bewkdied and cheated, rnnd and 
without undostaading : but Uiat all this will go off by 
d^ees^ and then his great men will recover thehr esteem 
and isedit I <Md, in one of my papers, overthrow thk 
idle affected opinion, which has been a thoiosand timia 
urged by those who most wished, and least beMeved If: 
I there showed the dtfTerence between a short madness 
of the people and their natural bent or genius. I remem- 
ber, when King James II. went from England, he left a 
paper behind him, with expressions much to the same 
purpose; hoping, afnong othar things, that God would 
open the eyes of the natiom Too much zeal for }dare^ 
Hgion brought us then in danger of popery and arMtraiy 
power; too much ii^delity, avarice, and ambidoo, 
brought us lately into^ equal danger of atheism and attr 
«rchy. The people have not yet opened their eyes, to 
see any advantage in the two former : nor, I hope, will 
ever find their senses enough to discover the blessings of 
the two latter. Cannot I see things in another light than 
diis author and his party do, idthout being Wind ? js my 
^mdiMtanding: lost when iLdiff^rs ftom theirs? am I 
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dwated, beiritehed, aad <mt <tf my sefisesj'becflnMe I tUidl: 
Aoae lo faaTe been betrayers of eur ^serailry, wlioin they 
•afipmtrioto? 

He hopes his seren cenespoDdent^ will nerer vmt 
thdr fdmes; but is in pun for the poor kkigten, ktt 
their places shoald want them. Kow I hare exiuniiied 
this mattav and am not at all discouraged* Two of 
th^n^ hold tiieir places still, and are likely to coothme 
hi them : two ro<»e weregovemors <^ islands :t I beiieTe 
the author does not imagine those to be among the places 
vfeidi will want men to fill, them. God be ^hanked,>a 
maoi may command the heefeedtrsX without being a sol* 
^ber; I will at any time undertake to do k niyselt 
Th^tt would be a IttUe hard, if the qiteen should be at 
a loss for a stemmri^ iaherfmnil^. So that, upon the 
whole, I see but one gi«at employment whkh is in any 
danger of wmitkig a suiMent person toezecuteit We 
mnstilo sfi well as wtf can: yet I have been tdd, that 
die bare business of prmdk^ m tmmdl || does not Ye» 
(pike such very transcendent sMHties; and I mn mistar 
fcen, if, till within these late years, we have not been 
seme ages without that office. So that I hope tfainp 
ms^.go well enough provided the keepm*, treasurer, and 
both the secretaries wMl do their Cities; andit is haf^y 
for the nation, that none of their seven loi^bhips teft any 
of those i^aces to want them. 

•The Duk« of SomeMet, Master of the boTie, and the Barf of Hali- 
fex, auditor of the receipts of the Exchequer. N^ 

f The Earl of Wharton, lord lieutenant of Ireland, and the Duke 
©f Bolton, governor of the Isle of Wight. N; 

4 Charles Lord Viscount Townshend, oaptnn of the yeomen of 
the guard. N. 

\ William Cavendish Duke of Devonshire. N. 

II John Lord Somers. Sec the Journal to Stella^ Jan. 24, 1710? 
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The writer of tbe letter coBcludeB it wkh ""aoftppetl 
to all the princes and states of Europe, firiends and ene- 
mies, by name, to give their judgment, nrhetfiCT they 
think the late ministry were wanting in fiuthivdnesB, 
i^lities, or diligence, to serve their prince and coim- 
try ?" Now, if he speaks by order of his party, I am 
hoffibly of opinion, they have incurred a prammdrey fdr 
appealing to a fore^ jurisdiction ; and her majesty may 
setee their goods and diattek whenever she pleases. lo 
the mean time, I will not accept his appeal, which has 
be^n rejected by the queen and both houses <^ parik- 
nient. But, let a fair jury be impannelled in any comh 
ty of England, and I will be determined by their veidiet 
First, he manes the King of France and all his counsel- 
knrs, with the Pretender and all his favourers and abettois. 
These I except against : I know they will readily judge 
the late ministry to be feithful, able, and diligent, in 
lervii^ their prince and country. The counsels of some 
peq)le have, in their way, served very much to promote 
the service of the Pretender, and to enable the French 
king to assist him ; and is not he, in that monarches <qpi- 
nion as well as his own, their lawful prince? I excq>t 
i^ainst the emperor and the states ; because it can be 
proved upon them, that the plaintiffs and they have an 
understanding together. I except against any (nince 
who makes unreasonable demands, and threatens to re- 
call his troops if they be not complied with ; because 
they have J)een forced of late to diange their language, 
and may perhaps be shortly obliged to observe their ar- 
ticles more strictly. I should be sony, for the appealers' 
sakes, to have their case referred to the Kings of Sweden 
and Denmark, who iufatlibly^ would decree them to be all 
hanged up for their insolence to their sovereign. But, 
above all, the King of Spain would certainly be against 
them, when be considers with how scandalous a neglect 

Digitized by Google 



TO THE SEVEK LORDS, Ae. 261 

bii interests have been nmnaged; and that the fiiU pos- 
sesnoa of his kingdom Tvas made a sa^ifice to those, 
whose private or party interest swayed them to the cou- 
dniiaiice of the war. The author had reason to omit 
the grand seignior and czar in the list of his judges: The 
decreet of those princes are too sudden Bud sanguinary ; 
and their lessons to instruct sufegects in behaviour to their 
princes, l^ strangling them wiUi a bowstring, or flinging 
them to be devoured alive by hogs, were enough to de^ 
ter them from submitting to thehr jurisdiction^ 
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JOURNEY TO PARIS; 

TOGETHER WITH 

SOME SECRET TRANSACTIONS 

BETWEEN THE 

FRENCH KING 

AMD 

AN ENGLISH GENTLEMAN. 
BY THE SIEUR DU BAUDRIER. 

TBAKSLATID VROM TBI VSBUCH. 

Firsi Printed far Jukn MarpherVy 1711. 

'* I had rather be thoaght a good Englishman than the best Poet, or 
the greatest scholar, that ever wrote." 

Peiob, Preface to ** SolomOn^ 
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" I have just thought of a project to bite the town. I have told 
you, that it is now known that Mr. Prior has been lately ia France. 
I will make a printer of iny own sit by me one day; and I will dictate 
to him a formal relation of Prior^s Journey, with several particulars, 
all pure invention ] and I doubt not but it will take.** Journal to 
SteUa, Aug 31, 1711. 

** This morning the printer sent me an account of Prior> Journey ; 
it makes a twopenny pamphlet: I suppose you will see it, for I dare 
say it will run. It is a formal grave lie, from the beginning to the end. 
I wrote all but the last page; that I dictated, and the printer wroCe. 
Mr. Secretary tent to me, to dine where he did : it was at Prior's. 
When I came in, Prior showed me the pamphlet, seemed to be angry, 
and said, *Here is our English Liberty !^ I read some of it; said, *l 
liked it mightily, and envied the rogue the thought; for had it come 
into my head, I should have certainly done it myself. Prior owned . 
his having been in France ; for it was past denying. It seems he was 
discovered by a rascal at Dover, who had positive orders to let him 
paw."— Ibid. Sept. 11. 

" The printer told me he sold yc:terday a thousand of Prior's 
Journey, and had printed five hundred more. It will do rarely I be- 
lieve, and is a pure bite." — Ibid. Sept. 12. 

** Prior's Journey sells still ; they have sold two thousand, although 
the town is empty."~lbid. Sept. 24. 

** Xiiere came ouisome time ago an account of Mr. Prior's Journey 
to France, pretended to be a translation ; it is a pure invention from 
the beginning to the end. I will let your Grace into the secret of it 
The clamours of a party against any peace without Spain, and rail- 
ing at the ministry as if they desigoed to ruin us, occasioned that 
production, out of indignity and contempt, by way of furnishing fook 
with something to talk of j and it has had a very great effect." 
Letter to Abp. King, Oct. 1, 1711. 
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-THE 

TRANSLATOR 

TO THE 

READER 



The original of the following discourse was transmit- 
ted to me three days ago from the Hague, to which town 
it was sent from France; but in the title-page there was 
no mention of the place "where it was printed, only the 
author's name at length, and the year of our lord. That 
the tract is genuine, I believe no person will doubt. 
You see all along tlie vanity of that nation, in a mean 
man giving himself the airs of a secretary, when it ap- 
pears, by several circumstances, that he was received 
only as a menial s ervant. It were to be wished, the author 
hadbeeo oneof more importance, andfarther trusted in the 
secrets of h5s master's negotiation ; but, to make amends', 
he informs us of several particulars, which one of more 
consequence would not have given himself the trouble 
vhmxi : and these particulars are such, as we at home will 
perhaps be curious to know ; not to mention that he gives 
us much light into some things that are of great moment ; 
and by his not pretending to know more, we cannot doubt 
the truth of what he relates. 

It is plain, he waited at table, carried his master's va- 
lise, and attended in his bedchamber; though he takes 
care to tell us, that Mcnsiemr Prior made many excuses 
and apoli^es, because these mean ojflices appear very in- 
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256 PREFACE TO PRIOR'S JOURNEY. 

coDiisteiit with tte diariicter irf'aecretaiy, whkh he wouU 
seem to set up lor. 

IshaU make noreflectioiM oa this important affair, dot 
iiponthecoiiBequeiicea we m9^ expect from it Torea* 
M» upon aecreta of state, without knowing ail the spiim^ 
and motioDs ei them. Is too common a talent among U8» 
and the foundation of a thousand enrors. Here is roon 
enou^ for speculationB ; but I advise the reader to let 
them serve for his own entertainmen^, without trouUiqg 
the wOTld with Ills remarks. 
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TO 



MONSIEUR **<>*** 

AT ESTAPLE * 



Sib, 

I DorBT not but you are curious, as many others ar^ 
to know the secret of Monsieur Prior an Englidi gentle- 
man^s late journey from London to Paris. Perhaps 
living retired as you do, you may not have heard of 
this person, though some years ago he was very much 
distinguidied at Paris, and in good esteem even with 
our august monarch. I must let you so far into his 
character, as to tell you, that Monsieur Prior has sig- 
nalized himself both as an eminent poet,' and man of 
business ; was very much valued by the late King Wil- 
liam, who employed him in important affairs, both in 
England and Holland. He was secretary to the Eng- 
lish embassy, at the treaty of Ryswick ; and afterward* 
to my Lords the Counts of Portland and Jei-sey ; and in 
the absence of the latter, managed for some time the af- 
fairs of England at our court by himself. Since the 
reign of Ctueen Anne, he was employed as commissioner 
of trade ; but the ministry changing soon after Queen 
Anne's coming to the crown. Monsieur Prior, who was. 
th(Hight too much attached to the Rigides,! was laid 

* A sea port town in the Boulonnoif*. Swirr. 
f Tories. SwtfT. 
VOL. IV. M , 
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adde ; and ^ed pchratety i^ Cantoidge,^ irhef« h^h 
% pvoienor, tiU be vas recalled by the ffreeetA mitilttiy. 
About two months ago, our king,! re8o]TSv^; od^ 
ipove to give peace to Bim^ notwithstmidTng the #ifi- 
liBbiog ooodttloo of his fleets aod armies, the gcorf|)<te- 
tiiae of his finaaciB, that Ms grandson was tAmost tti^t^ 
settled in the quiet possession of Spain, and that Ae 
affite of the north were changing every day to his^fl- 
vaotfl|(e ; afkmd the court of England to send a mvi^ 
as Isr as Boulogne, who should be there met hj loffle 
pereon from England, to treat the overtures of a pface. 
Upon the first notice that this was agreed to, the t^ 
immediately despatched Monsieur de Torcy, in wb«n 
he very much confides, to Boulogne, where be toolt 
lodging at a private house in the Fauxbourg, at one Mr. 
de Marais, a marchand de soy, who is married to an 
English woman, that formerly had boen a smanU to 
oniej of the forementioned English ambassador's laScs, 
over against the host^llerie de St. Jean. Mondcor 
-stayed six days with much impatience; when, W* *t 
evening, on Wednesday the 14th of July, (new styl^ 
a person, whom we afterward knew to be MofWfew 
Prior, came directly to the door, and inquired for Mon- 
sieur de la Bastide, the name and place, I suppose 
having been before concerted. He was immediately 
shown unto Monsieur Torcy ; where, as I am inform^ 
tliey were shut up for three hours together, without any 
refreshment, though Monsieur Prior had rid post ^^ 
Calais that day in a great deal of rain. The next 
morning I was gent for, in all haste, by Moment ^ 

'♦A mistake of the author ; for Monfiieur Prior did not retire *• 
Cambridge, nor is a iurofessor, but a fellow. 3virT. 

t Lewis XIV. The author, it should be remembered, is writing «» 
the character of a FrenchmaD. N. 

% Probably the CooDtesi of Jersey, who waa a Roman Cftt^oIi<^' N- 
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MBM]B,«hotoldBie» "^ tbat a peiwm of quality, as he 
wmptciedy \9kify eome fiom England, had some occasion 
fcr a secretaiy J and^ beoaose he knew I understood the 
1m^Ii««% irr^le a tolenble hand, had been ocmvenaiit 
jrMKparBQQs of qualiiy, aod foc&ieiiy tiasled irith sfr. 
«Eetft of unportaoce, had been soUod to^reeoniBiefid me 
to tbe said gentleman; to.serre lura in that quality.'* 1 
was knmediately c^led up, and pfesented to Mr. ftlor ; 
«|io .^xosted me with great civility, and,«fter some con- 
TersatioQ^ was pleased to tdi me, "I hadfidly aimemt 
the character Monsieur de Marais had gfyen me.^' 
Frpm this time, to the day Monsiair Pdor feft Cahiis in 
order to reUim to England, Imay pretend to give you 
1^ faithful account of all his mc^ions^ and 8<Nue probaMe' 
conjectures of hb whole negotiation between Boulogne 
and Versailles. 

But perhaps, sir, you may be farther curious to know 
the particulars of Monsieur Prior's journey to Boulogne. 
It is reported, that some time before the peace of Rys- 
wick, Kix^ William did despatch this very gentlemen to 
Paris, upon the same account for which he now came. 
fim possibly m%ht be (be motive (beside the known 
alyiHties of Monsieur Prior) to send hkn a second time. 
The blowing particulars I heard in discourse between 
Mademoisejle de Marai&andher husband ; which, being 
BO great secrets on our side the water, I suppose w^e 
lold without consequence. 

. Monsieur Pricnr, having received hi^ instructions ftom 
tiie Eng^^ court, under pretence of taking a short 
jour&ey of pleasure, aod visiting the Chevalier de 

H ^* iu the province of Suffolk, left hk house on 

Sofidayni^ the Htfa of July, N. S. takhignoneof 
his servants with him. Monsieur M - who had 
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already prepared abaik, with all aeoetnaries, «ii live 
aoast of DawGc^ to^ Moiuaeiir Fiior <yagii]8ed in 1^ 
cbaiiet. They lay oa Mfwda^ nigfat, the 12diafJiify, 
at the Goaat de Jeney'a houae in Kent; aimed ia 
good time the oext di^ 9t Doreiv dioire directly to the 
Anty made the ei§o by waymg their hats, which w«8 
answered hy the vessel ; and the boat was immtMiiately 
seat to take him in : which he entered, wrapt in his 
dotdE, and soon got aboard. He was six hours at sea, 
and arrived at Calais adixHit eleven at n%ht ; went maae- 
diately to the governor, who received him with great 
respect, where he lay all night $ and set out pretty late 
the next mornkig, being somewhat incommoded with his 
voyage ; and then took post for Bcmlogne, asl have be» 
ibre related. 

In the first conversation I had the lumour to htLve 
with Mon»eur Prica-, he was [leased to talk as if he 
would have occasion for my sarvice but a v^y few day»$ 
and seemed resolved, by his discourse, that, after he had 
despat^ttdhiscommianonwith Monsieur de la Bselide 
(f<Hr so we shall from heDC^nward call that roiokter) 
he would retuTD to England. By this I found I shonM 
have but little emplo3rroent in quality of secretfffy { 
however, havic^ heard «o great a character of him, I 
was williog to attend him. in any capacity he f^eaaedv 
Four days we continued at Boulogne, wh^^ Monsieur 
de la Bostide and Monsieur Prior^ had two long coo* 
ferences every, day from ten to one at noon, and fiom 
six till nine in the evening. Monneur Prior did me d» 
honour to send me some meat and wine constantly &om 
his own table. Upon the third morning, I was ordered 
to attend early ; and obe^rved Monsieur ftrior to have 
a pleasant countenance. He asked me, '^ what I thought 
of a journey to England ?" and commanded me to be 
ready at an hour's warning. But, upon the foiu^ 
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wmtAog^ attiUi was dwrnged? Md I wm Areialed to 
kke the beH hone I eoiild fiod for mjael^ 
^ We get oat eariy the next <%, Sunday tlie IBth, for 
fterfs, in Modi&eiurde laBottlde'sdBidaer wbooe two at- 
teudaatiraiid mywtfmade up Uie e<|iiipege; kmi aniiaU 
imUs^ wMchl suppoee oontelBed Moaeaeur ftior's ior 
fltttwtloDBy he ^as pieaaed to Irust to 1117 care, to carry 
on horsebadL; which trust I dtsdiaifed with the utawHT 
fidtfaftiliiess. 

Soniewliat tbove two leagues from Boolofiie, at a 
amall village calkd Keile, the axletree hn^ %hich 
lo^UB two hours to taend; we baited i^ Moatieuilt and 
IsKy that night at AbbeTflie. But I ahali not give jim 
any detail of our journey, which paired without any 
consideraUe accident till we arrived within four leagues 
of Paris; when, about three in the afternoon, two cav** 
tiers, y/nll mounted, and armed with pistolsi^crossed the 
toad^'tben tnmeddiortraQdro^ up bnskly to the chaise^ 
OQDtfraandiBg the coachman to stop. Moosleujr de la 
BaetideVtwo attendants were immediately 1^ with them; 
bM i, who guessed at the impm'tanee of the chai|;e that 
Mooeienr Prior had entrusted me with, thouf^ I was in 
no fear for my own person, thought it most prudent to ad- 
vance with what f^eed I could to a small viMage, about 
aqnarter of a lea^e forwsffd, to wait the. event I soon 
ebscnred thechaise tocome oa without any disturbance^ 
and I ventured to meet it ; when I found that it was only 
a fr^ic of two young cadets of quality, who had been 
laaking a debauch at a friends bouse hard by, and were 
r^urning to Paris : one of them was not unknown to 
Mbfliieur de la BasUde* The two cayaliers b€^;an to 
jdbHj me^ said» «' I knew how to make a retreat ;" with 
some other (deasantries : but Monrieur Prior (who knew 
the cause) highly commended my discretion. We con* 
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daved our jonrn^ very merrily ; imi arrived atPar& 
60 Tuesday ^ 2ikh, in tbe cool of the eveoii^. 

At the emrance of the town, onrtwo cavalkrs left bb; 
and Meoftiera' de la Bastlde oooducted Monsieur FHodr 
!• ft private kidgiiig in the Riti;^. Loois, wliidi hy aft 
drcmnstanees, I concluded to be prepared for hu rece^ 
lion. Here I first had orders to say that the gentleman 
to whom I had the honoinr to belong was catleil Moodenr 
Matthews; I then knew no otherwto. Afterward, at 
YersaiUeS) I oveiheard^ in conv^sation with Mona^tf 
de la Bastide, that his real name was Prior. 

Monsieur de la Bastide would have had Monsieur 
Matthews to have gone with him next morning toTei*' 
flOtilles^ but could not prevail with him to comply ; of 
wliichi could neT^ be able to learn the reason. Our 
minister was very importunate; and Monsieur Prior 
seemed to have no fatigue remaining from his journey : 
perhaps he might conceive it more suitable to his d^til- 
ty, that Monsieur de la Bastide should go beftnre, to pre- 
pare the Idng, b>' giving notice of his arrival. Howev^ 
it were^ Monsieur de la Bastide made all haiste to Yeie* 
dsiMes, and returned the same night Dming his tib- 
spnce, Monsieur Prior never stlnred out of his chamber; 
and after dinner, did me the honour to send for me lip, 
'^ that I might bear him company,*' as he was pleased iSo 
express it. I was surprised to hear him wondering at 
the misery he had observed in our country, in his jour- 
ney fix>m Calais ; at the scarcity and poverty of the in- 
habitants, ^ which," he said, ^did much exceed even 
^hat he had seen in his former journey ;" for he own- 
ed that he had been in France before. He seem^ tb 
value himself very much upon the happiness of his 
own ish^, which, as he pretended, had felt no efl^li 
l&e these upon trade or i^riculturo. 
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* I made bold to returo for ausn^, ^thatin oiirimtioii» 
ve ouly coQSitlted the magQificeace and power of our 
pcinoe ; but that in Eo^laod, as I was infomied, the 
wealth of the kiogdom wa& so divided among the people, 
Ihat little or nothing was left tio their soTereign; and 
that it was confidenUy told (though hardly believed in 
prance) that some subgects had palaces more rot^ificent 
Uian ^fieen Anne herself; that I hoped, uhen lie went 
to VeiiBailles, be would allow the grand<Hir of our potent 
monarch to exceed, not only tliat of England, but any 
other in Europe : by which he would find, that what he 
<^dled the poverty of our nation, was rather tlie effect of 
policy in our court, than any real want m* necessity." 

Monaeur Prior had no better answer to make me than, 
*•*• that he was no stranger to our court, the splendour of 
our prince, an^ the maxims by which he goveitied ; but, 
tor his part, he thought those countries were happier, 
where Uie productions of it were more equally divided." 
^uch unaccountable notions is the prejudice of educatioiL 
Kpt tQ give ! In these and the like discourses, we wore 
aiffy the tim^ till Monsieur de la Bastide's return; who 
ai^r an hour's private conference withMondeur Vnaty 
wjtiich I found by their countenances had been warmly 
pursued on both sides, a chariot and six horses (to my 
great surprise) were instantly ordered, wherein the two 
noDj^ars entered, and drove away with all expedition; 
myself only attending on horseback with my important 

We got to Versailles on Wednesday the 21st, about 
eleven at night; but, instead of entering the town, the 
.coachman drove us a back way into the fields, till we 
.stopped. at a certain vineyard, that I afterward under- 
. stood joined to the gardens of Madame Maintenon's lodg- 
ings. Here the two gentlemen alighted : Monaeur Prior, 
cdling to ma, bade me search in the valise for ajraaall box 
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0f writings : after wbkh the coachman was ordietei to 
attend in that place ; and we proceeded on some pates, 
liU we stopped at a little postern which opened intone 
rinejard, whereof Moosiear de la Bastide had the key. 
He opened it veiy readllj, and shut it after them ; de- 
siring me to stay till their return. 

I waited with some impatience for three hours; die 
great clock struck two before they came out. The coal- 
man, who, I guppose, had his instructicto before, as soon 
as they were got into the chariot, drove away to a 
small house at the end of the town, where Monsieur deh 
Bastide left us to ourselves. I observed Monsieur Pncnr 
was very thoughtful; and without entering into any 
conversation, desired my assistance to put htm to bed. 
^Nexi morning, Thursday the 22d, I had positive orders 
not to stir abroad. About ten o'clock; Monsieur de la 
Bastide came. The house being small, my appartment 
was divided from Monsieur Prior's by a thin wainscot; 
so that I could easily hear what they said, when thi^ 
raised their voice, as they often did. After some time, 
I could hear Monsieur de la Bastide say, with greA 
warmth, Bon Dieu ! &c. *' Good God ! were ever 
such demands made to a great monarch, unless you were 
at the gates of his metropolis ? For the love of God, Mon- 
sieur Prior, relax something, if your instructions will 
permit you; else T shall despair of any good success in 
our negotiation. Is it not enough that our king w3l 
abandon his grandson, but he must lend his own arm to 
pull him out of the throne ? Why did you not open yom:*- 
self to me at Boulogne ? why are you more inexorable 
here at Versailles ? You have risen in your demands, by 
seeing Madame Maintenon's desire for a peace ! As able 
as you are to continue the war, consider which is to 
be most preferred, the good of your country, or the 
particular advantage of your general ; for he will be the 
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fdygs^rmmogyfjmm\iQfX!U>'^ Monneur Prior, who 
i^ a low voice, and had not that occauon for passion, 
insw^ied so sofdj, that I could not well understand him | 
^ up^Hi parting, I heard hun say, " If you insist still 
m theve difficulties, my next audience will be that of 
leave." 

Three hours after. Monsieur de la Bastide returned 
^pjin, wUh a countenance more composed. He asked 
Ml. PricH", if he would give him leave to <Hne with him ? 
fiavii^ no attendants, I readily offered my service at 
table* ; whii^ Monaeur Prior wa» pleased to accept, 
with abundance of apologies. I found they were come 
Jo a better understancting. Mr. Prior has a great deal 
of wit and vivacity ; he entertained Monsieur de la Bas- 
tide with much pleasuitry, notwithstanding their being 
Upon the reserve before mp. " That monaeur," says 
J^r. MaUbew% " if be were m parjAe^er^^ would be the 
BM)6t agreeable peison in the world*" I imagined they 
spdLe^tbeking; but, g(^ often in and out, I could 
not preserve the connexion of their discourse. " Did 
you mind how obligingly he inquked, whether our fa- 
owms Chevalier Newton was still living ? he told me, my 
good Mend poor Despreauxf was dead since I was in 
Frsoicef and asked me after Clueen Anne's health."^ 
These are some of thepafticulaaps I overheard while at 
diQiier; which confinned my opinion, that Monsieur 
Prior last night had an audience of his majesty. 

About ten that evening. Monsieur de la Bastide came 

to take Monsieur Matthews, to go to the same place 

where they were at before. I was permitted to enter 

the vitteywd, but not^he gardens, being left at the gate 

•■ • ^ 

* By this and wtee other preceding particulars, we may discovei 
what sort of secretary the auAor was. Swirr. 
f A private man. Swiir, 

i Moooeur Boile&u, the femous French poet. Swirr. 
X 2 
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to widt ih^ retiun : -mbatk was id about two hmm 
Ume. The mooa shone br^; and by MonueiBr Mai^ 
thews' maimer, I theu^ be appeared soriiewhat d1fl»- 
tisfied. When he came into 1^ chamber, he tfarew^ 
his hat in some pasrion, folded Ms arms, and Wi^ed up 
and down the room for dbore an hour, extremelf peo* 
dve : at length he called to be put to bed ; and ordered 
me to set a camile by his bed side, and to fetchhki 
some papers out of his valise to read. 

On. Friday the 23d, in the monmig, Monsieur M^ 
thews was so obl^i^ to call me to hhu; with the 9aat 
Tance, that he was extremely pleased wkh my discrete 
and manner €i address ; as a proof of which satiitfactio^ 
he would give me' kave to satisfy my curiodty wiA 
seeing so fine a place as Versailles; telling ttie, ** be 
should return next day towfurd Boulogne ; andthereftvfe 
advised me to go immediately to view the palace ^ wift 
tbip caution (thou^ he did not suppose! needed it) iMft 
to say any thing of the occasion that broi^ n^ ta 
Vcisailles." 

Monsieur de la Bastide having staid the aftemoda 
wiUi Monsieur Matthews, ^boai dght'o'clock thej weat 
to the rendezvous. My curiosity had led me in the 
joimning to take a strict^ view of the vineyatd and 
gardens. I remained at the gate as before. In aa hour 
and a halfs time^ Monsieur Matthews, with Monaiefflr de 
la Bastide, another gentleman, and' a lady, came into tlie 
walk. De la Bastide opened ^e gate, and hdd it some 
^e In his hand. While Monneur Mat&ews was takiog 
his leave of those persons, I heard the lady say, at ptt^ 
ing, ^ Mmmeury sangex vaus^ Sit^ CoiMd^ H^ Q^ 
on what we have said to you." The gentleman seeoaded 
her ; saying, *« Owy, ow/y monsieur^ songex wms en ffMf 
la dtmiere fais. Ay, ay, sir, consider of it for the last 
time." T* wjbi<^ l^onsiein* MatAews answered brids^* 
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JB jgcaiig #ut^ ^ Sirt^ tm4 «» rtm, &ic^ %, all or none, 
as X have had the honour to tell your majestj before.'* 
Widch puts it beyood dispute what the quality of those 
fersQDs were, bj whom Monsieur Matthews had the ho- 
nour to be entertained. 

Qn Saturday the 24th, Monsieur Mi^thews kept dote 
jBs before; telling me ^ a post chake was ordared, to 
joany him to Calais; and he would do me the grace^ to 
take me with him, to keep him company in Ae journey, 
foot he should leave Monsieur de la Bastide at Yer* 
sallies.'" While we were discoursing, that gentleman 
' came iOy with an open air, and a smiling countenance. 
He embrace Monsieur Matthews; and seemed to feel 
so mudi joy, that he could not easily conceal it I left 
the chamber, and retired to my own; whence I could 
shear Mm say, ^ Courage, fnmaieur : no travelling to day. 
Madame Maintenon will have me once more conduct you 
to her.*' After which I was called, and received orders 
about dinner, &c Monsieur de la Bastide told me, 
'^ We should set out about midnight." He staid the 
vest of the day with Monsieur Mattliews. About ten 
o'dock tliey went forth, but dispensed with my attend- 
ance ; it was ou6 in the morning before they returned, 
though the chaise was at the gate soon after eleven. 
Monsieur Matthews took a morsel pf bread, and a large 
glass of Hermitage wine ; atler which they embraced 
with much kindness, and so parted. 

Our journey to Calais passed without any accident 
wortbinforffling you. Mr. Prior, who is of a ciinstitution 
•somewhat tender, was ti-oubled with a rheum, which 
.made speaking uneasy to him : but it was not so at all to 
me; and therefore I entertained him, as well as I could, 

* A.n affected GalUcism, to favour the idea of the wh(de btiog a 
iraoilatioti. The like artifice may be observed Sa some other ps»> 
iagei. IS. ■ . ■ 
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ciiiefly with the ptaises of our great monarch, the magui- 
iicence of his court, the Dumber of his attendants, the 
awe and veneration paid him bj his generals and minis* 
ters, and the immense riches ofthe kingdom. One after- 
noon, in a small village between Chaumont and Beauvais, 
as I was discoursing on this subject, several poor people 
fdlowed the chaise, to beg our charity : one louder than 
the rest, a comely person, about fifty, all in rags, bu£ 
with a mien tbaX showed him to be of a good house, cried 
out, " Monsieur, pmtr Mainour de Dieuy &c» Sir, for 
the love of God, give something to the Marquis dc 
Sourdis !" Mr. Prior, half asleep, roused himself up 
at the name of marquis, called the poor gentleman ta 
him, and, observing something in his behaviour like a 
man pf quality, very generously threw him a pistole« 
As the coach went on, Monaeur Prior asked me, with 
much surprise, *' Whether I thought it possible that un- 
happy ci'eature could be un veritable marquis ; for, if it 
were so^ surely the miseries of pur country must be 
much greater than even our very enemies could hope or 
believe ?" I made bold to teU him, ** That I thought 
we could not well judge from particulars to generals; 
and that I was sure there were great numbers of mar- 
quises in France, who had ten thousand livres a year." 
I tell you this passage, to let you see, that the wisest 
men have some prejudices of their country about them ! 
We got to Calais <m Wednesday the 28th in &e even- 
ing; and the next morning (the 20th) I took my leave 
of Monsieur Prior; who, thanking me in the civilest 
manner in the world for the service I had done him, 
very nobly made me a present of twenty pistoles ; and 
80 we parted. He put to sea with a fau* wind, and I 
lupposey la a few hours landed in flnglaod. 
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This, sir, is the utmost I am able to inform 70U about 
M<»isieur Prior^s journey and negotiation. Time alone 
will let us know the events of it, wMch are jet in the 
durik. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient and most humble sarant, 
DU BAUDRIER. 



POSTSCRIPT, BY THE TRANSLATOR. 

The author of this tract, having left his master on 
shipboard at Calais, had, it seems, no farther intell^ence 
when he published it : neither am T able to supply it, 
but by what passes in common report ; whidi, being in 
every body'a mouth, but with no certainty, I think it 
neecUess to repeat 
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'* I have got a set of Examiners; and five pampfaleti, 
whkh I have either written er contributed to, exc^ the 
best, which is the ' Vindication of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rou^' and is entirety of the author of the Atalaat^" 
Journal to Stella, Oct 22, 1711. 

'^ Comment on Hare's"^ Sermon bj the same woman; 
only hints sent to the printer bo^a Presto, to give her/' 
IWd. Nov. 3. 

* Dr. Francis Hare, bred at Eatoft, was afellow of King's College, 
Cambridge, where he had the tuition of the Margin's of Blandford, 
onl7 son to the Duke of Marlborough ; who appointed him cEspiaiB 
general to her majesty's forces in the Low Countries. He afterward 
obtained first the Deanery of Worcester, and then t^t of St. Panics; 
in 1727 was advanced to the See of St Asaph, and in 1731 translated 
to Chichester : "which he held till his death, in 1740. ^ He has writ- 
tren three smaU pamphlets upon the management of the war, and 
ttie treaty of peace," says Swift, Examiner, No. XXIX. He was 
author of ** The Barrier Treaty Vindicated;" and of four treatises 
against *^ The Conduct of the Allies.'* He was also a writer hi the 
Baogorian controversy ; and drew uixm himself the severest of Biibop 
Hoadly's treatises, under the title of ** The Dean of Worcester still 
the samie.'* His works were collected, in four volumes, 8vo. 1746. N» 
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I Hlvs been so -well entertained by reading Dr. HareV 
sermon, preached before the Duke of Marlborough and 
the arm^, in way of thank^ving for passing the lines 
and taking Bouchadn, that I cauisot forbear giving part 
of my thoughts ther^tipon to the public.^ If a colonel 
had b^n to preach at the head of his r^ment, I betiere 
he would have made just such a seimon ; which before 
I begin with, I must beg leave to consider the prefiice, 
and that stale topic in the publisher, of ^ printing a di9> 
course without the author's leave, by a copy got from a 
friend ; being himself so modest, that he would by no 
means hear of pHnting what was drawn up in^to much 
haste.*' If the thing be not worth publishing, either 
the author is a fool, or hig friend a knave. Besides, the 
apology seems very needless for one that has so often 
been complimented upon his productions ; of which ite 
have seen several without either art or care, though pttb* 
Hshed with this famous doctor^ consent. A good argu- 
ment, indeed, is not the worse for being without art or 
care ; but an ill one is nothing without both. If plain- 
Bess and honesty made amends for every hasty foolidi 
composition, we should never have an end, and every 
dunce that blotted paper would have the same plea. 
But the good doctor's zeal for the continuation of the 
war must atone for the rest of his defects. His politics 
and his dtvinity seem to be much of a size ; there is no 
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more of tbeksi id hiB lemioD, than what is to be tmA 
kk the text ; he is £0 great an eoem j to a paititioo, that 
he scorns to divide eveo that. 

He hegim^ p. 62.* *' I jcaniiot Ui^t think that one of 
the properest acknowledgments to God, for the manifest 
tokens we receisre of his good providence, is to consider 
their natural tendency, and what is the true use wluA 
he has put into our power to make of them." May iw 
not very well query whether this be sense or trulfa ? 
The prc^ercst acknowledgments to God, for the maoifef 
tokens^ d^. is to offer him thanks and praise, and obqr 
bblaws. 

P. 63. " Persevere bravely in Ibe just and nccesBaiy 
war we are engaged in, till we can obtain such a pe^oc^ 
as the many successes he has given us naturally lead t<^ 
and, by the continuance of the divine favour, must eod 
in, if we be content to wait his leisure, and are not, by 
our impatience, and misgiving fears, wanting to oiu^ 
selves." At this rate, when must we expect^a peace | 
May we not justly inquire, wheth^ it be God's jpr tb« 
Duke of ]\Iariborough's leisure he would have us w^/ 
He is there in an army well paid, sees nothing but ^ei^ 
iy, nay, profuseucss in the gieat officers, and ricbe? ^ 
the general Profuseness, when tliey every day in th^ 
turns Receive the honour of his grace's company to dlo- 
Der with them. At that sumptuous table which his gra€$ 
ouce a week provides for himself and them, the good 
doctor never considers what we suiTer at home^ or bow 
long we shall be able to find them money to nofg^ 
their magnificence. I should think the queen and tm- 
istiy, next under God, the best judges what peace wc 
ought %o make. If by our impatie^ice he meaat tbf 
army, it was needless and absurd ; if he meant our ixot 

• Theie refereocet are ad^pttd ta Biihop Hare*t Worki, voU I ^^ 
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patfence here at home, bdi^ so far removed from tho 
seene, Bud ki quite another Tiew, he can be oo judge of 
that 

P; 64. ^ One would think a people, who, by mcfa a 
train oi wonderful succesBes, were new brought to the 
Tfery banks of Jordan, cotddnot be so fearftil as to stop 
there, or doubt with themflelves whether or do they 
should try to pass the river (query, Senset or Schddt?} 
and get poseession of the land which Ood had promised 
Aern; diat they could, with thieir own eyes, take a view 
^it (appUed to Picardy), and behold it was exceediog 
good, f&c" Our case and the Israelites is very <JBflferent* 
What they conquered, they got for themselves ; we take 
a view of the land, as they did, and** behind it to be «x* 
eeetfing good," but good for others. If Joduia had spent 
many years in conquering the Amoiites (with the loss of 
hifinite blood and treasure), and then delivered the Imd 
c/siac to tile Oibecnites, the Israelites might have had 
good reason to murmur; and that has been our case. 
" IMd. ** It seeais incredible, that men should for many 
yeiJA together struggle with the greatest di^^lties, and 
succetfifiilly go through innumerable dangers, in pursuH 
of anol^eiKl, as end worthy of all the pains and trouble 
they are at; and yet lose thehr courage as they gite 
ground, 4&c" Though this be a falsity; yet to lose 
courage as we gain ground may very probdi>ly happen 
if we squander our courage by the yard, uidgaiD groittd 
by the inch. 

Ibiif. ** Of all die virtues human nature would a»- 
p&e to, constancy seems to be that it is least made for. 
A steady pmrndt of the same end for any long time to- 
g^her has somethii^ in it that looks like immortality," 
(hath not this ffight something in it that looks Hke noth 
sense ?) ^and seems to be above the readi of mortal 
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Wtt." (Htnr doesti steady pimnit look like immorta}* 
Hjr? If U l0«ks like imimyrtaUlf, it certflMf 8»»B8 to 
be above the reach <rf mortal man.) The ''carthwe 
Mve OB, the air we breathe, the nouridiiiKnt ure td^e, 
over^ Mag 9baai us,\b hj nature subject to cdntimial 
change; our bo^ea themseirctf are in a perpetual iox, 
and nat a momeBt together the same as they irere# 
What place then can there be for a constant steady pHis 
cij^ d action amidst so much incoiMitancy ?'' If these 
leasons were true, it would be impossible not to be incOtt^ 
slant With this old beaten trash of a flux, he mightgo 
on a hundred pages on the same subject, wHhout produ- 
cing any tMng kiew : it is a winder we had not the grat« 
observation, ^ That nothing is constent but inconstsmcy.^ 
What does all this end in? His first heat and edge 
shows us indeed a flux of what we did not expect 
P. 66. *' And though the end we aim at be the 

^yiM> it^irnp ntif^ y^inrtj^lf^ly jff^rf^T-^^ f\iin pi^ ffle.ia 

"^i&d of a divkie, who, preaehkg on the day ctf jtidgifieot) 
said, ^<Fhere was one thing he would be bdid to affim, 
TlM^t the jday of judgment was nearer sow, thi^ ever it 
was since the beguming of the world." So the war in 
ceilainly Beaver an ^idio day iheSk it was yest«^y> 
iiOQgfa it dees not end ^ese tw^ity ye^ffs. 

Ibid* *'Sudi .fickle, ipcimstant, irresolute creaturea 
ave we in the nndst of our braved resolutions. When 
we aet out, we se^n to loc^ at what we are aiming at 
Uirmigh that end of the perspective that magnifies the 
ofcject, apd it brings it newer to ua; but, when we are 
got some way, before we are aware we, turn the glass, 
and„ lookiog through the little end, what we are pursuing 
se^ns to be at a vast distance, and dwindled almost hito 
nothing*" This is strange reasonis^. Where does his 
ioitniBient<«iaker Hve? We nn^ have the same coo* 
stancy, the same desire to pursue a tMi^, and yet not 
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odeatsluqppeii^ you giow weary, ^our hoiae lalb lame^ 
oriiileaphig a bedge throws jwt: 70a have the same 
naioQ to puiBue the gane, iMit not tbe same aMlitj. 

r. 67. » Tfa^ zeal p^aps flames at^nt; but it is 
tbeian^of straw, itbasQotstieiigAtolart. When the 
iMiltkade once begin to be weaxy and sa^ffiefeot, ham 
eaaty aie Aey then seduced into fake raeasuresl how 
mdilj do they give into suspidons against tbose idiot 
yfmdd encourage th^n to porsev^^re, wMe they are fsaA 
ofothas, who, tosarvethemadves, fiUlinwiththdrcom^ 
plaii^ but at the bottom mean nothing but their own in- 
t«Qitr' How base and fabe soever tins reproadi be, 1' 
bai^^set it almost at length, that I may not be chained- 
wU} unfair quotation. By the oonpany the doctw keeps, 
and the patcona he has chosen, I should think him an un^ 
M[>ted judge when pe^le mean theur own interest, but 
that I know, convershig only on one side generally gives' 
oBv thoughts the aame turn; just as the jmmdicie makes^ 
tbese that have it think all things yellow. This writef is 
PKejodiced, and looks upon the rest oiihe w<nrld to be as 
s^iaterested as those persons from whom he has taken' 
l>b observation. But, if he means the {nresent ministry^ 
i^ is certain they could find their own interest in congou* 
iagthewaraswellasoth^pec^le; their capadties are 
^ lees, mac their fwtunes so great,' neither need they be 
^st lofishow to follow in a path so wdl beaten. Were they 
^ineiined the way is open before them ; the means that 
CBiiched their predecesscnrs, gave them pretence to con- 
^e their power, and made them almost necessary evils 
^the state, are now no loiter a secret I^ thc^ suc- 
^^^"Bors study their own interest with the same zeal as 
^^ do that of the publk, we should not have the doo- 
tor in these agomesftr fear of a peace; things would be 
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Ibeo as he iimM Imve Aem; U wiMld be oo loogier ft^tti^ 
ef straw, but a solid fire, likely ia last as^oig asbispw 
eewitryneD hadaoj malerials to ieed it. Butli^Bte 
he wonki talk of these who meai^ their own iatereit^iD 
syeh an audience, especially before those "^ who IWia 
wkh thdr cottiplakits," unless he had given k qa)^ 
Kiethttr turn, and bestowed some of his eloquence ia 
showi^ what he really thii^ that nothing in natuce^is 
so eligible as self interest, thoif^h purchased at the ^«* 
of alasting war, the blood and treasfiffe <rf his fellow ^ 
jectB, and the weal of his native country. 
. P. 68 "This is a misfortune, which free asjenAlicfl* 
Mid popular ot mixed governments, are almost imavoidfr 
Idy exposedto; audit is for this reason, so few n^isw 
have ever steadily pursued, for any long tune, the me» 
sijuea at first resolved on, were Aej never so right 9si 
just; awiit is for the same reason that a smglepowtr 
seldom Mis at long nm to be too hard fc»ra coniedarae^* 
A very good aigument for this wsar ; a good overture 
and warning to make a genial for life. It is an 
e^xeUent pan^yric upon aurbitrary power; at this ratfi^ 
the Freneh king is sure to get the better at la^^ 
Thk preacher must certainly be nn ^(hnirable judgeof 
popular assemblies, by living in an army. Such poor 
writers get a rote and commonplace of talking by reai^ 
piKtnphlets, and from thence {nesume to make general ett 
servations upon government, and set up for statesm®** 
If the DiAe of Marlborough be Moees, what proroifi^^ 
land is be brii^ng us to, unless this serm< n be preached 
only to the Dutch ? He may have promised them la«»4 
and they him something else, and both been as good as 
their words. In his allegory of the people Inou^ eat 
of Egypt, does the doctm: mean our army ? The paral- 
lel must then be drawn to make the war last forty yeais, 
or else it can be no parallel : we may easily see bow 
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groiTi^ MoKS was aooosed 1^ eerw 
liiDhradhes; "^ Is it a amall tUof ," nmy ihey, "^tlntt 
Hm best bmi^ us out i>f a land that floweth wkk naXk 
madboaeyy t&km inio the wikkmeH, except thou make 
tlij^elf ^together a firince ever us ?'' Hatb the Duke of 
Uaribeioiigh beeo suapectedof way such dedgo ? Moaes 
ma- wroth, and sud imto tbe Lord, ^ Respect not tfaon 
Ibeir offering: I have not taken ode ass from them, nel- 
Aor have I hurt one of them."* And to the same pur- 
]^o0e Samuel, *' Whose ox have I taken ? or whose aw 
have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? whom have 
I oppressed? or of whose hand have I received any 
hdSae to Wnd mine eyes with ? and I will restore it you T'f 
Oeea the British Moees speak thus to the people? is 
ik&:e any sort of agreement between them ? Nor are 
we soxt of God's commands to go l^> against the Amo- 
rites, p. 60, as the Israelites were; and we have fifty 
tifl^es nMnre reason to murmur. They were earned from 
lie wildemess, ** into a land flowing with mUk and ho- 
tttff^ we from sudi a land into the wildemeis, that is, 
poverty and mls^y, and are like to be kept in the wil- 
^meas tHl this g^ieration and die next too are conmi* 
raed, by mortgages, anticipation^ &c, 

P. 71. Where the doctor says, *^the country itself 
was smch too narrow for them," he must certainly mean 
the Dutdi, who never think their frontiers can be too 
much extended. 

The doctor tells us, p. 72, ^ The justice and neces^ 
dty of our cause is little short of the force of a command.^* 
Bid God command to fight, because the chaplain general 
will have no peac^ ? He asks, '' what is tedding us go on, 
if our successes are not ?" At this rate, whenever any 
new sudsess is gained, or a town taken, no peace must 

* Num. xvi. 15. t 1 San. xii. 3, 
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be made. Tbevlwkeiliorti^kmagriafiliieaee, vfaidi 
foUowB, is very j^per for the chaplain of an voKy ; it 
IoqIdi like another Esaay oi the JM^m^^ement cf the 
War. ^ Theae ancoeiBea have geiseraUy been ao mudt 
wanted and so littfe ^cpeeted." If ire haTe been les 
years at this vast eiqpense g^etting successes that ire coold 
not expect, we were mad to b^in this wari which hatk ^ 
mined us with all this success. But why ^is aeclama^ 
tion ? Is taking one small town sucii great success as 
points^mttousthefingerof God? Who is his God? I 
believe the general has no little share in his thou^its, 
as well a^ the present ministry^ though upon a ^piite dM" 
ferent consideration. '^ The clouds have never this iwar 
Sickened more <Nr looked blacks than this yeat : tlHags 
looked so Mack on every side, as not to* leave us the 
faintest glimpse of light We apprehended nothing ieas 
than the dKsolution of the alliance.^' Whatever the 
doctor may be for a preacher, he has [»x>yed but an kh 
(Merent prophet The general and army^ may be o\& 
ged to him for the dissipation of these clouds, thougk 
the ministry are not Were they the cause. that suok 
clouds gaUiered, " as made.him foar an universal stcnrm^ 
which could no way be feoced against?" To hear him. 
run on in praise of the wonders of this campaign, one 
would scBice believe he were speaking to those veiy^ 
pei'Bons who had formerly gained such meme^aULe victon 
lies, and taken towns of so mudi greater importance than 
Bouchain. Had the French no lines before ? I thought 
Mens, L&le, Sic had been once esteemed connderable 
places. But this is Ins youngest child: he does like 
most diothers, when they are past the hqpes of more ; 
they dote upon the youngest, though not so healthy nor 
praiseworthy as the rest of the brethren. Is it our faulty 
that " three of the princes in alliance with us resolve to 
•ecajl their troops ?" p. 76. We brought our gw4aSi i 
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mm $XSm ^mSt not 9f mhme iactelgedce was H, thfti 
aome of ibem have not beeo pressed more dosety upon 
fhni h^Ml^ ^T«^iar hav« been kftUrdo as they please ? 
li'h^ n^ vMUer^w Itavd a l^aigsiD people pretend to 
mahe^if ttejraoi^nottied to tbeperformftoce. 

R 75i " If tie «BQRj are stronger than they were," 
l»w ure we 8o near oar great hopes, the promised land ? 
1^ st^iectotfem of doquence, wliidi carries th^ doctor 
Mrayi^ a^ tkle of urords, makes him emilradict himself, 
and betray liis own argument. Yet, by all those exprm^ 
^oaS) p. 75, we can only find, that whaterer success we 
Wf<ie5^«ftitst be miraciikHis ; he says, « we must trmt to 
in»«€lea M our access,'' which, as I take it, is to tempt 
©od I though, p. 77, he thinks, " the most fearful cannot 
doi^of God's continuance." We have liad miraculous 
s^K^^esB this nine years by his own account; and this 
year, he owns, " we should have been all undone, with- 
out a new miraele; black clouds, &c. hanging over our 
lieads." And why may not our ans provoke God to 
forsake us, and bring the Mack clouds again ? greater 
sjns than our ineonatancy 1 avai-ice, ambition, disloyalty, 
(corruption, pride, drunkenness, gaming, profaneness. 
b)a£|>hemy,- ignorance, and all other immcnralities and 
irrefigion ! These are certainly much greater sins ; and, 
wbelfteir found in a court or in a camp, much likelier to 
prov^e God's anger, than inconstancy. 

Ihid, '^ If "we have not patience to wait till he has 
finished, by gradual steps, this great work, in such a 
ii[fainier as he in his infinite wisdom shall think fit.'* • I 
desire the doctor would explain himself upon the bud* 
ncs» of gradual steps, whether three-and-twenty years 
lo^er wHl do, or what time he thinks the general and 
himself may live; I suppose, he does not desire his gra- • 
dual steps i^uld exceed their date, as fond as be seems 

VOL. IV. N 
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<tf miraeieg. I beHev^eheisiraihigeiHmgh^iejAoriil 
be confined to hk grace's life and Mb own. 

What does he piean, p. 79, bf the ofttitral ^ediiMfai 
coraequeoces tbatmuat^eadas? If those iB«rri craw- 
quences are coDsequeocestipon our niorab» they vtvfXf 
small. ^ Whatever reason there can be for pittdi^ aa 
end to the var but a good one^ waa a stt^ODger retmo 
flgakist banning it'* R%ht! so far we aHiHr. ^^JoA 
3ret .those very, reasons, that make^us in so muchhi^ 
to end it, show the necesraty there was £or &iteK^ intxi 
it." I am in mighty lu^e to get oat oi a squabble, nA 
ikct^TeJ had reason to get into it ; generalfy^ die coa- 
travy is true. ^ What condition shouki we htfi^ nov 
been in, had we tamely let that prddigi^is power m^ 
aad confirm itself without dispute?" It could uew 
settle and confirm itself but by a war. 

P. 79. " Did we not go into die war in liopes of jbc- 
cess? The greatest argument 4or going (»i with the wm 
is that we may have more success." AccorcKng tirthe 
doctrine laid down by oar author, we must nevei^bein- 
cjined to peace till we lose a battle : every victory ought 
tjo be a motive to continue the war. Upon tiiis principle, 
I suppose, A peace was re&ised after the battk of Ra- 
nrilliea. 

', IJjU " How can we doubt that we shall not still sac- 
ceed, or that an enemy that grows every day weaker and 
weakeif, Sijc^ The doctor's zeal overbears his raenK«y : 
just now the enemy was st]:onger than ever. 

' P. 80. ^Mf we consider that our sbrength is from Gad, 
&C." Though all men ought to trust in God; yet oiff 
Saviour tejls us, we ought to regard human means : and 
in the point before us, we are told, *'That a king going 
fcrth to war against another king, sitteth do\ni first, and 
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet 
hjm that cimieth against h:m with twenty thousand; or 
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tilse-irfaile te odKr is yet a great iray ofif, he sendeth an 
et^iianage, and desbeth condttiotn of peace."** Our 
Sacvionr "iraaa preacher of peace; " Peace I leave -with 
jiw; 1117 peace I give uoto you, &c.*'t But the dootcnr 
^lo^sedi rather to drive on forioasly inA Jehu. He 
meweamto the quesd^n, << Is it peace ?" as that king did 
t0^ie heiieiBen, *' What hast thou to do with peace ? 
QeMhee h^iind me.'^ Me saith, " Our ingra^tude and 
hiipei^teQee m«y <lefeat the surest prospects wc have." 
Maunrenot ask him, whose ingratitude ? As to impeni- 
teoee, I tUak this pan^aph is the only one wherek 
hir'voudis&fes, and that but vay slightly, in hk whole 
sen&QD, to remind the people of repentance and amend- 
me^; imt leaves a subject so little suited to a day of 
joy," p. 81, to encourage them to '^ go on to obtain the 
end toward whidi they have made so many happy 
st^el" We dMIer about that end; some desire peace, 
oHierB war, that so they may get money and power. It 
is the int^est of some to be in action, others to be at 
rest? some people clap their finger upon one point, and 
say that alone can be a good peace ; we say there 
may be many sorts of good peace, of all whidi we es- 
teMi the queen and ministry to be the best judges. The 
doctor tells us, ''Our sins may force us to put an ill end 
to the war." He^dioald explain what he calls an ill 
end ; I am apt to think, he will think nothing good that 
puts an^Rd to k, isince he saith, " Vengeance may ajffect 
not only us, but generations yet unborn." That they 
h^imt taken care of already. We have pretty well 
mortgaged posterity, by the expenses of tliis devouring 
war : and must we never see an end to it, till there is not 
aa enemy left to contend with, for so our author would 
intimate ? In what a condition must we fexpect to be, 
long before that ? It is very happy for the nation, that we 
* Ifdke tlv. 31, 32. 4 John xiv. 27. 
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do not Ue at tbe mefcj of this geiid«tani; that bli'Viote 
is tioi necessarj toward the great end we fmsi after, the 
uoloadiiig of oui* burden, and the mitigatioii of oar taxes. 
A just and oeoessary war is an oetentatloiis tfaeme^ loid 
may bear being dedaimed on. Let us have wapf ^i^at 
have we to do with peace ? We have beatea our esemy^; 
let us beat him i^ahi. God his given ns smxieBB; be ea^ 
courages ub to go on. Hirve we not .won batttes and 
towm, passed the lines, and taken the great Bmm^aim ? 
what avails oar miseries at home; a little petojr w«aM% 
tbe decay of trade, increase of toxes^ deamen of neoe»> 
saries, expense of Mood, and lives of our couatryraenf 
lore there not foreigners to supply their places ? ba^tiot 
the loss of so niany brave sokB^ra been oDfered to tba 
legislature as a rei^on for calling in such nitnbees iSfpoof 
Palatines^, as it tvere to fill up the cha»n of was^ and 
aionc for desolation among our sub[|ects ? If we contiaae 
thus prodigal of our Mood and treasure, m a few yeans 
we shs^l have as Uttle of the one as the oAmr left^; 
and our women, if they intend to muk^y, most be xe« 
duced, like the Amazons, to go out of the land, or taik^ 
them husbands at home of those wretched straageia 
whom our pity and charity relieved^ Of the nalivea 
there will be scarce a remnant preserved ; and thns the 
British name miay be endangered once more to be lost in 
the German. 

Were it not for fear of oflfending the worthy doctor, 
I should be tempted to compare his sermon with one that 
some time since made so much noise in the world ;t but 
I am withheld by the consideration of its being so um^ 

* Tlic pernicious consequence of calling ia these foreifnen is 
described by Dr. Swift, in the Examiner, No. XLI. and XLV. j 
and in his History of the Pour last Years of tlie Queen, he sayf, 
♦* tile public was a loser by every individual among them." N. 

+ The well known Sermon of Dr. Sacheirerell. , N. 
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?«ff8a]lj €ondemQed» mj prosecuted, on ooe tdde. Per- 
haps the chaplain general ^ill not like the parallel : 
there ma^ be found the same heat, the same innuendoes, 
upon different subjects, though the occasion be not so 
pressiBg. What necessity was there of |)i'caching up 
war to an army, who daily enrich themselves by the con- 
titm^lion of it? Does he not think loyalty and obedi- 
ence would have been a properer subject! To have 
exhorted them to a perseverance in tlieir duty to tlie 
^leen, to prepare and soften their mluds, that they may 
reeeive with resignation, if not applause, whatever her 
majesty shall think fit to transact The doctor, witliout 
ai^idcm of flattery, might very well have extolled their 
great actions, and. congratulated with them upon the 
peace we are likely to enjoy; by which they will be at 
leisure to reap the harvest of their blood and toil, take 
tlieir rest at home, and be relieved from the burdeo and 
^buiger of a cruel war. And as our gratitude will 
be ever doe to them, Ux delivering us from our distant 
enemy the French, so shall we have reason to bless who- 
ever are the authors of peace to these distressed nations, 
by whidi we may be freed from those nearer and much 
more formidable eoemiea, discontent and poverty at 
liome. 
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" The Vindication of the Duke of Marlborough'' is 
entiiely of the Author of the Atalantig."* 

Journal to Stella, Oct. 22, and Nov. 3, 1711. 

• Mrs. Manley, daughter of Sir Roger Manley, a zealous Roy alisf^ 
was early in. life cheated into marriage with a near relation, of the 
same name, who had at the same time a former wife living. Desert- 
ed by her husband, she Wi.4 patronized by the Duchess of Clerelsbd^ 
a mistress of Charles II ; but the duchess, being of a fickle temper, 
grew tired of Mrs. Manley in six months, and discharged her on pre- 
tence that she intiigiied with her son. ^tiring into 8(4itade, ih^ 
wrote her first tragedy, ** The Royal Mischief." This Play bein& 
acted in 1696 with great success, she received such unbounded incense 
from admirers, that her apartment was crowded with men of wit and 
gaycty, which in the end proved fatal to her virtue. In the same 
year she also published *^ The Lost Loyer« or Jealous Hnsband,** • 
comedy. In her retired hours she wrote tlie " A^talantis :" for which, 
•he having made free in it with several distinguished characters, het 
printer was apprehended, by a warrant from the secretary *< office^ 
Mrs^ Manley, unwilling an innocent person should sufier, presented 
herself before the <rourt of king's bench as the author. Lord Sunder- 
land, then secretary of state, bdng cbrions to know from whoA she 
got information of several particulars whicb were supposed ahoreher 
own intelligence; she replied with great humility, " that she had no 
design in writing, farther than her own amusement and diversion in 
the country, withoot intending particular reflections and characters : 
and did assure them that nobody was concerned with her." When 
this was not beilevofd, und the contrary ur|[ed against her by levj^ral 
circmnstances, she said, '* then it must be by inspiration j because, 
knowing her own innocence, she could account for it no other way.'* ' 
Whether thore in power were ashamed to bring a woman to triatlbr 
a few amorous trifles, or whether (her characteyrs being under feigbed 
names) the laws did not actually reach her j she was discharged after 
several imbHc exaininations^ Qn the change of the ministry, she 
lived in reputation and gayety, and amused heridf in writing poema 
and letters, and conversing witli the wits. A,second edition of a vo- 
lume of her letters was published in 1713. " Lucius," a well receive d 
tragedy, was written by her, and acted in 1717. It was dedicated 
to Sir Richard Steele, who was then on such friendly terms with her, 
that he wrote the prologue to her play,- as Mr. Prior did the epUo^i^ 
«hediedJhlyn,17;2l. K- 
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VINDICATION. 



1 WAS ahrayg satMed of the stupidity and dS^ng^ 
aulty of the audK>r who called Mmgelf ** The Medley ;*• 
bat Qtret till now so thoroughly cOQVineed of his ai# 
mance. He (or one who pei-sonateshnn) i^pean, in a 
t fittle hfnk called "^ Bouchdo," as if he were hi ckwe 
tODfereoee and great intimacy irith the £xandiier; 
trfaere, according to the unMr mannerof modem dialogue, 
h^ reserves all the wit and reasoning for himself, and 
makes the poor £»uniner om of the silliest, duBesi 
Higueg, that^vcr pretended to speak or hear of politics : 
Oif)^, he has even treated him worse than the real Med** 
ley* did ; who, though hired by the party to call him 
naiBeshy the week, had still so much modesty, not to 
take away his understanding, though he did his integrity. 
But h^*e he is made jiist as stupid as was necessary to in- 
Produce aJl the fine tMn^ that are thought fit to be said 
of this campaign ; and is directed to ask those questtoos, 
which n(me that reads and lives in any^art of England 
can be supposed to be ignorant of, on purpose to heighten 
tile glory of the general, and abuse the capacities of the 
present ministry. This method of his seems to be co^ 

* A periodical paper^fiv^enuBiberAof which were published ander 
the title of " The Whig Examiner," by Mr. Addison and Mr. Ar- 
thur Maynwaring ; and whibh was contkiued hy the latter (under 
that of the ** The Medley") in ^irofessed opposition to '* The Ex- 
aminer." See in vol. XXIV. the notes on ♦* The ftresent SUte of; 
Wit," N» 

U 2 • 
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pied from that great genius and champion of thdr e&nse, 
the Observator ;^ and our Examiner acts the parttf Ms 
countryman Roger, which, how agreeable to the spirit 
and sense of the Examiner, may be easily judged from 
his writings, which have met widi a general approbation 
for thefa* wit and learning. 

But leaving the falseness and improbabflity of ^ 
diction, I shall only consider tlie malice and design of 
this hoHU'fett^ that would set the people on flame, and 
advance the general to a height where none had ever been 
hoisted before, only for the bare consequences that attend 
Us bdng at the head of ,an army so often victcnious, so 
well paid and tocouraged, with no enemies in view Imt 
diose whom it was familiar to them to overccmie, and 
who though 8iq>erior in number (as indeed they were) yet 
are wholly dispirited by continued losses, and at present 
restraioed by the positive ccnnmands <^ their monarch ; 
who has given it in charge to Moodeur Villars, not to 
venture the army but upon manifest advantages; so that 
nothing might be left to fortune, which bad appeared so 
contrary to them of late, and seems to have so great a 
band in the rise and fall of em^^res, and that period 
which is set to human glory. 

This new Medley would bespeak our compassion for 
his hero, by telling of "< tlie hard usage he has met Wkh» 
and the sufficient reason he has had to bedi^usted; 
his scandalous manner of treatment from the Examiner 
flind his party ; for,^ he says, ^ he is sensible the usage 
he gave him was not wholly from himselL" And agdii^ 
" that the Duke of Marlborough is devested of all in- 
terest and authority, both at home and in the army; 
whom so much paius have been taken to mortify, that 
he might either in discontent throw up his command^ or 

^ A periodicai f>aper hj Bidpath and Tutcbui; fiT. 
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coatiDtte in ii without honour ; ifhom we laboured ta 
mafcetbe amxk of public haired; as if it were po^ble 
for Jiberty and gradtude to consist tog^er, and meo 
f(€ff<e to be. ill used i^r na other reason but becaue^ they 
gcQuld not be used so well as they deserve," And farther, 
^ your friends may use the Duke of Marlborough as ill 
as they pl^»se : but let them be assured in the end, this 
will certainly turn upon themselves; and the time will 
dome, when it will be as safe to jspeak truth of the pre^ 
.s«at ministry, as it i? now to belie the old ! and then, my 
.fiaeady you may hear farther from me.'! Who, after 
thi% jK^xHi!^ not cpBfilude. the Duke of Marlborough had 
- i^n turned out of all, his estate confiscated, and him- 
^i^lf under the most rigid sentence ? IN^othing 1^ 
^ould have provoked this audacious, person to have 
^ken such liberty of speech, and been guilty of such 
thgf^tjenings agaipst the persons the queen is pleased to 
iKuuHir ^d trust Yet, that we may examine thii^ 
Oiore coolly than this incendiary ; what hardships has 
tJ^ great man to complain of ? I believe we shall 
scarce find any precedent amoug the Romans, that their 
^nerals abroad everthpug^t then^lves disobliged, upon 
the removal of a qusestor at home, or the changing one 
secretary for another ; and yet this is ihe height of tliat 
discontent they so much complain against. The queen, 
who seems directed by Heaven, as a reward for her 
{nety, in the choice of her mini9ters and officers, did 
herself set the Duke. of Mailborough at the head of her 
army: she knew his long experience in milita^ at 
fairs ; that he had run througji all the several degrees c^ 
service, and either bad a genius for war, or nothing.. 
/No man ever entered upon his command with greater 
encouragement : the love and smiles of his sovereign, 
the good wishes of the people, and if not the personal 
love of tlie soldiers, yet the hatred they had for the 
K 3 
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enemji i^ their sBfibiniB dotkig tke Itte peac^-ga^ 
th&ii a^ouMe edge to war, and made tbem gak mA 
glorioua victoi^ which all miifit owu ireve gol l^ the 
braTevj of the En^h. Their ^pefsoaiil v!ak>iir proved 
(rf use, when neither genius io the general, nor exlnfiar' 
dinary conduct vas re^piired f though nonft wUl dl^e 
his exceHing in either: k Iras chwced 4Jiat our grevMM 
victories have been obtinned moife by the course of 
the soldiers than 4lie jfm^5«e of^the ccNanmaader ; yet he 
has reaped all die a4vaQtage. Is he not 4he Hdiest aad 
greatest subject in Cfariatendoni T Has there wH heatf l^ 
RMve than-ordiiiary amplication^ nnoe the troops Under 
his command first took tho field» to suppiy t^&m trMtr'; 
every thing that was i^ecessfflry ^ Whoever of Iw ^^ 
jcstjr's subject Wiere left unpaid>. csofe was takei tbsfe 
money should not be wanting ior the v»: in JFlaiHlen/ 
Even upo» the change ^ adnistry, it was id&iost 
&e first actof powo: in the. new,^ to bonr^w money to^ 
«nd to the army under the Duke of Marlborough^^ 
dhmmand. Um was so far from being *' devested of att- 
authority both at home and abroad," that there was not 
Sflay. change in what related to his graee's fanal^, sare 
the golden key ^* whioli, after Icmg waiting, was Uiou^t 
ntcessary to be bestowed upon a perscm, who would naft 
ihh^ herself ^wn tw great for the indispeflsal^ 9k^ 
ttodaoce of the {dace. The queen, nay the new nuais- 
ten^ used his grace widi the same goodness and con«r 
ftdence, in relation to hia charge, as the farmer did> 
What occasion was there for discontent ? did lie ask any - 
finreur, and was refused St ? had not her majesty f<tt^ 
giapen, nay, forgot that supreme mark of arrogaoce ht 

• The Butfcheas of Marlborough was groom of the itole, first lad^ 
«f the bedchaml^er, lady of the wardrobe, and had the privy porse* 
The latter office was-^ven to lfi,X9^ Mafihflm ; (he oth«r^ to tl^ 
l^t^y^essof SomenKt. r\ 
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tbe-DalDe ^ Muribgr^agti, tritenr h^ <toKt tkim bimt^ 
cBioliygcd at }i«r giviag awsrf «iie ivgimfeat, wftfaottt ini 
d^tfidng iife teftve ae general ?^ was then any lemetiH 
iMraoioe^ iMit in his «im thmights, of M thai hftd been 
dooe hy fab p»tf, to perpetaate his coiMBami ? If he 
urm leally d^sgasted, beemwe oee of his sons-ii^kir,! aiid 
tbe -ftUier df 'aBoyier4 trere removed f how nngn^eAil 
aod uddutifol iras Aat beharioor to the penon that had 
so ironderAriiy raleed him ; ta a soirereign, who had 
Iwuotirtei hitn with such superiatiTe mariu of her feiroiirl 
It Is poteiUe he might oidy seem dhcmdaited^ to pleaae 
hiateiiiy, thoogh, it has been shown, wilhoiiii«»oii; 
to which tbdj intei^reled fab geh^ to BlenheiHi just bes^ 
fo«e Uie queen's birthday, ftom whence he rcttum^ tha 
day after; as if he purpos^y chose to omit pqring.hia 
datf and reacts upon so rcsKurkatde «b occa«od. 

But what BHirtiikaticais, what Jis^hipi;, are thei^ 
whidi our author com^ious of ?- Was his eomnw^a 
Hmked ? had he not power to advance int retras^ ? wiaa 
he^lfirbiddea to bemege or fight ? was >he c^amanded t^ 
take no steps but what were diretted ftom il>ovef 
wiiercdn was he devested of bis authority ? when was ^si» 
baxbarous usage ? was there any person hired to assas* 
ddate his iome, or take away his life ? what consfwacy* 
what confederacy, to make criminals accuse Mm ? did 

* The reguo^t commanded by Algernon Capelt the 23d Earl o( 
Essex, becoming vacant on his being appointed constable of tlie 
Tower, Jane 26, 1707; the queen intended to bestow it upon Mr» 
UiU. Shc'sigoified her lOeaaiire tothe Puke of Mai^M^rough ; who 
refused his isonsent, and retired in anger to the country. After 
some lieats, the regiment was given to a third person. On the death 
of the Earl of Essex, in January, 1708-9 j the command of tlie Tower 
was bestowed on Earl Kivers, by a contrivance between the queen 
and Mr. Harley, ip opposition to the wishes of the Duk6 of Marlbo- 
rough, who intended tiiat office for the Duke of Northumberland. Nu 

t The Earl of Sunderland. K. 

tTheEarlof Godolpl^io. N. 

Digitized by Google 



2ii- A Nmr vmmoAHixm of 

an^r of hii^neii^es ioapar wkh Mamwcur de GWbci^ 
and offer kioi his tife^ paidao, aod iwmey, to lay M^ 
vHlaay vijp&ct the didre ? Had the pcnom heie' m 
power a ndnd that his des^ tUa campaigo shfiiM 
oiisearry, how OBf-would-^haii^bcscii fiMr them t^have 
effsetuafiy disappolmod thenH aad witheoitbeio^ji&oa- 
vered ! Ab ar^l Imiid can maice ^ more womimMi 
thou^ concealed, movements. But, instead o^ «udl 
usage, has he not been sappUed with aU possil^ vigoor? 
was not a young general sent off,^ that the Duke of 
Maribotoiigh ra^ht have ne occasion of disecmt^at/^ 
appearance for coni^int? were not his soldierB,.fltttlied 
with raai^ victories eager and impatient to be led 6b to 
more ? did he not very well know, as I have seidbe- 
fore, that Monaeur Villars dui-st not fight him, thon^ 
he had greater numbers than the duke^ since tl^ kiflg 
had forbidden his v^iturnighis army without evident 
adraatages ? are not the French diq^ted and overaw- 
ed by the suparior genius of ^ i&iglish, by whomdisir 
have been so often vanquished ? is it then mdi a ^voa- 
der, i^rall the glorious victones theBtdLe^of Marlbo- 
i>ongh has obtained, that, witii the same fortune^ the 
same cause, the same army, aiki against the saise 
enemy, his grace has added one inferior fortress to his 
greater conquests ? are the Senset and the ScbeUk 
more formidable rivers than the Danube or the ^line ? 
are only passing the lines near Bouchain more wonder 
ful than beating the French in thek lines near Bra- 
bant ? or have our C^rraer camps^igns been so barren of 
great actions, that we need so much cry up the passing 
of two rivers and one morass, where none durst oppose 

* The Duke of Onnond ; who had been sent to France at ten 
years of age, and on his return was admitted of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford j of which University he was afterward Chancellor. He died 
Nov. 16,l745,inhi8 8l8t7ear. N. 
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tlwmf as^il-^gCMMtfai's^orf were QerercoiiBUim 
t% now; or as-if iact^ed he emild hare done leas, except 
he had'been fead^red to do QotfaiDg, which coidd scareo 
faavefoe^ with ai» am j* so fitU of ardour to fight? 
These fl%hta of joy> upcm so smaH an oceasBDQ^ seem to 
me joBt as reasooatde, as if somegre^ con^eror should 
latfd IB ExiglaDd, beat^U our anaies, a&d lake Loodon 
itiP'Ooe caoipaigii ; aiid yet re^rve his trimiphs aod the 
people's acdmatiODS for the next, oefy upmi. the taking 
of Ji^Hogton, 

Whether ^is action, in respect to tibose the Duke of 
Marlborough has performed before, desarres to be vahied 
to ^t height omr author cairies it, may be gathered from 
wfiat Sir W. Temple sftys : ^* In May 1676, the King oi 
Fran^ sent the Duke of Oilcans to besiege Boim^i^ 
with some pa^ of his troops, beipg a small though strong 
t^ace, considerable for its atiiation to the defence of the 
Spankfa Neth^lands. The king, with die strength of 
haS'army, posted himself so advantageously, as to hinder 
the Prince of Orai^e from being able to relieve it, mr to 
fight irithout disadvantage. The armies continued some 
days facing one another, and several times drawing out 
in order to battle, which neither of them thought fit to 
begin. Bouchain was surrendered the eighth day of the 
siege.* Behold the same circumstance, attended with 
the same conquest, diifering only in the number of days, 
in which the disadvantage lies, by many, on his grace's 
side ! 

I can never believe the Duke of Maribmrough wiil 
think himself obliged to ^e author of this paper, for re- 
presenting him as " a mortified person, and one devested 
of all authority both at home and abroad ;" no more than 
I do im&glne that his grace can in his own natui'e be lin- 

* See Temple'* Memoirs, p. 189. N. 
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diillM 4i» tinl {xmer limt faM rabed Irim ^ ^^ 
ddtstflUjr ke night Mce be wanll^ M Uiat vesp^sl be 
owed tiM queett, ia the btjudaess of ^e r«gliMa^ 
td tie late Eari of Beatx*^ Nw^ wfaeo Imneaaber bov 
nttdi he MlmHefl^ for GOMdeneeaake, and lh« Idier- 
eat of the ehittch of Etfiaad^ean I persii&de in^lf lie 
will now eq^age against it Hoirs^asooabfyiMd hedia- 
ciitte King Jaaaet's service, wke& the pa{4sU atid dlnsmt-^ 
en irete noitediniateiregts to destiK^ the «hiiit^ ; St% 
Jameg, to whom the Duke of Marlborough was engaged 
bjr the higfaeit gratkade! He had satred hialfle & the 
CUeaeest«r frigate, md botioured his grace's family so' 
far as to Biiogle his own royal Idood -widi it Did^not 
tki Duke of MarttHmmgh forego the intof^ts 6f his fibs- 
ter and hef" children, his nephews and i^ces^ that he was 
so fond of before, for the good of his country^ and tile se- ' 
carity of the pvotestant reli^onP waa he not contrivh^; 
t4 daiirer ttp^the kfiig to the Prince of Orai^e,t if Che de- 
sign had not been pitvented ? and did he not withdraw 
hiiradf from his beneintor, ib si^ye agsdnst hhn undi^ 
his greatest enemy; pxotestlng, in hk letter to ihe king, . 
'' that his desertion firom his majesty proceeikd from no 
oilier cause, than the inviolable dktates of conscience, 

* See above, p. 293. N. 

f The night before he lef% London, a conspiracy waS formed by 
some of his chief officers to seize bin p^r^n, and td idellver him into 
the haiids of the Prince of Orange. The £ari of Rochester, the Lord 
Churchill, the Bishop of London [Dr. Henry Compton,] sir George 
He wit, with several others, met at Mr. Hatton Compton^s lodgings ' 
111 St >ib8B*S street. After a long debate* concerning the weans of 
serving tp the best parpose the Prkiee of Ch'^nge^'it was at ]en|rth r^ 
solved, that Rochester should attend tiie king to Salisbury, to betray 
bis counsels to the prince ; that Clmrchill should endeavour to ser 
etre the penson of James^ which couidbestbe dbney WheikMaihe was 
stafFo^cr qb djuty. Should Malae and. the gaards resist, no safety 
remained but in despatching the king. Churchill, but perhaps very 
unjustty, IB said to have undertaken this barbarous service. The de- 
sign of 8ei2ing the king is ascertained from various quarters; bat an 
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and a ia^t aod oeeesmiy coneeiti for feds rel^on, witli 
wbleti he was iustructed that nothiug conk! come in com- 
petkkm ?^* Did Acdakc do sdl this for tlie diurch of 
E^giftod; and will our aitthor, or any of the vhig^h 
dde persuade us he cair so far recede from his former 
pfruicipks,4o take party aganist that very church he has 
helped to preserve ? to join in oppositiou^to her with her 
hitteiest foes» when he is already as great and iich as 
a subject ought to he ? 

iote^oD to stab or pistol him, io cave of resifltaBce is too thockine 
to merit credit, wttliout the most positive, clear, and decisive proofii. 
The only evidence of the fact is the death-bed confessioo of Sir George 
Hewit J orho, after having received emoluments and honours from 
Wi^lSfUB, xepented, ia his last moments, of ids conduct toirard hit 
former n^aster. James, sivpectin^ Chorchill and the Dukeof Graf» 
ton, once intended to Jmve sent them, under a guard, to Portsmouth ; 
hut hejadged that severity, instead of aiding, would hurt his affkirs. 
MACPasasoK. • 

* His desertion (rom King James might ip some measure be te« 
cused from its utility. But his design of placing that unibrtuaata 
printe a captive in the hands of his rival is utterly inconsistent with 
the ec»mnon feelings of mankind. With regard to him, be was a bene^ 
fiictor, a fneodf and even a father^ He raised him ^imu ^bsouriiy td. 
2ni{ependehce, to fortune, and to honour. He placed mvl in that, 
only state, that could render his desertion destru6ti re to his own 
affitirSiL If his misconduct had rendered James unworthy of the re* 
tliTDf of gratitude due to other men, wl^ was King WilUawaleo de- 
ceived P IfAo measures were to be kept with either of those men- 
archs, was England betrayed to her mortal eoeniy ? Though these 
queltionscan scarcely be answered to satisftietion, they admit of 
allevaatioBs. la the cJiaracten of ma^iod, s(pie allowances must 
be made Sor their passions and firaitti^*- t^^ie atteplbif^ to interest 
which passed through the whole conduct of MarjyiKHrough, might sug- 
gest to his prudence, to quit the fortunes of a man apparently desti- 
ned for ruin. His spirit might ifiduee him to oppose King WiHiam, 
as the cold reserve, neglect, and aversion of that prince, might o£^d 
his pride. In this state of mind, his lordship could hardly separate 
the interest of the kingdom from that of the kin^ \ and he informed 
the French court of the expedition agaiast Brest [in ie94 J more with 
a 4eii||^ of being revenged on William, than with a view to terre 
France at the expeufie of England. M^cth^r^ox. 
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No! do! such tegdess.^p&rita as tUa writei^ wtp^ ia 
the words of Mr. Dryden, " fire that world which they 
were seat by preaching to warm ;" those " FhaetOQs of 
QUmkind," abuse the reput^ttioii of the greatest pf^xsopt^ 
and do themselves honour at the expense of others, -wJMv 
beio^ equally iguorant of many things, yet pi^etend to 
determine of all the affaiis of war and the cabinet; to 
enflame the people, abuse the ministry^ and the queen 
through them ; to trouble the waters, in hopes ciown^ 
and mitres may be found floating on the surface, and 
ready to fall to the share of the boldest hand. 

We shall next consider the '^ scandalous manner «f 
treatment" the Duke of Marlborough, as this writer telb 
us, "has met with from the Examiner and hia party ;*' 
ifffi he is sensible, the usage he gaye him was '^not whol- 
ly from himself." How can he be sensible of that ? For ta 
this day it does not iqppear who the Examiner is, nor that 
he had instnictions to talk of Crassus^ Catiline, or An^ ' 
thony. That pen^ still remains concealed ; neither rewards 
nor presents have been given to any, that we can sup? 
pose was author of those papers. Whoever he were,, he 
has had the modesty not to reveal himself,, thou^ his re- 
marks were only against those persons whom the queen 
had thought fit to dispense with from farther serving her; 
the general excepted, as this writei- would have us be- 
lieve : but he is the satirist, who makes the application. 
Cannot a person treat of the excessive avarice and sor* 
did behaviour of Mai^us Crassus, but, because the Duke 
of Marlborough is known to be an extreme good husband 
of his money, he must needs intend his grace as a pa- 
rallel ? Indeed ! Does this libeller think there is so near 
a resemblance between them ? Why, where then is the 
injustice ? To show that there has been any, let him 
convince us that his grace is become generous, or less iff 
love with riches ; and the i^omparison w^l cease. But 
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tfli then, though he Were the conqueror of Europe, instead 
«f Flanders, the people will be apt to detest a vice they 
are istire to suffer by ; regarding it as a counterpoise to 
dbe bravest actions, or indeed the only motive to the 
performance of them : and where interest is suspected to 
be the spur to glory, the reputation will always be leas 
clear and shiniug. As to the comparison i^th Catiline^ 
I find not the least ground for it ; nor can it be so intend- 
ed, though the old Medley, with his unfair quotation, has 
charged it upon the Examiner. The passage is in 
the fourth Examiner,* to which I refer the reader, 
which can never^ I hope, be applicable to England; 
for, how ambitious soever a general may prove, a brave, 
true English army cannot create either fear car danger 
of their becoming a mercenary army. But the author 
farther tells us, the Examiner was '^ pleased to make the 
dvll comparison of the Duke of Marlborough and his 
duchess, to Anthony and Fulvia." What is there said 
ef Anthony is so little, that it is scaree worth any body's 
taking it to themselves. I am sorry an author cannot 
introduce a figure, though in poetry, of a haughty, proud» 
wrathful, and envious woman, but the application must 
be presently made to his hand : as ITthere were no vices 
in history, but what could b« parafieled in life ! In such 
a case, I must say, as I did just before in that of Crassus^ 
with this addition, that sure there must be some sort of 
resemblance, or one's very friends would never dare to 
make the ready comparison ! 

Behold here, the utmost of that charge tliis author 
has drawn up, of what has been done, by way of mortifi- 
cation to the Duke of Marlborough. Alas ; this is but 
one instance of the liberty of the press ! whereas the pre- 

' * It is in the forty-ninth Examiner. This is an additional proof 
(if it needed any) that Dr. Swift wrote as far as No. 45. Mrs. Man- 
ley began No. 46 ; and calls No. 4$ Uie fourth. Se« the Advertise^ 
meat prefixed to vol. V. N. 
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sent miuistry niay complain of a hundred : but their 
heads are too strong to be shaken by such impotent 
Masts or disoidered by every libeller's malice. What 
douds of pointless arrows, though sent with a good yii% 
have flown from the Observatoi', the Review, and Med- 
ley t how have great and mean geniuses united to as- 
perse their condtKt, and turn the management of the late 
persons in power upon these! Humourous, senseless 
ballads; foolish parallels ; the titles of Oxford and Mor- 
timer,* have been an ample field. Who but must de- 
spise such wretched wits ! I could quote sevei-al others, 
if it were not reviving them from their obscurity, or ra- 
ther giving new life to those stillborn, shapeless births* 
which but just appeared and perished. I^or do t re- 
member any person to have so far gloried in those mon- 
strous productions, as to own being a parent to them, but 
the renowned Dr. Hare.f The close of his fourth letter 
of the ** Management of the War" is indeed very extra- 
•rdinary; where he tells, "If they should describe the 
Duke of Marlborough to be a short, black, fattish, iH- 
Aaped man, that loves to drink hard, never speaks to be 
understood, is extremely revengeful and ill-bred ; if A^T 
iAould represent his mind to be a complication of all fn 
qualities," &c. Here is more malice, though less wit 
and truth, th^ any thing they accuse in the Examiner. 
In tteies of libei-ty and faction, we must expect that the 
best persons will be libelled; the difference lies in t^^ 
skill of the libeller. One draws neai- the life; another 
must write the name under, or else we cannot understand ; 
for, as yet I never met one person, that could Qnd out 
who Dr. Hare designed, by his short, black, fattish, iH- 
ri)i9ped man ; thou^ he has so far exceeded the liberty 

•' See *«Tbc lives of Ro|fer Mortimer and Robert Hariey, 17Ilt*' 
tS#cp,272, N, 
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the Exanilner has tsdees^ as to pretesd to paiiit tke veij 
liBewnents of the body, as veil as those of the mind. 

Tims far joa see irhat little reason our author has to 
OKD^iian for the Duke oi Martboi'ough'B hard ii^ige ; but 
Im pows bolder, and, in just d^ps^ of the continuation 
of a war from which he reaps so many advantages, 
adtada what (notwithstanding the many refinementa of 
S9ne late patriots) I take stiU to be an undoubted pi-erc^^ 
atrre of the orown, the power of making peace and war. 
This author, treadng the queen widi as little considera- 
tioo aahis patrons used to do, does not so much as con- 
sist bei majesty's wisdom and inclination ; but supposes, 
*^ no Brkish parliament will ever be chosen here, that 
win. ratiiy an ill peace, or will not crush the bold man 
who diall propose it." This is like what he says» 
" That the time will come, when it will be as safe to 
speak truth of the present ministry^ as it is to belie the 
ojd-" What can one suppose from these tlireatenings^? 
They are mich as in wisdom should never be made, 
soarce with an army to back them : did I not know the 
loyalty of ours, I should fear, from our author's great 
iiitel%ence, that they were in the secret, to fr^hten the 
ministry and parliament from taking into consideration 
the unanimous w'lshes and wants of our people, who 
have sustsdned so long a war, to the ruin of their trade, 
aod a vast expense of their blood and treasure, upon 
such disinterested views as sure no people beside ever 
did. We very wdl know his reasons, for providing 
peace should not be made without Spain* ; yet, when 

* Though Marlborough sliowpd less apathy than was expected 
from his former character, liis enemies furnished him with Bufficient 
T«a.«ons for his resentment. The accusation which chiefly ruined his 
credit with the nation appears now to have been malicious and un- 
just He was said to have sacrificed the /war in Spain to his own 
operations in Flanders, to gratify hb ambition, and glut his inordir 
-ftate avarice* N. 
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aU thoie Uogdoms md drpeDdeodes trere imtted to the 
empire, the house of Austria wan moreleirible to Europe 
tb^tn the house of Bouibon has been diice ; «fid a con- 
federate war was then succesa&illy carded on, as noWj to 
fix the balance of power. Let us but conader vbat 
wonderful things this niinistiy has already done ; let w 
enter into thek character and capacity, their tru« Jov€ 
of their country, and sincere endeavours for its welfare; 
Bnd then may our hearts be at rest; and conclude, that 
whatevei- peace they shall think fit to advise, will be tkc 
best that they could obtain, for the safety of the dnadk, 
the glory of Uieir sovereign, and the ease and faappi&6S 
of her whole people. Let them that would oppose it 
consider how many m^lions this one year's war.bitb 
cost us, when all the great actions performied by a gre^ 
army, with a greater general at their head, hath b^a only 
gaining one single fortress ; ^n action so much gkmcid 
in, and so far i^iagnified, that we are made to think it is 
of equal importance to the most fortunate campiugD»1 
Let us consider how long we shall be able to pay such* 
price for so small a conquest ! I speak only of our money; 
having learnt by good example not to value the blood«f 
those poor wretclies that aie yearly sacrificed in vast 
numbers, in trenches, and at the foot of walled toiros. 
But say we were even at the gates of Paris, nay that 
Paris were oui^ what allay would that be to our per- 
sonal sufferings at home ? Let us look into our gazettfiSi 
for the number of. bankmpts; along the streets of our 
metropolis, and observe-but the decay of trade, the seve» 
ral shops shut up, and more in daily apprehenffloa ei 
failing. Let us remove ourselves into the country, anH 
gee the penury of country gentlemeji with small estates 
and numeious families, that pay in such large propor- 
tions to the w ai- ; and there let us inquire how accepta- 
*>le^ nay how indispensable, pe^ce is to their further sub- 
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dating. Trae ! there is still a great deal of money in 
Bk^lflEnd : but in whose hands ? Those who have . had 
the management of such prodigious sums as have been 
glveir tiiese last three-and-twenty years, on pretence of 
<5anrylng on the war. Inquire what sums the late lord 
tresfiurer* left the exchequer, and what immense debts 
ift-^e navy and elsewhere : how the funds were all an- 
ticipated or loaded. Observe but what industry has 
b^en used, that the late party should part with none of 
their vast wealth to assist the present exigency ; and 
then let us wonder ajt the wisdom and conduct of that 
ministry, which has been able to wade through all these 
difficulties, restore credit, and uphold the armies abroad : 
and can we doubt, after this, of their entering into the 
true interests of the nation, or dispute the peace they 
shall thiDk fit to advise the queen to make ? How can 
iSnxT mdtlicious author say, " That it will be a severe 
mortification for so great and successful a general, to see 
the fifttit$ of his victories thrown all away at once, by a 
shameftil and scandalous peace ; after a war of nine 
years, carried on with continued successes, greater than 
liave been known in stoiy ? And how grievous must it 
be to him, to have no footstep remain, except the build- 
ing at Woodstock, of all the great advantages which he 
has obtained for the queen and the British nation, 
against their dangerous enemy ; and consequently of his 
owd extraordinary merit to her majesty and his coun- 
try ?'* No 1 Are they about to take the garter from 
hnn .^ to unprince, luiduke hirti ? to confiscate all his 
large possessions, except Woodstock ? those vast sums 
in the banks of Venice, Genoa, and Amsterdam ?f his 

* Lord Godolphin. N. 

f Beside the precarious security of the kwo former of these banW, 
they gave but 3 per cent. iotereFt at that time ; when 8, 9, or 10 per 
fita^ was coxumoQ in England. This proves either that the duke wat 
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stately movables, valuable peiottogp^ o^etlj jerwd% aimI 
in a word, those immeiiBe r]£he»of which himself aiud liii 
lady (as good an accountant as she is) do not yet kfion 
(he extent of ? Are all these, I say, to be resumed, and 
nothing remaining but that edifice or memento of a sul> 
ject's ambitjoui the stately walls of Blenheim, built while 
his gracious benefactress is contented to take up her resi- 
dence HI an old patched up palace, during the bur<leH 
of a heavy war, without once desiring to rebuild White- 
hall, till, by the blessing of peace, her subjects shall be 
capacitated to undeigo the necessary taxes? I am 
ashamed to eniunerate those obligations the duke has to 
his queen and country, while he has such wretched and 
ungrate&il advocates, who bellow his uneasiness, tdid 
exaggerate his mortifications. It is the misfortune of 
the times, that we cannot expla^ to our owa people tbe 
occasion we have for a peace, without letting our ene- 
mies into our necessities, by which they may rise in their 
demands. Could there be a poll made, and voices col- 
lected from house to house, w^ should quickly see how 
unanimous our people are for a peace ; those excepted* 
who either gain by the war> or, concealing their hoards^ 
pay but small proportions toward it : an ail well known 
and practised in this great city, where a person worth 
many thousands shidl ^t himself rated at but one, two, or 
three hundred pounds stock ; while the poor landed man 
is forced to pay to the extent, because his estate is known, 
and acoHrdingly valued.^ 

To conclude : I thifl^ in the hands we are in, we 
need not dispute our safety ; and if, as this author would 
insinuate, even a separate peace should be intended by 
some of our allies, after the example of our wise neigh- 
not so good a ** h«iabaado^^ money** as be is above supposed to 
be ; or that he was desiroi^l^pteuring a fund abroad, in case of 8D 
-emergency, ijf, ^-s.'.?*. 
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]<i boiirsthe Dutdi at the treatj of Nimegnen, the generali- 

iii tf of &e people wiU be easily brou^t to agree ^atitis 

■f better than so peace at all. They know that our mi- 

L iHftiyare so weHac^aiDtedwitiithetnie interest of the 

tiatkA, and are so tender of its welfare, that they -will 

not consent to ti^eone step in Ab aiKur, but what makes 

rr for the glory ^ the queen, and the hairiness of her sub- 

jeets. 
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This 18 Queen Eluabeth^s birthday, usually kept in this town 
by pfentices, &e. But the whip designed a mighty proctiMion by 
midnight : and had laid out a thousand pounds, to dress up the pope, 
devil, cardinals, Sacheverell, &c. and carry tiiem with torches 
about and bum them. They did it by contribution. Garth gave five 
guineas. But they were seised last night by order from the secreta- 
ry/» Journal toStella, Nov. 17, 1711. 

'* 1 am told the owners are so impudent that they intend to re- 
plevy them by law. 1 am assured that the figure of the devil is made 
as like lord treasurer as they could."— Ibid. Nov. 19. 

**|I saw to-day the pope, the devil, and the other figures of cardinals^ 
&c. fifteen in all, which have made such a noise. I have put an un- 
derstrapper upon writing a twopenny pamphlet, to give an account 
^f the whole design.'*— Ibid. Nov. 26. 
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A TRUE RELATION, &c. 



London, Nov. 24y 1711. 

Sir,. 

I Am very sony so troublesome a compaoioQ as the 
gout delays the pleasure I expected by youi* conversa- 
tkm in town. You desu^ to know the truth of what 
you call " a ridiculous stoiy,*" inserted in ** Dyer's Let- 
ter"* and ^ The Postboy»"t concerning the figures that 
were seized in Drury Lane, and seenied only designed 
for the diversion of the mob, to rouse their old antipathy 
to popery, and create new aversion in them to the pre- 
tender. If, indeed, this had been their only intent, your 
reflections would be reasonable, and your compassion 
pardonable. It is an odd ^rt of good nature, to grieve 
at the rs^ble's being disappointed of their sport, or, as 
you please to term it, " of what would for the time being 
have certainly made them very happy." But, sir, you 
will not fail to change your opinion, when I shall tell you, 
that there was never a blacker design formed, unless it 
Vere blowing up the parliament house. No mortal can 
foresee what might have been the ill eflects, if it had 
once come to execution. We are well assured, that, un- 
der pretence of custom and zeal, and what they call an 

* A newspaper of that time, which, according to Mr. Addison, was 
entitledtolittlecredit—Honest VeUum, in ** The Drummer,'* act 
U, scene I. cannot bat believe his master is living (among other rea- 
sons,) " because the news of his death was fir»t published in Dyer'^ 
tetter.»' N. 

fByAbdBoyep. N. 
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innocent dtvenioB, lurked aduogerous coo^kacy : hsi 
whoever goes about to dirtoib the pablk peace aodtrn^ 
quillity, must needs be enemies to the (pieeii and bar^ 
yemment 

You have been ii^ormed. of the suqnrising genefoiity 
and fit of faous^eepiag tlie German j^riticesB''^ basbeea 
gniltf of tfais sunrn^, at her countiy seat, in direct coor 
tradiction to her former thrifty maoageoient ; yet, to do 
her justice, she is not so parsimonious as bar .tod, nor seti 
half that vahie upon a guinea: though her dexteri^ 
in getting, be as great as his, he outdoes her in presorr* 
ing. She has had a wonderful address iu some tbing^ I 
witness the known story of the diamond^i which is as 
great an instance of good management on her side, asoiy 
lord's making one suitof cloUies serve three ^ets of but* 
tons can be of his frugality. She seems to have foi^U 
too, or rather outlived, all the softer passions, those 
beautiful blemishes for which they are often pitied by 
our sex^ but never really hated. Wrath, ill n^An^ 
spleen, and revenge, are those with whom bar ladysh|p 
has been in league fw many months : she has ev^ falieo 
foto the common weakness of unfortunate women, iirho 
have recourse to silly fellows called conjurers: or per* 
haps in imitation of her mother, her ladyship wanted a 
very witch ; she would give any thing to converse with 
a real witch ; at last she took up with a wizard, an igQUi^ 
rant creature, who pretends to deal with the stars, an^ 
by corresponding with thief-catchers, helps people ta 
their goods, when they have been stolen. To please b^ 

* The BogUsh general, the Duke of Marlboroagh, was made niore 
haughty than before, by the coiBpliment, for it wai little more, 
which was laadiP him by thr emperor, of creaJtio^ hini' a prikci op 
TNs BMPiRS, by the title of Msldeaheiai, a little priitcipalitj in the 
claim of the house of Bavaria. Mssnagbk. 

f Though this be now forgotten, Dr. Swift has perpetuated another 
diamond story to this lady's honour, in the Joiuroi^ to StftUa^ Ami 
i*» 1713. N; 
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1d^iiie8s,)ie revived an old cheat, of imAiiBg an image 
like thepeysoQ i^ most hated; upon which image he 
would 80 fiar wdA by enchantment, that hhn it repre- 
sented, from that nwrnient ^ould grow distempered, and 
languish out Ms short life hi divers sorts of paiiM. Since 
the wtaard war taken hito the lady's pay, a certahi great 
man has happened to be indiiqposed ; by which meafis 
1^ i«mah)s very wdi satii^ed with the experiment, and 
imagines this accident to be owing to the force of her en- 
diantment, from whkh she promises herself still greater 
events; Though we laugh at the folly, we cannot but 
remark the malice of the a^empt. 

On FrMay the sixteenth of November, the heads of 
iSk party met at the new palace*, where the late viceroy^ 
recounted to them the happy disposition of affairs 5 and 
tjoDduded, « That, notwithstan^i^ all their misfortunes, 
they had still to^norroi^ for if This person, who had 
io ol^ boasted himself upon his talent for mischief, io- 
veoHon, lyiqg, and for making a certain lillibullero song, 
wKh wfaidi) if you wiH believe himself, he sung a deluded 
piitic^ out of three kingdoms, was resolved to try if, by 
^le cry rf •* No peace, high church, popery, and the pre- 
tender," he could halloo another in. There were sevo- 
tid figures dressed up; fifteen of them were found in an 
empty house in Drury lane; the pope, the pretender, and 
^ -devil, seated under a state, whereof the canopy was 
flcaiiet stuff trimmed with deep silver fringe; the pope 
wasatffi&e as a pope need to be, the devil as terrible, the 
pretender Iml^ted in scMlet laced with silver, a full fahr 

4* These were, aecording to the publicatioos of the time, the Duke 
df Grafton, the Earl of Godtdphin, Dr. Garth, tjie Duke of Somerset, 
the Earl of Sunderland, Lord Somers, the Eai>l of WiMtrton, and Lftrd 
Halifax, all members of the famous Kit-kat Club; to whkh ibt 
Duke of Marlborough also belonged. See ** Foli tical State,** No* 
vember, 1711. N. 

f Thomas Barl of Wharton, afterward created a marquis. N. 
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long periw%» and a h^ mid feaftar* Thsj hsA afl 
white glomes, not excepting the veiy devikf ivUcH 
whether quite so proper, I leave to the .lemcned. This 
machine was designed to be home upon men^sshouldeit; 
the loDg trains dependent from the figures. wea% to con- 
ceal those that carried them. Six deyik were toa^f^peav 
as drawing the chariot, to be followed by. four car^^oals, 
in fine proper habits; four Jesuits and four frandscaa irr- 
ars, each with a pair of white gloves on, a pair of bead«^ 
and a flaming, or, if you please, a bloody faulcluoQ io 
their haads. l^ay judge, if such a parade shoiild at any 
time appear, without the [voper dispoiation ai lights^ &c* 
as was here intended ; do you not believe it would be a 
sufficient call to. the multitude; and that they would 
never forsake it till their curiosity had been satisfied to 
the full ? Any man in his senses may find this was a de* 
liberate as well as a great expense^ To prepare meofs 
minds for sedition, one Stoughton's sermon'^ (whidi was 
burnt by the common hangman in Ireland, by order of the 
house of lords) preached at St. Patiick's in Dublin, aud 
printed there, was that very week reprinted hejre, and 
handed about with extreme diligence : and, to fill the 
people with false fear and terror, they had^ome days be- 
fore reported that the queen was dangerously ill of > die 
gout In her stomach and bowels. The vety day of the 
designed procession, it was whispered upon the Ex<^aage^ 
and all over the city, that she was dead. A gentlewo- 
mau that makes wax-work declares, " that, some time be- 
fore, certain persons of quality, as 4she judged, who called 
one another Sir Harry, Sir Jdm, Sir James, &c. came to 
her house, and bespoke several wax-work figuies, one fw 

• This t^iiDOn was first preached at Christ Church, Dublia, Jan. 
aOt, 1706-0; and was burnt by the common hangman, Nov. 9, 1711. 
" A bold opinion," says Swift on that dccasion, " is a short, easy way 
" to merit, and very necessary for those who have no other." XV, 
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a tady ; they agreed to her price, paid half in hand, and 
tlic rest when they fetched Ihem away." These figures 
are not yet taken. One was designed to represent the 
lord treasurer, the lady Mrs. Masham, and the rest the 
other great officers of the court with Dr. Sacheverell ; 
wIMl the workwoman was ordered to make as like his 
picture as possibly she could. A certain lady, renowned 
for betiiuty,* at the princess's palace, desired that she 
might have the dressing up of the young, handsome 
statesman,t whose bright parts are so terrible to the ene- 
mies of his country ; in order to it, she proposed borrow- 
ing from the playhouse iEsop's large white horsehair pe- 
riwig, ijer lordj furnished out the rest of the materials 
from the queen's wardiobe. No wonder he should be an 
enemy to peace, when his father gains so much by the 
continuance of the war; nor tliat a certain young duch- 
ess was so eager to have him go in disguise with the vice- 
roy, when his absence was convenient! 

Farther to convince you that this was a premeditated 
de^(^, and carried on in all its foiuis, proper persons had, 
been busy beforehand, to secure a thousand mob, to car- 
ry lights at tins goodly procession. One of these agents 
came to a victuallinghouse in Clare market ; he called for 
drink and the master of the house, of whom he inquired, 
** if he could procure him forty stout fellows to carry 
flambeaux on Saturday the 1 7th instant, to meet there at 
one o'clock ? They should have a crown apiece in hand ; 

* haAy Mar/ ChorcbiU, fotingesidatighter of John, Duke of Marl- 
borough, married to John, the second Duke of Montague, and Mar- 
quis Monthermer. The duchess and her sister Lady Anne were muQh 
adodred by the poets of that age. N. 

t Mr. Secretary St. John. N. 

I John, the second Duke of Montague, succeeded his father, 

March 2, 1709-10, in his titles and estate, and also in the office of 

natter of the great wardrobe. He was afterward appointed master' 

of the ordnance, and died Joly 6, 1749. N. 

o 2 

Digitized by Google 



314 TBtJE HELATHMf OF 

aad vhateirer diej drank till fiTeyhewooU I9eili9ete«e 
dltohaiged.'' At such api;oposal»ii^iieb«8tpde]i«d«^ 
bis earB ; and told \m bonoui, /' Hi» b<Hioi» need net four 
but that he might hare aasianj aahkhoaow j^saeed^at 
that price.^ Aceerdingly be. fetched m se^ecul^pom the . 
market, butclieis^ tnpemeoy poulterei% preatlees, ni^o ji^- 
&% listed th^nselveB ag;ainrt the day» beeauae k waa^lo 
be a holiday, and they shoidd nol stand m need of their 
masters' leave ; ^ for, on Clueen Bess's day," they said^ 
^ they al ways' went out of course." The landlord pronisr 
ed to make up the complemeiU by the appointed th»e» 
with honest lads, who would be ^bid to get thfir belljes 
fidlof drink; and acrown apiece, in an honest way. All 
was agreed upon ; the gentleman paid tiie reckonings wbidk 
came to a considerable sum in bear^md brandy for his mob«r 
and departed, with assmtince of being th&ee at one o'dock 
to meet his myrmidons ; but, die Hiatter being^ discovered,, 
he has not been lieard of ^ce, to the great disapgtnnt- 
ment of the good man and tbe people be had engaged. 
The like was done in several other pavts. of the tnprib 
They had secured to tlie numbeiv as I told you^ of <me 
thousand pecsons, who were so hired to carry , lightsv 
{hough they knew not to what end, doubtless .foe a:biuial,. 
amon^ whom were many of the veiy foot ggaacds^ * Dnnkh 
ilig from one to ilve, it is plain they were t&be made 
drunk, the better to qualify them for whatnnschief was^e* 
dgned by their prop^ leaders. The vieen^,. witfa^ 
gt)me others of as good and two cnr three of b^ter rank 
thail himself w^re lesofired to'aet h» diBgnise^: the 
viceroy Hke k seaman, in which be hoped to iMitdo 
MassanieUo of Naples, whose fame he ifety. muck ea* 
vies for the mighty mischief he occaskmed. His busy 
bead was tbe firs^t inventor of the design : and be would 
take it very ill if he were robbed of the glory, fie had 
lately proye^ the power of antM^^oMBipfe^ an*tbe^ 
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fti« fad|»ed ankIi better iromt {nremeditsted one : he did 
not dMbt iflflftimng them to his w^ bj the noise of 
popery and the pretender, by ^ioh they would be put . 
Soto a httiHOur to bum eren Dr. SadievereH and the 
oilier efl^ies. At dieir several bonfires, where the pa- 
rade waa to make a stand, the preliminary articles were 
to^be durown io, with a cry of '' No peace ;'' and proper 
messengers were to come galloping, as if like to break 
. dieir necksj tiieir horses all in a foam, who should ciy 
oilt$ ** The <pieen, the <pieen, was dead at Hampton 
coart«" At the same time the Duke of Marlborough 
was to make his entry through Aldgate, where he was 
to be met with the cry of " Victory, Bouchain, the lines, 
m peaee, no peace." If matters had once come to this 
pus, I do not see what cotild have hindered the leadets 
kom dohig ail the mischief they desired, from exalting 
lAd poHifigddwirwfaom ^y pleased, nor from executidg 
during the rc^e of the people, prepossessed, as they 
w^M^be, wifk the news of the queen's death, whatever 
Violence, injustice, imd erttetty, they should think fit. 
They had resolved be^>re what houses should be burnt. 
They ware tobe^ with one in Essex-street, where the 
commMotirrB of aceompts meet, from whence a late 
dibcoveiy has been made of vast sums annually received 
hy a great mon^ for his permission to serve the army 
with bread. They said, ^'Harley should have better 
fcick than they expected, if he escaped de Witting;^ 
they ^rould sat peo^ to watch him all that day, Uiat 
they n^ght know where to fitid him when they had occa< 
sion." And truly who can answer for the consequence 
#f such a tumult, the rage of a mad diuukeu populace, 

* The superior talents and virtue of the pensioner De Witt made 
him the chiief ebject of general envy, and exposed hiL» to the utmost 
rftge of popular prejudices, and finally sisasaiDatioii. See Huxnc^v 
Bistoryof £n^Dd,vo].ViI. N. 
o 3 
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fomented by such ioccod^aneft (lor tbe wkote p«rtf, tot 
man, were engaged to be the^ ?) I do notsee how the 
city could have escaped destruction. Thsacew&cemmf 
to kindle fires, uone to put them out* The Spectatiff, 
who ought to be but ajooker ou, ww to hftvebe^aa^* 
sistant, that, seeing London in a flame, Jie mig^t have 
opportunity to paint after the life, and renuu^k tiie be- 
haviour of the people in the ruin of their country, so to 
have made a diverting Spectator. But I cannot bat 
look up to God Almighty with praise fw our delivewaice, 
and really think we have very much med of a thaokfh 
giving; for, in all probability, the mischief had been 
universal and nxemediable. I tremble to think what 
lengths they would have gone : I dare not so much as 
imagine it. They had taken Massaniello'a insurrection 
for a precedent, by which all who ware not dtectly oi 
their own party had suffered, as may be gathered (torn 
, what we ^now of their nature, and by wi»t is alieatfy 
discovered, tliough there is doubtless a gi«at deal more 
behind. As soon as the figures wi^re seized^ they dei-. 
patched away a messenger ejspress to the place where it 
was known the duke intended to land^ to tell him he 
might now tal^e his own time; there was no occasion 
" for his beuig on the seventeenth instant, by seven at 
night, at Aldgate;" and so he lay that njgbt five miles 
short of thetown.^ 

However the viceroy may value himself upon tliis 
design, he seems but to have copied my Lord Shaftes- 
bury in 1679,t on the same anniversary. It is well 

* The duke was soon after entirely out of favour at cawt Oa 
Sunday,- Dec. 30, the queen in council thought fit to dismiss him from 
;aU his employments. N. 

f The effigies of the pope, the devil, Sir George Jefferys, Mr.l'E^ 
-trange, &c. wtre that year carried in procession, and burnt at Tem- 
ple Bar by the whig mob. N. 
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knowQ, hf the &voiir of the mob, they hoped then to 
have ii}«de the Duke oi Monmoutii* kiog, who was 
plsLBted at Sir Thomafl Fowls's at Temple Bar, to wait 
the ev^ ; whiUst the rest of the great men x>f his party 
were orer the way at Henry the Eighth's tavern. King 
Charles bad been persuaded to come to Sir Francis 
Child's to see the procession; but, bef(nre it began,, he 
had private notice given him to retu*c, for fear of what 
mischief the mob might be wrought up to. He did so ; 
whiph ruined the design they had, to seize on his person, 
and proclaim the duke king. This was the scheme our 
modem politicians went upon. One of them was heard 
to say, '^ "they must have more diversions than one,i. e. 
burning, for the ^ood pe(^le of London ; since the mob 
loved to create,^ as well as destroy." 

By this time, I do not doubt, sir, but you are thorough- 
ly convinced of the innocence of this intended proces- 
sion ; which they publicly avow, and tell the ministry 
they are welcome to make what they can of it, knowing 
themselves safe by having only intended, not acted the 
mischief; if it had once come to that, they would have 
been so far above the fear of punishment for their own 
crimes, as to become executioners of the innocent. 

Truly, I think, the malice of that party is immortal, 
since not to be satiated with twenty-three years plunder, 
the blood of so n}auy wretches, nor the immense debt 
with which they have burdened us. Through the un- 
exampled goochiess of the queen, and the lenity of the 
otlier parts o[ the legislature, they me suffered to sit 
down unmolested, to bask and revel in that wealth they 

* James Pitzroy, Duke of Monmouth and Buccleugb, Earl of Hem- 
caster and Dalkeith, Baron of Tindale, &c. in 1663. He was at- 
tainted by act of pafliament; ani beheaded on Tower Hill, July 15, 
1685. N. 

f Make a king. Manliy.' 
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hive 96 iHtjaMty mqn^i^see^ : yet ^hiey pm«te ftdrprfei 
^les with unwearkd kidfwtrf, dnb their vit, moDey, 
jM^ies, towiird restori^ their party to that p€rwcr iirwa 
whence ^ey «arc failen; irhldi, sfacfe- tfcey feid w diff- 
cuH, they t«ke caw, by allmeAodd, to ^Hstitit) and vflify 
thosewhoarehipasfleBdotiof it Pcface is siidi a bitter 
pill, they kwm not howto tntsSi(m : to poison Ac people 
i^inst it, they try eveiy nail, and hare at last kit of 
one they think irHI g6y mi that they dilve to the head. 
They cry, * Wo peace,*^ til! (he trade of om^ow ffiitkm 
he ett#rePf ^ven up to out neighboinrs. Thus ihtj 
fm^M carry on the ptrUic good of Ettrope, at the cx- 
peni^ of ortr prir^te dcstrttction. They «iy, * Onr 
trade #111 be mined if the* Spanlish West-Indte ireimAi 
to a son of France;'* though the deiith of fate f^her may 
cawse Phi^ to forget Ms birth^ atid cobdtsry, which he 
kit so young* Ai%er the deces^ of his gtandfcdier, 
he Witt be only t!ie brother of a haughty tough oa^a^ 
ling,, who in all prdbffitbHity may give him many oeca- 
sioiis to become every day more and more a Spaniard. 
They do not aftow die dauphin's t>r the emperor's 
death have made an alteration in affttirs, and ccnide aB 
thinp to the supine temper of the Austriau princses; 
from whence they conclude there can be no danger in 
trusting half Europe to the easy unactive hands of such 
an emperor. But may not another Chrnles the Fiflft 
Sffke? another Philip tlie Second? who, though notpo^ 
sessed of tlie Austrian territories, gave more trouble and 
terror to England, than ever she felt from France; h^ 
ttRicb as, had not tlie seas aod windd fought our battles, 
then* invincible Armada had certainly brought upon us 
slavery and a popish queen ! Neither is it a new thing 
f(»* princes to improre, as well aa degeaerate^ Power 
geperally brings a change of temper. Phil^ de Conjtaes 
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telk in, ""That tbe great Dake of BuguiMfy, in bk 
yoQtb, hated the tfaeugfats of war, and the iiftt%iie of the 
fold. After he had fought and gaiaad one battle, be 
Ivved nolhtDg t^; and oauld atT^ be eaajr in peace, 
fautkdaUhiftlif&iowaiv aedatleagllidiediiiit; tm 
want oi other eDemies, fig^iHog agaioBt the poor hameft 
Swkien, whc waie powfinniiiA q£ oolhiag irairth coatend- 
iogfiw." 

But it la not reaaaoy ov even fieietey that eananbdne 
this atabbora. purty. The j bear dowa att bf noiaa and 
nmreyi^seDtatioii. They are, but will not saem^ con- 
vinced; and mtlce it their btwueas to pMreototfafinr 
fipom bein^ soi^ If thej ean^bufe rul aad raise a-damoua^ 
th^ hope to be believed, thovgh the miaeiraMc effeelto 
of. their maladBiiitistsatiDn aie ten tkNoand io and 
agUDstthem: a featmug obrioua lore, which when it 
cm be healed we know not^ thou^ the most iamoua aa^ 
tista applj their caaotant diitt to endea^naur al a oor. 
Their avernon to any governraenl but their ow3i ia uoi^ 
alterriile ; W^ some river% that are aaid to paa» thvcragh 
without mingUng with the sea; thoanh, dtBaypearing fW 
a time,, they ansa the saaie, and never change their na-s 
tiire. 

I aa%8lr,4!zet 
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^,^'^^ The pieoeditig tract wi& be best illudtrated by the 
itttowkig acemiDt 4>f tbe subjeetr of it, trabscribed from 
a Mk^ half sheet pttl^iidied in 1711. 

^ Ad aocoant of the mock piocessioD of burning the 
Pope and the Chevalier de St. George, intended to be 
p o f fo ri Mfl d en the 17^ instant, being the anniversary of 
Qneen Elizabe^ of pious and glorious memory. 

The owners of the Pope, the Chevalier de St. George, 
feiirteeD cardinids) and as many devils, which were 
takea out of a house in Drury^ane, at midnight, between 
the 16th and 17th instant, and exposed to view at the 
Cock(»t for notbiag (on the latter of those days,) think 
fit to acquaint the world, that diehrinteittion in making 
them was, with those and other images (in case their 
goods' bad not been forcibly taken away,) to have form- 
ed the f<^lowing procession. 

Twenty watchmen, to dear the way, with linkboys 
lighting them en each side. 

Tw«aty4bur bagpipes, marching four and four, and 
playing the memoridble tune of Lillibullero. 

Ten watchmen marching two and two, to prevent dis- 
order. 

Four drums in mourning, with the Pq)e'8 arms in their 
caps. 

A figure representing Cardinal Gualteri, lately made 
by tbe pretender protector of the English nation, look- 
ing down on the ground in a sorrowful posture ; his train 
supported by two missionaries from Rome, supposed to 
be now in En^and. 

Two pages, throwing beads, bulls, pardons, and in* 
dulgences. 

Two jack puddings, sprinkling holy water. 
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Twelve hmitboys, pbyiog the tune of the Greenwood 
Tree. 

. Two lackeys on each dide of them, bearing streamers 
with the^ wmjdsi Naiumus JjegtsAngUmmutare^ being 
the deyice on the cokiurB of the r%kt reverend the 
Bishop of L<Hidon's troops when he marched into Oxford 
in .the year 1688. 

Sis beadles, with protestant flails in tlieir hands. 

These followed by lour persons bearing streamers^ 
each with the pictures of the seven bkhopi^ who were 
sKat to the Tower. 

Twelve monks, representing the fellows who were pat 
into Magdalen College in Oxford, on the expulsion <A 
the protestants. 

Twelve streamerbearers, with different devices, repre- 
senting sandals, ropes, beads, bald pates, and bigbellied 
nuns. 

A lawyer, representing the clerk of the high commish 
raon court. 

Twelve heralds, marching one after another, at a great 
distance, with pamplilets, setting foith King James II/s 
power of di^ndng with the test and penal laws. 

On each side of the heralds, fifty links. 

After these, four fat ikiars }n their habits, streamers 
carried over thehr heads, with these words, " Eat and 
pray." 

Four Jesuits in English' habit, with flower-de-luces on 
thdr shoulders, inscribed, "Indefeasible;" and masks 
on their faces, on which is writ, " The house of Hano- 
ver." 

Four Jesuits in their proper habits. 

Four cardinals of Rome in their red hats curiously 
wrought. 
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The pope under a imgiijfficei^ caoopy, ivkh a right 
gilyer fringe, accompanied by the Chevalier St. George 
00 the left, and Ms couoaeUer the devH on Ma ril^t 

The wbek j^tioenlon closed by tweaty streamers, on 
each ct which was wrou^t these words, 

* God bless Qaeen Anne, the nation^s great defender ! 

* Keep out the French, the pope, and the pretender.' 

In this ordar it was intended, with prapet reliefe of 
lights at.sevaral stations in the march, to go through 
Drurj lane, LiOng acre, Gerrard i^eet^ Ficcadifly, Gei^ 
main street, St. James's square, Fellmell, Strand, Ga- 
ther inestreet, Russel street, Drury lane, Gseat Clneeii 
street. Little Q^ieen street, Ilolbourn, Newgate street, 
Cornhill, Bidic^sgate street, where they were to wheel 
about, and return through St Paul's churchyard to Fleet 
street And at the Temple, before the statue of that il- 
lustrious lady whose anDiversary was then celebn^edv 
that queea wearing a veil, on which are drawn the pic- 
ture of her present majesty, and undar it the battles of 
Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudeuardc^ and the passage of the 
lines in this present year 171 Rafter pfop^ ditties were 
sung, the pretender was to have beeu committed to the 
flames, being first absolved by the Cardinal GuakerL 
After that, the said cardinal was to be absolved by the 
pope, and burnt. And then the devil was to jump int)a 
the flames with his holiness in his arms» 

And let all the people say— -^sicfW^' 
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** Did I tell 70U of a scoundrel about the court, that wt1k employ- 
ments to ignorant people, and cheats tiiem of their money P He 
lately made a bargain for the vice-chamberlain*s place, for seven 
thoniand pounds, and had received some guineas earnest ; but the 
whole thing was discovered the other day, and examination taten of 
it by Lord Dartmouth, and I Hope he will be twinged. The vice- 
chamberlain told me several particulars of it last night at Lord 
Masbam^s.^' 

Joamal to Stella, March 24, Vtlhtt. 
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IN that firieodly dispute which happened between us 
some time ago, wherein jou endeavoured to proye, that 
the city politics outdid those of the court ; I remember, 
there was nothing upon which you seemed to pride your- > 
self more, than that mystery of your brethren in Ex- 
change alley, which is usually called ^ selling the beards 
skin ;'* whereby a very beneficial trade was daily driven 
with imaginary stocks, and many thousands bought and 
sold, to great advantage, by those who were not worth a 
groat. This you challenged me to match, with all my 
knowledge in the lower arts of the court I cpnfess, 
you had then the better of the argument; and I was 
forced to yield, which I would hardly do at present, if 
the controversy were to be resumed : I could now make 
you acknowledge, that what you in the city call ^ selling 
the bear's skin^' does not deserve the name, when com- 
pared with the dexterity of one of our artists. I shall 
leave the decision of this matter to yourself, after you 
have received the following story, which I shall most 
faithfully relate. 
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There k a certain petty retainer to the court*, who 
has no employment at all himself but Is a partner for 
Hfe to one that has. This gentleman resides constantly 
with his family among us; where, being wholly at lei'^ 
suie, he is consequently very speculative, perpetually 
turning his thoughts to improve those happy talents that 
nature has given him. He has matiuely conndered 
with himself the strange opinions that people at dktmKe 
have of courts. Strangers are apt to think, that whoever 
has an apartment in the royal palace, can go through 
the lodgings as if he were at'home, and talk familiarly 
with every one he meets, must heeds have at any time a 
dozen or two of employmeote in his power: the least 
word from him to a great man, or upon extraordteury 
occasions, to the queen herself, would certainly do the 
business ! This ignorance has often been made very good 
uaeof by^extorousmen amoDgus. Old conrtms will 
tell yeu twenty stories of Hnrry Killigrew,f Fleetwood 
SbenE»ard4 and others, who would often sell places that 

* The iBteatiaB of our acttiMr is in great meaMire fruftrftted 1^ tte 

V obscurity of the person, who is here held up to censure. This is no t 

the only proof of the necessity there is of being more explicit in such 

paiikulart of a rdation, as, though universally known at the time, 

are rery soon entirely fiDi:gotteiL N. 

t Three brotiierfl of this family, William, Thomas, and Henry, 
were employed in the court of King Charles I. They were all zeal- 
ous cav^ers ^ and were rewarded by Charles II. at the Restora- 
ttoB.— I^liam was made gentleman usher of the privy chamber, and 
vice-chamberlain.— Thomas was a gentleman of the bedthamber, aad 
used frequently to divert his merry master, who on that accoimt was 
fonder of him than of his best ministers, and would give him access 
to his iireseiice when he denied it to them. He was appointed in 
1651 resident at Venice.— Henry was created 0. D. ; made afanoaer 
to the Duke of York, rector of Wethamsted, and master of the Savoy. 
All the brothers were dramatic writers. N. 

t Son of WiJBam Sheppard, of Great Rowlright, in the coun^ of 
Oxford, Esq. He studied some time at Oxford ; and was afite-wardt 
the constant companion of SackviUe, Earl of Dorset, and the other 
Wits and courtiers of the reign of King Charles 11. and bad the 
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wereaevar Ja beiog, and dispose of othns a fpod penny* 
vortb b^<Hf€ A^ vere yacant ; how the Privy Oarden 
at WMtdbuill was actually sold, and an artist sent to 
neaflureit;hoir one man was made curtain lifter to the 



honour to be on rery fomiliar terms with that gay an4 ea^y jdo- 
narch. To Kiog William III. he was gentleman usher and daily 
waiter ; and, on the death of Sir Thomas Duppar, was appointed 
fartkiBaBiuherorthebkckrod,aiidlQBis^ted4prB25, 16e4v lU 
possessed a pecutiar vein of wit, occaaionaUy exteo^re i had a 
pleasing manner of writing careless, yet original; and was author of 
many poems, dispersed in several books; but is at present better 
iHHMrn a« the fHcnd and patron of Mr. Prior, who has addressed 
two €|)i«tie» to hira, than by any writings of his own. His principal 
performance was, " The Countess of Dorset's Petition to the late 
^een Mary lor Chocolate,** s pretty, out-of-4he-way piece. He died 
ti an iqioplezy, at his Kat at Ro«Kr|ght, Sept 6, IMS ; md was 
buried in the church there, without any monument. Two epitaphs, 
however, were prepared; the one written by himself in Lord Dorset's 
€6mmon Prayer-book at Copt-hall; the other by a Friend. 

^* O, vos qui de salute vestrik securi estii^ 
Orate pro animH miserrimi peccatoris 
Flkxtwood Shbppard, 
Etiamnum viventis et ubicunque est peccantis, 
Qui ide erignft et tamen spe impudentissimrft 
Optat et expectat, quam non meruit, 
Felicem resurrectionem, 
AnnoKeligionis et libertatis restitutse tolio, 

Rpnun potientibus 
Fbrtisilnio WiUielmo et formosissimSl Maria. 



j^ another Hani. 

Sta, Viator : 
Sive to Veneri seu Baccho vixerisidoneiw, 
Et si quando i scortis et poculis vacat, 
Beminiseere defoncti In Venere et Baccho fratrii 

FtEXTWOOD ShBPPAKD, 

Qui vitiis et (quod in ipso vltiosissimum erat) 
Ingenio pi^ renunciavit, 
ApoUine jam nullo, Venere nulla, 
Ct (quod magis dolendmn) Baccho nullo.. 
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kuj^gy and afiother his majesty's goldfindei*: 'so'tlM^^Mif 
predecesacnrs must be allowed their due honour. '1^^' 
tlier do I at all pr^end, that the hero I am now celc^ 
hffating was the Imt iayeutor of that art ; wherein H mttsl 
koweyer be granted^ that he hath made most Wbnd^rM 
inproyeroents. 
^ This gentleman, whom I take leave to call by the 
ttme of Guzman, in imitation of a famous Spanblrde*' 
ceiver of that name, haying been formerly turned out 
of one or two employments for no other crime than that 
id endeayourisg to raise their yalue, has eyer tnnce em- 
ployed his credit and power for the service of 6diers; 
and, where he could n^ secure-theni in reality, has be«i 
content to feed their imaginations, which to a great part 
of mankind is full as well It is true, he hath ddhe idl 
this whh a prudent regard to his own interest; yet 
whoever has trafficked with him cannot but own, that 

Cui nihil noD ra voitu erubescit prster frontem. 
Nee till» raeretrix displicult praeter Babylonicam, 
Fortitudifle et sobrietate pari; 
Quippe qui nulli bosti bellum unquam iodixeritt 
Si excipias eitim : 
Qui Comiti Dorsetensi k risu, 
Poetarum Maecenati a dactylis et spondeia, 
£t cubicutario regio a sanctioribus BibKi% 
Nihil unquam facete dixit quod salvo pudo]^c^ 
Nee liberS quod salva religione 
dici potuit. 
Promissorum usque et usque profusuf, 
MoDtes aureos pollicetur; 
At ubi bonse fidei bpmitiem sperabis 
Poetam ; sed sola ilia vice verum induit 

Anno panpertatis publice 
Bt (si paupertati Poesis semper adhaereaQ 
Anno publicae Poeseos restauratse tertlo, 
Cum de bicipitc nostro Parnasso ceiiarent 
Hinc bifpons Drydenus, 
Inde bicornis ^adwellus^ 
Ctuonim hic de facto, ille de jure, 

Archipoeta cluit." N ^ 
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ie mVB it veamnble idMes; and is m niodMt Wklnd!, 
yulft be i0 conteDt the credk of ta]uiig your iDonej ihoald 
iest OD tfae pettest menio England, rather than bimdt 
Me begged a Bmall employment for one of his Gostomer^ 
ftom a loid of the admiralty, then told hb client, "^ that 
^ ipreat man murt haye a hundred giuneas preteirted 
faJBi in a faandsome manner." Our plwejobber brought 
as old !atae horse of his own, and said ^ the admirdl 
aAed a hundred guineas for it:" the other bought the 
Jhorse, inthout ofiering to cheapen Mm, cr look in Us 
jaaath. 

Two or three such achievements as these gave our ad^ 
▼entarer the courage for some time past to deal by the 
gseat, and to take aB eo^loyments at court into Ms own 
lamds; And though he and his family are firm a^&e- 
MDts to the honest party, and furious against the present 
i^istry (asi speak it to our honour, no small number of 
ua are); yet in the disposal of places he wasyeiy impar- 
tial, and gave erery one their choice. He had a stttid- 
m^ agent, to whom ail people applied themselves that 
wanted any emph>jinent, who had them ready of all sizes, 
t» fit whatever customer csone, from twen^ to a thousand 
pounds a year. 

If the ipiestion be ad^ed, why he takes no employment 
Mmself .' He readily answers, That he might, whenever 
he pleased, be in the commissioB of the customs, the ex- 
cise, o«r <^ trade , but does not\think it worth Ids while • 
because, without stirring from court, or giving himself 
imy trouble, he can, by his credit, oblige honest genUe* 
mm with employments, and at the same time make bet- 
t^ advantage to himself. He hath several ways to eih 
talri^ a reputation of his interest at court. Sometimes^ 
as I bave already observed, he hath actually be;gged small 
affices, and disposed of them to his clients. Besides, by 
living in h^ majesty's palace, ttid being induslriaiia %t ^ 

VOL. IV. t 

Digitized by Google 



33Q A NEW WAT OF 

^king out secrets, he often finds -Habere j^efermeBt.Js 
likely to go even before thos^ who are to be preferred 
can have any notice of it themselves; th«^ he immediate* 
ly searches out for them, tells them of their meritSi aijks 
^em how they would like of such an emf^ojinent ; and 
promises, by his power at court, to get it for them; but 
withal gives them a hint, that great men will take money : 
though they will not be kno^rn to d9 it ; that it therefore 
must be done by a second hand, for which he proffers his 
service, tells them what sum will be convenient, and Uiea 
sinks it in his own pocket ; beside what is given him. la 
gratitude fmr his solicitations and good will : thift gives 
him credit to pursue his trade of placejobbing. Who- 
ever hath a mind for an employment at court, or aoy 
where else, goes to Guzman's agent ; and he redds over to 
the candidate a list of places, with their profit and sabip 
ries. When one is fixed upon, the ag^t names the 
known Don Guzman, as a person to be depended upon ; 
tells the client, he must send his honour a hamper of wine ; 
if the place they are in treaty for be considerable, a hoos* . 
head. At next meeting, the price is agreed on ; but un- 
fortunately this employment is half promised to another : 
however^ he believes that that difficulty may be remved 
for twenty or thirty guineas ; which, being but a trifle, fe 
immediately given, ^fter two or three meetings more, , 
perhaps, the bubble hath access to the don himself; who 
assumes great airs, says the thing diall be done, he basal- 
ready ispoken to the queen or lord treasurer. At part- 
ing, the agent tells the officer elect, thwj is unmediate 
occasion for forty or fifty gmneas, to be given 9mQQ^ 
clerks, or servants, or some great minister. Thut the 
poor place hunter is drilled on, from one month to anoAer 
perpetually squeezed of ready money, and nothing done. 
This trade Don Guzman has carried on for iiwny year% 
end ire^iently with five or six dupes in hand at a time, 
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«id perhaps dl of them for one place^ I know it will be 
tM wonder of mai^ people, as it has been mine, how 
sirch impostures as these could be so fi-equentlj repeat- 
ed, and how so many disappointed people could be kept 
frtm making a noise and clamour tliat may ruin the t rade 
and credit of this bold projector : but it is with him as 
with almanac-makers, who gain more reputation by one 
r%ht guess, than they lose by a thousand wrong ones. 
Besides, I have already observed, that, once or twice in 
his Hfe, he did actually provide for one or two persons ; 
farther, it was his constant rule, whatever employment 
was given away, to assure his clients that he had the 
dSd'handindkposiHg.af it. When a ma» had no more 
to give, or was weary of attending, the excuse was, either 
that he had some private enemies, or the queen was cur 
g^ed for that turn, or that he must think of something 
else : and then it was a new business, required new fees, 
and new hampers of wine; or, lastly, Don Guzman was, 
not to be seen, or talked cc^ and dry, or in veiy great 
haste, and so the matter dwindled to nothing : the poor 
pretender to an employment discovered the cheat too latCj 
was often ashamed to complain, and was only laughed at 
when he did. 

Having thus described some few of tlie qualifications 
whl6h have so much distinguished this worthy manager ; 
I shall crown all with informing you of the particulars of 
a late achievement, that will give him an everlasting re- 
nown. About two months ago, a gentleman of a good 
£c»rltine had a mind to buy some considerable employ-, 
mefit in the court, and sent a solicitor to negotiate tliis 
affair with Don Guzman's agent, who, after one or two 
meetings, told him the vice chamberlain's employment 
was to be disposed o^ the person who now enjoyed it be- 
ing whdly out of favour with the queen ;* that the 

* Thomas Coke, fisq.^was at that time vice chamberlain. N; 
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choice of his successor was hi Bmi 0«zffiao'»fN»ir^|' 
that seren thousaod pounds tras the price, whoi«of leoi 
thousand was to be ^ed to a iady who was lbst«^ltoe» 
to the queen ; two thousand to the present vice disadbeik 
JaiD; in consideration Of his being tiumed out ; and thei>e' 
maining thousand to be dfrided between die groat ^ai 
and the two smaH agents : this was tiie resoh, after s^re*^ 
ral meeting, after two or three hsoiipers ci wine h«di>eeii 
sent to Saint James's, and some guineas given to ftieiHtrnt^ 
the putting off a bargain, irhlch, as pretended, was be* 
gtin for the employment, to aeotber petsoo. This hm^ 
ter went so far, that notes were hi^rchangediilj ghreo b^ 
tween the two agems and their priodpal, as weB rdstfltig 
to the thousand pounds, which was to be divided amoog^ 
them, as to the main sum. Our projector was likewise 
yerj curious to know, whether the new vice cbambedaiv 
could apeak French, which, he said, was idl^solutelj neou- 
sary to his office; whether he was well fadiionef!^ imi-n 
genteel manner^ and polite conversation ; and diireetc<L 
that the pei'son himself should, upon an appoihttd diigr^ 
be seen walking in the gardea before St. JattiesHi Ihmibq^ 
that the ladj, the queen's fosterndster, might judge of Mi 
mien, whether he were a sightly man, and, by JUs ap^ 
pearance, qualified for so great an employment. To car- 
ry the imposture farther, one Sunday, wheb ia thie kMrd 
chamberlain'sf absence, Mr. vice chafloberlaiB led htt ma- 
jesty to chapel, Don Guzman, being there with his ac^id' 
tor, said to him with an expresdve sneer, and a sovt of 
rapture, ^'Ah^ sir, what hairiness! I am f avidittd le 
think ofit. I wish your friend was here now, to see tibe 
vice chamberlain handing the queen : I wmdd make fata 
give the other thousand pounds for his eraploymonl.'' 

These are the (^fcumstances of this story, asiiear a«I 
can remember. How the ingenious don could bfSfe (ot . 

^arksT^botiDakedrSbrewBhary, N.^ 

DigitizedJ^y Google 



SEUANfi TUiGm AT OOtTRT. 333 

off .dean fimn tiA bn^infiiB, I caoool possiblf iiiiigiiie : 
bvlit lafertitDii^f happ^ed, tbat he mbb not put 4o^ 
Urn trU ei ^wiog bk ^xiexky ; for the vke cbAmber- 
UdB, bf what meant I couki nerer yet leani) got a Btde 
fi^ into the matt^. He was told tba^ scwnebody had 
keen treati^ fear his {^ace, and had ioformation givea 
iwB where to find the sdidtor of Uie person who was to 
SBCoeed him. He immediate^ s^ for the man : who 
(not dmceiviog himself to be engaged in a dishonest ac- 
tion, and therefore conscious of no guUt) very freely told 
ikm an that be knew; and, as he had good reason, was 
asai^i^at^ cheat put upon him and his friend, as the 
Tke chamberlain himself: whereupon poor Don^Guzmaa 
ttid his two agents were, at Mr. vice chamberlain*s re- 
quest, esramined before a principal secretary of state, 
and their examinations taken in wnting. But here I 
must with shame codfes9, that our hero's behaviour was 
BQHidb below his character; he shuffled and dodged, de* 
Kiied and affirmed, contradicted himself every momenta 
•waed the fact, yet insisted on his honour and innocency* 
In diort, his whole demeanour was such, that the rawest 
stock-jobber in Exchange ally would blush to see it. It 
is true, he hath since in some manner recovered his re- 
putation ; he talks boldly wherever he comes, as if he 
w^re the party injured, and as if he eiq>ected satisfaction ; 
and what is still more heroical, goes on in his old trade 
of diqKMsing places, though not of such great considera- 
tion* 

How the affair will end, I cannot tell; the vice cham* 
berlain, between • generosity and contempt, not being 
latherto very forward in carrying it to a formal prosecu- 
tion; and the rest of the court contenting themselves, 
smne with laughii^, and some in lifting up their eyes 
with admiiation. 
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Howeyer, I think the matter well deserres to be re- 
corded, both for the honour of the manager, and to IH 
70U and the world know that great abilities and doc^ 
teiity are not confined to Exchange alley. 

I am, sir, 

Yours, &c. 



XND OF rbz* i-v. 



C. 8. VAN WINKI.B, PRINTER, 

Water'Strut, New York. 
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